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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE srATE':'OF CALIFRONIA. 

-

III the :Matter 'or the Application 
o! Mokelumne R1V6% Power and Water 
Compe.ny,. &. corp-oration, !o'r 'tobe 
establ1shment o!.a sched~le o! 
rates .. to be oharged· £or ,'Wa:ter !urn-
1shed by it in Calaveras Connty. 

In' the Matter o! the Appl1cation 0'£ 
Mokelumne·River Power and Water 
Compnny, .. e. corporation, to discontinue 
sel"Vice 0'£ wa.t.er to:: domestic'purposes 
in the towns.o!.Mokelumne,H111, Valley 
Springs .. and 'c.e.mpo Saco, Calaveras 
Connty.. . . . 

'. 

Application No. 6589. 

F. J. SollnlJky, tor Appliea.nt. , 
Joe ,Huberty, tor oonsumer& at Mokelumne Hill. 
J.E.Lyons, tor Southern Pae1!1c Company, a 
. oonS3er at. Valley Springs. 

. BY TEE COMMISSION: 

QfINIQN·QN REHEARI~~ AN~ QN 
PETITION TO DISCQNTINU~ SERVICE. 

In the above anti tled applioation No. 4943 tb,1 s Commiss10n 

has heretofore, on' April S, 1920, render~d 1ts opinion and order 'by . , . ,..' .' . . , . , 

Decision No. 7394 establlshing a' schedule or water 2;at6s. Sub-
... 

sequen1:,,'ttbere1:,o, and :rollowing'the !111ng wi1:,h th~ Commission"or eo 

number or !n!o:mal complaints by eon~ers, a ~ev1&t1on !ro: the 
, .' 

above establ1shed rat.e soh&<iule tor 1rngat.ion use trom domesti0 
.... I •• 

servioee. 'Was agreed to by the OOInp8XiY and became e!.feet1 ve on 

Ootober :LS, 1920·. 
Sowever,dissat1s!aetion with the established r~te schedule 

oontinued and !ollowing in!or.mal con!erenees thereon, a !urtber 

i • 

T"r,.-
:~~.)~ 



hearing and invest.igat.ion was 1nst1 t.u t.ed 'by this Comm1s81on on 1 "vs, . . ~. • I 

own mot.ion~ AS e. result ot this turt.her hearirig and investigation: . 
I, . ,~ 

'. ' • •• II • .. 

and order on Application No~ 4945 (Decision No~ 9(23) establishing - . 
~here1~a reVised schedule ot rates. Thereupon, applicant petitioned 

tor a rehearing ot Appl1oation No. 494S, on the ground. that the re-

V1eed rate schedule was eontisoatory alld would requ1re the util1ty 

to opera't,$ its ditch syet,em at tI. oonstant loss, and the pet.ition to'!: 

rehearing W&8: granted~ 

, Application No~ 6569 ellegee in et!eot that the present ra~8 
, '., . 

8.l"6 DOll-compensatory and do not. 'yield a revenuesutt!d.ent 'too meet 
• po ," . . , - ..... 

the oare cost. ot operating the syst.em wit bout. 1nelucl1ng .any charge 

~or a depreciation annuity; that a l1ke !1nanc1al oondition has eon-

!ronted tbis ~t1llt,y tor the past !i ve yee.:rs; and ths:t, by rea.son 

ot insu!.r1oient inoome, neoessary repairs snd renawe.ls have been 

10llg deterred. and the utility has'been unable to-ma1nt.a1n the ditoh 
w. 

system in a prope~ degre~ o! e!!1c1enoy. Furthermore, ~hat ~he use 

or water !rom the system has d1m1n18h~d considerably in,reoent years 

nth the deolino o! min1ng, thereby eont:r1but1llg 1::0. the reduotion 
I 

in ~eveDue both from mining use· end trom domestic use in the towns. 
. , .' . 

or Mokelumne Hill, Camp Seeo and V8lley Springs. Ap,pl1eant a.sk~ to 

to be permitted to, ,disoont1nue service or wa.ter in these towns unless 
, \ 

i to ~ allo1V~ to ch~~e Bacb in~r~sed rates a8 will yield th~ ~e~~-
able costs or operating end ma1nte1n1ng the system but not.· 1nelUdj,ng . 

a.t., the present time anyallowanoe tor a r~turn on'the investment. 
• • f ...... • • 

A publ1e'beering was held in' above entitled matters bo!ore 
. "ill of"~. • • -"4'" • '..-' , •• 

Exem1ner Sat'tenhite, at, Valley Sp%'1.ngs, on APril is, 1922, or whicb 

all interested p.art1es wel'S not,1!1ed and given an opportun1~y t,o 
. . 

appee.:r and· be heard. 

It. was 8t1pula~ed at'ihe hesr1ng that these ma.~ter$ be con-

solidated tor hearing and dec.ts1on~ 
The d1tob, some 32· miles in length, was coXlstruo1;ecl in the 
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. ' 
early t1tt1e&' tor hyctr~10 mining purposes, wJ:l1cll: use required. large 

". . -, . -. . 
~olumes ot we.ter. Eyc.rau11e mining. has since oeased by l"ea.son ot an 

, I ". 

~ Act otthe Cnl1tornia Legislature ~ .and the present uses to 'which t,he 

dit.eb system he.s reverted 18 the supply ot a few quartz m1Jl8S operat- , 

ins 1nte%'m1ttently, the irrigation 01: 8. small acreage and 'the domestic 
. . 

net)ds ot the three small towns mentioned.. 'Xh1& condition has in tlU'n 
• • # 

resulted in d1m1n1shed revenues and the critioal t1nane1al oond1t1on 

whicb now eontronts tbe util1ty. 

P:d.or too· the hee.r1%lg eonterences between repl'esent8.tiv8s or 
. 

the consumers in the town or llI!okel~e H111· and the company were hold 

in an ende&vor t.o &rri ve at a rat.e ror domesti0 usewhicb Wow.4 sat,1sty 

both the tlt1l1ty and its consumers. ,As a. result :Mr. Buberty" to"r the 

eonsumel'S at Mokelumne Bill submitted at the hearing a propoSed r4t.e 
• f II .... •• 

tor domestic use wh1ch d1ttered trom that. asked 'by the oompany o!lly ill 

minor detail $. . A.f't,er some argument or the ma1;t(lr an agreement was 
reaobecl .. wb1oh oont.a1na the !ollow.1Jlg stipulations: 

1. That the COmmission establ1sh a minimum annueJ. rate ot $Z6~OO 

tor all residential use or water:,' payable in monthly 1nst,8llments or 
-< " 

$S~OO tor use. ot 2~OOO oubic teet or less ot 'Wat.er mont.h'ly. JU80 t.llat. 
;," ," .. , .... 

all uee1neX0&880!2,OOO cubic teet monthly be oharged tor. at r&te 
or 5 ce~t8 per 100 cubic teet. 

2. ~hat 11;' be lett to the discretion of the Comm1ssion to 1noltHie. 
. I ' . 

in a. ra:t.e' sohed.tlle 'proper chargee tor all tlse or wat.er. other than 
res1e.ent1eJ.. 

" 

In oonnection' w1~b above agreement as' t.o .. a--'rate Dehed'Clle, 

appl1oe.:'-t, st.at.ed. tha.t unde:r: pre~nt condit.ions it. can only exp~ a. 

reveXlue t:rom ratest,o yield. aPPl'oX1m'b.tely the expense or ma1nt~n&loe 

and operation or the system vd:t;b.out ineluding depreo1a.t1-on' allowe:n~ 

or interest retw:-n. Coope:ra.t1on was :requested o! the oon8ume~s 1n 
'. I. 

pro~oting t.he use or water and in other ways that the operating revenue 
, . 

be: ms.d.e 8utt101ent· to enable the util1t.y to eonti1l:ue operating 1t..s 



syet,em. 

In consideration or above stipulation, appl1oan~ asked to be 
, " 

" peX'mitted to w.tthdre:w the above entitled Application No,_ e5S9 to dis-

continue service o! water~' 

Froe a eons1c;erat1on or all the above !80ts t.ogether witb the . . .. 
reco::-ds and!lles 1ntroduoed. in evidenoe in the p:r:1or hea:r:1ngs o! 

Application No. 494~, the rate schedule set out in the !olloWing,order, 
ha& been computed and deS1gne4. 

The eVidenoe shows that by re&80D. or large seepage losses 'in 
_'. t t ..... " 

the 12 mile aeet10n or tbe ditoh system trom M~kelumne Bill to· Valley 

Springs, applicant haG been unable during several past seasons 'to 
, , , 

deliver a. su..t.t1c1ent. supply or wat,er to oonscmers 1n the town 'or 

Valley Springs du::r1ng oertain periods in the swmner montbs~ It 
" . 

appee.:r~ that thiS. 'oondi t10n can best, be remedied by. a ootlsiderable 
. ~ '" . 

expE>nd1ture .tor repairs and renewsJ.s, tor whioh expense funds are not. 

&va1lable because or the smaJl revenue possible .troc the present, uses 
or water. 

Under the circumstances" it 18 adVised that e.ppl1ca.nt make 

8Uo~ rep81re to this section ot the ditoh as 1ts+unda will pezm1t 
. ' 

and endeavor to, del1ver the supply required by eonsamers in Valley 
Springs. 

Proeeedings having been brought betore the Railroad COmmiSSion 
as entitled above" the matte:rs haVing been oonsolidated to:r hearing 
and decision and being noW' submitted: 

I~ IS BEREBY FOOND AS A FACT' that the present rate schedule o! 

Mokelci::me R1 ver Power and 'VIatel' Company,. inso!a,:r 8.8 it OJ.:tr ers. !:rom 

the rat.e 8che4uleherein set out,. is: llnJuS'tr and unreasonable end that 
t,. •• ,._. 

the rates herein establ1shed are just end reasonable rates to be 

eha:rge<! by said company tor Viat.er. 



And basins its order upon the foregoing finding of !80~ and .. , , 

the other st8.tements or !e.o~ contained in t,he opinion' wb.1ch preoedes 

this order; , 

IT IS BEREBY ORDERED, that Mokelumne R1 var Power and. Wa.ter" . ' , , 

. Company 'be and it is hereby aut.ho-r1,zed and directed to tile 'W1t.h 
, ' 

t.he R8.11:r:otu: Commission wit.hin twenty' (20) days trom the dat.e or 
this order the, following scbedule of ,:rates, to apply to, all servioe 

" " . 

RATE SCEEOOLE 

~t. Rates r2'r Domest1e Use: Per 'Month 
, ' 

1. For all residential use includ1~g irrigation or 
premises, a minimum rulnu~ chargeet $30-.00 
tor 2,000 cu,b1c teet of water or less -per 

.. month, payable in equal monthly in8t~ents,.... $S.OO 

2. Fol" pnva:t..e bo-erd1ng hOUSGs,. .1n addit.ion to t-he 
resident~81 rate, each roomer or boerder,........ 0:20 

S~ Livery stables and st,oOkyard.8, per average 
number o! stook ted, each,....................... 0.35 

M1nLm~ eharge, •••••••••••••••••••••• ~.............. 3.50 

4~ Public gc.rages, a.vera.ge tour ~tos o:t' less, 4' ........ ~..... 5$0 
Fol" each' add.1 tionel automobile,................................... -.50 

5... Hotels, creameries, slaugh.ter-houses, bott.ling . 
,,' works and laundries, according' to use o! wa.ter, •• $S.50 to S ~OO 

6: For atol:es, shops or business places not other-
wise listed,,, ............. '.......................... 2.50 

7. Additional tor each bath tub, !lush toilet- or 
urinal ,in 3 to 0-, inolu81ve, .................... ~ .. ~ 0.3S 

S... Bs.rns in oonneotion w1:t.h stores or shops, not 
more thc.n two, horses., ............................................. . 

ror each add1 t,1oneJ. horse, ....... ~' ....................... .;. .............. ... 
0.50 
0.25 

9 ~ For cold storage ms.oh1nes in add.1 t10n 'to store " ' ' ' 
, rat.es, ••••••••••••• ~ .......... '~ ••••••••••••••••••• ~$2.00 t.o,5 .. oo 

10~' For use ot hose in tront. or stores or shops tor 
wasb.1ng Windows and sprinkling' s1dewalJcs and 

- roadwa.y, aecord.1ng to use, •••• ' ......................... ~ ........ $O~25 t.<>, 1..00 

11~ Wat,er motors, 8.Oeorci1ng to size, •••••••••••••••••••• $O~75 to 3~OO 

12~ For ea.oh hydrant, espeoieJ.ly installed tor .tire ~ 
protection or tor the '1nd1 v1dusl use or pel:'-
$One, !1l'ms 0): corpora.tions tor· tire 30rV1oe 
exelw.s1 vely , ~ ............... ~ ............. ~ •• ~ .... " •• ., •• $0. 7S 
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• < ••• 

!~ For all reSid.ent.ial use. including in1ge.t10n o! prem-
1ses, -8. minimum annual obarge or $36.00 !or 2.1000 -
cubie teet or water or les8 per montb,.pe.yable ,in , .. 
equal monthly in~tallmenta,._ ••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

All use over 2;000 ctLb1c .feet per month, per _ .. .. 
100 eu,b1c teet. 1 ....................... ., ••••• ~ .............. . 

2 •. For. all use .o! water other than res1dellti~--
lSOOcu bie teet or 18&s per month-- ••••• ~. ~ ~ •• ~ .• ~ ~. ~. ~ ~. 

Between 1500 andSOOO·euo1e ~eet per montb, ••••••••••••• 
All over 5000 cubie teet per month, •••••••••••••••••••••• 

POl" Mont~ 

$3~00 

0~05 

3.00 
0.15 
0.05' 

Meters may be installed at tho opt10n or the consumer 0% the 
oompeny. When a meter 15 installed at the request o! a-consumer, a 
deposit. may be l'equired.,·suoh· a "deposit t.o be returned to·t,he oon-
~er as a oredit on monthly water bills at a rate·ot~ne-s&vent.h or 
the monthly b111s tor wat-er used.· ;. 

IERIY..b:£IQN; MIN!~G--AND INI&SlBIAk..--U§FiS - OPEN DU9H SPYlC~!· 
Pel: M1ner'$ 
Inch p~r DU 

24-hoo.X' serv.1c::e~ continuous now, ••••• ~ ~ .... ~ ..... ~ ~ .. ~ • ~ •• ~ 
12-hour servioe, oontinuous !low, ••••••••••••••••••••• 
24-ho'O.r Berv1oe~ non-eont.inuous .now, ••••••••••••••••. 

tor C~en9~ Xe~: 
24-hour service, eontinuous !low) ••••• ~ •••••• ~~ •••••• ~ 
12-hour servioe, oontinuous !.low, ••••••••••••••••••••• 
YJin1mum annual payment. Will 'be· the eqU!i. veJ.ent ot 

1/4 o! a. miner' 8 inoh continuous now 'lor irriga-
tion season o'l· 5 montbs. M1nerJ B inch equals 
1/40 0'£ eo cubic 'loot per second.· .' . 

. . 

$0:.35 
0.20 
O~45 

$0.30 
0.15 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that w1 thin thirty (SO) days !:r:om 

the date or this order, applioant .tile with t,hi8 Comm1sBion reVised 
. " '., . 

and amended ru~es and regulations governing serneo 0'£ "e:tier 'too con-

sumers to Oeoome etteotive upon their acceptanoe by this Comm1$31on~ 

IT IS HEREBY FC1R~ER. ORDERED that Application No.. €SS9, as en-

. titled above be and it 18 he:reby dismissed. 


