ZEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMLISSION
R | OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORRIA

=
_ L"_r.“."

E. T. DOYNS,

Complainant,

v. Caze No. 5554

CALISTOGA ELECTRIC COMPANY,
' Defendant.

L A Mt N et s A S A A S

Z. 7. Downs, in propris persona

Reymond Benjemin, for defendsnt

THELEN, Commdissioner.

OPINION

This 48 a complaint to compel an electric wtility to
extend its distributxng\uyvtem at its sole exponse, to zerve

olectric onergy 0 & iarmer living woufh of Caliotoga. N&pa
Connty, Californis.

-

The complaint alleoges, 4in effect, that in November,,
1915 detordant agreed to comstruct, at ite ‘own expenve, &n.
extension of ite electric distribution system to supply olectric
current for lighting %o complainant‘c house on kit ranck aome
two miles south of Calistoga; that complainant, relying on said
agreement, wired 1is house, windmill and barn, at an expence
o $115.C0 to receive such electric current; that defendan?
refuces and neglecta %o construct said axtension- and that
complainant bas performed his part of the agreemenx tut thet
the defendent bas failod to perform its part. Tne complaint
. yrays that the defondent he com@exlea“.gmfuild said‘line at its

- own expense and theresfter to sSupply complainant witk electric
OnOTEY.

mhe‘gnsm@r denies all the material allegations of the hh!
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complaint, alleges that defendent &t no time agréed'to'qxtend 1ts

lines to serve complainant but expresses & willingness to serve
compiainanz whenever the rovemue to be secured will ve sufzicieﬁt
%o warrent the necessery outlsy. J |

Qhe hearing was heléd in-San Pranci sco om Marck 18,
1914, and the case is now roady £or decision. |

Tro ovidence shows that complainant ls s farmer
residing on o rench some two miles south of Calistoge; that
in Yovember, 1913, he nmade certain inqﬁi:ies'from the ‘defendant’s
general manager withk reference to +the eztenuién of a di*tribﬁtién
line from defendant’s 6600 volt 11ne running fron Bale Station
to Cealistoga, to & point some 500 feet distant, 0pposite,complain;
snt"s rench; that complainent understood defendsnt's ﬁanager £o
say'that when complainant's house was wired, deferdant would bulld
an extezmsion to his ranch ‘a* its owmn expenée znd thereafter -
delivor electric energy to him; that thereupon complainant wirod
his house, windmill and barn for the recelpt of electric energy
for lighting purposes, &t an expense of $115.00; that defendant
thereafter refuzed to extend its lines to ccmplainanm's raneh
unless ke should psy tho sum of $75.00 towards its conatruction
this amount to be gradmally returned t0 commlainant in the form

of reduvetions in tae montnly bill° for current supplied- that
complainant refused to pay this sum; and that commlainant has been

unable to secure electric energy from dofendant except upon
compliance with Vvhe terms héreinbe’ore set forth..

Defendent's manager denied that ha ned ever promised ~
to extend & line to-complainant S premiees at the Com@any 3
sole cost, bub admitred thet he had keld out the hope that’ com—;
plainant would secuxe electricity if ke would;wait a while. .

The defendant uxility, hereinafter :eferred to a8 the
‘company. secures its electric energy from the Napa valley dlectrio
Company at & point known 23 Bale Staxion. on tho 1ine of the
Sonﬁhern PaC¢£ic Company several miles soutk of Calistoga azd
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thence conveys it by moesns of & 6600 volt line to the 1ncorporatea
towa of Caldistoga. The company serves electric energy to the
inhabvitants of Calistoga and to‘thxee gr Lour customers‘ouxai&e'of
the towm. : | |

Tee comploinant’s house 13 located between Bale Station 4
_and Calistoga, some two miles somth of Calistoga, & distance-of-?'
some 500 feet easterly from the company?3 6600 voltiline. Xr. Davia"
lives diagonally scross the rosd from complainant and couid be
gerved from the same line. Mr. Tucker lives om the ssme side of
the roéd as Mr. Devis, but some 100G feet further ‘removed from the
compeny's 6600 volt line. The compleinant, Davis and‘mucker‘éll'
want electr;ciéy for 1ighting purposes. Ir. Tucker would probably
require power for a small motor. | |

In oider to construet an extensioﬁ t0 serve the éomplamn-
amx it will bve necessary to,croés the tracké of the Southern Pacific
Rsilroad COmpany and ale o to trace the line across the tracks of
the San Francisco Nspa and Cal;stoga Railway COmpany, at & poinx
Xnown a8 Dunnameal.‘ To serve both the compleinant. and Davi° would
require an investment of about $200 wkile for the comnlainant
glone the costrwould be.approximately 3192.50.

mhe'probﬁble revenﬁe from these customors'ﬁill be abdbout
*15. per anaun from each. | | | -

. The company is at presenx purchasing its electric |

- energy used for lighting|purposes for 41¢ per XWH. Aissuning that
these two customers would use electric energy amownting to $30 oo
‘per azvum at the present rate of 10¢ por XWE, the energy cost
inclu&ing the cost of the energy whick is lost 1n the tranufbrmer,
will approximate $23.50. This 1eaves only V&.SO to cover intere t&
on theliﬁveStment; deyreqiaxion, ma;ntenance, b5lling and collect-j“
g L ,
’ The compony is asking in anotkrer procee@ing for & reduc-
tion in the rate which it must pay t0 the Naps Valley Electric

Company and states thet if & materisl reduction iz secured 1t Will




Ye sble to make extenaione iz the rursl districts in many” ‘cases o
in which suck extensions vould result, under present condnt '
in a contimmed outright loss. The company ofLfexrs to abi&e by any
order the Commission ney meke With reforence to the Downe‘enfenaion.
The company noW has no franchiee authorizing it to serve eiectricity
outside of Calistoga, but has recently made arplicetion for‘snchg
franchise to fhe'Board of Supervisors of Napa County. |

If the . comneny now desires to ee:'ve tte comblainant it
may do SO as soon &3.it has secured a franchiee from the county and
has ecnred from this Commission & cortificate of public convenience
and necesoity anthorizing 1t to exercisoe the rights conierred by
suck franchise, provided by section 50 tx# of tke Rublic Utilitiee
Let. It becomes nnnecesaa:y to decide noW'Whether this Commission
should compel the company oo extend its line at its own cost to
ir. Downs, Zor the reason that in ite decision on‘Application 1020;
rendered this day, the COmmie ion has granted to Napa Valley Elec-
tric Company a cortificate of pnblic convenience and necessity au~
thorizing the company to enter into amd serve all the territory
1n‘Nape County between Bale Stetion and the northern limits of fhe‘
cdmnty, excopt the‘town 0% Calistoga. This certificate wee%grented
in response to the voluntary promise of D. L. Beard, president
of the Naps Valley Electric Company, that if permittod,tokenxer
the terzitory, his company would oxtexnd its lines freo of coct,
“o the complainant and 81l other persoms in this territory desir-
ing the use of electric emergy. u&id certificate, so granted by
this Commi gion, is made conditioned wpon the Napa Velley Electric

. Company’s cztending its 1ines and eerv;ng, within tmo 7 monxne,

the complainant Devi° and Tucker or S0 many of thom as may demand'
the cervice, at the Nape Valley Company'° own exyenﬂe.

We accordingly suggest to Mr. Downs thet if he can’ not
now maxe sgatisfactory arrangement* witk the Calictoga Electric

Company he address himself to the Nape Velley Zlectric Compeny

and request prompt service under the promiso madeoe by that compen&.
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T submit herewith the £ollowing form of order:

ORDER

A public hearing having been held in tho above-entitled
proceeding and tho case having been sudmitted and beiﬁg now ready .
fox deéision and 1t appearing that the Naps valley Electric Company
" mas secured from this Commission & certificate of public conven=
4ence and necessity aﬁﬁhorizing it to enter certain territory in
Fepe County on the‘promise that 44 will &t 1ts own cost extend
ite lines to persons desiring electricity, ineclwding the complain-
ent herein, £o that it becomes unnecessary to’order the Calistoga
Electric Company to serve him at its own sole cost cnd expense,

17 IS HEREBY ORDERED thax tho adove-entitled procee&ing
be and *he same 1is hereby &1smissed without prejudice, however,
to the :1ght of the Railroad Commission 0 make such furthor order
in thic proceeding ag 1t may hereafter fin& to be Just an& reason~
able.

The foregoing opinioﬁ and order are hereby‘approved
and ordered filed ac the opinion and order of the Railroad Commission
0f the State of Californiz.

Dated at Sen Franci°co celifornis, this 3/¢ff day of

Z%;Uﬁ(ﬁ&/ 191&.

Comml. uionqrb."




