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Inm the nmatter of the amplicotion of the CITY

OF DELIXC, o municinal corporotion, for pore- o
migslion to comstruct &4 ¢rossing upon & nubLLc GQQ‘
street over and acrosz the right of way and »plication 7407
the mein line of vhe Southern Racific Railroed

- Compeony, o cornoration, wxud the Sowthern Paci-

fic Comnony, & corporation, withim the incor-

noretion limite of the City of Delano, Calil=

-
TUL e

In the mottor of the investigation on the Come

miscidn’s own motion of the safedy ond noces~

sity of the soversd »ublic grode crossings over

he tracke of the Southern Pacific Compony in Cezo 1800.
the City of Deimmo, County of Xerm, State of »
Collforniae. ‘ '

tlen 3. Campboll, ¢« Co Doxsey and W. 2. Grijalve
for the 3oard of rucstees of the City of Dolzno.
c E. Green for the Delano Chamber of Commorcos ,
Gogerty ond E.T.Dangdole for Southorn Pacilic Co.
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The above applicotion, No. 7407, for suthority

crossing ot grade over the tracks of the Sonthern 2sciflic

Avonue, Dolano, wné Cese No. 1800 Lz the Commission’s

-t

investiget: £ %ho zemeral frodoe crossinge zituation in Delend.

L}

Ixariner Westovor held nublic

-

necrings upon both motiers ot SeLlanos
The tracks oxtond north cxnd south throwgh Delzno paorsl—
Linz 7th Streot to the west ond 8th Stroet to the cost, whicl
iz alzo the route of T -_/- © S aﬁe nighway whidh crosses the

trocks oy sn anvle of 2o } the southorn city lim

and chout 1300 feot couth of the nropoced crossing ot .4%h Avenue




descrived in wplication No. 7407.

The vresent public erossings in Delsno are at 1lth,
12th and 15th Avenues, which are 480 feot apart, and 2t Ceeil
Streot, sbout 1200 fseet noxth of the L3th Avenuwe crocsing.

Tre principal east and west roads lesding into Delano sare the
vaved 2arterville Zighway,extonding easterly from 4th Avenue
sevoral miles and thenmce northerly to 2orterville, about 20 miles
away, and an wpaved county xroad extending wosterly ILrom 4th lvenue
some & or 8 miles; and & rosd extending for seversl miles onst

et the northerly city limits.
and west which crosses the tracks at Cocil Street/ The main
street of Delano is 9tha Street ond tihe vrincipsel 088t and ﬁ:rest
erose street llth Avenue.

Tro vrincipal shipments from Delano are cantelotpes,
water-melons and lettuce, o traffic which the testimony shows is
increasing very rapldly. It appeersfrom the testimeny of the
:?resid.ent of the ilolon Growers JAssociation that nearly all of
tials traffic is from the territory east of Delaxnoe and that 1t
comes in on the ftwo roads above deseribed and 1s destined Zox
- the lettuce packing plant west of the tracks necr 10tk Avenue,
where nmost of it is loaded, al‘c_hough there is some testimony

in the record to the effect thet a good many water-melons are

loaded direct to the cars on the new siding which serves tihe

packing plant, at points between it snd Sth Avenue. o also tes-
tifies that he contemplates bdullding o packing plent on property
owned oy him & short distance north of 4th Avenue md west of

tae tracks in Block "P" if the 4th Avenve crossizig is to be opened.
There sre two coment pipe yards anithe yards of the Stote EHigaway

Commiscion betweon the tracks and 7th Street snd S5th and 7th

iy

Avonues. There it & private crossing Just north of 7th Avenue

about 1800 feet south of the 1lth avenme crossing over the proverty

of the Southorn Pacific Company and Unioxn Lumber Company, which |

LAY
-

O pEoa~




crossing the lumber compony p»roposed to close. The manaéer of
The lumber company estimates the travel over it at 25 cutos per
dey beside 8 or 10 trucks per day during the winter sesson hawli—
ing coment pipe Lfrom tho two yords. Most of this traffic; it
is anticipated, would use the pronosed 4th Avente croséing if it
were installod. The territory betwsen 4th Avenue and 1lth Avenue,
it is anticiﬁamod,by witnesses, will eventually be wsed prin-
cipally for packing end shipping facilities.

| The loading Eorral is east of the tracks between 8th
and 9th Avenues and the principal slaunghtor house is some distance
west of 4th Aveaue on the comty road leading from it. It ap~
pears from the testimony that cattle are driven in from the
oast and west along this rosd and fhe 2oxtervillo Eighwey for
loading at the corral ami for slaughtor at the slaughxer nouse,
the owner tostifying that he buys cattle for'slaughtef at points
several miles cast of Deleno tributary to the Po:ter&ille Kighway.

The high school is locatod to the ‘eust of the tracks, the

gromzer 3¢nood to the west of the tracke just south of.13th Avénue
snd north of 124k Avenue, and & sSecond grammar school is wnder
construction to the east of the tracks which when completed will
climinate tho mecessity for o considorablo portion of the present
school traffic across the railroad both on foot and in busses.
Lost of the busginess houses ond residonces of Delano sre east of

the tracks.

Qke Cocll Stroct crossing and the L3tk avenus ¢erossing,

about 1200 foot to the soutkh of it, oross only *tho mein line track;
the 12tz Avonue crossing crossos two trocks while the 11th Avenue
erossing is over foux tracks and tho promposed crossing, sbout 3200

foot south, iz also over four tracks. The view at Cecil Street,
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13tk Avenuo, snd 1Rth Avonue is practically wnobstructed; but at

the 11lth Aveonue crossing thore i o large warechouse on the southeast
corner extending %o within 10 feot of The side~track on which
Stonding cars may stlll further obstruet thé,view. The view at

the northeasterly corner is also partly obstruoted by = small
bullding and tree, both on Southern Pacific groperty, both'of waich
cowld undoubtedly be readily removed. 4t the proposed 4tk ivenue
erossing the view wounld not be seriously obstructed, except when
cars stand on the sidings adjacent to the mein line track.

Tho Southorn Pacific objeets to the granting of this
epplication on the grownd that the instaellation of thls second
¢rossing througa its yerds will constitute an additionsl hazard
cud Impede traffic bocause 1t will involve cwtting many westbound
{reight trains while necessarlily stopping to take ﬁater at Delano.
4 Checlr o twelvo\days shows That an everage of nine passenger
and elght Lreight trains per day are operated through Deland.

£ these there wore an average of three westbownd Lreight trainms

dally, sufficiontly long to block the nroposed crossing when

-

- taking water. It also apnozrs from the testimony that more
trains are woriced In that port of the yard and there is apt to
be more obstruction to Tiew from stmmdihg cors, thon 2ot 1lth
ATCNTRE -

At the first hosring upon Applicstion 7407 a question
arose as to tho need Lor sn sdditional erossing snd as to the
desirebility of closing ot Llozast one of the present crossings
1f the additionsl crossing were opened, and whether tho genersl
guestion of grede créssings in Delezno couwld be inguired into under
vhe epplicatiorn. The Commission therefore instituted o inves-

tigation of the situation under Case No. 1800, and the entire

crossing situvation Iin Delano was gone into at the Second hosxring.

o




Weanwnile traffic couwnts at the 1lth, 12th mmd 15th Averus cros=
sings were prepared, those In June =nd July by the Southorn
2acific Compsny at the reguest of the Commission, and those in |
Cetober and November by the City. The results of thege are
snown in the following table:

IRAPFIC AT GRADE CROSSINGS IN DSE CITY CF DELANO
A BOEVENT=, LWALFLE AND TEIRTEENTE AVANUAS

Nate Vehicles Occuvants D2edestrians

Zlevonth ivenue

June 28, 1922 230
Juiy 13, 1922 385
July 16, 1922 341
Oct. 19, 1922 462
Qete 20, 1922

Qet. 28, 1922 . ' 552
Octe 27, 1922

Yov. 2, 1922

Yove 3, 1922

Avorage 275 350 428

Twolfth Avenue

June 28, 1922 o7
Jed 1922 88
3 i922 3%

1922 25

1922 252

1922 241

1922 ‘ 161

1922 ¥ 224

S, 1922 238"
Averege 238 170

Tairteonth Svenue '
June 28, loz2 5
July 13, 1922 1l
July 16, l9z22 24 1l
Cet. 19, 1922 o8 330 102
Cev. 20, 1922 11l 324 110
Cet. 26, 1922 9% 330 111
Octe 27, 1922 75 300 53
Yov. 2, 1922 83 225 116
Yov. 3, 922 115

34 307
iverage S g - ToT

Noto: Counts on June 285, Juliy 13 and July 1o
were for nours of Drom 6 c.m. 10 6 pem.

Counts on Qct. 19, Cet. 20, Oct. 26,
Qet. 27, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3 were from

7 2.me T0 5:15 peme
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Against the ocdditioncal hazard and interrwmption to
treip operction incident to opening anmother croseging at 4ih
Zvenuve tarough The raillroad yards ic a considoréblé.pubiic con=
venience to be considered. TFor traffic destined to the packing
shed st 10%n Avenuc and 7tn Street from poiats om the Portorville
Eighwey southreast of Delano, thé proposed crossing wowld ssave

extro haunl of avout 2 blocks, dut would involve s haul of
5 blocks over unpaved 7tﬁl3troet instead of paved &tz Street.
The cement »ipe traoffic roferred to moves in all directions from
ne yaras ut principelly to the sgricwlivural terxritory east
of Dolanc. That portlon of 1t destined for points on the Pox-
terville Zighway (the proportion of which waos not shown} cowid
save & kawl of 4 or § dlocks to llth ivenme over 7th Street and
en egual distence south to 4tk lvenue over the poved highway
or 8tr Stroeﬁ, by using a crogsing at 4ta Avdnue.

WMo conclude f£rom the facts saowm above that the pub-
lic convenience shown 4ocs not offset the hazord to public safe-
ty and interference with rall traffic shown, wnd thet tho ovidonce
tereoin presented does not Jjustify the o?enins of the crozsing
at this time, sithough anticipated growth in treffic may do so
in the fuluvroe.

In roecching this conclusion we hove used the testimony
concerning melons'an& lettuce chipmenzé nost Lfavoerable W appli-

cant to the effect that nearly oll of this traffic originstes east

of Dolano. rathoer than tesztinmony estimating at 25% the proportion

of agriculturel products originating et points along the Torxrter~
villie Highway soultihoast of Delano.

2art of the need for o crosging at 4th Avenue would bde
relicved if tho City would oxtend 7tha Strect south %o o con~
nection with the paved state highwoy near the city limits whore
the highway crosses from the east side of the tracks. TFor trof-
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fic between points westerly of Deleno and points south on the
nighway this would avold the necessity of crossing the tracks
twico at 1lth avonue and the highwsy crossing south of town. |

If there woro o crossing at 4th Avenuwe this traffic last refer—
red to wowld still need to c¢ross the tracks twice in the absence
of on outlet to the highway by & road or street west o0f Tho tracks.
Thore i oceasionel travel over this route at prosent but 1t is
over private property without authority. Such zn extonszion of

Tk Stroet or some conmection witk the highwey south of téwn
would %end to develoy 7th Stroeet south of 10tk Avenue, wkich

is intended for industricld wuses, to o »oint where it might

be possidle to show suificient puwblic necessity and. convenzenca
to Justlify 2 ¢rossing at or near 4th ALvemme. The cost of suck
an extencion moy prove wpon investigation %o be little ig any
more than that of the proyoue& crossing.

4ds to the existing erossings and their protection,

it will de ceen that on the busicst days checked the average
froquency of the combined traffic over the three crossings at
1lth, 12%: and 13th Avenues wes less than one vehicle vor minute.
The view iz wnobstructed ot the c¢rocsings norxth of l1lth Lwenue;'
It affirmativély sprears from the testimony that thero has never
boon = acclident at cither orossing. The population oFf Dolane
gppecsrs from the Tvestimony tTo be 800 sccording to the last census,
and 1700 by recent estimates of the Chamber of Commerco. The tos~
timony doees not show suck 2 awngero“" condition at either of the
present crossings o8 to require 1ts-.closing 2ot the »present time.

We conmelude that no additionol protoction 13 needed,

a5 the traffic shown oes not Justify the exponse of msinteining

gates or o kumen flagmen, and it is probable that on zutometic

lagman ot the 1lth Avenue crossing would not give adeguate pro-
-7-




tection because thic crossing is within the railroad yaxrds whore
[ Y
thore ic considorable switching, and cars are Lrequsntly leift

stonding on the main line track, during switching operations.

CRDET

Public hearings having been held wpon Applicatlon 7407

ond Case 1800, both matters naving been submitted and now being

recdy for decision,

IT IS TERTIBY CRDERBD thoet Application No. 7407 be and
it is heredy &enied,'and that Csse No. 1800 be and it is heroedy

disnmissed. . .

Dated ot San Francisco, Californis, thi 2 Z,%dsy of

Decerber, 1922.

Commissionors.




