Declision 0. /Jj 0‘(

BZFORE THEE RAILROLD COLZLISSION OF TEZ SIATNE COF CALIFORNIA.

In thoe matter of the application of )
XERAN TELEPEONE COILRANY for a re—- - )
hearing affecting decision No. 10905 )  Application No. 7807
denying application of the Xerman . ) :

Telephone Company for & cortificate ;

of "Public convenience and necoessity”

We J. Paloethoxrpe for Appiicsnt.

7e L. McKally for Pascific Telephone
& Telograph Co. ‘

A+ L. Beker for various people of
Biola end vicinity, protestants.

3Y = COLOOISSION:

OPINTON ON REEEARING.

A public khearing was helid by Ixasminer Westover at Fresno
upon application of Xermen Telephone Company for a rokesring
£1led subsequent to Decision No. 10905 of August 24, 1922, in
which the Commicsion denled its above entitled applicamion ﬁpon
the ground that public convenlonco and necessity do:not require
thet it furaish tolepzone service in and about Biols, Frosmo County.
The application fé; rehosring alleges that Xermsn,
whore spplicont's exchangé is located, and Biole, sbout 5~1/2 miles
distant by air lino, are in o community whici is substantially a
wnit i the matter of distribution of irrigation water ond in the
production, paclking, and markoting of frosh sna dried fruits‘aeﬁ
raisins: in the matter of business ané ‘cra.de.; and in the adninis-

tration of justico; and tszat applicant entered the Biola terri-~

tory in good faith, althbugh without authority, and has medo

conzsideravle investmont taere.




Applicont wrges that tho decision complained of will
rosuit in forcing telephone users in those communitics to pay

tolephone tolls in addition to monthly rates.

. The principal ground of the decision complained of is

exprossed in the opinion as follows: .
"It appears from the testimony of protostants that more
adequaete and satisfactory service can be provided by a
local exchango ostablished dy The Pscific Telephore and
Telegraph Company than 1s the vresent service of applicant,
ox than the sorvice which gpplicont proposes to provide,

T X and that the cost of sorvice provided by such

Jocal exchange of the Pacific Company will be less than
the cost of tne service waich applicant proposges % to pro-
vides * * ™ * It is spplicent's plon o
sexrve thic torritory by lines oxtending from its Xermen
exchaenge. Under ocuch plan spplicant’s rates, except

for suburban service, to which protestants object as be-
ing insdegquate and uwmsstisfactory, would be very consider-
ably highor than the Racific Company's rates.”

Adequate 1~2 ~ or 4-party service if furﬁished in this
cormunity by applicant under its present mileage rates added to
1ts prosent base raotes would result generslly in far iigher
chexrgos then those offered by the Racific COmnany for simlilar
clo.soes of service rondered through 1ts proposed B:Lola OXcChango ..

It Zuxrtaor appoeared that applicant would plan to event-
vally establish exchenge sorvice for Biola and incidentally charge
toll ratos between 3Biola and Fermsn. It appesrs that Biola is
o rapidly growing community and will require local exchengs sor=—
vice in the not dicstant futwre.

While the Pacific Compony did not and does not protest
the spplication and has not ot any stage of the proceoding urged
1t8 claims woon %ho territory, bul has insteod signifiéd & willing-
ness to withdraw in favor of spplicant, nevertheless it appears
from tho tostimony that 79 residents of Biole and vielnity peti-
tioned that compony to estabdlish locel and long distance telepkone
service, agroeing to subseribe for tho class of sorvice indicated
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opposite the naemos 0F most of the potitioners. Bight of ap-

vlicant¥s seventoen subvseribers in Biocla joined in this petition.
As was pointed out in the original decision The racific

COméany expressos its willingness to reimburse applicant for ex-

ponditures alroady medo for extensions into the Blols territory

in so faxr as thosce extenslons are capadle of beiné used by The

Pacific Compsry.
The testimony presented upon rehesring fails to show

thet the original decision should be modificd in any partiocular.
ORDIR

Zermon Telephono Compeny having petitioned the Commis~
cion for a rehesring subsequent to Decision Noe. 10905 of

Angust 24, 1922, such rehesring having been grented and further

%es{imony %aken an&_fbe mattor agein submitted by epplicant, and
such 24ditional tostimony having beonm considered in comnection

with the testimony presonted at tho Lfirst hearing,

I7 IS EERIBY ORDERED thot ipplicetion No. 7807 of Kermen
Tolepaoné Compsny for certificate that public necessity‘and con~
vonienco require 1t %o furnish tolophone Service in amd sbout 3iola,

Fresno County, be ond it 1s heroby doniod.
Dated st San Francisco, Californis, this \51154, day of

Decomber, lL928.

// (II ‘.Ql/

N

Commiscioners.




