
JJecision No:" /0 7£3 

:SEFORE ~ RAIIaOAD CO~ISSION -0]1 THE STME OF CALIPORliIA. 

-000-

• In tho matter ot the applicction ot 
the People of the 'State of Celifornia 
on the relation of the Department of 
:E'llblic 'Horks for an order authorizing 
the constroction of a State highwa~ 
gr~de crossing over the tracks o~ the 
Southern Pscific Rail~oad Company. a 
corporation, about two miles northwest 
of IndiO, in Riverside Coanty, California. 

, 

s. V. Cortelyoo, for App11csnt. 
F. 3. Acstin, for Soothorn ~acific Railway. 
G. E. Bowles, for Associated. Ch.s.mbers. of 

Commerce of Imperial Vclley. 
J. W1nn Wilson, for Ind.io Chamoer'of Ccm- , 

merce. 

O:?INION ------_ ..... 

In this application the People of the State of California 

on the relation of the ::Department of J?ablic ':Iorks ask fo-r $.D. order 

autho'rizing the constroction of a State highway at grade .across 

the track of Soothern Pacific Compan7 about two miles northwest 
of Indio. 

A pcblic hearing was held in this app11cation on May 

l8. 1922. at Indio before };xaminer Vl11l1ams. 

The ~epartment of Public Works of the Stcte of Calif-

ornia is constructing a State highway from Edom to IndiO, being 

deSignated as Division ViI, Rccte 26. Section E. This highway 

will be a part of the main through roote from Los Angeles to the 

Imperial ValleY' by way of Redlands and Coachella. Valley. This 

highway is located. on th.e northerly side of the :cain line of" 

l. 



the Soathern ~aci~ic all tho wcy betwoon Los Angoles and the pOint 

oi the :proposed. crossing $.lld in ordor to roach Imp&·rial Va.llo:r 

it moat necessarily cross the railroad at some pOint. The pOint 

designatod in the applio~t1on appears to ce as satisfactory as 
~ that coald bo solected for the location of a grade crossing. 

a.:a.d there being no qoeation as to the nocesSi ty fo:r El.. c:ro ss1ng 

. in some ma.nne:r in this general'vicinity. the only pOints to be 

detormined are the particalar ~oint of crossing. the manner of 

~:rossi~g and the apportionment of the cost. 

The Associated Chambers of Commerce of Imperial Valley 

objected to the construction of s~ch an imPortant h1ghwu1 at grade 

Over the m~in line of So~thern ?sc1fic Company. claiming that 

this road would be of sufficient importance to jostify e. separa.-

tion of grades. 

It, is estimstecl by the Ce.lifornia Hishway Commission, 

that an cndergrade crossing at this location wocld. cost $37.l00.00 

and that an overgrade crossing would cost considerably more. 

It is estimated that the 'total traffiC over the hiehway at 

this ~oiJ1t will average a'boct 250 vehicles :per day. The tra:f':fic 

on the railroad at this location averages ten passengertr3.ins. 

ten :freight trains end. six light engines daily. Tho view llt the 

:pro~osed crossing is open, cnobstrlJcted in all directions and the 

track is appro:r.1mately three feet above the adjacent ground scrface. 

Under these conaitio~s, it does not a:ppear that the 

hazerds incident to a. grade crOSSing carrying no more than the 

amount of traffic indicated jostifies an expense in excess o~ 
$30,000 for its elimination. 

It appe~s. there:fore, tAat the a:pplication should. be 

granted and that the croasins when i~stalled sholJld be protected 

by an nctomatic flagman. 



OR:DER ..-.-----

~e Pe op1e of the State of California. on relation of the 
~epartment of Public Works having made appliostion for permission 

to cO!lstrl.'lct a. State highway at grade acroo s the track of Soathern 

?acific Company about two miles northwest of In~io in the County 

of Riverside, a public hearing havine been held, the Commission 

being apprised ot the facts and tho matter being onder submission 

and ready for decision, 

I~ IS RERZBY FOUND AS A FAC~, that ~ub11c convenience and 

necessity require the establishmont of So 1'oo11c crossillg at grade 

at the point hereinafter set forth onder certain conditions as 

her~inafter specified, therefore 

IT IS ~~y ORDE.~. that permission be and it is hereby 
granted the' People of the State of California on relation o:f 'the 

!Je:partment of 1'ub1ic Works to construct a St.s.te highway at grade 

across the track of Socthern PacifiC Company at the intersection 
• 

of the track of said Soothern Pacific Company with the west line 
of Section 15. T. 5 S.9R. 7 E., S.B.E. & M. 9 as shown on the map 
marked ~b1t An attached to the application subject to the 

following conditions. viz: 
(1) !rhe entire expense of constroctine the cross1ng sllall:be 

borne by the applicant. The cost of its maintenance up to a line 

tw.o .(2) feet ootside the rails shall be borne by the applica.nt~ 
, 

The maintenance ot that portion of the crOSSing between the rails 
and two (2) feet outside thereof shall be borne by the Southern 

Pacific Cocpany. 
(2) The crossing shall be constrocted of a width not less 

than twentyfoar (24) feot and at an angle of f1ftynine (59) degrees 

to the railroad and. with er~de of approach not greater than three 
(3) per cent; shall be protected by a sui table· crossing sign and. 

shall in every way be made safe for the passsge thereon of vehicles 
3. 



and other rond traffic. 

(3) An actomatic flagman Shall be installed for the pro-

tecti~n of s~id crossing. Said actomatic flagman shall be of a 

·type and installed in accordance with pl.9.ns or data approved by 

the Commission. The cost of installing said ~utomatic flagman 

shall be borne by the applicant and ~he cost of its maintenance 

thereafter shall be berne by Soothern Pacific Co~pany. 

(4) Applicant shall. within thirty (30) days thereafter,. notify 

this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the installation 

of suid crossing. 
(5) The cothorization herein granted. for the installa.tic,n of 

said crOSSing will' lapse and become void one year from the date of 

tAis order unless further time is granted by sobseqaent order. 
. . 

(6) The C.ommission resorvos. the right to make sach forthor 

orders relative to the location. constroctioIl. operation, main-

tenance and protection of said crossing as to it may seem right 

end proper and to revoke i t·s Jlormission if ~ in its jodgmen t .. the 

pablic ,convenience and necessity delcs.nd such action. 

Date'd at San ~'r~cisco_ California, this t « 
~.' ----------

day of .$agtlo :t, 1922. 

commiss.ioners. 


