Decision Noe /07 7 7

BEFORE TEE RATIROAD COIL(ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIAe

TOWN OF CORTE MADERA.,
Complainant, |
-V8= Case Noe 17096

NORTEWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD
COMPANY, .& corppration, .

T S bt St Qv Qoonl? St e Qpect? Vst N

Defendant.

Town of cOrte Mﬁdera, Marin COanxy, Cal.
. and its Attorney,

Jobn J. Mazzs, 16 Columbus Aye;;
San Francisco, California,

Northwestern Pacifiec Jailxroad Co.,
64 Pine St., San Franclsco, California,
and its Attorney,
Stanley Moore, Insorance Exchenge Bldg.,
San Francisco, Californiae .
BY THE COMMISSION:
T ORPINION

In this proceeding the Town of Corte Maders has come

Plained of the alleged dangerous conditions oxisting at two grade
erossings at First Street and Redwood Ayenue; respect;velyi over
the tracks offthe Northwestern Pacifie Rgilroad Company, and asks
thet aotomatic warning sigmels be installed by the railroad come
pany at theae_crosaigga. An. angwer was filed and a public hearing
held before Examiner Goxrdon on'Apri;'iz; 1922; at Corte Maderae

The Town of Corte Maders, a suoburban community, with &
population of aﬁproximately 650 people, is sitoated on the Northe
western Pacific ﬁailroad at the base of Xt. Tamalpa;s; 12.6 miles
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fronm San Francisco. The railroad passes throogh the town in &
norfperly;an& aoatheriy direction, and is crossed by First Street
and Redwood Avenue, both of which connect with the State Eigﬁway;
locsted approximately 200 feot west of the railrosd and st &
s8lightly higher elevatione The reilroad station 1s also on the
westerly silde of the track and between the two streets, which are
approximately 350 feet aparte The principal stores and places
of 5nsineaa of‘the commonity are 1§6ated on the easterly side of
the track oz Railrbad Avenue, & thoroughfare which is adjacent

snd parallel to the railroad right of waye

Firgt Stréet, the more souvtherly of the two in queatioh,

crosses the track at an angle of aboot sixty degreess It is in
& poor state of repair on esch side of the crossing and is Llittle
used on account of its steep grades at that pointe The approach
to the track irom the east is on a 15 per éent gra&e‘and the ascent
from the track westerly is at a 10 per cent grad;. - The testimony
ahows that becamuse of the steep grade of the spreet:~éptbmobilea
sprroaching the irack from the east are iequiréd'to ahift to &
lower gear immediately before reacching the.rallroad gndlfreqpenfly
become stalled on the tracks at the point of ¢rossinge The iigw
of trains approaching from the south is almost totally obétfgcfé&
doe to the fact that the track at this point is on a curve aroun@
a.hill§ ‘
In view of these circumstances, we are of the opinion
that this crossing is a particularly dangerous one and cannot be
adequately protected by & warning a;gnal devices The only propex
remedy for soch a condition is either & sepération'of gfadea or
an abolition of the crossinge In this instaence a sepafaxion of
grades is not warranted by reasbn of the grest expeonse involvec§

On the other hand, 1f this crossing is abolished, no seriovs public




inconvenience will resuolt, as nearly all the traffic at present
movesa over the Re&wg&d_crossing, ard the few residents at present
living on First Street, betweer the railroad and the highway, will
not be reqéired to travel more than 400 feet further to uée the

Redwood Avenue crossing rather than the route now available over

Fi:at Street, in order to get to the stores on the east side of the

tracke
Redwood Awenue; the more northerly of the two streets in
guestion, carries the bulk of the traffic across the tracks at Corte

. Medera. It is in good repair; crosses the tracks at approximately

right angles with an approach from the east on & grade of 1l per

cent and an ascent from the track to the west of & per cente. The
view of trains by vehicles gpproaching this crossing from the east
is ;praot;lcally onobstructed, except a1_: such times a.alcara may be
gtanding on a spur track located morith of the crossinge From
the westerly side, there is a regsonably clear view to the soufch
for a distance of approximately 700 toeﬁ.' The view to the north,
however; is quite sexiounsly obstructed, both by buildinga located
on private property and by an’ embankment along the west side of
the track six feet or more in heighte  Iraffic counts taken a
short time before the hearing and gubmitted in evidence show that
Redwood Avenue is & relatively important crossinge This is farther
borne out‘by the fact that the nearest crossing north'thereof is
an overhead e¢xossing, approximately7l;000 feet diétant, while %o
the south, the nearest crossing other than First Stréet, is sbout
2% miles away and on the other slde of an intervening h111§
Porther evidence of the dargerons condition of both cross=
iﬁga in Question‘is.shown by the nnmber of traina.pasaing'through
Corte Madera dallye The railroad cSmpany at the present time |

_ operates 92 electric passenger trainas, 16 steam. passenger trains
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and 4 freight trains per day over this trgck. 0f this number,

approximately 10 per cent stop at Corte Msderae Accoxrding to
the testimony, the speed of the treins which 'do not stop varies
“from 20 miles to 40 miles per hour at these crossings; Evidence
wes also introduced sbowing that sexrious accident® have occurred
in the past at both crossingse.
. Aftor careful conslderation of all the evidence aubmittéd,
the Comnission hereby makes ita findings of fact as follows:
" le The existing crossing of First Street over the
tracks.of the Northwestern Pacific Railxroad in the
Town of Corte Madera is dangerous to the traveling
publie osing such crossing, and it is in the interest
of the public welfare and safety that seld crossing be
abolisheds ‘ . “
2. The existing grade crossing of Redwood'Awenue over
the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad in the
Town of Corte Madera is dangerous to the traveling public
vsing said crossing, end it is necessary, in order to
promote snd safeguard the safety eand welfare of the public
and of the employes and passengers of said railroad, to

install and maintein at said crossing an sntometic wigwag
warning signal devices

Basing ita order upon the foregoing findings and ofher
atatements of fact contained in the opinion rreceding this order;

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, that the orossing of.Firss St#eet- :
over the tracks of the Northwestern Pacific Rgilroéd Company in
the Town of Corte Madera, Marin County, Californis, be, and the
game is, hereby abolished, and the Horthwestern Pacific Railroad
Company shell, within sixty (60) days from the effective date of
this order effectively close said crossing to public use and travels

IT IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED, that the Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Company, at its cole expense, shell, within sixty (60)
@ays from the effective date of this order, install ahdvtheéeaitef
maintain at the crossing of Redwocd Avemue over its tracks in the
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Town of Coi-te Madera, Marin County, Californis, an sutomatic flagman,

said autometic flegman to be o:é & type, and irnstalled in acoordance

with plans or data, approved by the commisaion; axnd éhall notify

this Commission, in writing, of the installiation of said Warning

signal within thirty (30) days after such installation is completede
Dated at Ssn Franéisco,’ Califor:iia., this l’% day '

of Septémber, 1922+ '
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Commissioners,




