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BEFORE TBB P.AILE.OAJ:) CO!l~ISSIOE' 
OP TEE ST~ OF OALIFOP.E'IA. 

I.n the Matter o~ the Application ) 
of F?JL~ IDT~j~TR for ?e~ission ) 
to Sell the 5aDger Wat~r Works ) 
to. tho City of Sanger, and of the ) 

A~plieation No. 1041. 

City of sanger to Purchase said ) 
System. ) 

George Cosgrave for Frank ~eth 
Board of Trustees of Sanger for the 
City of Sanger. . 

, 
GOP~ON, Com::tossio:c.or: 

\ 

o 1> I Ii ION .. 

Frank XUmmeth has applied to this Cocm1ssion for per-

mission to sell tho Sanger Water Works to the City of Sanger. 

in the Count,. of Fre sno, 3t ate' of Califomu, and a sim1lo.r 

e.l'plication was ,filed 'by the City of sanger:~ :laking pormission 
, ' l. 

to purchase this. system at a price to be' f1l::eo. by this C,omm1ss-

ion. 

These applications are the result of tile desire of the 

City of sanger to own ana op~rate its o~ water oys'tem. 

Sinco September 1. 1904, FrOllk ID:z:m::le'th ha.sbeo:c. engaged 

in supplying and sellu.g wa.ter to tho, il:lb.a.bitants of tho City 

ot Sa.ngera.nd eontiguous terr1:tory. 'Re i3 tho sole owner at's. 

water system, .\vhich consists o!: cl1str1but1:c.gp1pes, . a. well. ts.:ak .. 
, . 

:P'C.:lpillg plant a.nd· the land necessary the·refor. 

By a special election held in tho City of' sanger on ~e­

cotl.'bcr 9,' 1913, the Board Of Trustees otthe City: of· sanger' 
. , . 

was regc.ls.r17 authorized .to issue 'bonds for, the aequ:ts1tionof 

the existing.wa.ter 'System in Sanger snd . tho' constmet10ll,' :mOo' 
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cOmpletion of a more extondod zystom. 

A'complot~ dozcription a.nd inventory of the property to 
be transferred is a.ttsc:b.ed to tho a.pplica.tion of tho City of 

Sanger and markod ~ib1t ~.n ~h1s inventory was compiled 
by tho Cit~ ~ineer of ~er. 

A hoar1J:lg wss held on thoze a.pplioations on .A.pr1~ 6. 1914. 

at sanger. At this Aoar1%1g cOIl$idera'blo' test1mo:oy was 1ntrodxtce.d 

tending to show the value of the different portions o~ this water 
system. The first item in the inventory consists of a. trMt of ., . 

J" • 

land 100 foets~uere, a.ndupon which tho present pump1ng. plant 13 

located. A large number of witnessos expressed their op1n1o~ 

as to the value of this parcel of land., its value bo1l:gva.rious-

ly estims.tod a.t from $1200 to $3700. :Based upon a. short field 
investigation, a. tentative valuation of the physical proporties . 

of this system was. presented at. the hearine by the COmmission's 

hyd.re.uli0 oXlg1:c.eers, with the stipulation that suoh valuation be 

subject to additional ilxfo:rmat1on to be gathered subsequent to 

the hoe-riDg. 

~ho ¢w.I:lor of this pl::t.nt MS no reoord of 1te costp nor' 
has he kep~ 'any. accurate ~coount as to the net revenuo derived 

therefrom, so tlul.t it is impossible to dote:rm1:a.e oither the 

original cost of this plant or the not return per annttm. Con-

siderablo doubt vms ca.st upon the vs.lue of the distr1but1J:lgp1:pes 

in th1$ water system. ~heso pipes are ot socond-hand boilor tub-
ing, and it was contended by ~Ae City Engineer of sanger that •. 
they woro improperly dipped, of poor quality, and that theY:light 

not withstand a prossnre ot 100 pounds,wAich is the pressUre the 
I' 

city expocts to establ~sh in the proposed enlarged systo~. In 

order to determino the condition of this :pipe it was st.ipula.ted. 

that the E:cgineer of tho COmmiSSion, in cOllj'tW.ot10nw1th the Cit~ 

X::CSi:c.oer of Se.:ager, mJlke a further oxs.m1:rla.t10n of this pipe. 



3s.sedupon the Eng~eers' re~ort'rosult1ng from this 1nvost1ga-

t10:c., I am o:! the op1n1o:c. tho.t while the clip on this pipe ,18 

th1nand. poorly applied, the pipe itself is of a reaso:cably good 

quality n.ne. shO'O.l.d.. 'tOld.or the mod.crate pressure now ma.i:c.ta~a.9 

serve a usef'tU. life for many years to come. This pipo is now 

susta1ning a pressure of a.bout 35 pound.S with excellent results, 

but'it was not ~oss1ble to test this pipe With a greater pressure . 
than this, due to the faot t:c.e.t no suoh :pressure is obta.inable 

for this ~urpose. It is ~bol1ef, however, that it is not ne~ 

eessary for the purpose of this veluat',io:o. t,o, a.pply a test' of 100 

pOtl.:c.ds in determining the quality of this :pipe. although ~ it 

had. been possible this should have b oen done. 

It is m:y op1n1on the. t the valuation of this :plant :lUst 

be determined, based upon tho p'tl.%'pose and mannor ill' which it 10 

now used. While it is evident that the ms.:c:o.er of its use will 

be m~::or1ally chAngo'd ~ it cecomos 0. portion of an enlarged 

mnn1cipal system and as a consequence its value decreased, never-

theless, it is ~ifostly erroneous to conclude that tho oompone~ 

parts of this system, wh1eh o.re now adequately porformixlg their 

present f'llllot1ons, and will continuo to so adequately po:dorm. 

them ~ permitted. have SortS' lessor vo.l'llo ~t th1:';:::1prese:c.t time 

cecause of some future d1ffero~t ~d loss valuable use. 

With the ada.it1onaJ. im'ormat1on o"oto.:1ned on and after 

the hearillg tho o ommission 's Ellg1neer finds the value of tho 

physioa.l proportY' of this plant to "00 o.sfollCV1S: 

Reproduct1o~ cost - - - - $10400 
Lesa doz>recia.t1on - - 1887 

Present va.luo- - $85!3 
It o.ppoaring that it is to the cost ~tore3ts of the 

Oity of Sangor to own and. operato iteown water systom. and 1:0. 

furtherance of this ond. that po:t"'Cl.1ssion shouJ.d be gra:c.ted to 

Fra:ck Xtu:lmoth to sell? and tho City of SaDger to buy the present 

-3-



wat~r systo~, I reoommond the following ordor: 

o Po 1) E R. 

Fl\.AEK XC"'..aTR hav1llg fUed with this Commission a. petition 

to sell the sanger -:;rater Works to the City o~S$JlOer" a. municipal 

oorpora.tion. in tho COtUlty of Frocno .. sta.to of california" ::tnd. 

sa.id,City of Sanger having. filed an application with this Com-

cission for permission to purchase said wa.tor works at a. price 

to be fixed. and determined b:v this CO:Jm1ssion. e.:c.d tl hotIX1:cg 

hsving been held and boing fully o,Ci:vised ~.n the premises ,,--

IT IS "::::;?..EBY ORDERED" thst Frank :?:tunmeth be g1 venp,er-

mission to sell to the City of sanger. a. municipAl oorporation" 

for the swn o~ eight thousand five hundred and thirteen dollars 

($8513) that oert~1n water system known az the S$.l:lgor Water' 

works and. mOre particularly descri'bod as follOVls: 

P.E.AL EST~E: -
The easterly 100 feot of lots lZ~ 14" 15 and 16 in 

Blook l32·. City of Sa.:c.ger" Fresno' County" Cali-
to:rnia. 

Gnlvanize'd iron storage tank on frame tower: frll:lle 
pump-house with concrete pump pit containing 6-1nch 
cased well and one Single stage 3-1nch Price pump 
direct co:onected to 10 h.1' .. t:r.pe C.C.L. WestiXlghouse 
ind.uction motor on ea.st iron base. with oil SWitch •. 
pre·ssure ga.uge wi:rUg" suction and discharge pipes" 
f'1tt~s o.nd other eq:o.1pment necessary thereto·; 

1 Fl'amo shop building" containing tool~, meters" ztock 
on' ha.nd and. miscolls.neous equipment" more l'art1eul..!l.r-
~: described in Exhibit .E. atteehed to the ap,~ieat1~ 
of, theOity o~ Saxlgor; 

All of'" the e .. 'bovo located on the a.bove-describod. ea.stc:rly 
100 feet of lots lZ, 149 15. a.nd16, :Block 1Z2" . C,1ty ... 
of Sange:r. . ; .. 
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l)IS'eISUTING SYSTEll: : 

l70 linear foot of 1 inoh standard Screw ~ipe; 
830 tT Tf J."- n n nn u 

"-2160 Tf n 2. TT Tf " " .. ,. 

J.0280 tT " 4 n ff Ca.SUlg 
1050 n rr 6 " " fJ 

All of the s,bove pipe bo1l:lg 11l1d in the streets and. 
alley:;; of the Cit,. of Sa:lger. 

All specials. fitti~a. valves. gatez.o,tc. attschod 
to tho $.bovo described distributing pipo; 

All meters e.nd service connections. 

The foregoiDg op1n1on and order are hGreby'approvod 

and ordered filed as the op1nion and order Of the Railroad 
Cocimiss1on of the state of California.. 

1./.' 
Da.ted at San Franoisco, Cs1:lfottl.ie,. th:i..c ~ d.s~ 

of April, 19l4. I , 

, : 
I' 

,I 

C~0.~ 
,,", "", ~~., 

, . 
coiiciissioners. 
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