Decicion Yo, /lif,/ .

A

BEFORE THS RAIIROAT COIMISSION OF THE STATE{SF CAIIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application )
of R. B. YCUNG, doing business &5 )
the GRIZZIY EIECTRIC COMRANY for )
permission to.operate his plont )
by ziving nelf night service. )

R. B. Young iz propris persona,
A. N. Waite, Secretary of Portola
Caomber of Commerxce, for consumers.
BY TEZ CCQLEISSION:
O2INIOCNX

In this cpplication R, B. Young, opersting under the
peme of Grizzly Electric Company alleges that uwnder present ratés
he capnot meet the expenzes incidental to the all night operation
of bis electric gexnerating plant ond &sks that the Reilroad Conm-
mission authorize half night service., Tae plent in qpestién con-
sists of a 100 X.W. generator belt driven'by an 0il englne and
electricity for lighting purposes is distridbuted to about 120 con-
stmers in the town of Portols, Plumas Cowaty. Service ic now
furpishked from suaset to sunrise.

A public hearing wes neld befoxe examiner Sutterwhite at
Portole on Moy 27, 1922 at waich Ifr. Young submitted evidence in
support of his position, snd st which there were 21s0 heord many
protests from consumers against the yroposed reduction in hours of

operation.




It appeared t0 be the consensus of opinion ot the hearing thet from
the point of view of comsumers it would be betvter to slightly increase
rates than to curtail service,

It was agreed that o member of the Commission'’s Engilneering
Deperiment sutould make an investigotion of the plant and suggested
sourcos of incressed revenue and that his report stounld be auwbnitted
to Lr. Teite s & representative of tae consumers and to Xr. Young for
their comments. This report indicttes thet in the pasgt,service hasg
been unrelizble snd voltage has beexn poor, but tust &t the time of the
inspection, steps were being token Vo improve operating conditiohs.
Past earnings do not appecr to have been as large as lr. Young might
reasonably expect, but in the opinion of our engineer, this is largely
due 0 %tze insdeguate service supplied, and it is very probdable that
ixprovement im service will reswlt in an lucrease in revenue sufficient
t0 yield & satisfactory retuxrn. The report which wls submitted to both
parties 1o tae nearing conteined the following recoxmendition:

"In ny opinion peither the curtailment of service suggested .
noxr an incresse in rates sre advisable at the present time either
from the starndpoint of public service or of the growth and wel-
fare of Xr., Young's system. If Mx, Young operates his system so
thet good service.is supplied and the community does not then
give the patropage necessary to result in an sdequate return, he
should be permitted to increase his rates if he believes that his
revenues can ve incressed in that way, but reasonable service

should be given before the community ics asked to bhear any addi-
tional burdexn."

D)

This conclusioﬁ is in hermony with tho testimony taken at the

hearing 2nd its soundness og & basis for a decision has not been question-

ed, If Ir, Young fails to continue and complete the work of rehabilite-
tion of plant a2nd improvement of service which he has uudertaken, this
Cormission is ready to provide such relief for consumers &s circumstances
saow %o be reasonable, while on the other haend, if improvement Iln service
does not result in the arnticipeted support from the community arnd in-
crease im revenuwe, considerstion cen be given to an application for

autaority to increase rates,




R. 3. Young, doing duciness &g CGrizzly Electric Compny,
neving epplied to tue Reilrosd Commission for permission to operate
his plant by giving only aalf night service, 2 public hearing LoV
ing been neld, the metier being swbmitted ond ready fLor decisioxn,
IT IS EEREBY CRDERED:

| ‘Tact this sepplicetion be and the seme is hereby denied

without préjudice.

peted ot Som Francisco, Californmie this 23 "éﬁ-y of Dec~

ember, 1922.

commisgioners,




