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| GOSDON, Commissioner:
' | 'OPmIonr

REEDI.EY TEJ:EEEONE CQUPANY, the compla.inant in th:!.s case.

75 ON woispeq

operates -3 telephone eyatem in the city of Reedley. I‘resno ceunty, _

Ca.litoma. and :fnrnishea exchange gervisce to wbscri‘bers within
the municipal limits of Reedley, and also to & :mm‘ber o: farmer ,_
.linee which e::tend 'beyond. the micipal lmi't:s. . The ra.te :Eor

: excha.nge service within the micipal 11mi'ta is .4,.1-50 per mon't:h. _—

The rate :for :fa.mer 1ime sorvice is $5.60 per ammm _

6. B Sehrosdex a,ml .T. We Galle who live beyond. the
‘exchange limitas, are served by a. farmer line. | A:f'ber thﬂ.e line
entera the exchange limita it passes a.croes the property of .T.E. '
‘ A.nderson which property is now ‘leaged £0 L. 0. 01ough ﬂ.‘hia
line also croaaes the propexrty of .Anton Ea.nson withm tb.e ezeha.ngo
limits. | IR

The only :rsaue presented. in this ea.se is whether I.. 0.
CJ.ough should be 2llowed 't:o receive. exchange serviee on thia Lline
. at the :Earmer-line ra.te of .;1,.3.60 pex. anmm or whether he ahoruld.
be required to ;oay the z-ate o:t 1. 50 per month regnla.rly charged
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for telephone -service furnished within the exchange limits. The

telophone compeny hes refused to :Eurniah‘talephoz‘zq se;-vice "t‘;o-'
Mr. Clough unless he pays the regulsr exobange rate apd has £iled
this compleint asking Zor & ruling of the Commission upon this
question, and, farther, in case the COmmission holds that Mr.
Clough should pay the .,,1.50 per month ra‘te that an order be made
directing Mr. Clough to discomnect his farmer—line e’ca.tion wnless
this rate 1s paid, and i.n the event he :eans to 4o 80, that the
company be permitted to d.isconn&ct the entire farmer line. "

I desire to &raw attention to the circumstangea surround- |
ing the comstruction and use of this farmer-linme, as I believe
this will heve ax important bearing upon the d_ecigioﬁn in this case.
This farmer~line was; constructed about the year 1908 p.t the oxpense
of six porsons omiﬁg property in the vicinity of Roedley whd de~
sired to have telephone service between themselves an& e.leo & con-
nection with the exchange at Reedley, fomerly ovaned. 'by the Pacif-
ic Telephone and Telegraph Company. One of theso partiea-, Hre J.S.
Miller owned tho proporty now occupled by Mr. Clough. Mr. Xiller:
received tolophone gervice upon these premises, as 4id a.lso 't;ho
other parties on the farmer-line. In November, 1912, ir. Millex
s01d this property to ior. J. E. indersom. A% the time Of the
transfer no mention was made of the telephone line or of the tele-
phoxw service. The premises remsined idle for seversl months
at the end of vrhioh time they were rented to M. Roher. m:ring
Mr. Roler's tenancy, which was fox & perlod slightly over a._mqnfh,
the telephone, by somé means, became disconnescted. After Kr. |
Rober vacated the premises they were agein idle for & period of
two months, sfter which they wexe occﬁﬁiei.a. ghort while by Mx-Boyd.
The answer to. tho‘compla.int states tha.t m. Boyd requests t.':'xla.'t;. |
the telephone be cozmected althougb. no 'bestimomr was intro&aced
at the hearing upon this point. After Mr. Boyd Jeft the premiaes
they remained 1dle tm'til about February 1, 1914 at whic.h timo
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they were rented by 3x. c:l.cmgh the present ocompant. Shortly
after Mr. Clw.gh move& on to the premises he reqnestod. ‘telephone
service snd was refused for the reasons mentioned a.bove‘ a;xd. the
dispo.te resulting in 't:#e presenf cqmpla.int,‘thus 8r0s8e. |

At the hearing in this case I made & very careful oxamina~
tiom of the bistory of the telephome service onm these premises

and found that with the exceptlon of the regquest which was

gtated to bhave boen mede by Mr. Boyd no mention was made of
telephone service upon these premises durlng the soventeen
months in which the varions transfers were maa.e. In view of -
the peculiar ciroumstancea of this case I 40 not 'believe +that
Xr. c:Lcmgh can be mgarded by 'this COmmission as boing in the
ssue position as Mr- nﬁllor wao originally ownod these premisos
~ zpd contributed to the. construction of this farmor-line. wr_.‘
Clough,. witho-gt axy mention being maﬁe of telephong ser.v.’ice’,
moved on %o these premises which. ;:.'e situsted within the ex~ '
chango 'J.mite- No farmer-line service haﬂ. 'been fmiahod to
these premiaes for a poeriod well ‘over a. yesar, although thoy. lmd
beor occupied from time t0 time by diﬁerent temn'ts. I feel,
that m. ‘c:l.ough cennot be resard.ed. di:ﬁ':ﬂ'erently 'chan amy other
tona.n‘t: who rents premises within tho city ofvnoo&ley. I feel
that 1t would be dooi&edly wafair to pormit Mr. cloush to To-
ceive regn.‘l.ar excha.nge aervice at other tha:a. the regula.r e:change
re.tes. I a.ccordingly, recommend 'tb.at the Commission make a
ruling ';;h,e.t the Reeuey Telephone compa.ny shell chexrge for tole— ’
:ghone service Lor 't:he prem.ieee now occup:x.ed. 'by mr. clough at the
reguler exchenge rate of $1.50 per n;o;afh., |

- Reealey :L‘ele;phom COmpa.zw also reav.ested that thia com~
mission make an order requiring Ur. C:lough to diacomect his:
telephone station at these premises 'cmless ho wonld. Pey. the
$;-50 per month rate, axd further, that ,in case Mr. clongh
refuged to discomnect his telephone station the Compaxy e
permitted to discommect the entire Larmer-line. I 4o 20t -
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feol that it is necesse.ry at this time to make an arder a‘s'

requested. by the telephone company. A ;Eeel..vfche.t the dec_ieion

wpor the Just ra.te' t0 be cha.rged. w:.l:.'settleﬁ.cthe.‘ ;presenf- con~

- troversy. If, however, action by this Commission i'e' deemed

necessary, a:no'ther complaint may be .filed. wi‘bh the commiesion.
I recommend. the :Eollowing orderx:

OR-D'ER

The a.'bove-enti'tled. case heving been heard and the Com-
wission being duly advised in the »remises, -~ “

I? IS HEREBY OEDERED, tha.t the ra.te 't:o 'oe charged by
Reedley melephone Compamr for reguJ.ar telephone e::ehenzge
service fnrn:lshed. t0 tho promises. within the city of Reedley,
now owned by J. B. Anderson and ocoupiod. ‘oy L. 0. c:l.ough is
the regular exchange ra.te of. "‘1.50 per month. -

IT Is FURTER ORDERED 'the.t iz all other respects the

comple.int 1n this proceeding be, and the seme is hereby d.ie—
miased without prejudice. :

The foregoing opinion and ordexr are hereby approved
and ordered £1led as the opinion and order of 'the Railroad
Commission of the State of Califomie..

Dated at San Fra::cisco Celifornta, this 24& doy
of Ju.ne 1914.

© Commissioners.




