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GOEDON. Commissioner: 

OPIliION 

REEDLEY ~O:NE' COMPANY. the e ompla1nsnt 1n this eau. 
• I . .' ., 

operates a te,lephone' 'system in the e1'tl': o:f lleedley. Fresno CounV, 
, '. '", . 

Ca.l1!orn1a., and :f'urn18hea exchange service to subseriberswitll1n, 
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the municipal. limite, of :Reedley- t- and' also to a' :zm:m.ber of" farmer . 

lines which extend beyond the ID.Ullic1ps.l l1m1ts.'. ~~e rate :for 

exehaJ:lge service with1D. the municipal l1m1ts 18 $1 .. 50 pe~month., " 
~ . ' . . .' , 

" I 

The rate for farmer l:%Ille service is $3.60 per' a:onum. ... 

G. E. Schroeder 8.n4 J. W. Galle. who 'live be,-ond the 
. ~ ',., . ' '. , 

excha:age limits; are se~ed by a, farmer 11ne. .Aft()~. this.' l~ 
.' 

enters the exehange limits.' it pa.sses across ,'the: proPer.'t7of :l.E • 

.Anderson, Which property' 1snow . leased to L,. '0. Clough .. ' ~hi8'." 
: '. 

~:tne aJ.so crossos the property O;!,.AntOll ~on 'w1th1n the exohaxlge . 
• • '. I • 

,limits. 

The onJ.y :tssue presented 1n this case is~ Whether L~ O. 
! 

Clough shOUld be allowed to receive', ,excha%lge service on thi8 line 
, " 

at the :ramer-l1ne, rate of $3.60 per a%lXl.Uln~ or whether, he should 

be required to .pq the rate' of $l.50 per' month 'regularJJcllarged 
( • • ~ • ., I' 

~ 



-y', 

for telephone" ae:rv1ee f~;c.ieb.ed within the e2i:ell.a.nge 11m1 ts. Tho 

telephone comp~ he.s refa.sed to furnish telephone, servioe to· 

Mr. Cl.OTJ.gh "DJlless he pa7S the regul.8.r exoha.zlge rate and hasflled 

tb,i8 eo:nple.in~ a.sk1xlg for a rul1l:lg of' the Commission upo~th1~ 

quest1on. and. further. 111 caso the .Comm.1,8s1~ holds that ,u:r. 
Clough ehouldpay the $1.50 per month rate that an order be made 

direct~Mr. Clough to disconnect his farmer~l1ne station ~es8 

th1s ra.te is paid. and. in the event he fails to ,0.0, so. that the . 
oompe.JlY' be permitted to d1seo:cne.ot the entire farmer: line'. .. 

I deSire to draw attention to the circumstances surround

ing the constra.et1on and use of this farmer-line. as I believe 

this will have an, important bear1Xlg upon the dec1sion 1n this oase. 

This fa.rmer~l1ne was· constructed about the year 1908 at the expense 

of six persona owning propert~ tn the v1c1n1t~ of Reedle7 who de

sired to he.ve tele:phone serviee between themselve8 and also- a. COll-
o •• 0 

y ••• I • o. 

neetion with the excb.s.xlge at Xeedley. formerly ovnled bY' the Pa.c1f-, . 
1c Telephone and Telegraph Company. One of these psrties.Mr~ J.S. 

:Miller, owned the property now oooupied. by 'M:r. Clough. Mr. nller 

received telephone service upon these premisee, &s 4,140 a~so_the 

other parties on the fa.rmer-line. In November, 1912, Mr. nller 

sOl'd this propert,. to Mr. J. E. Anderson. At the -time of the 

tr&lSfer no mention wag mtlode of the telephol'le line or of the teJ.e-, , 

phone servioe. ~he premises remained idle for several months. 

at the end o:! whioh time theY' were rented to )Lr. Eoher. :D'Cr1llg 

Mr. Rob:er's tens:ney, which was for e. period slightly over .e. mOl1th. 

the telephone, by some me8Jl8. beoame disoonneoted. After M;r. 

Roher vaoated the premises they were again idle for a ,period of 

two months. after Whioh they were occupied. a short while. by Mr.:Boyd. 
, . 

The answer t~ tho cO=p'l&1l1t statee that M:;z:. lloyd reques.ts that 

the telephone be oOXUleoted. e.lth'Ough no, ~st1m.OXl3"· was introduoed 

at the hea.r1ng uponthie point. AfteX' Mr. :Boyd loft theprem.1aes 

they rema.1nedidle until abou.t ll'ebl"'tlary 1, 1914. at whioh t'1me 

2 

,. " 



the7 were rented. 'b7 }O:. Clough. the present ocoupant. short~ 
,I • " _ 

" 

after Mr. Clough moved on to the premdB~8 he requested telephone 

service and w~ refused' for the reasons mentioned above, and ~he 

dispute resul.t1ng 1n the present compls.1nt thue arose. 

At the hear1:tlg in this eaae' I mAde a. very c·s.re:ful., oxemi:na

tion of 'the history of the telephone service on these premisee 

and found that· with the exception of the request which· was 

sts.ted to hs.ve 'been made by ltr'. ~o1d no mentiOn was mad.e of 

telephone service ttpon those premises dur1llg the seventeen 

months in wlUeh the various trs.nsfers wore made. In view of -: 

tbe peculiar e1roumst~e8 of this ease I do not believe ,that 
, , 

Mr. Clough can' be :rega:r~ed b1 this Commission as being 1n the 
, , . 

same pOsition as Mr. Millor who, orig1nsJ.ly owned theso premises , . ~ 

and eontributed to the construction of this farmer-line. 1b:'. 

Clough. without e.:rJY mention be1ng ms.d.e of telephone 80rv,ice., 
.. .~ ., , 

moved on, to these premi sea which sre 81 tus.ted. within the ex-.· 

change l.l.m'te- No farxner-lin~ service, had. been furnished to 

these premises for a. period well over 8. '3'e~. s.lthough thl)y. :bAd 
,. "'-

been occupied from. t1Dle to time by different tenants. I feel 

the.t 1lr.:,"Clough caxmot be regn-rdod differently than e:JJ:1 other 
.. ' 

tene.nt Who, rents pX'emiees w1th1:n the city o:f',~eod.le1. I 'feel 

tho:t it would be de~ided.1Y ~s.1r to perm1tllar. CloUsh to.' re-
. ' , 

eeive regul~ exchange service at other t~ the regular exchange 

rates. I. aceord1nglY. recommend ~hat the CommiSsion make a 

:rul1llg that the Reedley Telepho:c.eCom);la.~ sll.sJ.l ehe.rge ~or te1.e

phone service for' the premises now' ~cettp1ed by ltr'. Clough a~ the 
.. . If •• I. I I 11.~4 , I' • I 

regttls.r exehe:lge rate of $1.50 per month. . '" ' 
, ' 

... Reedley ~elepho:ne CO'11l'fltJ:tJ:1 a.l.so requested that this Com-
.. 

m1s'S1on malta an order requiring Mr. ,Clough to ,diec'o:r:rc.ect. his 
.,J. .. 

telephone sts:t1on at these premises UXJJ.ees he would. pa,: the 

$1.50 per month 'rate •. and further, :tha:t;. ,1n case :Ml"., Clough 

refused to disco:cnect his telephone sta.tion the,OOmP~ be· 

pe:rm1tted. to disconnect the. entire farmer-'line ~ 
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feel that it is. neee-esary at this. time to, make an aJ:"deraa . " 

requesttla.~ b,. the 't;elephone· compSJ:l;1. I ~e~l, that the dec181~n 
. , 

upon the j'C3t rate to· be eharged Will settl.e. the, presento.on-
, . ."/ . 

. trovers,.. If 9 however. action b,- tMs Comm18sion1a deeme,d, 
, , 

nece,ssa.:ry. s.nother complaint may be filed with the Commission. 

I recommend the, fOll.owixlg"order: 
" ',', 

ORDE.R 

~e aboTe-entitled ease. having been heard and. the com-
mission ba1llg duly adVised in the ',:rem1s:es.,--

. - ' 

IT IS HEP.EBY· ORDERED" that the r~e; .. to be cherged by 
. . . . . 

Reedley ~elephone Comp~ for regular telephone exo~o 
. 'I...... ....,',' .,' " '. 

, , 

serVice ~n1shed to tho· premises . within the e1ty of Reedley 9 
", i' 

now owned by J ~ E~ Anderson and. occupied by L.· o. Clough,. is 

the rega,lar exehaXlge ~ate of.$l.SO per month.~ 

IT IS· FORTEER OBDERED that in all. o,ther respects the . , . 

oompJ.a1nt "in this.. proeeedillg be" and .the ssme· 18 hereby d1.s

m18se~ without, pre~d1ee. 

!I!h& foregoing op1n1on.s.nd order are here~ approved 

and ordored filed as the opin1on 8lld order of the Railroad 
" I 

C'Ommiss1on of the State of ca.:Liforn1a. 

Dated at San ·Franciseo. CsJ.ttorn1a" this ~t.;d. ~ -
of J'Clle. 19l4. 
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COxmn18S1ollers. --.00 


