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THELEN, Commissioner.

a chaxge for service Connectlons and meters._ The company has been

as. 1t is p0b31ale that the decxslon in thax case.may?h’ve3no direc‘
_ bear:ng on unincorpora»ed terrltory, such a8, thax here involved  I%have‘”"“

. Sdec1dea to submlt my oplnlon wztnout further delay._:;rlg‘,,

to persons desxrzng tne same 1n a tract of some on

. lying dlrectly east of the Cltj of Pasadena.;f;m"‘ﬂ:"




authority to nake the servzce connectron and meter dbarge, on thé
language of certain contracts Whldh 1t made w1th the owners of the.:w
tracts constltutlng the one tnousan& acres at the tlme applicant
befan the operatmon of its system. These tract owners des;red an .I
adequate supply of water largely to enaole tnem to sell lota 1n o
taeir re.pectlve tracts, and agreed to construct the malnszn thelr
respectlve tracts and to donate them to appllcant in addztrdﬁxto w
other consrderatlons, and appl;cant 1n turn agreed to supply water“,
at rates speorf;ed in the contracts. Q Each of these contracts conrlfy”:F'fw
talns a sentence as followa. ” Lo “_'”‘ e
| ”The rlrst party (Pasadens Consolrdatea Water Company) furtaer
agrees to supply . and install meters (sald neters and cost ofin=

- stalling the same to e paid for by the. consumers of. water) and

to regulate the use- .of same in accordance with: such reasonable
ruies’ as lt may hereafter ad0pt for: the furnlshlnb,of waterq?;_'"’“'

The contracts also provrde tuat subsequent purdhasers of Iand
in the. respectlve tracts dhall be entrtled to the benefits_thereunder""'
‘and - also "snall ‘take 3aid land and recelve the oenefﬁ_’ seruing

'sala contract, subgect to all. tne uerms hereln contamned e

Taere 18 no evrdence~that these contracts were everxrecorded_or‘

tnat eubsequent purdhaser° of land nad any notlce of thél _term

_of the water users testlfmed that hzs deed contalned no referewce”to;
tais ‘éh‘é.rg,é ‘and \it ‘may ve inferred"frdm_t toe recordtha,theknew ‘q:t‘pi_‘n’gr;
abont tne terms of tne contract between the tract owner and Pasadvnaw

‘ Consolldated‘Water Commany | | H“ “ | h
Applxcant urges a8 a furtner reason: for contlnuing this c‘haexrge#l

taat it 1s not. ma&lng a reasonable prorit on its 1nvestment

mhe general rule whzcn this Commlsslon has repeatedly applied :tjj:ﬁj

and Whlvh it will contrnue to applys unless special facta are Bhown,'””"“
_and unlese a contrary rule is establldhed by the Supreme Court, iafﬁﬁ

+hat it 13 as mach the duty of a water company to lnstall the Bervrce* o
connectzon to the property line and the meter, at 1ts own expense,ﬂ“
it is to build the wells; reserVOlTB and mains. A contrary ; jf%

would compel the user to donate pgrt of its system uo the water company_s




It hardly Beems eqnltaole to hold that future lot‘purchaeers
‘shall be bound by the terns of a contract between thlrdwpartlee
oef rhldh terma they had no notlce. The language of tne contractaxrﬁm‘ 5
._-themselves provmdes-only that tne consumer shall pay for thhﬁmetere-end'ft
the cost of 1nstalling the seme, whzle the chargelof¢$l5 0 e w7
'aleo tne cost of the eervzce connection to the proPertycllne”and the
coet of 1nsta111ng tne sane, matters not covered by theE_ontracte“*VTijﬁdf
| Paeadena Consolldated‘water Company claims not merely control, eyﬁii
but also ownerehlp, in the meters for Whl”h 1te cuetomere@dave paidfﬁ;
Tne more equztable rule wonrd seem to.. be to have themcompeny pay forht
_tne meter and the service connection to the propertyehlri : i
‘clann ownerehap. | | _‘ ' 'v' 'wm; o
Bubseqnent to the submleslon of thls application, Pasadena _
Consolldated Vater Comnany acqulred by‘donation the entire.water‘systen

of Pasadena Park Improvement Comnany The eyetem was unme»ered hfbfff

Pasadena Consolldated Vater comnany has non*metered the entlre eyetem, »ﬂf

but hae done 80 entlrely at its own expenee without any charge to the
consumer. It would ‘seem that 1nstead of havlng one rule apply in
one part of the eystem and another rule dn another part it would be
better to apply the same rule all over the syetem.;“ :_‘ -
After a careful cone;deration, I have reached the conclnaion
that there is no. valzd reason: why -the- general rule applied by thie
Commleeion ehonld not govern in thie case. In reply to the requeet
for a ruling herein, I f:nd that Pasadena Consolldated Water Company
should inetall eerv;ce connectrone to the property 11ne and meters at
1te own:. expenee. The costs 80 incurred ‘are proper charges to capltal f“f
_ account and will be allowea in establlshrng rates.-¢h o v '. ‘h
Mr. Conlston, appllcant's preezdent agreed at the hearing,‘.a 
that if this rulzng were made, ne wonld refund all eervice connectzon f.“”

‘chargee collected eubsequent to the date of the applicatron herein.

I am confldent that applzcant wall comply wath thrvﬁfgreement

-..3_




and aleo dee:.st from further simlls.r charges in the future"; without

a fOI’mal order ‘and hence aubmlt th;s op:mion 88, closing this procv“'ed"‘“”:

The f°reg°m@ opinion is hereby &Pproved a.nd ordered'f\aled a g
the 0pinion of the Railroad Commssion of the State of Californi“_‘ ‘

Dated. a.t Sa.n Francxsco, Cals.fornla, ',_thls .Zf/d day of’"”J‘uly'v

Commisgsioners.




