Decision Xo. /J i‘f g
BEFORE THE ”AEROA'D COMMYSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

53"‘“‘ Bs\'ﬁyiﬂx

In the matter of the complaint by the 52 "‘%l
Cormission, on its own motion, against the )
WEST SIDE NATURAL GAS COMPANY of Taft, Cal-
1fornia, a5 to the reasonableness oL 1'05

)
)
rates or charges. g

BEY
....":‘

Case No. 1828.

Joseph Eaber, foxr Wost Side Natural
. Gas Company, Respondent.

BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

This proceeding was instituted by the Railroad
Comssion; on its own motion, against Ti'fest Side Natural Gas
Company For the purpose of effecting a complete determination
of the accuracy of all gas meters ueed by thig Company in
serving its consumers end for the further purpose of providing
for the proper sdjustment and correction of all meters found
to be registering inaccurately. A careful series of tests
was nmade by the éommission's engineers, wherein over one hun-
dred meters wero tested. .'i‘his investigetion indicated that the
gas meters of respondent used for measuring gas to its consumers
were generally inaccurate snd were registering In excess of the

true cmount of gas delivored.

A hearing in this matter was held in Taft before
Exeminer Satterwhite on November 2ud, 1922, at which time testi-
mony by respondent smd the Commission's enginoers Was heard and
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the matter submitted. 4 report éetting forth tests made upon

111l of respondent’s meters by engineers J. O. Wiley and R. l.
Bauer, of the Commiseion, was submitted in evidence as indicat-
ing the general inaccuracy an§ over-registration of these meters.
The accuwracy of the meter prover used by the Cormission in these
tests was éuestioned by respondent, who alleged thal a small

lesk existed in the prover fittings during trhe time while the
last twenty meters were bdeing tested. Testimony by Mr. Wiley

set forth thet this prover had been caréfnlly celibrated and
certified correct by the Railroad Co ssion dbutr a short time
previous to these tests and to the best of his knowlé&ge no
such‘leak existed. In passing, it might be noted thet if a
leak in the prover h&s oxigted, as aileged, then-sny meters 80
tested would be found to be more inaccurate and registering
even faster than repofted. if tested upon & tight prover.

Mr. Harry L. lasser, Assistant Engincer for the
Commission. testified as to certain measures he'beliequ neces="
sary for respomient to take in commection with this proceéding
to comply with Genexal Order No. 58 of the Railroad Commission.
He stated thet it was his 6p1nion thet éll of responden@h meters
should be removed and tested under the suporvision of the Com-
mission,and in & memer sstisfectory to it, within the shortest
pexiod of time practicably possible and thet insccurate meters
should be properly repaired and adjusted before belng returned
to service; In order to &o this work properly, bhe recommended
that respondent purchase & ﬁéw and setisfactory meter prover
and obtein the wse of an additional prover; thaet a new meter

testing shop of brick or tile construction should be ovtained;

thet an sdequate number of meter reyalr men an@ sexvice men
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be employed to permit the complete testing of all meters at
the earliest possible dete; emd, further, that from 150 to 200
sccurate meters be obtained in stock prior to the staxrt of the
testing in order to expedite the work. -
| After considexration of MNr. Masser's recommendations,
respondent advised the Commission of its willingness to fully
comply with tho proposed measures for the testing and repair
of its meters end the inctallation of new equipment and facili-
ties a8 believed necessary by the Railroad Commissidn.

A%t the hearing in thic mattex complginx was made by
¥r. B. Gallawey, & resident of South Taft, al;eging‘hié meter
to be inaccurate and thdt even aftor fepeated rgqnests to the
Company it hed failed to test the meter and inform him of its

sccuracy, and that he believed the present gas rates in Soutk
Taft were unreaconable. .

It sppears sdviseble, st this time, to direct the
West Side Natural Gas Company to carry on the test of all

meters, in order to detormine the accuracy of the same and to

postpone deciding the matter of roparation to a 1ater'datq,

when more complete evidence will be available. The Commission
is convinced that justification.exists for a complete investi-
gation of the existing rates of the West Side Natural Gas Com=
peny dﬂi this proceeding will be continmed for furtser consider-
ation of the roasonsbleness of the rétes. A fuxfhe: hearing
will be set to councider these matters after gufficient time

has elapsed to determine thé scouracy of meters and for the

Commission’s engineers and sccountants to make the necessary

investigations of the property sad operations of the Company.
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The Railrocsd Commission, on its own motion, having

Eﬁie GUmplﬁim a8 w fﬁé fé&ﬁo&a‘bleness 02 the rates or ¢harges

for gas moasured by the meoters of West Side Natural Gas Company,
a hearing having been held and evidence having been submitted
indicating thet the meters of West Side Natursl Gas Company are.

generally insccurate end registering in excess of the true emount

of gas delivered to the consumers,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, That West Side Natural Gas
Company shﬁilé

(1) purchase a new and accurate gas meter prover
¢f a type approved by this Commisgion and shsll, in add.iition.
procure the use of another prover for the purpose of expedit-
ing the testing of'all its meters;

(2) proceed without delay to obtain a suitable metex
testing shép:of brick or tile construction to be approved dy
the Railroad Commission; '

(3) within thirty (30) days from the date of this
order, proceéa. with dve dd.liggnée to make complete and careful
tests of all gas meters in sorvice upon its systen under the
supervision and in the mannex prescribed by the Railréad Com-
nigsion, keeping full r;cord thereof and, further, that all
insccurate or imporfect moters be properly repaired., tegted
and male accurate befo:é being returned to sexvices

(4) employ additionel meter repair men, service men
and others, togethexr with such additionsl fecilities or equip~
ment a8 may be necessary in the opinion of the Railroad C:,om-
mission for tkis work;

(5} within thirty (30) days from the date of this
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crder have oxn hend and in stock at least one hundred fifty (150)
gae moeters of proven accurecy meeting the regquirements of | |

General Qxder No. 58 o0f the Railrosd Commission. /QL-

Dated at Sexn Franeisco, California, this day

of November, 1922.

Commissioners.




