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BEFORE 'I'm: RAILROAD COWlISSION'·· or THE STATE OF CALIrO'RNIA~ 

G'~ w~ MORDECAI:, et al,." 
z o . . 

Comple.ina:o.tz, 
vs. 

~ 

M 
,~, . ' 

TEE MADERA CJJr~ AND IMIGA'I'ION 
COMPANY,,' a co~r~tion, 

~ . . 
,;;. and 

C ~. S;, MOSES, 
Def'enda.u~8. 

In the matter'of the investiga.-
tion into the Bervice~ e~~pment 
and fa.ei1i ties of U.ADERA CANAL -U'1J 
IRRIGATION COMPANY, a corporation, 
on the'RAILROAD COMl!ISSON,rs ow:o. 
ini tiati ve'. 

TEELEN~ Comcissioner. 

Case No. 49S. 

In its order rendered on:Decem'ber 5, 1913, i:o. the a.'bove 
entitleci,proceediIl.gs" th.1e Comm1zsion, among'other,matterlil .. ,;provic.ed 

as follows: 

ftMadera Canal and Irrigation Company is hereby directed 
to distribute i te wa.ter£! rata.bly and. :f'airly among all persona 
entitled. thereto and to make an~ enforce such rules and. regu-
lations and take such other steps ae may 'be neee~sary to this 
end .. includ.ing the institution of an effiCient 0yete.m of 
measuting the water dietributed.. the taking of the necessary 
steps to prevent the taking of' water by persona not 'entitled 
tbereto and the hiring of enotlgA competent employees to' -enforoe 
the company' a. proper :t"Qlea a.nd regullltionB." . . 

In pursuanoe of this order l the Madera Canal and Irrigation . , 

Company has prepa.red tentative Rules and Regula.tions whioh:ha.vebeen 

&Uomitted. to this COmmission. The Co=1a610n'$ ,hYd.%'a'Clic'departmen~· 
I, , . 

hs.e. checked tllem over and has ma.de a. I).'tmlober of changes .. which have 
been embodied by the company in revised Rules and,Regulations. The 
hYQJ:'aulic department :lOW 'reports that the R'Ulee and. Regulations in -
the1r revisedtor.m are satisfactory. 

I find a. number of matters in these proposed R'Ulee a.:c.d. 
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Reeul~tion~ which may require alterations hereatter,'but believe that 

the Rule:::; and Reguls.tiontlJ a.e pro:posed are in general sa.tisfactory, and 

that the Madera Canal and IrrigationCom~~y should be ~uthor1zed to 

put them into effect, su"oj ect, of cO'!Xr3e, to the right 0'£ this Ceramis-

eion herea.1"t.er,' from time to ti%llC, to make such, change e' or al terat.ione 

therein as r:;a.y be r~und to be just and rea.aoXlable. I .a.ccordingl~ " 

recommend that the ':,Mader.a. Ca:c.al and IrrigationCompaJlY be authorized 

by supplemental order to establish theoe Rules, and Re~lations at on~e. 

I submit herewith the following form of su~plemental order: 

SUPPLElmTT fol. ORDER. 
~I • ' 

IT I S ~ O~ that M.AJ)ERA C~~I'''JJ )J.."'J) IPJUGATIOE' 

COMPAl'lY be ~d the :lame i3 hereby a.uthorizeo. to' estab11eh and enforce 

thefo~lowing Rules 3nd RegulatioXls governing the service or water 

to its customers, said Rule: and Regt.1lations to ,become effective 

irnneclit. ... tely: 

OPEUING OF SEASe1\)' 

1. The irrigation se3.son '7.'ill open a3 zoonas there a:re 

t.en second feet of vtater :flowing in the XlUI.in canal, ,and water u~ere ' 
I 

are aO.vised to prepare their l/l.Il.dzea.rly ill the sea.eon in,order that 

all thetirst wa.ters ~ be utili:ted. 

nEFINITION OF PRO ~ATA ~tD ROTATION DELIVRRY 

2. Water will be delivered to water uzer$ on a wpro rat~~ or 

rotation basis depending~pon the quantitt. a.vailable. A."pro r~taW 

delivery meone a. simu.l t.a.neouG flow a.vailable a.t So :point neare3t on the 

Company'~'3yotem, for uzeo~ each and every consumer, in an exact pro-

,ortion of the total ~ount avail~ble, b~oed on the conoumer's.r1ght t.o 
. . 

receive the same. This method ~y be a:p~lied to· ~ll or a part of the 

sy$te~. ~y "rotation" i3 meant that method or de11verywhereo.y the water 
.. 

is carried. through.' a. portion of the distribution system for a. portiono:t" . 
'I 

the time, in larger ~ountth3n othe~i$e aVailable, the' aimbe1ne 
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to delfvel' to ea.ch consumer an exact pro:portion a.s 'by "pro mting." 

PRO RA'1'A DELIVERY 
• I 

). When sufficient wa.ter is ~va.ils.'ble to ,supply all de-

ma.uds s1multa.neoualy it will be dietributeCl. :lot a.ll d1 vision' :points in 

a ~ro~o=tional ~srt of the total flow available allowing !~r see~age 

loas, this proportion 'being 'based ~on the aer~e and rights to, de-

mand servioe, upon each part of the ayate~. That is. the total that 
, . I 

it is determined c~ be delivered trom the supply will be ratably 

divided. -

ROTATION DEtIVER~ 

4. When the supply a.vailable is not e'U!:f1c1ent to 'sa.tisfy 

f~lY~all de~de a1m~taneoualy~ water may be delivered in rotation 

to"all :parts of the system. So'.!a.r &S· J;)oeei"ole a foreca.st 'Vill be 

made of the ava.1la.'Ole wa.ter supply, and rota.tion shall be GO pla.:med 

as to provide u full a head as poszi"ole 1::l ea.ch oa:o.a.l d:cring the 

:penod of flow) wh1chl'eriod' will vary ill a.ccord.a.nce m th theamotnt 

of the total e'l%p:p~y and rightful demands upon 1 t~ and as 'lUJJly of the 

laterals r.i11 be served at one t~e aa may be feasible. 
DUTY OF WATER' . 

5. The Company zh3ll have the right, to limit the quantity 

of wa.ter delivered .. to th~ rate of one second toot per siX hou:rs· for 

each acre irrigated. 

ROTATION OF'SERVICE IN CYCLES 
6. Between oonS'U:nera along the main oa.na.l a.nd d1et:ributa.-

ries delivery shall be by rotation, and ao nearly aa practicable each 

indi vidual will be' Si ven a ra.table serVice; :Q>:rovidedtb.1s bas not 

been done the rotation shall continue in' oyelea. th&t is, thoae :G-

ceiving a proportionately deficient supply in the preceding aeason, 
.. 

shall be served in precedenoe to others d~1ng the !ollowi~ 8e$Oon. 

In no oase will water be furnished upon or to lands, unless tbe same 

are under a. pro,er system o! <11tches, checi:a" leveeB", 'gates" etc. 

NOTICE OF WATER DELIYERY 
7. The Compa.."lY Will give notice ot tlle beginnillg and. 

" . ... 
dura.t..i0n~of each nU'of water 8.0 far in advance 0.9 :pOBaible for 

. , . .,,' . -3-.. 
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the guidance of wa~er ~erG and will notify individuals in advance 
7f:.en the wa.ter will be available d.uring tl:.3:t run. 

l!EA~T or WATER -
g. The Company will e~tablia~ gs:cg1ng ata:tions s.nd other 

practicable metho~s of measurement at suitable ~ointe on the main . 

canal and l~terals in autf1c1ent n~ber to arrive at a close approx1-
XIl3.tion o~ the amO'tlllts of wa.ter delivered a.t all pointe of theays.tem 

01' the Company. Records will be ma4e of the flow :passing eucb. pointe 

daily, or as often as practicable and from such records the amounts 
'I : 

of wa. ter delivered. to 1nd.i vid.ue.le will 'be de-temined. and. cs.:n-i ed.· to 

tota.le by months. In these cOl:lputat1ona the seepage 1006 will b¢ 
allowed '!or~ "Ilhen meaourement is made o.t 0. point other tba.n the :point· 

of deli very. EaCh interested. party 11111 be 1n!ormed upon reQ.ueet, of 

the amounts of water he ~s received. 

APPLICATION FOR WATER . 
9. Wri tten a.pplication for v:a.ter shall be made to the 

Comp3JlY on the bla:c.k forme to be furnished by 1 t.'l'hese applicatione 

s~l be tiled. in the Companyfe office at U3.d.era~ not l3.ter than 

J:m"OA'1:Y l5th of ea.ch yea: end shall give the loca.t1on of the land. to 
be 1rr1g~ted, 3Creage~ and crop. Aa it' is upon these applicat10ns 

tbat deli very 8chedulea e.re 'bs.eed., "01' :f'a.il-c:re to :ma.ke such 3.p:p11ca-

tio~ within tbe time apee1fied~ the conaumer forfeits hie right to 

W3.ter d:oring tb.a.t season, IDTLESS, same can 'be furnished :b.im without 

d1o~ranging the sched.ule~ or eauzing shortage of water to those 

entitled to it. During 19l~ such applications shall be !i1edby , 
May ~at. 

ESTABL!SRl...~T OF SCHEDULES 

10·. The Supe=intendent of the C~ System will eata.bJ.1eh 

a schedule Which will be followed in t~e delivery of w~er to coneumer~ 
and will establish the ~ointB~nd methods of meaaure.nent :of water, . 
obtaining approval o!.these mctters from the Railroad Comm1ssion. 

DEVIATIONS FROM SCHEDULES 

ll. Devi~tion from the eatab11ohed. 8ched'Ule,',W111 be 
I. -..,... 



" 

:lJ.:lowed only 'by previous a.rr3.:lgemen't 'Wi tll the canal iu:perinte:c.dent 

and when thee!1'1e1enc'1 0'£ the oyetem is not thereby Ger1~:wuY" ' 
-",,\"' .' 

i:lpo.ired. When 3. consuner bas not used the water when it is ava.1J.a.bJe 

during a:a.y period, nor ar.rangedan exeba.:o.ge with' 3.notJ:l.er ~e:r,~ he 

may 'be supplied a.n amo'Ullt to make up t'he shorte.ge during a. su'bB~uent 
, ' 

period, PROVIDED there is more wa.ter availa.ble than eu!:f:ic1ent to 

eupply all demands. 
, 

'WATER CRARGED FOR 

12.' To insure a.n equal dietr1'but1on of wa.ter~ and for 

the common protection of all water ~ere, any water allowe~ to run 

upon land not inoluded in this application, or to waste by rea..son 

of imperfect ditches, cheeks or levees, or insufficient number of 

cheeks, or otherwise, Will be charged 3,& used for i:rrig~tion. The , 

oonsumer3.pplyi:c.g for wa.ter agrees that he will keep his ':d1 tches 

clea.n, in good repa.ir 3.Jld condition to receive a. :f:'Ull heaA of water 

from tbe oanal system; ~d the Superintendent may ~efuse water upon 

his !a.11'lXte to d.o, 80. 

'O'SE· AND WASTE or WATZR 

. , , 

l:;.~ A 'Water user muat 'IlSe' wa.ter throughout the period 

of delivery continuously dJ!J.y 3.:ld nigbt, and mUl3t not pe:rm1t'UGe on 

l~d other than thatdeaoribed in hie application, nor allow any 

reasonably avoi4able losses. 

CONTROL Ci~ATES 
14. 

.' 
" " 

The control of all&tructures on the CO~s.n1f a system, ',; 
,I. 

io under thema:lS.gement of tbe cor:;p8:I1Y~ and no wa.ter user is allowed 

to change or interfere with the same exoept b1·a~eeial permission. 

A ~01at1on of. thia rule 18 amiedemeanor. 
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PA~R01 O~ .. Sy~. 

16~ , T:b.ere mil be a. sufficient' n'lJm'ber of Di tCh ~.enders - " ' 

employed to adequately ~at:rol the entire OY3te.m operating; and 'it 

Will 'be pla:o.ned. to Visit once daily :practica.lly every po~t,'71here 

wa.ter .. 1e running. 

DUTY OF DITCH TENDERS 
17. It Will be tbe duty of the Ditch Tendera t~tollow 

strictly the instructions ot the Supe~intendent in the delivery of 
water to the varioua consumers, to make Ga.uge ~d. Weir or othe: 
rea.dings a:t the esta.'bl1ahed mea.ouring points; to g'Cal'd the property: 

of the Compsny; to see that Toater is not wasted; and to :report to 

theC~y Super1ntendent BnY\derel1ct1on or treepesseB by co~umera. 
ACCESS TO DITCHES 

free, , 
19,., The employeea of the com:p$.llY ahallhave/acceas a.t 

all times to a:AY :part of, the distribution system on or ero'scing the 

la.:o.d of 1ndividue.l eon3t:mers.: for the p~03e of repa.irs, measurements 

·'0:£ wa.ter, or e.ny other neeessary dete.ils ot opera.tio:c.. 

ADVA.,..,CE PAYM:n'TS 

19. All water users delinquent or not poaeess1ng eatia-

fs.otory creditor contraot with the company ~ muet pay tor 'Wa.ter 1.n 

advance·. 
ASSISTANCE OF WATER USERS -

20. Consumers are expeoted to do everything possible to 

prevent waBteot water or dacage, and to effect a. r~table and eQu1t-

o.ble d.1etribut1on of· the water to those ent1t1e~ to it,. 

LIMITATION OF IRRIGATED AREA 
21. .T~e lands to- which this c0m:Pa.ny may !"!lrn1s~ wa.ter 

113 lim1 ted by the !olloW1ng' cJ.a.uee in the order of the Railroad 
Commission: ftMadera Canal and Irrigat1.on Company is hereby ~rected .. 
to !urnieh ~o' water to lands not heretofore aetuallyirri~ated !:rQm 

, ~ itS: system or 'CIlCLer contra.ets on whieh po.yments ha.ve not' .. been kept 'lll', 

.. --:'. ,. tmt1:' this :portion of this order 1a vaca.ted or mOdified by this .. 

COmmie&10n. ft "~ -.....,..,.._' 
' ..... , ... ~ . ....- -

" ~' -6- . ~"il ~., .' 
'.J,.....Pyl t' 
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22. All persons violating- these rcJ.e~ v:ill 'be deaJ.t 
Wi th as provided 'by law. 

WATER' RATES, ON CONTRACT LANDS. 

Until the existing established rates ma.y 'be changed 'by order 
of the Ra:.Uroad. Comm1e'sion or other :pro:per authori ty ~ SJly person who 
~y t~e a:: ar..y title upon a:tJ.y pe.rt of his land covered. by water con-

traet~ water from 3aid !yatem in excess of the quantity 3pecified 
t:!lerei::l, shall pay ca.1d Company therefor,' in', a.d.dition to the $1.00 

per a.cre :per a.nnt:m~ specified in such contract" the folloW1;og ra.tes 
a.nd sumo, to-wit:-

(1) ror e~h acre upon which such excessw~ter may be 

used or taken the first time during each irrigation aeacon, the 
sum of thirty cent3~ 'being the rate of $1.30 per &ere fixed. by 
ord,ina.nee No. 50 of ,the Board. of SUpc:'v130rs~ lese the $1.00 per 
&ere per a:cD.tIm, to, 'be :paid. under the tems and. condi tiona of' such 
ws.ter contract. 

(2) For each subsequent 1rr1gation and tor eo.eh acre 
upon Which euch exeess water may be taken or used after such first 
irriga.tion, d.uring sueh'irrigation season, the S~ of f1fty cents, 
'being the rate fixed. 'by such ordinance for s~Bequent irrigations 

after the first irrigation during the irrigation season. 
(3) The taking or using of such excess water cball be 

deemed and cO:l0idered an ag:r:eement on the pa.rt of such wa.ter user 
, 

to ~ay said Company aa1d sume~ together Wit~ interest on 8uch sums 
from the reapective dateG that suoh exceac wa.ter may be taken or used, 
a.t the ra.te of seven per cent :per a.nJltlm; and the Compa.ny shall have 

the right to demand pc.yment' in advance for any exeC3S wa.ter. 

WATER RATES ON LA,...'-DS NOT COVERED BY WAttR' CONTRACTS. ' 

Until the existing established ra.tes fixed 'by .ord.1:la.nce No. 

50 o'! the :Soard of Supervisors may 'be cl'l&lged "oy the Railroad. Co~- ~ 
, 'I, 

mission or ot~er proper authority, t~e rates on lands that are not 
''''', ,. I,.,:: ~., 

covered by such water contracta, shall 'be as !ollowa'~ ,to-vr1 t:- ' 
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$l.30 per acre tor the first irr1ga.t1on~ and fifty eentz :per 
ae:e for ~ach aubeoquent 1rr1gat1on~ during e~ch of such irrigation 

seasons; and. the Oompany f)ha.ll ha.ve the rig:b.t to demand ;pay:ent in 
advt-nce tor euch wa.ter a.eeord.ing to ouch ra.tea;a.nd the taking and. ua1D.g. 

of BUCA water for Buch pu::Posee aha.ll be deemed and. eo:o.c1d.ered an 

agreement on the :part of the wa.ter users, using or taking the Game, 
to :pa.y sa.1d. Company ~d. ra.tee and sumSI' together With intere3t on 
such s~s from the re~~ective dates that such water'may be eo taken 

or ~ed.1 at the ra.te of seven per ee~t per annum. 

The foregoing tJ~:plemental!, opinion end order are hereby 
a~proved and ordered. filed as the supplemental opinion and,order o~ 
the Railroad Co~sBion of the St~teof California.. 

Da.ted a.t San F:r:a.ncieeo~ California", this '::>4, da.y of ' 

AprilI' ::'914-. 

. .' 
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