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3ZFORE TEZ RAITRO0AD COITIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

~=000=~

Te Zo I0LL, et al.,
Compleoinents,
vs.

IZTIS A. & PRUDENCE TURNZER,

CASE NO. 1591

or The Turumer Water Systen,

el ot el e P N N e N it N

Defendants.

3Y TES COMIISSION:

QPINIOL ON REEEARING

This 13 & proceeding dbrought by W. EH..lull and sixteen
ther res;dents of what is kmown as the Clutter aend Long Tract,
necr 3ell, Tos Angeles County, against Lewlis A. Turner and
Swndence Turmer, owaers of a small pudlic utility water system.

& public heering of this case was held in Doc Angoles
on Novezber 26, 1921, before Zxaminer Williams, and the Comni s5ion
Iscued ite opinion end order No. 10103 on Februsry 17, 1922, in
whick opinion and order the Commission faxnd a& o fact thet the
defendants had not rendered adequate or satisfactory service to
consumers on "South Ting Street™; that o lorger main shovld there
be instelled, and thot the pudlic interest demanded that met =g
be inctelled free of charge to the consumers. The order directed

the defendants to file withk the Commission detailed plans and

spegifjg@t;ons of such frmrovemente as would be pecessary to pro-

vide for adeguate vexrviece, and, on approval thel'ecf, 750 J.Ilﬁ'ﬁﬁ‘vll

sueh fmprovenentis. The orier also directed defondanta to install

meters free 0f chorge to congumers, mad to refmad oxy poymenis
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mzade by compleinants for the installation of meters, at the rate

of 104 02 the monthly water bIll each month until emtirely refunded.
FTerther detalls covering the allegations of the parties and the
findings of 'the C-o::missilon are o dve féund in seid opiixion end order.
Spplication for relkearing was f£iled by defendants on the ground

0f newly discovered documentary evidence, and also on the ground
thet defendents™ water supply rad never been dedicated tq puolie
wse. The seid spplicetion wae granted by tae C'ommiss;on, and a
public heering was neld thereon in Los iAngeles on September 26tn,
1922, before Exeminer Williams. The evidence adduced at this re-
heering showed that the Turners had not themselves purchased or
sepplied any meters, but that the same had in 81l instances been
supplied by tae londowner or the consumer. It was also zade

evident that whatever interezt the owners of the Clutter and Long
tract possessed in the dlstributing system in thet tract, ineluding
eny meters originally purchased by them, could be obtained by
defendants for o mere pomiml swa, ond thet tae consumers who nad
furniched their owa meters would be willing to turn the same over

t0 the defendants if certain Iimprovements in the service were made.

Such e plan sceords with the settled policy of the Commission to

provide, ac neerly as poscible, fortae ownership by 2 single
pe:éon or company of sll tae agencies of production and distridbution
of o public uwtility service, rather then to have the owaership
spread over g nwmber of persons.

Defendants urged that, owing to the precarious financial
condition of their plent, it wonld be impossible Sor Them to
install o four inck pipe on Xing Street and at the same time
fornish all new meters. It waz cuggested by defendants, nowever,
+aat if new consumers would advance the cost of such meters and
service Installation, they wonld refund such advences in mon‘th‘.}.y
fnstallments of 33-1/3% of the minimur monthly charge of $1.50,

or 50¢ ver montk, wxtil Iully refunded. Tor counvenience, :’.t‘ wes
o
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egrecd that the sum of $20.00 wounld be & reagomobdle amount for
suck advance, 1f the Commission chould concider the same sdvisable.

While it is the settled policy of this Commission not
to place wpon tho consumers of public uwtilities the burdern of
moking advances of sume properly to be charged to capital amoent,
vevertacless, theére have been instences where, because of syecial
circuzstancges, the rule hags been reluxed, If the constmer could

e assured of g refund of such advance within a reasonable tinme.
Tals latter practice has only boen allowed in cases where exten-
veting circumstances were present, and, only where public interest
denanded an exception to the general pvolicy.

In the present csse, because of financisl conditions,
the ovmers of this small public utility appear to be unable at the
present time to install certein nececssary improvements through
which ac‘ieqﬁa.te service may be hof, ond at the same time to corry
the initial cost of meters for new consumers. It is our opinion
tast the public interest therefore reoulres In this varticular
instance & relexation of the general yprinciple above mexntioned,
although tais shonld not be taken as an spproval of this method,
a5 g gexeral practice, nor as & permanent poliey for this particu-~

lar water systenm.
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Defendants in the above entitled matter having applied

for e rehearing after decision by the Commission, and & publie
héaring kaving been held thereon, and the matter having been
swbmitted, |

IT IS E=RZBY ORDERID that the order of the Commission
heretofore made in this metter (Decision No. 10103) be and the
sexe is heredy vacated and sanulled and the following order is
nereby made, to wit:

(1) Defendants are horeby directed to proceed dilfi-
gently to procure from those persons now holding title to the same
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the title to 2ll the agoncies used In the distrivution of the water
¢f their public utility water system, including =21l meters snd
service connections;

(2) Defendants are also hereby directed to £ile with

tzis Commission within trirty (30) days sfter the date of this order

detailed pluns and specifications for sush improvements as are
necessery 1o mekxe possible adequate water service to comsumers,
Including o 4 inch pipe on South Xing Street to rgplace'the 1%
irzeh pipe now used, 2ud an adeguate provicion for fiushing the same

8% 1ts "dead end™:

(3) Upon the spprovel by thg Gommission of geld plans
end specifications defendants shall degin at once and proceed
Ailigently with the work of justelling said fmprovements, report-—
ing progress to the Commission in writing a% intervals of ten (10)
doys wntil cempletion: p |

(4} Defenfents sre further directed to £ile forthwith
vith tails Commission a revised schedule of rules and regulations
to include a regulation that each new consumer shall advance the
sun of $20.00 prior to receiving service to cover cost of meter
and service installation, the seme to De refunded in mcznthly in-.
stellments of £ifty cents ($.50) ocach a5 a credit upon menthly
bills, wmtil the Lull smwa is refunded.

| Dated ot Sen Frameisco, Californis, this ,ZZ/‘\day of
October, 1922.




