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Decision No.

»

' In the mat ﬁer of une °'o'olz.ca‘clon o:ﬁ'
CINY COF SANDA ‘CRUZ for vermdi ss:xcm ‘bo
construct o street crossing at grude
ecross the track of Soutkhern 2ecific
Com'oa.ny et Cottonmwood Streel, C ‘cy o:E
‘Senie, ~Gruz, SW"'o Crr:.z Coun‘tv :
Celif o*ma. - .

'.cq.-.covaso.---ov.s--..‘-..---‘g.-o--l

NN
e

suplicstion Jo. 1226,

s

"_,vu. RE J’o.msbon for. Grty of Su.nte. sz
._,-,:?i'-'r@eorc'e o SCulCCGP"-"fOI‘ Souunem anrf

' u-O?._,O..\ Commmss:.oner

“T..:.cn 11 mweres ted ne.mlew were g:.ven

d oe neJct. Cot‘tozmoo& S'Lree'b "mere *bne crossing is "r‘ ‘os

‘ ':::we* S‘treeu a.na uae m_m l:.ne 't:mc..: o:E une Sou‘bnem '.z?ac:.i‘:. which

ru...» oetween Sam'ta. sz a.no. Lcs Gatos.

acres, belonomg to L . thuucneon and B W "‘umer.

om. . Cottomroo& S'tree., on. 't i-s_ lu.t :Ls saov'n as cross

Souu...er’" Pacf:zf:tc‘ t;%e;¢k %o join thet ar‘c of Co‘btormoolo.,st*e

,o;oen,_'w__'i' I: is on: 'tne es,s side o+‘ 'b'_;é :r:e.ilroua. :
;_n& 'me A‘t‘bo*ney .;.or .m_. LIcC Jc..eon s sole °..g:ners

Dreoenuecx 1.0 u"e Cluy Cowc:.l 04. S&ntu.Cruz '




mede.so trat uottom-oo would be come & cont:tn O'CL»:» street 86T
the “t:r&."c‘:iv::\‘io*" e Sou Ae Ze 'if Ac:'t_ng f&vorably on tm_s_

’cne m,..t"ce* w_s ked T 0y ‘.:"m, C:.‘ty CO'anll 1:1

e;‘hea:mg s eld

Trere is

*—noses of 'se 1n,g -o.f:o-oer't*r ir. "chz.s sv.b—&:.v:.s:.on ae h ‘con

“bms projec :t.‘ '.I.‘nere ere at 'o:resea* ’cwo vays o.‘. a'ooro
anner 8 sv.o -divisioz rom The: mm ou°iness .,,nd reolden@

of Se.n e Cruz.‘ ’“rom Potrero S:t'n*eeu sou“ch Am;t: S'tree'b is.‘ove
oz 'the rest siae O.L ‘the railro tr ck nd vemcles’ can eToss: th

t:r°ck on m‘ors, S‘treet v':«:' ch 1 : o‘ \

tracz ‘Trom ?otrero S'b*ee‘c sow

ing ana. tbenee v:z.a Amat S'tree't to uxr.‘ "‘czrner’c* L...o.d

rou‘be not a.s s._or'b‘...s 't__:».s one,

.vro“ooed rou'te vie Co‘b"aomooa S'treet is .;.rom 'tme ci«.y v:m

S'b*ee uo 'bne ”—"o‘trero S""‘eeu c*ossn.ng and. ‘bnence along.Amu.t S‘brae'(:
jolel Cor_l \..nd. “to 'cms nroner‘ty.. e

halokr -_‘o‘e, a_‘\main ura.velea s‘breet éxcen'b .Lo:r such neonlel","”

-7 -.P“ .
..:3.4'41‘. -

| in- no nm:ner 'be se'f'ved oy 1'ts construc‘cmn.

«.L.r:e_‘ Co :Lssxon in grade crossing case na.s a%b'?'i'iﬁany

times held the.'t 11: would not gran‘b normlss:wn _Lor I nlgnWay t




tke tracka of & railroad a8t grade solely :t‘or 't:he eako o:f _
&evelopinv eny sub divmsion projecte promoting real es‘t:a;te or_.f «
.gincreasing the price of _property.‘ I't has held the‘b it will grant*’
snch permss ion . only when It is clearly shown that some real ‘no
for the crossing ex:.sts.. It seems a8 fitting opportunity to again
- state the reasons tha‘t: heve led the Oommissn.on to ‘bake this: '.poa:t-
‘tion. I_nterstate Commerce COIImiSSlOIleT M'Chord recently 3._ te
in & five year penod ending in 1909 4621 peOple were kiilea '.
gradc croas:ngs in the United States an:l during the same period
‘Bcso- were injure&;.- The record since 1909 hes nndo*abtedly“_‘_:een CoEe
virorse 'rat'h'er then better. It must therefore, be recogni zed‘that“ B

the construot jon of each grade crossing carr:les with 'i v‘aﬂ““cer'tain"‘

‘hazerd to humen life-.- Grade crossings camot now be en’clrely abolisho&f

o tion. It has been o:ften argued 't;ha.t witn 8 given amnnt o tra:r:t

would be incurred by oPemng a :few additi onal croesinga..

't:he :faILacy o:f 't:h:Ls argament it is necessary on‘.Ly to conside“

. and pedestrians can cross &t w:.ll. ,‘ In the :first case, by ha.ving

‘approach. Where 'bhe track ie open or. where mny cro 3aings exist
1ose together it is mp0331b1e for an engine driver to take, ﬁze

seme palns to avo:i.d an accident a.nd the pe0p1e who cross 'the track




tra.ok many timee when 11: is not neoessary to a.o eo.; '.l‘he:r

another pha.se o:E the metter $0 be' considerea..

New. Jemey nss recently pessed & lew prohibi‘bing gra&e

cross:.ngs under any c:.rcumstanoes. , I\Tew York is making a com="" e
:_prehensive effort to secure ‘the aboliehment o:f all gr&de orossiogs |
11:}3111 the state a.nd near];sr evexry. ste,te has awekeneét to the, aanger
of g'rade croesings and is ma.’amg an e:f:fort to limit thelir‘ ‘ﬁmb‘er and
to se.fegaard thoee which are :mstel:l.ed.‘ The larger cities aro
'spenoing mil‘lions of a.ol'Lars inc oonnect:.on with the railroa.ds to
‘secure the separa.tion of srades within “their 'boundarieo. g
common Lnowledge tha.t when & etreet is once openea. e,n& prope:ffy
a;l.ong the street haa changea. hands partly
it 1s almost :me0'-"31ble to b.e.ve tha‘t: st‘.reet closed. I
then, that nltlmately a vast amom:rb of money will haVe to be spen‘t |

to oonstruct eithe:c overhead or m&erground orossings at most o:t B

‘f the streets which are open orevious to uno.ertaking grade Bepara.tion.

'Based on pa.st experience eacn separa‘bion "v:,ll cos’c 111 t'

rood of eso ooo oo. Wl‘th this :f.'aot :I.n view it 19 very appam_

.that n.t 1s an injustice to the railroaa. company and to ‘th:e'rpeo

| :Erom whom the railroad. company secures ita reven e and who eventnal—f

1y pay its bi:l_'Le to gram: permission :Eor any unneoess ary grad

cro Bsings %o be construeted.. . I:f the expense for s'ach g:rade Separa-‘*‘ o

1710338 is to be 'borne e:d:her wholly ox in part by the city or oon.n
in. whicb. 'the croselng is- loeeted it is oertainly no kindness t the
} crty or cou;nty government to permit one to be built unlees thor i

an absolute need for :1.‘t:.

it wae developed e."a the hearing that there was a poss- :

ib‘iiity of closing Co:ral Street if. Cottonwoo& Street could. bo

. opened. Smoe the closing: of Coral S'treet and the oPening 'o:f'co \




Stree't "roula no% incres.se tae n&zur& to human hi‘e inw_,thls"vifcmitv
bu‘b 'von.‘l.c. me:r:e"v t*_ns.Le* :‘.'b from one -oo:.n‘b to aaotner, I ‘..m“o.\. _‘the
opm:.on vnat v.C.lS spplic ‘ ion snoula; be n-ant 6.*9 ov1cting Goml
Street w_s closea 88 & X D.Llc nlgn.wav?f ov.’t; tn i ‘ Cor 1 S:tree'b is"not
80 closea nut une*e is no neceson.“cy Lo:r:, e.na tne 1

| .'nll nou ve °uoserved oy, ke cmem.ng cf Cottonwood. S‘treet end I
nel‘: eve tn&t s‘ é;pl'iés.fion ulcl e e.emec. tm.less tn”‘crossmg,

at Com.l S‘trect be vace te&.

I,re_comme_nd:t & .go_lovmé oruer. o

03223 |
CI’IY Oz S&‘\T"’.a ('P‘U"‘, _.u.vzng m.&e appll(:s.‘tlon :Eor pemlssion.
'bo cons wuc'c e _ :T.c:

*Sozrthe"z_-r. c:Lfic commy ut Cot

me:g 'accg_mpa,nymg 'tne:a_ppllce.‘tion, and wmoln.c hea‘rmg naving ”'be“
_qel& ane. it appee ring the | \
ploi be g*e.n‘bea | o :

| I"‘ Is "“'*QEBY OPJDER:'?ID "‘hs:b seild a.vol:x.ca 1021 be and "bne same
is ne'f'eoy o.en:xeo. wi'bnout nrewu&:.ce ‘co its renewal :L'F‘ Cor 1‘ Street: shall:
heresiter be clos eo. by piicant Qc*ocvs t.o_e 'tra.cL. of Sou'bner‘ Poca.:t‘ic
Company; ' | | N e V

‘ 'i’he .Loregoing om.nion end order aexre n.ereo;v S proveo. .,na
ordexed filed c.c the on:.nion end or&er o:C ‘ohe Railroa.d Commission o

| tne btate of Cullzornlh. , : TR
ted at S-_ EIUJ.‘.CD.SGO, cull*orma, uhls /y# o de

Apgusf,«;gl&.‘,

commissiomers.




