
j)ecision l~o. -:/;,... .. _._. 

Ili. the,me:'c.ter of' the ~;o"t)lic8;tion of } 
crby O~ s.Al~TA 'CRuZ :for·~'ermissio:nto· Y 
cons.truct. ~streetcro ssmg at gxade ) 
aCl~OSS tAe track, 0 f Southern ?a..ciii~. .} 
Company at 'CottOllWOOQ. ·Stre:et~ City, of } 
Se.ntaCrtlz:~ Sante. Cruz Co'O.Ilty ~ } 
. Ce.liiorn:te~· '} 
. ' ••. ' ... ,_ .. '.''''Y,.,.' ........ ' • .: '.,:.' "." .. ".: .',_ ...... ", ••• oil ... ' •• ', •• ,-.. _; ")," 

,"/ ... ~, 

• , ,," 

• .b.:pPlicatiOD..No·~i22&.·: ....•. 
': :.",\ ," ' 

"' " .. 

,J".L. Jo:b.'ns'Wnto:r ,city' o£'Sant,e.·Cr.:o;z·:>, ., ". ,.', .. "'." 
,::: Geo rge D.S<iu.:i:~~s>f.,o,r Sou;~:o.e~' Eac.;Liic Coin.:p;any~-; i 

,'" - " 
" 

. . :~ ',' \ ' ' <' • 

'On July6~ 1914 7 the:C.ity. oisanta.crXJ.~~>t11ro:U~ll:::it~·;/~), 
City ~ttor:a.e'y.fileo;wi th the COI!llU.issio'D. .an" $.p:91ic~ti~n :iJ?:, ~~{'::':':: .. ". 

above 'entitled. mei.t,ter~ On Augus,t4tha. :h~a;r~:~s,~e.1~:,\~,*'/~~· 
CTo.z

7
·,·8.t W1ll:~::c..·'al1.·intereste'c..':98.rti.es' were' .giV~r1.':~ch~:!l;~hi,6:',i:~~~:~ .. ,.···· .,' 
. " ." , .' .' ,.' , . <.~,; .... ,<:~::~.:,',:;; ,;" 

and-o ebearcr.; Co tt()llWO 0 d.. st:r:eet 7w:c.ere the:cross1llg';is :':pr6:§ose:a:;;?'.'·; :>,;:, . 
. '" ".' ,;. " ,".,,' " ,", .. 

. :is "stpreselit a. short street~ aboutZ80 fe'et~olig:,' l.yi~'.:b~",~'~,h::: ....• 
.. I. .":." " ,,": .' .':, :<.1 ;:: .... : 

River Stree·.t,and. the m8.iIl line traC'k of tAe.,':Shu;tilern:,a~:i::f::i~:.wliiC;h:,;: 
" , ..... 

'XU!lS betweellSa.nta' Crc.z and. Los Gatos.~, The~raCkiS:J.O~t~'d{;~i.:~::.:::':~· 
" . . . ,. " j.. '. '. . . - , . ':' . . . . '.'> '';.:,:.):::,:,,':::,+ 
general nOorth, ana: s'ou.til clirectioll',,:': anclto, . .the ,:~orth,of'.t1:l.is",!l:ro:P9'eea,', 

.,0" ,., .... " •.. ::,. "" · .... 'i'.". 

era ssing ~ Co:ra.l. s:tree t, So d.is tanceof' a"b 011 t 700'~~fe~t7:is,;op,en;;',:·>to::\:"':;: 
. ,'. ~' . '. ,: .' ",:..,:" ,"::" ~',/ '~"(~~,.'", ',";. :.-::::,.'.:':.:," ,'-':"" -> "::,',;' ':':</': '~.' 

tile so 11th aoput 700·.fe·et· ?otreroS:treet.;:lsop·en';". .. ..Imni~d~3;~e~Y.:".':>",:;·" 

west of t~e ,track is an ~a:evelopeclJ~rec-r; of land..O.f·!!lo.ri:til~:;·®<;.:, 
.' "'. , ~'. "', ",:.~.,,';;-:."':<":-:'~,.'~.;' 

a<!~ei~beJ.o:lging ~o: i. T. 1i:eCllt cile <):0. ana ";'.W.T1i:i-.!ler~· T.his;·,·tra~~\;: 

o:tli:tCl ·llas been· S1lllhVi CleCl by tile ~;mers-and~~i~~s:ci-~~~.~~WN:" 
:::lleb c:::::o:r::e:: . ;:~~:f;:rt1so:":~t~~~~~~~~~:;~:!. 
Ol'en,-;;~ic!l,is'on tJle: .es.st side of ~t~e:' :r:ailro'ad~' iJit;li:riO:;~:,'T~~~~~~;:>;':::',." 

, I • \, '. 

::s::e:t

::::: :::i~:~:t::e:d: .:~:::::::~~~~i~~;i'):' . 
.. '",,': ...... ( •. ,.'" \":'.,', 

.',""":,:-" " 



made· so tmt Cott.onwood would b.ecomee. 
t., 

the tra.ck 0 f the Sou:t:?lerl1 J?~cific •. · ..:ic;tingf~~or8.bly: Oll:.~~~ . 
• " .. , \ :"'. ',Y" " '" 

.. < ~ 

the matte:!:' wa.s:t~ke!l 'C'~:P' 'by t:ile·Ci'tyC~unci1bao.·e. t.t;emlJ-{j:::<tos'ec,u:se.: 
, " • , ',' " .• '. '"' • • ,"J .• ' "'.,,,' • ': .• ,' "" ';,.'.', " 

en· e~.sement. iror=. t:b.e. Southern :Pacific .C:o:ci::p&::::lY~ ·~nctfa.iIhg."~o·: 
. '. ., . "''.\'>-:';'',',' " ., .. ," 

eo :b.earing res held.aSbe:fOrem~nt.:iOne:d •. 
"'"'. ",1 ,'. 

~1:ere is at present· no;' one living., 0;_ th:ts:tr~,c.~. 

oW"~ed 'by Mx. Turner and. :his :9s.rtner ~S:.l5..£.Turne!'::fr:~:O.kl~stete,(l. 
C • • '., • ' • ,"' '., ' • " , ••• ~ .. ",,' • • ,. " : '. ' .,' , 

s. t the- hearing 
.: ': 

tha.t this crossing. vre.s desired- by him:.· -Solely f'o~.:'· . . , . '",." . 

t~e p\Lryose. of selling prol'erty . in .. ' this .. suo.-ctivis~on s~· he-_·cpnsidL.·· 
. .. " . . .' ,," " ", ,. "'." -. '"."' .. 

this proS0e:t. 

Turner f s sUb-d.ivisior. from the m.ainqUSines·saIla.' ;e-~id.eri~e/<lis;txic:ts 
. .' ~ ',"<: / "':'.': .' ..... " 

. . -, '.~' ~. " ~: .. ~', 

of' sante. -Cruz. nom. ?otrero street- sou'th~ ,Ami:tStree:t_i:$:·p~e,:!l;' .. · 
" ,",,",' 

·'c'._ ; .. ',,', 

track on ~[o:::-s. Street, w:c.ic:c. is o:pen. 
," • • 'J. 

QuintanaStree-tparalle-l:g'tlla . 
. , . '" ,"",' ,,'.," ", .. ""J .... 

. ,; ~ " 
tracktiomPotrero street south a.:o.dt:b.e l.og:t~al:~ __ ana.s.s:tt_~S,::p~9:+e.li.;. 
the .. shortest route :from the. mem'portion" o'!·SaD._ta.· C~.to·::ihiS::fu:.aat::: 

of le!l.Q.worud lie via Qui:o.tsns; Street o'ver the?o:tr~.ro; street ·cf6:~;;"< 
• . , " ' '. • . '. I '", ','. ~," " 

i!lg e!lQ. tb.ence via.. l!..m.9.t street· to j}Tr~ raXnert·s::la.nd...A:c:other:',·, 
, .':" ·'.l '. :"~', ' . 

. ,", 'i,'. 

route, note.s short as this one., butwilich is still shorter· than the.' 
• , . '. ~' • • ~'; ~ •• , ~I . ~, 

street to ~Ae ?ot:J:'ero' street crosS-iIlg' and.. the!lce 

to Coral ~dtothis ~roperty. 
. '~'. .' 

It Was shoWn .t1:l.at C6ttbnwood>woUl<f-· 
. . "'. :c :',~ .. :':. ' " ., " , ' 

Tur:::l.er1s sUb-uvisionano. tha~eventhenthe.~ioJ:'i~s.t.}.WaY::.,.: 
- • .....' .' 0".. ' ,.' ,. 

we'lll.a. b·e. vie tbe·o.t:'cer routes, a.s mentieIJ.ed~ and. t:b.~t;~e;~;·Was:~:·.'ab-2:· 
,",." ' ¥"'--"', ,.' '- -" , 

sol1lt"ely!l.o necessity for thls' cro·ssi::lg e.nd.:pup·.lie 

ill :l.o.!nenner . be served by its e:onstructi-ori. 

!me CO~issioIl, . in gra.de crossi~g. ca..ses~has: 

times ilelo. that it ~ould not grant permission fo·r a. 

....... < L ' '~:': " 

:"\.'.:,' 



.' . 

the traekaof a. railroad a.t g.rade solel,. :fo.r t·lie sake o~:, . 

developing eny sub-division projects~' promoting- reaLestate~or '. ' .. 
, . 

increa.sing the price of property~" It hSs··heldthat.it.will.'gxaIlt 

such permiss ion only when it is· clearly shoWn that's'om~'re'~l"neei" . ' , ",.' ..... , " 

:for the crossing exists.. It s ee~· afitti.ng opp~rtun:ttY't:6:~ga:i~:: 
. .' . I '. '. . ... ,::' '",:' " ,: " ',:.:: . >." ..... :> "." .,.,', 

state the reasons: tha.t have led theOommiSSiont;o:taket.bitS'.l>O~i~ 

tion. Interstate. Commerce C.omnissioner Mf chora'reoent;:ly stitei.~t1:l.~i:~ 
in a. :rive yea:r period endi:og in· 1909 9 4621 people w,er~k:l.li~d.&t: 

grade oro8Sillg8 in the Ulli ted States, and during.the.~:~;er1e>d:,:· 
. ": .. ' '. . 

aero we:re injured. The record si'nce 1909 has: und.OUbtedIY.b~en'· . .. . ... ,.,: ," "',.' . ., 

worse rather tbs.n better. It m'tlst,.therefore',· be reoog:n1'Z;4:t'l:lIl.~ 
the construation of' each gra.de cross.ing aa:rries w1th1:t:a.rierta::tl:l.'" 

hazard to hume:a li:fe., Grade cross:ings cannot now, ,oe:en:ti~el;~&bg·ii~h.~'. 
s.ince neither the people nor the railro a. ds have suif:t~1e~t: :&:nda:<to·. 
.' ., . ' .' .. ,'.. '~"",:, . '. 

do so, oonsequently this hazard mus.tbe assumedandt.he .. ;Oomm:rs:s.,~oll" 
'" " " ',' ""," 

must take it into consideration and balance. it withthe'J:l.e,ed'~ithe . ' . .. . " -'." , , 
~ .... . ... ' '. ': 

public for the orossing :in each cas.e·which·oomeBlmd~r':tts:' cioz{~¥~~~;·" 
.... , .... -.:" '.:': :',,\0, .-.;' 

tion.It .has been often argued tbRtwith a given' a!IP~~t.6f':tm:ff:rc::.\ . . -,' ,'. '." . ".'." ':"" '~'- " ' 

ae:rosa the track from one Side to the: other noe.ddlt:LOnal·b.8zara-:;·'" 

would be incU,ned, by opening a few ad-dit:toDalor088i~8.~, 
, ",' .. 

the fallacy 'of··tbi.s a.rgument it, is:n.ecessary .. onlY t·o' :C()Jlside;:r,:'the:; 
~ '. . .,', ",.' >"0':'>::,:.:';,:,";>', 

case of s citY', where all the .trafiiccroaseao:D.one··stre.e:t.and/,.t;heC 
... 

'same oity with the track thrcro.ghit,an open.highwaywhe:re-.:'veh1~1~,: 

and p edestri8lls can cr08S at Will.' In: the' f1r$t,c~s.e~.by~~:IJ:lg· ....... ' 

.. t~£fic concentrated a.t one :pointtthe engine: arive.rcan:8:ri,d'.W:i1t·: 
',',' " 

use 8; certsinaroount o£ caution wh~·ncrOSSingthis·st,reet~andtb.e:.;u.~': . . ," . ." . . _. .., .. : ... ,\' , .. " ~~"'~"""l/'~".,,::~ "":, •. ,', 

ers of the cro~iIJg will be induce,a to, l'~Operlys~a:ftigt:lB.rdtlie:r::t':::.oWn 
a.pproach. .Where. .. the track is ope~ or, Whe~mmY·croas.:r:ngs/ex:tst·<,: 
c1.os:e.· together it is impossible :for a.nenS:I.ne· dr1ver.t.o·~·~~;~~·~':·:· 
stlme pains .to avoid an e.ccidentand the people. who Cross:tl:Le~ 

. . "" . 

~eeome ·careless.and. forgetfal· of··the risk 'they incur . ,'~'., , ,',' 

~3":'" . 



." '.' 

traokmanytimes when it is not necessary to.. d.oso •.. Ther'e,:ts 

anotb.erpha.se of t~e matter to be' co,nsiclered. 
'" :"'. ' 

New' Jersey has recently: paSsed a' larrprohibltmg. grade " 

Clrossi:og.s undera.:o:y circumstanc.es •. New Y:orkiS.'mak1ng,a oom~ .,." " . :,' .. 

prehensi veefiort to secure' the aboli.e:bment, o.faJ.ig:raa:e~o~s:tng8· 
withintne state and nearly every.sta.te has·&Wakenectto::th.eaange':r: .,.', 

o:f grade crossings and is making an e:f:fort ,to 1:1m1.t;the,!r,;n:~';e;,:;ana:::, . . " .. 
,,- e, 

to safeguard thos.e which are ins,tall ed. The larger e1ties:are ,. .>; . .'", ," 

.'. 

common knowledge that when a. street:is on c·eopenedeJlci: p:r°Perty ....... ) '. 

along th.e street. has changed hands partly' ()n'80eount:O:f'th·is'fa~t:~,,· , ' . . .. " . . 

it is almost· impossible to have the:t: streetclos.ed. ' ~h1~'mea~~,< 
then

9

tbat ultimately a vast amoUnt of· money.willh&ve:t·o>:be.s:pen-t:: ..... . 
::. " .' • ',. • .~ <' • . ' \ 

to co:os:trllct either overhead or 1lIldergrod~,or08SiJ:lgs at mbs:to:f,. , . "~ . ' 

"the streets 'Which are open previous touIia~rta.ld.ng.g,rad:el3~~a:rat.i~n~:.· 
Based on past experience. e8ChseparaticnWillc~.t· m.thene ;gh~r-

that it is an il);jllst1ee to theranroaa. c>omP&l;V eria.t~,tlI.elJ"oP-i~. 
fX'om whom the raiJx'oad eompany' seeure8 1 ts, x:evenuesndwhO: e:ieiJ.tl181-' 

JY .. pay i ts bills. to grant permission. :£:0 r .any. )lnXl8"" .... e:ij~d.;, . " " . ,'" . 

ero BS1ngs to be constru:eted.I:t the : eX]? ense :fo.rBnch gr8de 8ep8;~ 
tiona is to. be borne either wholly or 1npsrt bytheciti*.oo';';'tY' ",' ,,":.-"". 

in ~ich the crossing is loee.ted. it is M>rta1IJiyl);o·.k1xiOnflSl>to:~li~ 
eity or c onntygovernment. to peJ:mit one: tobebU:t~tuD.l.ee:s 

an ab6o~llteneed fo.r it. .,",,' 

It was developed it theheax'm,g tbat,. there 'Was 

ibUityof c.losi.ng Coral Street if .c()tto~o:o,a stree-·t"ccillla.b.:~ 
op.nea.. smc e .th e c~"'iDS·';:f Cors.J.-streetaDd:theol>e~():f.ic~ttv··'·J LLW·\'·\M. 

'.,. ", 

-4';" 



5 

str~et .i70uld not increa.se the 'hazard to ~:om.a:o. Iii'€! 

but woilld. merely ·n-e.n.sfer it from: on~ "Ooint to another ~.' I 
• - •• ' ," • ."" <, • 

opinion t1lat this. a.p:pli,cation s:hOula:oe:gxa.nt~<l:p::r:QVi&g 
street.. iscloseo..as:a:pi.l'blic highway; Qutt:(1..:;.t,if'Coral 

so clos.ed. tb.et t:he:-e is no necessi tyfor, a:ndthe' :public 
o ~ • • 

.;~, " , . :"' ,: ' 

will not be sUbserved.oy, the o:geningcfCottoIl.WOOd..street.:~n~.:E;}:· 

believe t:het thisap:9'lieation should ,be deriie:a.u:oJ.eks"th~ 
, . 

a.t Coral street b.e vaca.ted. •. 

I. recom!:lend . the :follO't7ing order. 

o R.D .. ER - -'- -,-
CITY OF sa::.L1. C2UZ,. having I\'l.S.a.e.s.:ppl.icai;{on:fo.r:pefmis:Si()~.:; . 

" ' . " ' ' . ,.' '. . .. ,'~ ,., , ~:' '." .' ,,~~ 
to construct a :p~blic highwe.y crossing-at grad.eacross: tlie.tra.ck\'o:f.;,'.:. 

, " ,," '.',,' :'.,' ",,'. 

SoutbeI'Il :?aoific CO:!l:pany a.t· Cottonwood. Street~ ·inthe:C:i.tyOf,·Saht.a.':. . . .' ., ' ,', . ",~ . " . " " \ 

c!"UZ~ S&nta C"!'1lz'County ~ ~li:fornie.~ Ss.:!dcross:ing~eingshQwn"';Q:ri:'thEt' ..... 
• '" ,', • , •. , .', ' , '" ," -: ~ ".'., '" . ,. " i .. 

",.' . 

map a.cc.ompa:nyiDg the a:pplica. t1on~ and.a?u.biiC"he~~ing1laV~gb~en:< .• •·· ...... 

held.~ and it. appee.r5ng that a.t t:b.epreient time ,siid.a:pp'1:i~~-t.lo~:~~6jli<l"· 
. '. -.. , ' '. ,', .'.~'" 

,~l ' 

:lot "b.e, gr~te.d~ .. ,- .~'.,." " ' ~ 

I~ IS "EE:REBY ORDE..-zg]), That saiel apP'lica:ticn b~'a.nd~the ~e>: 
':. "':,".' '~ .. ;,~" :, '~, 

is ilereby denied. without :prejud.ice to itsrenewa.l.i:f:Co:rel,~re,:et:;':shB.;n\;· 
, " ,'" ".~," ", , ..... ". ",' , 

heres.iter 'be cloeecl"by e:p:glicsntacrossthe· tra.cko,~;$outh~r~:~¢,i.ti,~(":· 
COz:r:9~Y~ 

The :forego:1:ng' 0:9 inion and' order are bereby s,p:!>roveo: s.l:ld .......... " 
ord:.er:ed. :r:t~oQ. e.e -the. op:tn:t.on $.Xl..CL. o~<r.e:r o~ 'the ·::EW.:1J.:roa:dcO~.1S:S~1~n:O:t 

the Stateoi california. , . 

:Dsted.s.t,Sa..:c. Fra.;uciSCO , . , ~lifornia~ this, 11#c 'day-c,f 

.A:ug1:.St ~ 19~4. 


