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Eighland Pork Chamber of Commerce,)

Conplainent, )

)

¥S. g Case No. 1748.
The Atchison, Topeks axd Santa Fe )
Raillwsy Compony, )
Defendant. )

)

)

)

)

)

Eighl&nd Park Chamber of Cormerce,
Complainant,

vs. Case No. 1749.
Los Angeles and Sglt Lake Railwoad

Conpany,
Defendent. )

Catabert and G. J. Bornsg, for Complainant.
Tottle and Z. I. Luocey, for The Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company.
Pettit, Jr., for Los Sngeles and Salt Lake
Reilrosd Conpeny.

Lilton Bryen and E. Z. Osborne, Jr., for City
of Los Angeles.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

PINIOXN
In these proceedings the Chamber of Commerce of Eighland
Rark asis that certalin grade crossings of public streets over the
tracks of the defendznts be provided with sutomatic flaogmen and
that the bells or gongs now inmstalled at cextain grade crossings
be removed.
A public hearing was held ox these matlers in Log Angeles

September 12, 1922, before Examiner Williams. No objJection




was nmade 10 Joint hearing and decision. _

The BEigkland Park Chamber of Commerce, complainant herein,
is ¢ voluﬁmary csaoeiation of individuals resi&ing in that portion
of the City of Los Angeles, commonly known a8 the Highland Park
District. |
) Complainant asks in Case 1748, that the automatic bells or
gongs now loecated at tke crossings of West Avenve 54, West Avenne
59, West Avenue 60 or at any other crossings herein menkioned, be
removed or silenced and that ax actomatic flagmen (sometimes called

a wig wag) be installed and meintained at the crossings of West

Avenve 51, West Avento 53, West Avenuve 55, Weét Avenne 58, West

Avenue 60 snd West Avenve 61, respectively, over the tracks of
The Axghison, Topeks and Sante Fe Rallway.

‘ COmpléinanx also asks in Case 1749, that the sutomatic
gongs or bells now installed at the'grgde crossings of East Avenue
43, 3ast Avenve 52 and Arroyo Glen, respectively, over the tracks
of the Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railrosd be removed o silenced
end that sxn sotomatic flegmen be installed at the crossings of
Zast Avenue 43, Last Avenuve 52, East Avenue 54, East Avenue 55,
East Avenue 57, Hayes ivenue, éast Avenue 60, Echo Street, East
Avenue 61, Arroyo Glen, Avenue 63 and Avenue 64, respectively,
over the trecks of the Los Angeles and Salt Lake Radlrosd.

The defendaxnt iailroads. in answer 4o these complsints,
both deny'that ﬁny of the above named crossings are dangerous or
require any protection othe} than thet now provided at the several
crossings.

Although the City of Loa Angeles did not introduce aﬁy ev-
1dence at the hearing it was stipulated that the city should have
the privilcge of filing any oxhibit desired within ten days,
complainant and defendantis resérving the right to cross-examine
on any sach ezhibdit. - No soch exhibit has been filed.
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The dlstrict known es Eighland Park extends along the

right bank.pf the Arroyo Seco‘in the City of Los Angeles in &

_ northerly.and southerly direction from Avenue 40 %o Avenue 66.
The tracks of both the Salt Leke end Sants Fe extend also in &
northerly ond squthg:ly direction throuvgh practicelly the eatire
length of the district. The track of the Sants Fe is its main
line between Los ingeles and San Bermardino via Pasadena and
there 1s operated over it approximately ten pasasenger tiainé
deily =nd from three to tem freight trains dally. This track
through Highland FPurk is-om & grade of from one to two per cent
ascending northerly. Ihe traeck of the Los Angeles and Salt Lake
is a branch line runing from Los Angeles to Pasadena and there
are operated over it four passenger trains and four freight
trains daily. _

The territory traversed by‘each of the rallroazds is
essentlally residential. The traffic on the verious streets
var;eslcons;derably. The ha;ard_of accidents at the various
crogsings, 1s in most instances considersbly augmented by the
fact that the view afforded vehicles of spprosching trsins
ot many of the crossings, is serioosly obstructed.

Considerable testimony was jntroduced showing con-
dltions at several crossings covered in this complaint amd
from this evidence it appears that certain steps shonld be
teken to safeguard the public in this dlstrict.

‘ ~ Back of the crossings involved in these proceedings
will be briefly discaossed.

ATCEISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE RAILWAY CROSSINGS (CASE 1748)

West Avenue 51

Tre traffic over this crossing is light, the view for

the most yart is not seriouvsly obstrocted, and the street is
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essentielly locel in character. The mecessity for additional pro-
tection at this croscing has not been demonstrated.

Weat Avenue 53

Here the view is very serzously obstructed and there is
& moderate smount of highway traffic. It therefore apyears thap the
installetion of an svtometic flagman is Jostifled at this crosaing.

West Avenue 54

¢

This crossing is inm 2 closely bullt up residential territory

s une DDGr&tion Of an awtomatic gong in additiﬁn to the aotomatic
flegman does not seem to be Justified and It should therefore be
silexnced.

viest Avenuve 55

Since the view here is serilously obstrocted in all
directiona_‘and‘thgre is a moderate amount of vekiculer traific
ovor this crossing, sn sutometic flagman shoold be installed for
its protection.

West ivenue 58

The view at this c¢rossing is qoite serioosly obstrocted
in at least two_of’the fogr directions and there is a nmoderate
amount of traffic over it. An sutomatic flagmen skould be installed
for the protection of this crossing.

Vieat Avenue 59

This crossing is in a closely built up residential territory
and the operation of an aotomatic gong in addition to the avtomatie
flagmgn does not scem to be Justified and 1t shoald thexefore be

silenced.

West Arenud 60

This crossing, when approcched from the West, has i1is




vigw of trains approsching from the north entirely shot off by an

adJacent lumber yard. It i3 protectqd by & gong type bell baut this
protection does not.sppear to be adequate. Althoughvthe traffiec
over this crossing is relatively light, there have been sericas
sceidents a% this‘location and it appears that the sntomatic bell
should be repluced by =n cutomatic flagmen and the triangular

type crossing sign replaced by & standerd X-shaped crossing siga.

West Avenue 61

Although the view here is somewhat obstructed in at least
two directions and the smount of wvebicular traffic is'moderately
heavy, the‘crossing is so located that & reasonably prodent driver
of a vekicle cen obtein & werning of the spproach of a train b& |
virtoe of the operation of the worning bell and‘gate§ protécting
the crossing of Pascdena Avenuve immediately adjacent, end under
these circumstances the installation of sn aotomatic flagumen at
this crossing does not sprear to be Justified at this time.

| L0S_ANGETES & SALY LAKE RATIROAD CROSSINGS (CASE 1749).

East Avenne 43 ,

This crossing 1s mow protected by & gong type beli and
carries a‘fairly heavy traffic. The view is quite ae:ipasly ob-
strocted in nearly all directions and under these clrcumstances
it sppears that the presenx satonatic bell should be repleced with

an avtomatic flagmsn.
Esat Avenve 52 A

The view at this crossing is also seriously obstructed
in all directions and the street approaches the crossing from the
west on a descending grade of sboct ten (lO%}\per cent; however,
doe to the relatively ligkt vehicular traffic over this crossing
it sppears that the time has not yet arrived when an automatic




flogmen should be imstalled.. The crossing is at present protected
by an sutomatic bell and this protection shovld in this case be
retaingd, qnmil soch time o3 en antometic flagman is Jjustified.

Begt Avenue 54

- This cxossing is at the foot o a very steep grade de-
scending from the west and the crossing itself 1s not in line witk
the street on either side of the railroad. The actual use made
of this crqgsing by‘xhe public is very slight and it appears clear
thet it would not sericmasly interfere with publiec convenlence
were thia crossing closed, but that on the other hand the closing'
of tkis crosaing would be in the interest of public safety. Thia
crossing should therefore be closed to vehicolar traffic.

East Avenne 55 '

The view at this crosaing is only partially obstructed

and the traffic is relatively light bdbut upon the closing of the

crossing at Zast Avenuve 54, additional traffic will be diverted

to this crossing and under these circumstancéa‘an aotomatic flegman
would appesar to be Justified at this location. The city also
should arrange to install proper advance waruning sigms as provided
for in Section 22 of the lotor Vehicle Act.

Eagt Avenne 57

The view in at least two directions is rather gericusly .
obstructed and traffic is moderate and the installation of an

avtomatic flagman appesrs to be Justified.

Eayes Avenue |
The view of this crossing is very serlously obs@ructod

but the crossing is so loceted that 1t is not a vital public.




.Recessity, g}l the territory being served by 1t heving access

to svenne 60. The Hoyes Avenne crossing should therefore be
closed to vehicular treffic.

Eest Avenune 60

The view ot this erossing is seriously obstrocted

and the trafflc over this crossing is comparatively heevy,

therefore the instalggglon Df £ auﬁsmafic P agmen at this lo-

cation sprears to be Justified.

Echo Street

This L8 o erossing having en obstrocted view and
thore sppears to be precticslly uo public necessity for maintain-

lng this crossing. The public dces, in fact, melke but very
1ittle ose of it snd resdy access may be had to territory on
each side of this crossing by means of the adjscent streets, ~
East Avenue 60 and East Awenue‘él. Under these circumstances
this crosaing should be closed to vehicuolar traffic.

zest Avenge 61 7

This crossing has some obstruction to view but caxries
8 relatively light traffic. It is immediately adjecent %o the
grade crossing of the Los Angeles and Salt Leke Railrosd’s track
over the Atchaison, Topeka snd Samta Fe track, which trgék erossing
is protected during certein hours by & crossing flagmen, whose
duty it is to control the movements of Selt Leke trainS &cross
the Seanta Fe track. It appears that it would be entirely feasible
for tais flagmen to also act as flagman for the highway traffie,
and this should be 30 arramged. During those hours that this 2lag-
men is not on daty, t@e members of the train erew of the Sslt ﬁ?ke
trains sboold be required to flag the highwsy traffic on East 3

Avenoe 6l.




Arroyo Glen

The traffic over this crossing is relotively 1iéht and

the view practigally snobstructed. The crossing is at the top

of & steep grade ascending from the Zast 13 st present protected
by en antomatic beil. It doeé not sppear that any.chgnge is
Jostified in the protection of thls crossing for the present. It
is probable thet tho need for the installatlon of an actomatic
flegmen at this location could be indefinitely postponed, should
the railroad compgnylelectlto stop 1ts tralns before proceeding
over the Soutk Pesadena line of the Racific Zleectric which it
crosses immediately adjacent to Axroyoleén, Sﬁch 8 ﬁeasure woald
not only increase the safety of operation over the highway bat |
elso wonld make it possible for the Pacific Zlectric to eliminate
some delay at this point.

Avenue 63 and Avenune 64

.The railroad across both of these streets is lald along
Pesadens Avenve, but Passdens Avenue is the main thoroughfare for
vehlcalar. traffic and ell prodent vehiculer drivers coming into
or intersecting Pasadena Avense will natorally be driving with
caution‘and.thgrefqre.gre in & position to‘observa the approach
of trains in sofficlent time to avoid‘an‘ggcidént. The trains opers-
ting on Rasadens Avenue at slow apeeds gctually atoy befgre cross~
ing the Pacific Electric tracks st Awenue'éQ.‘ It therefore does
not appesr that any sdditional proteciion is requixeddgt this
time ot the crossizgs of either ALvenue 63}0; Avenne 64.

The c¢ost of providing the protect;on above ;ndicated

at the Sente Fe crossings 1s estimated at about $2500.00, and &




similer amoont would probably be roguired to provide the protection
indicated on the Salt Lake c¢rossings.

Tt has been indicated sbove that the crogsings of East
Avenue 54, Hayes Avenve and Ecko Street, respectively, over the
track of the Selt Lake should be closed. This comelusion is based
largely upon the téstimony of the Commission’s engineer, but since
the representative of the City of Los Angeles was not presemt at
the time this testimony wss given, the attitude of the city is not
known. Under this circomstexce 1t is suggested that either the
complainant or the railroad compeny or both together apply to the
City of Los Angeles for the vacation snd closing elther temporary
oxr permaﬁent bf‘these crossings. This action, together with the
provision of protection to be ordered, would seem to afford adeguate

relief for the Highland Park district.

A poblic hearing heving been held in the above entitled
proceedings, the Commission being apprised of the facts, and
the metter being onder sobmission and ready for decision,

I? IS EEREBY ORDERED, thet The Atchison, Topeka and

Sante Te RﬁllWaY GDMD&Hy Sh&ll at'its.sole expense'inatall and
maintain an sutomatic flsgman for the protection of each of the
' following crossings im the City of Loa Angeles over 1ts tracka:
West Avenve 53,
West Avenve 55,
West Avenve 58 and
West Avenue 60
said actometic Flagmen to be of a type and installed in accordance
with plens or daia approved by the Commission. The installatiom of
said actomatic flagmen shell be made withinxnety (90) days from

the dste of this order and the Commission shall be notified, in

writing, of the completion of their installation within thirty (30)

9.




days thereafter.

IT IS EEREBY FURTHEZR ORDERED, tket The Atchison, Topeks
and Sente e Raiiway Comparny silexnce or remove the automatic alarm
bells at tﬁe ¢cros3ing in the City of Los Angeles of 1ts”track at
eack of the fLollowing strects:

West Avenuve 54,
West Avenue 59 and
Wost Avenue 60.

I7 IS EEREBY FURTHER ORDERED, that The Atchison, Topeks
and Sante Fe Raiiway Conpany install & standard éroasing signvfor
protection of the crossing in the City of Los Angeles of its tracex
witk West Avense 60, _

' Im IS ZEREBY FURTHER ORDERED, thet the Los Angeles and

Selt Leke Reilroad Compsany shell at its sole expense ingstsll and
meintein an automatic flagman for the protection of eack of the
following crossings in the City of Los Angeles over 1ts traci:

Zast Avenuelés,

Bast Avenve 55,

Bast Avenue 57 and

Esst Avenue 60;
said soiomatic Tlaeghmen t0 be of o type anmd installed in accordance
with plens or dste approved by the Commission. The installation
of ssid automstic flagmen shall be made within ninety (90) days
crom the date of this order and the Commission shall be notified,
in writing, of the completion of their imstalletion within thirty
(30) days thereafter, except, however, that the installation of \
the gsotomatic flagmen herein ordered for the protectilon 02 the
crossing of Zast Avenve 55 may be deferred oatil after the crossing
of EZest Avenue 54 shall have boen legally sbandoned and closed.

I7 IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED, that the Los Angeles and

Salt Leake Raiifoéd Company shall silence or remove the automatic
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alarm bell locsted at the crosaing iIin the City of Los Angeles
of its track witk Zast Avenue 43.

I? IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED, that the Los Angeles and
Selt Leke Reilroed Company sb;s.ll'operate trains é,crosa Bast Avenue
61 in the City of Los Angeles only after human flagmsn protection
is given a%t this ciossing proceding ecch train movement.

‘Dated at San Frencisco, California. this_9-=y.d dey of
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Commigsioners.




