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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATZ OF CALIFORNIA.

In tae matter of ihe application % | @{%D@BNA&

of MATLLIARD ESTATE for wermission Application No.l435.
©0 make increazse in charges. :
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BY THEE COMMISSION.
SZCORD SUPPLEMENTAL OPINION.

On September 12, 1913, the Commission made and entered its
order estadbllishing just and reasonabdle rates t0 be charged for water
distriduted by the ¥aillierd Zstate undex Apslication No.35, at the
towze of Lagunites and San Geronimo, Marin cownty, Ca}ifofnia. Oon
Novembexr 25, 1913, the Commissior made and entered a'snppl¢m¢nxal
order amending the prcvious&order by providing for the collection of
payment Zor zmmount used 2bove the minimum waere mgtere are placed.

Subsequent to the originel decision the water utility
property bhas paseed into the ownership of the Legunitas Development
Company. The water rates ordered were put into effe¢t by the lést
named company wupon the first day of Januwary, 191%, and immediately

very considerable dissetisfaction Ceveloped and there Las been an

active campaign carxied on among the constmers at Légunitasvto have
the form of rate changed.

During 1n§estigation by this Commission and at the two
public hearings conducted ir this watter 1t appeared to be an undgybt-
ed fact that the larger number of the consumers would reguire water
service and desired to make payment therefor only for a few zonths
of the year. Therefore, the rate established by tae Commiscion téok
thls into accownt and was formulated to reiturn 0 the company the
amount of the charges prpperly to be demanded and necessary for the
conduct of 1te business and %0 proportlon the payment among all con-
guzers in accordance w éh the beneflits derived.

It now appears that the consumere, vracvically without

exception, desire that water be available for use uwpon their property
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during ecach and every month of the year; and that they are willing

0 make payment to the Waiter Company for such continuous availability
of service. Thip causes a radical change of the basis upon waick
miee may now proverly ve established. .

The Commission has received o petition sigred by &7 consum-

exs, rezding as follows:

"Fe, the undersigned, Properiy owners and water consumers
of Legunitas, Marin county, California, hereby respectiully
petition that the water rates for Lagunitas be fixed on the
flat rate basis, and thet the annual charge to0 each consumer
be fixed at $12.00 per year for the use of 4,500 gallons pex
monta, and for all water used in excess thereof, at the xate
of 50 cents per 1,000 gallons." '

There has als¢e been f£iled a printed and pudlished state-

ment over the signature of the Lagunitas Development Company, DYy
John B. Colemen, President, which includes the following:

"Although the decioion of the Rallroad Commigsion speci-
fically pointe out that a flat rate of $12.00 per year (plus
50 ¢ents per 1,000 §allona over %,500 gallons per month) is
insufficient to yleld a fair xeturn upon the cost of the water
plants and the value of the sexrvice, nevertheless in orxder to
establich 2 condition of harmony and good will between oux
company and the water consumers, if the water consumers of
Lagunitac decide to apply %o the Railroad Commission for a flat
rate of $12.00 per year (plus 50 cents per 1,000 gallons in
excess of 4,500 gallone per month} our company will not oppose
guckh application.” ‘ ‘

It a¢ chances that, conzidering the number of consumers

0 be the same as weed in the determination of ratee in the Commission's
former order, a general rate of $12.00 per year will retura to the
company the same aggregate sum as was considersd probadble undef the

rate before established, it also appearing that there ie practically
wnanimity of deeire upon the part both of the consuners and the company

that this rate be 6hanged.

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL CRDER.

IT IS FEREBY ORDERED t2at LAGUNITAS DEVELOPMENT COMPANY,
successor of ¥ailliard Estate Company, be and the same is hexredy
authorized to chaxge for water delivered to its customers in and

sbout Lagunitas the rate of twelve dollars ($12.00) per coneumer per
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anawn, payable in advance, on July firet of each year, witd arn additior-

al charge of 50 cents per 1,000 zallons in excess of 4,500 gallons per
month where meters are installed. |

Thie order zhall become esfective on July 1, 1914%. Whexe
peyments in excess of this amount have been made under the'prior orders

herelin, credit shall be given for the excess payment.

Dated at Sen Framcisco, Califormia, this 27& day of
June, 1914.

Comm4 saioneis -




