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:Decision N¢o. 1/ .r1.(' 
EEFO?E TB ,EAILEOAJ) C01OCrSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

-000-
, 

In tAe matter of the~p:pliclJ.tion o·f .. the ) 
City ot GleIl~e, •.. a. munie1ps.lcorpora.-· ). 
ti'O~ .:eorpe:rmiS:Sioll to in$t~, a.grade ) ..:;':p~11ea.tion No;,. 8Z84., 
crossizjg;over:the,. tracks,.o:e the Pacific,. ) 
ZJ.ee trio, ?.a.11vl:'jY:"COtlps.%lY"a:t Gardena.Avenue~ 

. ",,. '. " . ", 

:s:a.rtley S".!l$.w. City'Attomey, for applicant,. 

Vi'.:R.Uille.:r:, , forPe.Cif1c',EleetX'1e' :aa.11way.'.· . 

•• ' t 

. :BY TEE COM1,!ISS ION: 
,. ' 

o J? I,N ION ..... _ ..... - ...... ---

, I', . . 

In tb.1s applic~tion Pacific Electric ~llwc~ Co~a~ 
.' , I 

• C • 1 

$sk$p~:rmi$eion tOills,tall s.grado- crossing' overth& tra.cks-of', 

the Pa.cific Blectr1c Es.11wa.y CO~:ln" at GardenEl. Avenue '1nJth~' 
City of GlcndeJ.e~ '. 

,I 

In,F,ebX'Uary'of last yea::: the.Commission wa.s;adv:tsed,bY , . . , . 
• • ' '.' '. '. ,,', .. ; I'" • 

i tsEnginee:riDg' De~a:r:tment tha.t t".a.i$ crosS1Ilg ha.d' been.in$~s.lled. '.. ' 

,and a.n investigation of.the COmmiS$10n's.recorded1eclo~ed:the.t, 
,< ••• , • . ' , , ," , :' 'i' . '~ '., , ',: 

this. had. 'been ~one without the consent 0'£ the 'C.ommisz1on" WhiOJ:., ;". 
. . ~ . . 

is neooszs,:r:7' under Section 43 o:t the'1>nblieUti11tiee Act. ~1.:ck~. 
~ , ' ' , , . 

ills the matter ~d.v~ent',. the .Commizs1on a.sked,th~ :so's.rd 'o~-' . ", 
. . " .: :, ' " , ' .' .. " '. . ' "I::" .,,' 
Trus:tees: to f11ea.n,.~ applioa t1on.. but the COmmission ':g .lot-ter was ". 

, " • . ,., '" . " . ','. ' ': ,,' '" ,'I) . 

not e:o.~ered..· At,s conferenc,ehcld1n April 'l92Z'in, 'Lostilgel0S./ 
, ",,' . 

, between th~ representatives of the :Cit,-.. the ~ilw.ay',a.nd the,,' 
, , ' ,', , 

Co:mnission, ,itvro.S ascerta.ined tha.t tho>;c1ty had: ,:tnst:llled,th0 ' 
, , ',.' .r, 

'.," .', ,I,.,' 

crosziZJg anda:r~ed; with' the City Attorney tha.t,,:fo:rm8.J., a.p:pli~" 
'. ' ",",', .'1., " ' 

t10n would. ''be filed. •. ' On;Noyember 4" 19'22 th1s '.wae d.o~~·::'-

,+, 1 

I , 
I 

,,'.I 



, ,:,. 

~/ " ,'~ "," ,~ " ' 

A :public he$.ri~wa.s. held Decomcor 7 p l.922 'Dc'fore ]:x-', 
. .' 

em1~er Williams in Los Angeles. 

In thisv'icini tyPac1f1c Electric :Railway operates e. 'dOuble-' 

track inte:rurban line with center 1)010 co nstncti on', thetridks i 

, 'b·eing loeated>otl 8.)?X'i vat & r1ght-o:f~W$y, Sir:x:ty' fe,e.tinw1dtb.~, ~ en'eh' 
, ,' .. '. • ~'J' ' ", <.'~ :'. 

side' of this r1ght~oi-wo.y is Brand :Bouleva.rd.· e.e.eh . stri'""on 'e.ae~ ": " 
, , '" ' ' "'" . 

sid.e of the. ra.ilroed. .. right-of-way, be1Ilg pa.'Ved t;l.nd e:oout'fortY,feot' 
I ' ,t ' 'r, ,. 

1n:\V1dth. It iz one o,f' the rnain1l1ghwe,1c between' Glend.tlles.nd.·"Lo·C~'""" 

ADgele$. Gardena ~ v~nue,ext~~ds both' cast tJ.nd:: ,VlOZ:; O:f'::Bra~~", ~~~~.:'~ 
" .' .' 
vard eJ.though 'there is an offset of somo' thirt~~:ti.v.e ' t'ee~~"'between,: 

, '. . 'I" • ' . . ' ,~ , .,,: ' ' - . 
, " , 

is paved With $.ll, oil macadam po:vil:lg_ 

T".a.e nearest public erosaiXlg to the north ,is San Pel'nalldo " , 

::a.otl.d~ .. a:pprox1mat'ely eight hundred' foet d1:rtant. ~ extremelY' il'll1'or-

tant highwsy csrryillg very heavy vGMeuJ.ar traffic. :Th'Et ,Sout".o.ern 
, ,. ".' ". 

:. ' 

of the erossinge.nd ~n the south edge ot' t".o.e Southern ?:le1:t1~' 0:06' 

. hundred. '. foot right-of-way 1$ the bOUnaa,ry b~tween. G-lendo.le·a.nd the, 
I, , ' 

C.!· t .(1 - . ~ '1"\ ..... 1 "" :J. y". 0... .1.10 S :~"""'1!> e e .... 

. there are two crossing $ of the?acifie Zlectr1c tracts,: Which the'; 

C:i.ty. o:eGle:cda.lestated,wel"o not recognized by ,the'C1tY',~$pub11c 

cr03~iDgs. ' 
Tho llee.reet public c!os3ing south o:f G~l'dell$ Avenuo. is ' 

Atwater ';~vonue~ approXimatoly fifteol?- hund.red feet 'trom q.a:rdens., 

Avenue. Continuing south of ,At:::ater Avenue, Bra.:c.d. ;~ule'V$.rdeon,:," 
, ' . 

tinuee, to ios'~cJ..es,a$'e., conerete pavedh1ghway, "out" thoo1led 
zU':'f~ceJ?avi~ on ·thc· ea.s,t e1de ztopstwo or th.ree, hundred' ,fe,et, ' 

zouth·o:r..;.tws'tor ;..venUo, the change to thiz tne ofPo.'V'i:ogibeillg; 

ms.d.e'e.t the cities botuldc.ry." 

Vehicular traffic;.;between ,Los .:..tJgeles ~d.Cle~da.le :pr~, , 

ceed.ing from: Los A.:lgeles, uzez t1len ,the portion of ':Brand Boulevard .' 
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to the west of the P~cific Eloctric tracks end fo~erly crossed to 

tile oo.ztcm part of Brand Bouleva.rd. at ~n Fe:t'Il$.1ldo. R03.d, in com~ 

l'lio.:lce-with the c~ ty ord.ina.nc& of Glenclale which :provides that' 

vehiculo.r tre.~fic m:a.st keep to the right. 

The purpose. of' the proposod crocs1:o.s, eccord1:og to· :ap:p11cs.nt .. 
, . /' 

is to di vert the nort'aho'Ulld vehicular traffic from the wezt' :po.,rt:. ' 

o~ Brand ~o~ovard to the- east part ~tOcrdeniAvon~~ instead of. 
'. 

San Pernt:.ndo inordor to relieve trD.:ffie att'h.<:.l· intorsoet:toXlof 
" 

tho Se.n ?o:rnt:.ndo ?.oad, and Erand Boillevs.xd." vfAich, the eVidonce. 

indica.tes, iever:; bCdly congosted.. 
~o.ci:f'ic Electric ?~ilway docs not o~po$e tho grant1ngot 

, 
tho ap:p11cc.t1on, but is opposed to ,paying the, cost. of $D.' e:o.tomatic 

ns.gman irono izorde:r:ed 'by tho COmmizs1on,although :ttis wil11lJg 
, .. ,\1 

willing to $Ssumo tho initial cost end. the cost of maintenance of . ." " ., ;~.!. 

tho c:'cssi:og itsolf •. but that '1 t:iounwilli:og to be~:r: tho co;zt of 

tho mgwag. 
Tho. evidence indicatos thr:.t tA0prol'O:r'pla.o.e "IiO' divide , 

the vehic"olle.r tra.!f'io.on Brand Boulevard is in tho neighb~::-hoOd'Q'2 
. the Los ~.elo$ Eiv<:r~ south of tho crossing. w".a.orf.);' :itmtli/ bo'pos-

'.J '. " '. , 
sible,'to prOVide ~ crossing undortilo tracks of thePsc1:f1c'Zlec-.:· 

" 

trio. Ea.11way for t'llcnor.:thbound. vehicul~l" traffic" ~he·:traffi.c; 
, . ' 

eowt. on :Decembor 5"l922 'oetr10en three thirty and. ,s:txth1rtyp •. ni~ .. 
indicate-a hes,vy ve-hiculartrs,ffic ac:'osstheCardena ~von'llo'c:roS$iJ::lg7;" 

, " . • ,," 1" ,. 

tlle . l'1lsh ho'll%' traffic ~tlg' as hiih,Doz . tare 0 h~dred ~d. f1ftY~· 
: • . 'I' ~ '.'., 

• . ..' 'I , • . . . ,. <',' :" .' .f~1 

eight 'Vehicl.e-s. en '~O'tlr m.th twel veP8.cif1c Zlco.ttioctrs1nz.: J?Gl:,~'p"~~ .• 
• " ,."." . .'. "..".,' ... ·, .. ·I.

i
,.,.' . 

Und.o:: :th~s:e.: circum$t8.nc~s.,i t: a:ppea:r:s..ti::.at wailethO:I'e'<is~:,' 

public nocese:iti,o.nd· . convenience . for' the . G~rd~:aa. ;.:7enuecr<>i·$~~~'··" 
• t '.. ". ; 

at "O;;'esent,: 'th1$ !r.i.'1.not:prev$.il whon 'bo'th ::;'1'0.6$' o~ -:8:r:a.:nd BoUleve.rd. 
... " " • , . i·," 

Dora .open to traffic,( o~e' side- in e~chdiroction .. to zo;ce 'Oo1nt "~\ . ' 
. . .' " .... .' "I .. " 

'." :'. 

$.'bove~ent1oned.juot north of the Los Allgeles?.i VOl'. 
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'. 
!' 

. It :1.1:;'0 a.ppoars '!:hat come :fOl'tl of J?l"0~oct10tJ. should bo 

inetD.llede.t the Co.rdona. Avenue crossi:cg. ' :Because of 'sz~ a.d,je.eOnt 
'/ ,J '" .... I, 

i:ltorloekiIlg plant controlli~ train :COVen:lo:c.ts 'of tile'Southe:i\: 
.,' . 

?:::.cifie-?ac1fic Electric crossing and. the absence of ~' eigne:!.' 

engineer of ',the ~e.ei:f'ic Electric Eailwsy p there' w::;s some' d.oubt' 

azoto the proper a.rra.neement~ ~he lattor was' tte.able-' to :ec.:rnish ' 

an" cztims.te o'fthO cost of croSS1llg' ga-toe or' anydeta.11. (l.Z,to'; ,the' ' 

1nsts.lle.ti'oll o~ an e.utoma.tie fla.gmo.n. ' The Comraise{on's EDgine~ . ,,' . . ,. . '. 

Department, however" ~J:iought tb.a.t a.n:ltttolD.$.tic fla~'WO'Ol.d:,be', 
se.ti.s'factory, p~otect:r.~nif' tUrned. ap:pro:dma.tol:r" fO,rty-:fivedogro:es 

to the,' center, line: o:f th~p:ropO$ed crOSSing,.' Some' techtl:1.eaJ. ' 

CfCLestions of 'the Co:mnission 1 :;: Etigineering Dep$.rtment Il~ to' the 
" ' ' '.' ' t , •••• 

" '" . . . .. ' ,.~J' '. . . .' 

de-to-Us" o£.'the insto.llationof e. wip;v1tJ.g'wero'loft:a.ne.nS"J'lC;}rod.Wit:b.: 
. '" 

So. p:eovisionths.t the Ro.ilv/a.y W'o1lld :ftlr.nisA tho C,otJm1ze1on s.n e$~i-
.' j ~ , 

'," , , '", ," " : ,', " , l' , 

ma.te ,of the, costo:!, cl'oSSingge.tci, e.nd 0., a..eto.11ed,,:pls.nshow:tns.' ,'. " " '" 
, ," ,,';; ',', 

th~ ineto.lle.tion of, eo wigwag.. This d.a.ta. hss sin~~ beon.' :fc.X'niSh'e:d;> " 

and indicates the cost of crozsi:c.g gfJ.te& at eight :h:o.n.dred ',dol~S: 
.,' ' '" " " , 

, ' ' 

, . ($800)e.nd. an' 'e.utoI:le.t1cfia~n at ,:five 'hunarod.~ o.nd fi:fty-'five:::'j 

doll.:lrs ($555) ;eiso that the ,letter can 'be installe'd ',$0> tha.t., it 
, . " 

. Will 'bEl' .inopera.tivo whenPaci:ficE~ectr1C trainS are sto.nd.illg', 
, ' '. ' • "'< 

",. " 
snd a.re" vrithin the ,CrozSitlg,go.tes:,controlling, the move:cent 'of> 

'both'zidcsof:Bre.nd':BOuleva.rd over the Southern :l?o.cifietrackO: 

$.nd. according, to tho' ,eVidence "oOC8:0$0' of this condS-t£on s.r0 " , , 
1ln1lS'lle.llyl1eZtLraOl1s. ~he:r<t seems no :r",,,,eon why thei shoulanot be. 

clos~ 'but ,it is unnc'cesse.ry to, make this 0.. cond.ition of 'the' order. 
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, ' 
~ I .", 

Since th~: 01 t~ Managor of Clendale stated tb.::l.t Gs.rdo:cEl. 
" 

Avenue croseing:would not' be, ne'cessa.ryfor 10c8ol' noeds. after ~he , 

" vehicular traffie)lo.d been divided at some point south thereof " 
, ' ' ',. ,', ,., 

, the order in ,this matter $hould.''Out a. litlit u'Oontho time tb.e.t' . -.. ,. , . 

Gardella.AvG:~;c.e, _ cro~zi:c.g, '!M).y bo ,~$cd, c.nd. it a:ppea:rs resaonablo-to •• 

, sJ.J.owi ts 'use,. t'or s period. o~ two yes-rae ~'Jhil:e theC1 ty agreed: t~:,: ' 
. . . ,:, . ' . '" . " .' ..... :'.\' 

bear ,the cost of ma.intonanceof thoc-roosingvre a.,o' not,bel1eve<t".o.at- '-

thiz- would. be entirely eatiz,-!e.ctory. Recogn~.zing SUCD., Do, c"ndit'ion-, 

the ,Comtll.ssio,n has e.lvro,ys mad.e i tinc1llllbent 'iupon tho :ra.ilros.d.:/'1;O, , . . . '. 

:na1nta.inthe'tracks with1ntwo:fee,t of the outside- ~ail$ 'and",'it:tS, 

thought ths.t. this principle 'Shoulas.pply in this.cs.oe. Onthe 
• p ,', " 

ot'11er :o.a.nd', the' Corami ::lsi on hD.$ usuall:1 assessed tho:f'1rste,os:t 

, , I 

be r~lroa.d. ore.:po11ticalcorpo:r:ation. 
,,' 

-T"'.c.e, evidence ind.1o$.tes tha.t ,the prezent crosa,ing 1$ in 
1 ' 

fa1r cona1.t1on· Dotlawi th' the, two-yea.r lim tin mind.~t dO.ec, not 

seem a.s thoOlSh it were worth w".a.ileto reconztX"tlct t'j:a cro,e.siXlg 

80 that the, City will be relieved.o~ ~,;he c:epense. althoughthie 

_\va.s urged by t::c.e Pa.cific Zlectric. 
At the expiration of two yo~rs the me;wa.g mIJ.:1,beremovoCL 

~nd there is considerable salvago value and undor this circumstance' 

a.s the first c'oet is borne bY' the C1ty. the ?..!.lilway sho-a.ld' rc~d. 
to the City the salva.ge vtllue a.t -the ti:ne the cro$$1llg, i$, aooJ.isAed.' 

OR:DZR .... -~~~ 
City of ,Clendale ha:V'i~ a:!?:p1ied. to the Co'CtliS3ion i'Ol'. per-

:,' >,~" • 

1:!l1ssion to conztl"llct a crossing at ,grade ove~ the tra.cks of_ the . .', 

Pa.cific Electr1e'.&l11wa.y- at Ga.l'dene. Avenue , City- of' GlondO:t.e • 

. County of Los A.xlgeles, a. 'P'O.'b11C hearing ha.ving been, held.,.,-the ' 

m,,:tter having beeD.e1>.bmittea and. ~t s.ppe o.ring ths.t.the· s.pp11ce:tion 

sh01ll.a bei gr~tea ~bjeet to ccrt o.in cond.1 t1~ns .her0ina.ft~r . 
. ., , 

specifiod.. -5-, 



" 

,,' 
,< 

.. ,,', 
," 

IT I~~""'J3Y OE:DE.~,~ that the 01 ty o,f Glendale be and 1 t 

is,hereby-granted l'Crmi:3Z1on to install a el"OSe1:cg a.tira.de 'over ' 

the ,tracks ofPa.cifie ,Zlcct:r:ie Railway and 2Sid G·~~d.ena. J.ve:c.ue: 

d.e~r1 bed as :f'ollows:: 

A'.l'ieeeor :pDJ:cel' of land s1 tuatod. in theC:i,ty ,of 
Glende.le,~' County- ,of LO$,J.J::lgoleo:.. StateofCal1fo:rn1.o.,., ,', 
a.nd bei:cg s.:u of t::o.at portion of s" ee:rt.o.1netrtp"o.f land:, , 
siXty (60):fee:t in ,w1d.th,eonveyea by,L.':C.:.Brs:c.d:,e,nd ,'.: 
Wife ·to-LosA:ageles: Interurban ,?..a.ilw.ay:,:'C.om:PS%lY~',~Y':,dee(t:'; " 
recorded: 1D,' ,:Sook:::2,6L".,s·~':p:lge ''2'3· of; '::Oe.ed&~ ':Eeeo~e, :,of'oo1d: 
County,. l1i:lg: 'betvveOIi 'the:,30uth~a$,t~1Y':Y:rO:LOXlgtl.t1ons', :,;';,,'-
o:fth&no~he.o;etorly" and "so:uthwesterly.line'z ': o~ <Gardens. ,',., , 
Avenue seyentY".c70'),feet:1n 'width'~ "s,s,Lshow:ti 'o:c.:::ma.p:, .of··<" " 
~r$;c,t N <>_,9 57 .:r:e:eo,~d.ed. ,:' :tn':Sook:l,6p ' :p'age. '135,: of,Maps:~''';" 
Eeeords'o,:fsa1d.qounty. " "'"'' ,,' :' 

I'", , ' 

I. .1 

plica.tion; sa.id eroz.a1:og, to, be eonS~jjructcd mLbjeet to·t".a~'~ollow-
',;' 

. ',.1 

iDg .. eOnd1tion~9 viz:, " 

(l)" T"AO'ent1reexpense of conetX'UetiDg. the eroe.ei:cg 'shan, " 
, .' ~ , 

I .' • _ 

be borne bY' th~ s,:ppl:tcant. ~he cost of, 1 te me.1ntGl'l$.nCtt.a.1' to, 8.' ' 
,,' , 

'line two (2)' feetouts1d.& the ra11~ shaJ.i: be'bornebytho'a:pp11cant. 
~ ~ . . ~,."", "", ' 

~he me.1ntons.nce o,t ,'that' ,p~:rtiO:C ,of t'b.eerosSi~, between:t".a.c raile,,' 
I • • ," ,.", 

and two CZl: fee~ outSide the:re~f shall be borne 'by:: i>e.c1f1c' El,e~tr1'e: 
, 

33,11ws.y Coml'~ 
(2) The- ero::eing shall be construeted ofs. Width' not l..eSs" 

than fO:rt~ (40)' feot and. 'at an: angle of :ninety (90')degre:es, to the 
. . . , .', .. ~ . , 

railroad, and. with' grade. "C)! appro~.ch' notgrea.ter:.t:b.~two.,'pel"eent: ': 
I' • • , 

ShaJ.lbe protect'cd.:by: a. sui te.blo- croszinge1gn' and ~htJ,li 'in ,ever:, 
. . "", , ,.' ,,' ., '," , " 

we.'Y' be made safe for thepe.seag&thereover of:veh1cies.' and "0 'ther , , :. 

road. traffie..' . 

.... ~,' 
'. "" . " .. 

(3}:;",' An $.utomatic :na.g:ma:o. shall be 1nstalledfor thepl"o-
... ,' 

. ·c. 

ma.n to 'be o,f a. 'typeand1ns talled"in accord.a.nce;,w1th,,':p~ans. .or:', 
I" n, ~ 

'. "I 
I 
I 

date approved b~'the"COnlm1$Sion. 'At . the exp~~o.~~O~,"Of'the e.uthor1- , .1 

zstion of,sa,1del"ossitlg here,in Pac1:e1c·:EJ.o:c,t:r~~ ?~·Uws.,. Coml'~: ",'" 
. . , '.. '., ~ ",. I,.' . . ; . 



, , 

'shtlll re~ to applica.nt .. the s~~va.ge value of the mater1s.la sal-
", 

v:lgGd whense,1d. fle.gmsn ,is: removed. The,~1ntene.nc,eof se.id flag-, 

ma:n shall be ' 'borne by Pac1:fic Electric R:dlVlay , Company .. 

(4) ~e e;a.thor1ze.t1on herein, gro.nted for the 1nzts.llo.tion 

of said.': croeeiDg sha.ll lapse- and bocome void. two 'S'es:rs from the. 
, I 

',' ", , ' 'i' " 
de.te of this ,order~" whereupon sa1d.\cros$1ng, shs.llbe a.bolished' ,U%ll.es$ 

:, ' 'i '" 
:fUrther'time, is 'gre.nted,by- eubsequ~t ord.er. \ 

'I: ' I" 
( &)' The COtlil)j:SS1o~ reserve~. thG right, to mcke zue~ f'tu'-
", , : • . ' .1, '" 

ther. orders relative to, tb.elocs.t:ton~ conct:r:c.ct1on~ opa-ra.t1on;,I:IU::.1n- " 
, , " " , . ',:, ,',", ',' ," ' 1\,', .,' .. :, 

te%tAllCe Done. protoction .of" as.1d. crossing, s.stoit 'fJJ1J.1, $.t)em 'fright. and ' 

proper e.ndtorevoke1ts permission it~ i:o. its jUdgmont~ ~epublic' 
convenience" and necessity d.emand such, '~¢t1on.· 

D$.ted·stSan :s'ranc1ico, Ca.11fonns.~ this 

3a.nus:ry ~192Z. 

i, 
" 

~·'~;rlj' , ,,", t ' 
, tiC, " I:/,,'~;'."" •• ! • ~~~:~.~.,:,,~. " ,.~ , . ~ . 

-7-

i ' 
, 


