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~ Decision Yo. S Wil WHINT R
BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE 07 CALIFORNIA

In tke matter of the application of

HUGH O'NEILL and GECRGE TITUS for o ‘

certificate of pudlic necesaity to Ltyplication Xo. 7974.

operate truck line between Fermdale

and Petrolia in the Comnnty of EHunm-
boldt, State of California.

A. G. Bradford for Applicanmts.

H. C. Nelson for Elmer Gardner
and M. F. Gardner, Protestants.

BY TEE COMUISSION.
CPINION

The applicants herein seek a certificate for the o';per-
ation of & truck line between Ferndale ond Petrolis in Humboldt
County. The application was heard by Eraminer Eddy 8t Eurekes on
July 24th. | | . )

Ferndale is & small community some three miles west of
Fernbridge, a station on th'é Northwesterr Pa.cific Railway: Petrolis
is about five miles back from the cosst st Punta Gorda. At the
presext time, Llmer Gardner and I. ¥. Ga.r‘dner are operating an
antomobile stage sexrvice and ca.rfying the_@ mail vbetv‘reé:va. Ferndale
and Upper Eattc_ale, serving Petrolia as an intemcdia.te point. This
line was recently purchased from Géo:'g;e M. Brice, with the approval
of this Commiésion. A. W. Way, who épemtes a lizie. between Eureka
and Ferndale, also oyera.tes 2 r:lc-eig‘ht‘ service between FeMe md
Upper Mattole. His tariﬁ covering the :éetro).ia‘ route, Tiled here
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effective June 1, 1917, and subsequent issues, are limited as

follows: Summer freight Rate Schedule applying when roads and
loa.d.s’will permit of auto trucking. For reasons .latjer e:.f.;pia.ined.
his trips have been infrequent, except during the fall season.
Peortests against the granting of s cer‘tiﬁcé.te t;.': 0'Nelll and
Titus were made by ‘bc:th the Gardners and Vay.

It appears ‘cha.; the petitioners, '(rho were until recently
in the employ of A. W. Way, operated over tae route from iay 5 %o
July 18 without having secured a certificate of public c‘orivenience,
and neceszsity, as required by the statutory law. Their opera.tions
ceaged only. when they were notified so to do by 'this Commission and
after court proceedinga.

There was some complaint by these ‘li‘ving along the line
that thc service as performed Iin the past dy Ur. Brice was not
satisfactory, and that the additfonal service offered during the
fall montas by M. Vay dj.d, not fully meet their requirements.
Conziderable grain and fruit iz shipped from the Petrolia and
Uppexr Uattole sections to Ferndale, the pr;mcipam"mov:mem being
in the months of August, September and Octoter. Iluch of this
traffic is handled by trucks overating under contract with indi-
vi&aall ranchers. The rainy season begins in Noﬁrember and, due
to tae condition of the roads, for several xonths in v}inter the
auto vehicle must be replaced by horses and wagons. Because of
these éonditiona, and in order not to be at a.n& fime'm}ithout sup-
plies, the residents of this territory bring‘, in d‘.uriz;g the fall
montas most or the articles needed for winter use. . The result
is thav during the fall months both the 1nbound. oxd ou'cbound. ton~-
nage is quite heav-y'. Mr. Vay in the past has opero:terd. b.is trucks
only during the 'busy season. , |

The Yardners toak over the Brice equipment, consisting
of two 3/4 ton White trucks, 10 horses, and ‘3 stage wagons; in -

¢
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addition to this equipment, they own P horses, 2 passenger cars,
and 2 trucks, the latter of 34 and 1y tons, respectively. If
necessity requires, they are fn a position to lease an additional
2% tom Ttmckf . There appears to be little doubt but that this
equipmernt is ample to serve the needs of tﬂc route for the grea.ﬁer
pa.rt_ of the year: should this not be the cn;se, the Garduners a.re":f.n
& position to put on such additional equipment as mey be nccessary
£o handle the traffic offered. Because of the madl 'c;b.tra.ct,
the Gardﬁers ‘are required to malke six tripsl 8 week between Fern-
dale sni Upper attole. Ur. Woy is willing to make a trip whemever
be can secure & four or five ton load, & coadition which prevails
only d.ﬁring the fall months. | | ‘

| The Gerdsers' published cba.rgel bevween Ferndale and
Petrolia is 62% cents per 100 pounds; O'Neill and Titus, when
hauling as ’indiividua.l operutors,‘ quoted a rz;.te. of S50 cents per
100 pounds. As a result of the lower rate basis, ﬁh{a O*Neill

line hendled most of the freight, while the Gardner trucks, both

inbound and ‘outbound, were’ practically empty. During the month
of iey, thc. average daily tonnage in each d.irec?vz.ﬁoxi was 200 pounds,
and in Junec 385 pounds: the largest single dw's business was less
than 2300 pounds and wes handled by one truck. | The Gardners
failled to meet operating expenses in May by .5‘;194.9.6, and in June
by $154.54; these figures do not include eaxﬁnings troni the mail
route, dbut only from passenger and fLfreight t:mfﬂg. Since taking
over tae route, they have operated thcnréon two 3/4 ton White trucks
and upon the discomtinuance of the O'™Neill o;;erations they put on
& Locomobile 1l& ton truck to handle creom, e.‘cons‘idera.‘ble quantity‘
of whick moves during a portion of the year to Fe:f:'ndalé.' The
epplicants propose, if granted the certificate, ,t?p cha.zége the
same rates as tae Gardner line so that meither will hove an ad-
vantage in that regard. O'Neill's equipment comisﬁz of 2 ton
trucks and. 8 horses.
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There was. testimony to ‘the effect tha.t at times the
Brice aervice had not 'been adequa.te, and  the belief wa.s expressed
that the territory would be better served if there were: competi—
tion. It was stated also that, slthough the service furnished
by the Gardners since taking over the line had been generally sat-
isfactory, the period of heavy traffic had 2ot yet been reached.
The Ga.rdn;.ars are financially able to but on the a.d.ditioml equip-
ment necessary, and state that this will be'd.one. ua.e record
deaonstrates beyond question that the amount of 'tm::'f.i.c involved
is not sufficient to mintain two lines operating daily' through-
out the year, and that public convenience and nec essity do not
warrsnt the additional service proposed. |

The application will, therefore, be denfed.

OCRDER

A public hearing ha.vingﬁbe;en held upon lfthe ::Lbove entitled
opplication, the matter being submitted, snd now-}rea.dslr for decision,

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION HYPEBY DECLARES that public come
venience a.nd. necessity do not require the operation by' Hugh O0'Neill
and George Titus of an automotive truck line betvrcen I'erndale and
Petrolia, Hdumboldt County.

IT' IS HEREBY ORDERED that the spplication 'be and it is
herebdy d.eniedm ‘ }

Dated at Sen Francisco, California, this __fff_"/i day of
August, 1922. |

- Commissi oners.
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