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ZBEE‘ORE !'L‘E'.E RA.II-ROAD GOMMISSION OF THE S!EM.'E or CAI:JI‘ORNIA.
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY )
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Xew England Mills. ;
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ARZPEARANCES

Goo. D. Sq;a.:!.ros Lor Southern ani‘.fic Company

E. Promklin Lor Citizens of Kow England m:!.ls
and Vieinity.

OFPIXNI O N

GORDON, COmmissioner. _ |

SOUTHERN RACIFIC COMPANY on Ms.rch 10 1914 ﬁ.led wi‘th
the Comm:.ssion its appliwtion for permission to move the ata.tion
at New England M1llz end to sbandon the agency st thet ppint,.l The
applicant’s eastbomnd gnfi'wastbou.ﬁd. trgcké at New England MIS |
a.:ce} approﬁmatoly six-~tenths ( 6/10) of a mile spart, ‘and-‘tho"agont
is locaved on the WQstbouna. track. On the oa.st'bou:nd, tmok appli-
cant hes installod. a siding and house track, and has eroo:"'e& a
small freight stetion. Applica.nt now desires to move ‘t;his station
to & point on its line distant sbout 'two thousand (2 000) :L’oet
oasterly :Erom 11:° pPresent location a.nd. nesr o point where 'bhe
COun'!ry' ':toa.d. crosges the railway. It i... &ls80 proposed. to ro- ’
arrange and. move 't:o the east the oz:ia'ting uiding and. hon.xe treck.
The applican:t: states tha.'t: the change in .'Location &8 p:ro;po °ed. w.‘.lll
greatly bonefit the public. by rendering tlhe :Eacilitios more ac-
cessiblo, end that the pu:blic interes't and convenieme will ’bo sn‘b
served by this relocation. mhe applicant also’ d.esiros +o romova
the sgent who is now located o oz the wostbound. ‘tra.ok anad -::o Fors
contimme the agency a‘t Xew Engla.na. Iflls entirely. 1t .{.3. claimed

that the gpplicant’s rocvoras' show that only & small ‘amount’ of .




bua:‘Lnosa iz hondled at this stetion and +that the receipts are not
sufficiont t0 Justify tho expense of ccntimting an agency.

A hesring was held in tis case at Colfax on April 4,
1914, at which hearing the spplicant was rcproacntcd a.m: most of
the people from New England M11ls and the .mou.nding. torritory
who were interested in fhc mattor were }proscnt. .

mho Commission prior to the heaxing had di:'cctod. its

Engineering :De;oa.r'tment t0 make an investigation mto the faots of
the case, with the result thaet the sta.tcmcnt 1:1 rega.rd. to tho do~

8irability of relocating thc facilities on the eastbound trao_k

were found to be substentially correct. No objection developed '

at the hearing.'tc this phase ofithc application, and I therefore

| Se6 no reason why the -applican‘t*s'rcquest should not de granted

g0 far as thc change in the locction of the present depot, siding

end house track on the eastbound track 13 concorned. |
With re:fcrcnce 10 the second part of the apnlication

namely, the discontinuance of the agency at Now Engla.ncl Mills
the facts appear to be 23 follows:

The Southern Pacific Compoxy in o letter to the Commi s

sion of July 16, 1913 acked permission, informelly, to a.iscon-g-
‘tixue this agency. Investigation by the Engihacring Depamcm: ‘
showed that there was coxciderable objection on the pc:t- of *he
people in this neighborhood to the closing of this station, two
potitions neving Teached the Commission, ome With Zorty-six (46)
signatures and the other with £ifty-nine (69)« The compe.ny was
thereZore instructed +o melke o formsl application in or&cr +o
givo the pedple an opportunity to be hoa.ra; and 'bhc.prosont ap-
plication is the result. |

Thoe investigation developed that prior to 't:.'cc corstrus-
tion of the second (eastbound) track in Decombexr, 1910 2 staff
operstor wac mainteined at New Zpglend iills in comnestion with
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the operation of the steff sigral system, s=nd who, ineidentally,

acved 28 pasconger end Lreigkt agent. There wes no-jugtifica-
tion from the amoantlof business trszsacted at New Znglend Mills
to maintsin there & regular freight and pessenger agent,.énﬁ tha'
presence of tﬁe'stéff'éignal_operator'was essential from axz opere™
ting point of view omly. Whenm the double trecking of the,linev
between Anburn and Colfex was completed =nd the automﬁtfcjblodk
. 8lgnel system installed, the meintenance st New Bnglend MS1ls of
e steff operstor wees no longer necessary anl. the compeny discom.
tinued the signal station. | |

The people living in the territory tributary to New
Exgland M1ls hed, however, emjoyed egency fecilities for 3o long
that they protostéd strongly to thé Southern Eacific‘COméany
egainzt the removal of this operator. The’company the&eupon deo~
cided wpon the estsblishment of en experimental Irelght and ticket
agercy in the expectetion thet sufficient tusiness might.dévelop
to werrent the contimuence Of such an agency. The COmpeny wes
loxgely influenced in this decision by the fact that a consider—
ablolamouﬁz of coﬁstrﬁction work wsg cerxried on by‘thg 2acific'
Ges & Tlectric Compsny im this meighborkood snd thet the ireffic
resulting thereérom'was handled &t New Zuglend mills. In &
letter written by the company to thic Commission on Decerder 5,
'lQIéitho Southern Pacific Company, in purszusnce to‘GencralfOr&er
To. 20, notified the Commission Tthet the ectablishment of this
ageney is experimentel exnd that this éompany does 2ot heredy, Or
in any other way; wndertake to maintain 1t.T

The Commission instructed the spplicent t0 forpizh 8
stetenent of traffic snd revenue, for both freight and‘pagsengors,
properly creditadble to New ZEnglend ﬁills'for the period from: .

Jemmary, 1913 to February, 1914, the latest months Zor which these
statistics are svaileble. The figures furniched by the compeny




were verified by the Commission, end are Swmmarized as follows:

BUSINESQ AT S...ATION NEW ENGLAND L‘III-LS

Estc.blished. as Agency —— :Docember 5 1912.

Next Sta.'tion Test = Applegate, 3.2 miles
A East - Colfax, 8.0 T

" vomm (Even Tons)

I‘roight{ﬂ?on.,)

Passen or
. Ca.r-load. s-tnan-Ca.:rloa& Totel . cxo
Fomrd E ?.eceived. Forwar&”ed Rocexved. e 3013;'-;‘7:

463 8 136 622-,» '
367 . 109 511
228 : , 47 387
28. : E 5% 139
- 3 11 B3
— 2 17 13
— ' - 14 18
— ‘ 6 2z
42 10 - 72
. : 5 15 ] 18 29
Nowember . e 3 19
December ; 65 - 22 94

B-mn _ 1208 172 450 1989
1924 RO . . L

Jenusry - . 13 16
Februsry ‘ _— 10 12

CEARGES (Bven Dollars)

Froight Charges
Car~load - Le3s-tasn-Carload Total
Forwarded neceived Yorwornoed =~eceived :

8 , 1438 38 896 2380

32 826 - 18 695 1571 .

107 272 56 349 | n84.

gp— 117 392 263 M2

— — 196 58 254

- — 15 39 - 54

2. - - & 2 3
September - 4 72 79 3L 186
Ootober —— 26 26 .87 119
Xoverboexr — - 45 50 95
35

Decexber 65: 25 Bl 186
Total for . -

12 months- ‘ | 2620. 6583
1914

Jaumery —
February —

15 48
i3 41




It appears, then, that the total freight ravemune for

freignt forwerded from and received et New Englend Mills dnring
the year 1913 amounted to $6583.00. The total passenger reve-

nue on business out of Few England Mills, from 1565 passengers,
smomnted to $986.00; resulting in & total rovonﬁo from both
freight snd pa.sacngora of $‘7569.00. !ﬁhe fact showld not. e
overlooked thet 'the tonnage argd revexme figures for the freight
treffic represent’ traffio both received ot and :Eom:-aod Lrom
New Engla.na ¥ills.  So that in justice only 2 portion (spproxi-
mately one-half (1/2) ) of the freight revenue. should. properly be
credited to New Eng:l.a.nd Mills and the other portion shou.'l.d. appear
as a credit at the other ond of the ha'al. _ '.tho ta.'ole will a.l.,o
show that over sixty (60) per cent of the entixe year's Tovenue
folls in the f£irst three (3) months of the year 1913. The TOVE-
e d/uring these three (3) months was abnormal on account of the o
comparatively lexge smount of business dome i::.f,com-eqtion with
'tho construction wo:rls: by the Pacific Gas & Eleo‘tric‘ COmpamr.
Az mentioned hereto:ﬁoro this work waﬂ completea. by the midd.lo of
the yeer, and the months Lfronm J‘tmo to :Docembor 1913 mey be con~-
sidered as reflecting “he normsl conditions at New England M:I.lla
The avorage revenue from ‘ooth pasSsengers and freight por mon'bh
then appears to be practically $179.00; and if it is ass sumed. that
one-bal? (1/2) of this revemus is from tusiness actually origi-
neting ot Tew Evglend Mills, I srrive at the conclusion that about
$90 00 13 available to pey for the maintemnce of the agent, for
operating expenses, ana. all other charges in connection wi'th 'tho
| hendling of this businesa. This amount of revenue, 0Z course,
is entirely insufficient to Justify the maintensnce of an agency
.8t that point. Much stress wes laid by cerba.in shippora“ ::9-
presented st the héa'::i.ng on the theory thet +he company should
be regquired to meinteln an agency like the one.u:a.dqr considera-

tion at & loss provided it could be shown that its.‘businesé as &

e




waole for the entire system was profiteble.
I am not prepared to subscribve %o this view. Thile

I an very mueh in sympathy with the effortc of the people of Tew
Englend Mille to retéin convenient and sdequate ctation facilities,
end am impressed by their feir-mindedness in presenting their |
claims,'I em of the opinion that this Commission should notAplac§
axy wndue barden on ome territory or on one cet of people in
order to discriminste in favor of emother.  Andthis 1s what

o*de* by this Commission +0 meintein this station at & dis~
tinet loss . world amount to. I believe that the position of
the Commission in regard to this important question was mede clear
at the hesring, and that the witnesses and interested parties
precent appreciamod its sttitude. The question at.issu§ 1n this
cage 1s simply. whether the p:esonx'ana progpective bueinesz'justir
fies the mzintenmence oZ an agont at New England Mills. . I;boliove
it will Ye cloar thet with tno facts under"too& as to the small
reverue at this poinx the meintensance of an agency cannot be
justified from & revemume stezudpoint. The necessity of an agent
at 2 railroa& station‘does not, howeyer,‘depend extirely or prinr
cipelly on the total reverme feceived. T4 depends primé&ily'tpon
Les s-tnanrcarload freignz hendled snd uwpon the number of passen™
gers wzing the stetion. " In otker words, the agent is needed par*
ticularly for tho handling of less~t s=then—carlosad dusiness and st~
cending to the needs cnd wants of pacsengerce. The'statemonx of
Tece~than-carlosd buzinese indicates thet s;bsoquqﬁx to the gbnor=

mal months mentioned ghove and during normsl months this,bﬁsinoag-

runs et oo everage of anprozimafely £i£ty (50) tons bor nonth,

wita 2 aocrea,o rather then an incresse during the last three

monthe. The pass ongcr* handled gt this stetion’ &uring the normal

montas averaged from 49 to 108 per monxh' end here egein thcre =p=

pesrs to be no tendency towerds an increasc. Judging by these




letter facts there would'again‘appoar t0 be no necessity for the

maintenance of an sgent oxr accomnt of the 1ess-thanrcarioad and

the passenger business. .

Tre principel bdusiness of the New ZEngland IUills {terxri~

tory seems to Dbe the ahipping of fxuit. The Southern Pacific
Cormpany, tarough its reprcuen tative, ot the héaring gxpresse& itsf
willinguness to co~operate - with the COmmi sion and the commnni;
ty in overy way poésiblé.tb give convenlent and efiicient‘sér—‘ |
vice to the people at New Znglend MMlls; and I bélic?o wader the
circumstences ‘thet thig can best be accompli°ne& by mainteining a
texporary cgent at New Bugland Mills during sach year’* Zruit
saipping season, in the moaths of August, Soptembcr an@ October,’
or by employing 2 resident of New England Mills-to'act;as & care=
seker during the entire yeare. This care—taler might'bé the cue~
todiex of the key to the freight house,‘and attend to the re~ |
ceiving amd forwarding of less~tham—cerloed shipments, snd need
not nacessarily_have anything to 4o with tariffs, collection of
freight charges, or the ssle of tickets. It sy opinion thet

the practical working out of one or the other of these sugges— |
+ions should be left to the Somtherzn Pacific COmpany.

I £ind, tnorofore, as & fact that the change in the lo~
cetion of the present stetion and cide tracks two thouﬂan& (2000)
feet east from their precent locetion will bemeflit the poople of |
Hew Eﬁglana ¥i1le, sné thet the applicamt chould de permitted to
chsnge these focilities ez ouwtlined in the application. |

T 2ind further thet the continnéa meintenance of &
freight and passenger agéncy i3 not justifi&blq, elther by the |
anovat of revenue dérivea fron buziness properly creditable o

Few Englerd ¥4lle or by the less—than—cerlocd freight business or
maxmber of passengers handled ot this point.




[

X recomena. that tho appli cant make arrwements
oither by mamtaining o temporary agency during the months of
Avgust, September cnd Oc¢tober of sach year ox by o.p;qginti.ng o
care-ta:;ér, as suggested hergtofore, to properly sexrve the peopie
ot Fow Daglend Mills. - -

T submit herewith the following foxm 0f Order.
© B 2 E R

SOUTEERN 2ACIFIC COMPANY, Heoving f£iled witk the Come
mission its epplication in %he proceeding entitled ae zvove, a.mi
& public hearing having been hold, and evidense having boon pro;
\ sento; by both perties, aznd the cese having beon submitted, and
tho Commission heving escerteined the fuots in this case, as
hereinbefore sot‘ out, and basing its oxder omn the £indings conw
tained herein snd on the opin.iér. which precedes fhis ordex;
I¢ IS EEREPY ORCERED AS FOLIOWS:
..‘?erm.ission 43 hereby grunted to spplicent for the re-
moval of its d.epot end si&e 't:'f cks ituatoa. at New England. Mlls

t0 & locetion approximately two thou.:.and ( 2000) Zoot o *‘t:orl‘:;r

fron thelr pros’-';nt Loocation, nesr the point who:re the COunty 20ad
- . [ ' . . ‘)

orocses the lime of applicent’s railwey, a3 shown ox & plan &o-
coRPEnying "che a@plicption. '

Pormission is also granted to discontinue the agency a.'!;_
New England Mills, uwpon the conditior that the applicent ;nakes
sa‘sisfantory‘ arrongenents to properly seﬁrve +he public at ‘New'
EZogland ¥ills, either by maeintaining & tomporery agency during
Logust, September end October of esch year, or by eppoizting s
oa.re-takér,' a5 outlined horeindbefore; and thet within ‘thirty (30)
d.ay:s from the date of this oxder applicant notifies 4he Cormission
og . ité action in this mé.‘cter.




The Commission reserves the right, upon proper showing

or upon its own initistive, 10 chenge or modify this order as to
it may seem right and proper, snd as future developments may wor-
Tant. | 2

The foregoing opinion and Lindings are heroby apyroved
amd orderod filed as the opinion and Zindings of the Reilrosd
Comnlssion of the State of Californie. |

Deted st Sax Fremeisco, Celifornis, this oh goy
of April, 1914.

Commissioners.




