Decision No. LE09

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COIISSION O ‘ DS OF CALIFORNIA

Mrs. Cherles Pemverton,
Complainan®t,

8.
¢ Valley Tﬁlephdhe‘comgany5

Delendeont.

In the matter of the amwlicatlion of
0. 2. Gcodrich doing ousiness unisr
the Lictitoune name ernd style of
sntelopo Valloey Televhone Commany,
for an order establishing Jjust and
reazonsble ratecs Lor tolennone sSorve
ico.

Application Fo. 7455.

Pvullexr, for compleinants and yrotestants.

G. E.
¥. B. Bachtell, for defondaont and apvlicant.

iNIo

Antolowe Valley Telepﬁono Company, defendant and applicﬁnt,.
respectivoly, In too above ontitLled qdmplaint and gpolication, 0p5rates
a teiephone OXCLango SOTVINg enproximately 160 swoscribers in the t@Wn
0 Iencastor and in %he territory‘adjacont thereto. Tho hours duri$5.
waicn Lt provides service to-its,patrons are £rom 6:00 A. . %0 10:06 P
on weex days'mndrfrbm €:00 A. Il to 12 Noon on Sunéays and.hpliaaysi

Complaint having beon filed with the Comission alleginé'that
thece nowrs of service are inadeqﬁate, a hearing.ﬁas held'bofbro.Exéminor

. -1
williems in Iancastor, on Decembex 28, 1921. At this heoring defendant

: ] ‘ o . L
o0k the mposition thet ite wpresort income is not sufficient 0 onable it

to vrovide additional houvrs of service snd Joclared its intontion to ®ile

4%,
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at onco, with the Commission, an application for antaority to ;ncrease'

i%s rates. Complainant and other natrons of aefend&nu having *xpress-

ed willingnoss tc pay such incroase in retes, if any,as the Comm
nd ~aftor invostigat ion $0 o nccessary‘to componsate de*endamx
such ;ncroase in ope ratxng exXponscs A may‘be incurred in nrovtap

I \
suct. additional servico as may bo Lound oy tho Commission t0o bm

\
i

roasonably roouired it was agreed that dofendanx snould file ivs
appli cat;on ‘wWaereupon the two matiers showld bo comsolideted for ”ura
taer nesring. The application having beon *;le& a joint hearing wa°
zeld on April 12, 1922, and voth matiors arc now ready Zor &ocision.
wita roforence 4o the slleged inaﬁeouacy oL tan prosent ‘
nours o service, it appears Ircem tho uestxmony that tnere iz a Do cos-
sivy Lor servico, usually in emcrgenc*es ar;u;n# 2eom timo to time dur-
ing the now re when Gofendant's exchange 1s now c;osed. Tpic is alvo

alleged in a  petition, which vms prosented Vo toe Commission prior

to tho £ilinz o2 this complaint, snd signed by approximately 1C0 of

defendant’s patrons and others. Defendant IS willing to oxbtend the

™

nours of service, ot elaims that to do 80 1+ will bo necessary to
enplioy add ﬁional oﬁerators and provide accoﬁmodations £or thoir uée to
meot the oxyensecs of welen the 'present rovenuas are inasdegquate. ﬁe’endp
ent nas oXX erea in evidence var;ouq statomonts vurporting to show tae
amount of revenues waick will be required to prov;&e continuous 24 nour
service, ana sotting Lor “n schodu*es of rates’ “whi.ch are dosigned. to

produco the revenues reouirea tooetaer witn ite estimate of operu.ins
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oxponses. Tho rates saown in “hose schodulos and those now in ef-

feet are as Lollows:

© Rates Now
: ':.lz : .
Lr LLieCv .
wall S8t 23 Set

% 2475 % 3.00°
2.50.
2.25
1.75
2450
1..00
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Wall Set

Businoss Service., )

mMain Iine : v £e25
Two Rarty Lire 3.75
2ouvr Party ILino 3.25
Ton Pexrty line -
Suburban 3450
Sxvension Sets 1.00

* @
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QR S)hi\th
W~ i oOWn
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Residence Service.

¢ 2,50
2.25
2.00

50
2.25

1.00

.

Yair Iine -8 3.00 v 325
Two Rarty Line 2.75 3.00
Pour Party Line 2.25 2.50
Ten lexrty Line - -
Suburvan o 3.50 3.75
Zxtension Se<w 1.00 . l.25

.
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An examination 0f tha compeny's beoks by tho Commisqioﬁ*e
engincers shows actual operating ¢xponses chargéa by cofendant for %‘o
year 1921, ambunting 0 %4,103.21;‘ Adding taxes,uncolloctidloe reve#noé

end ront expemsé, brovgnt the t§tal to,$4,6?4.89. The‘company nas @ot

charged tc oporating oxpense and et aside for?aoprecismion‘roservOche .
2¢17 amount which it skould have ciasrged Tor thLs puxposo. WAtk 2

0

nroper allowance for this item the toted oporating oxpensos, including

texos, uneolloctible rovenve ~snd rent expense ior 1921, would zave shown

W . - : v, .:‘, - :‘ .
the sum of $5,001.89. The total revenuos for “wo year were ¥5,293.76,

loaving & not Sncomo of $1,191.47. In'e formor procooding, decided oy

‘tne Commimsion ey 1Tth, 1920, Application Fo. 5071, Decilsilor Xo. 7?85,ﬁ

tne Tair veluo o2 dofoudent®s mproperty or rate Lixing puxposos waq\found
t0 o %lé,SO0.00. Adding vo thic figure tho amovnt expended by deﬁgndgpt'

In not additions to dste, the present Lelr value of tuis property %3 founal

$o vo £17,8%4.00. The net Incomo of §2,191.47, reforrod o above.ls

equivelont to 2 not return of 6.6% ox the latter fisure.




it is os“imavou by tho Commission's engincers that
operating expons eq together with }@x.u, vncollsctible revenues
end renv oxpense, and inciuding 2 prover allowsnce for aepreciation‘
rosorve durimng the yeer 1922, witia no change in thoe oresent houvrs of
servico, will be spyrowimately $5,200.00. Under presenf rates, zroés

revenves are e¢stimated at approximately #6,550.00. This would loave

B

2 net income of ¥1,150.00. Upon cormletion Quring the yoar 1922 of

L L
improvements now being made, the Total investment allowsdle 28 a rate

baso will be ayproximately $16,400.00. Present rates would therefoﬁb

corn 6.2% during the yoar 1922, if opeTating exmonses wero not in-’
creased above the amownt est;mate&fby thé Commiésion’sféngineers.
From thie iv 1s apparent that IL p vresont opersting ex—g
venses are Lo ve increa°éd by extonding thé prosent hours K-> serv;ce
tho lesst that defendant snould be pormitted to incrcase 149 nresont
revonues would be an amount not Loss than tho aﬂ&oa oporating oxpense).
In our op n doZondant’s rates are a° n;vh ‘vhoy saoulld ve Zor an

oxenange of tho gsizo and cheracter of defondant™s presonv exeango and‘

they 20 not comveroe wnlavorably with present rates fox s;m;lar excaanves

elsowhere in : '
I@ncaster is o small Lown where t:m necessity for 24 nour
service is not cqually Lolt by a;l of <The suoscribors 0L <o oxchangp
end waere tho eyreeding of tie adu@d oxponse +nrouch rates over the
entLiro exéhangn weuld not resuvlt n cqual oenofit to all of tho
seribers. As wo mave proviously stated the nrozen* nours of uerv;cm
sre froz 6:00 4. M. to 10:00 . M. on woek aays., and £rom 8:00 A n:.;; t0
12:00 ¥eoon on Sundays and hoiiaays; It &oes not appogr from the teé-
‘timony that trore 15 at nresent sufficienu 5ustifica ‘on for the com—

n
plaint as to inadogquacy of these mours of zorvise on weok days. Toﬁ

provide a continuous 24-hour serviee would necepsitate an inerosse in

-l -




raves vo those swbeeridors who do not reguire additional service and,
which, in the clircvmstances, does not aopear To v warrantoedl. Howeves,

Loy those supserivhers vwno are locatn’ ot considerable distances from |

town 1%t i o diatinet disadventegd 4o e ontirely cut off from tele-
vroze commuxication sfter 12 o'clocz mnoon on Sundays and nolidays.
nis disadventage, nowaver, con 0 orvercome, witnmout Iincvrring addi-

tiomal operating cmponse , by closing the office on week daye oerlicr

i

i

|
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tnan is now the cusiom, and by extonding the nours aud mado ava;lablq
o

for sorvice on Jundays and holldays. ' | -
0

Compleint neving boern 51ed with the RBzilroed Commission :
by Mrs. Coerlos Pemberton thalt The novrs 02 sorvico now meintainod 07,
nselope Velloy Telenhone Company sro inadocuato, end, ‘agking for an
order of tzo Cormisgsion oxtending ¢no samo; and appliicetion naving voon
mode by Antelomec Velley Telopuone Company for an ordor of tho uommiss;on
authorizing an Inereaso in rates; public hearings noving oeen qelo. tne
Commission boing fuily apprised; botva matiers naving boon submitted snd
voing now ready for decision, | | J
. 1p' TS TIRESY ORDERED, ty tho ?ailroa& Commisaion, thot, Gofente-.
ant, Antelope Velloy Telemhone Comwa” , in addition w melintalning i?s
present nours - sasll w;ta;n no< fo exdeea 10 days from thc dste
of tzis Order, ' and, thoréafter and wntil tho Lurther ordex of
tasie Cormission, malintein telenLono service Lfrom 4:00 2. . to 7:00 ?. Lo
on &1l Sundsys end rolldays, provided that aoi‘enaar‘c mey close its offico

on wooX daye not oarlior than the nour o2 9:30 2 2 Y., watil otherwise

orderod or aor;zod by the IZalilrond Comm;asion.

T IS EE“ UROZER CRDERED, that in 21l other rospects vhe

complaiat herein be and it L8 nero’dy dismigsed.

-
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LD 8 RATIROAD COMMISSION ZiRNBY FINDS, that tie
prosent rates of spplicent, Antelape Talliey Telsphone Company, 2o
Just and reasomble rave nd shoz:@a e continnod in clfect.-

Besing its conciusions on the foregoing Lindings snd on -
the other findings referred to in the Opinion pfecoding thls ‘Order,]‘

7 IS ENREBY ORDERED, that tho applicotion neroin o and

it is neredby denled.

Dated st San FPrancisce, Calii‘ornia.,‘ this 224 day

Qe , 1922,




