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J3EFOP.E TEE RAI!20A'DC011MIS$·ION·· .,;'. 
OF TEE S':ATEOF CALIFO:RNU·· . 

I!l the Matt-er of the A:o-olication of'. ) 
SON:O~. VAI,T;:;;Y ';V1..s!&~' r2roE2 and ?07.EP.. ) ('to "- '-'10_ • b·~· ~ +h .• '" ) If. .. .. . '7" . 
lor ... :...... lIoN :l;SS'V.e. onus 0..... v e ·:tace, ) ,~pplication No. 55.' 
vs.2u.~ o:f$ZO~OOO.,OO. .' 

!C. R. ~s.r~y f.oI' SOD.otla Va.lleY7:s.te~. '. . 
i!S.so:a :£-LoCke for SonoI:la' 'City .7Jeter.Wo~ks.CO!!!§~nY·· ....... ' 
otto' von Ge'ld.ern . :tor indi'yid.u.~l 'protestants ,'. 

:::a:3LEN. ·Commissioner.' 

On. September 50, 29.13, t[l~S 'CommisS:i()n~ a:ft.~r: ~" 
. ~\,.' . 

. :pu.bli~ hearing, made it S ordeI' in the' so ~e~entitlea..pro¢~,e~ng..'.\: 
" ' " . . ~, . '. ;,' ".', ,.,' 

s-u:thoI'izing applicant to iss·ue its bonds of. thefa6eva;lue.. i·O:t: 
,,\,'.' 

$ZO,OOO. 00 for the pux:pose' ofa.i:~Charging e.na..:r-e::fmld.1:ng,:.the:> 
" . . ,'" ... ,. .' .".:.:.' 

ms.1."'ing improvementsa.s specified in the order, notto·exee:ecl. 

tile sum of $18 ,000.00. !l.:h.e orderprovid.eclthat it. shouJ.·d.not.; • 
. ,' .. 

become. e:ffect·ive.iUltil Sonoma Valley water, Lightand.Po:ner' 

C'o,.·,.. .... should have filed 'r.'iththfs· Cormnis:siona·form. o±\trust,·, 
. .' . ~, " 

deed. or mortgage, )sstisfactol'Y' to 'the CoIDlliissfon~ to'.~ecu.re·:' . 
. ;'.' ".,," 

the issue·o:t~b.e bond.s alltho:r:tze<l. A form ·of t:ru.st·de~a.:dj£'· 

~ortgs.ge to co~ply m tA the or<lerv.rasfile:d· O'11 . .!'il:gust16~:J..~14:~· 
.! have examined the ssm e a.:a d. ., i t me ets' ,t:he/ . 60~:rss:r.;6!l '. s . r~41J:i'!~~;.>; . 

. '. 

,'" '. . 

In the mew.time ~ Lu.:tss. V .~:3..ra:n.s.lld~e.ria. 

cloing business ,as co!,artners und:erthe·na:me:.ofSonoms; 

1 



,: ': 
" 'It," 

~orksCOI:!pany ~ filed So protest against the issue .ofs·afd 

bottler protest was filed. by a' nu.rnbei- of c,:tt1ienso:f"S'o~oma~ 

inclu.d.ing Otto von Geldern~ who appeaxeclinbehal:t oit:b.e·s~·· , 

protestants,,: A pu.blic hearing on these:r>:!'otests: wss.hela::bi; , 
San. Frsrici sco on Au.gu.st IS ~ 19:14. 

It ¥pea.:rs t1la.tprotestant Son.oma. City 7;:"~t·erw<>rkS 

Company bas for me..ny yrers been engs.ged in tb.e'bUai:O:e,is.~,6f';: " ' 
. ' 

su:Pplying we.~er to t:he Oi ty of Son.o:r.:S: ,and that sonomaVe.:lle:y: 
", , : 

Water ~Lig:b:t and. :?owex 0:0 ... · 

'been engaged in the businesso:f' s-uPPlji;g'Viatertoc:o'ns1lin:ere 

in Sonoma 01 ty for a. !l1l.1:lbel' of vea.rse.nted.a.t:tri~t!ie' e:ffe·c.ti.'ve .... ' , '" ..... ' \' ,. ", ",-

da.te 'of the Public TI'tilitiesAct •. The Sonom.aCi tY'Ttat~r',.w6rkS 

Co!!l.psny, llereine.fter referred. to as t:he' Vs.llejO:CompaiiY ;,'se~tU:"es', .. '. 

its water from the Vallejo :place and has over threetimes"S;s 

n:taIlY eu.s't omers as the app lics;n t_ 
, . 

AI tAOU.gh variou.s ot,her ground.S were urged bY' 

protestants ~ the chief gro \mo. of protest ~ises fromtllefsct. 
, ::' :'-",' 

tha.t the Vallejo CO!:!1pSllY does not desire t.he a:pp.l:tcsntto 

furtller erlene. its system in t.he City of Sonoma in. CC:r:lpet~tion 
with it. ,The VallejO Cot:pany e.ccordingJy urse.d: certSd.n:!llatters' 
which it clairrediIl1Psired. the efieetivenessend de:S:ir~~:il~ty:" 
of &.!lplics.nt's ws. te r system and a:p:o·lica.nt~ s witne$$es.:pre~~nted 
sicilar testimony With reference to the' Vallejo'Cornpan.y's>'Wat:er. 

, ' ' , " ' . ". ,.r 
" ,',',',';' 

system- '::!his Commission is not, concerned in tb.iSl'rOc,e~di~> 
,~ . . ,., 

-m.tA these contentions between these .ri'Val wate,r com:pap::i:es~ .... 
.. " < , ";,, 

except in so far a.s they bear O'n the 
" ".' 

Mould be authorized. to' issu.e its bonds for the "I'yor'Oose,$. .. -,' " 

fied in said. ord.er of Septe:noer30.,. 1915~ 

T!l.is is not a case in. wb.icha u.tility. a:ft.er.the. 

effective a.ateO':£' tb.e' nbllc U'tilities.A.et.· for th0",:rirst','", ' ' .. ' ", ".,', 

time asks.s:c..thori ty to enter a cit.y~ '. :Bothcorirosnies"were::', 
,< "'" ,-,.' •• ""::~ .. ' 



'., ' 

iii tAin the City of" Sonoms, ~a. were aoing: bilsines s in 
. ,-,'" 

:prior to Marc:h 2S~ 1912. We are asked. by one-Of thes&co~s:&i~s:~:~ .' 
~ , , "" " . ".!.' , .. ' " , 

to deny to the other the mesns o:f'seCuringthefUn.iiswith',wMclt· 

to oskefurther eztensions. ~e situstioll VloUldbe' Silm.:lar':r£ ' 

the es.se 'were reversed. sndif tneVslle'jo Company 's110-o1,d·~tS~ek«:·' " , 
~l2!lds ~ th·whicb. to extend its system snds,ilo1l1d' be'me~bY<~ 

, " 

:protest on the part of the presenta.p:plicsnt WhiCh:n:.1ght:not:, <',' '." 

• ,.",: I· 

As both ~ornpBnieS were doing bus:rne~s :iiiSollo~a., 
. "," ' 

:prIor to. !&l.rcn 23, 1912~ end. as each conroany 1s'in,a]>os-iition "", . . " ""',' " ," , " ' 

to. supplyws.ter ef goed. Q.-v.slity, ! "see no vand' r,e as.o:o.f6:r,'~~:tiYl·,· 

:tug to either t~e righttc mke e:rtenSie~sw~th:tnthe~itY:<~. <:. 
, . 

limits. 
. /":'", " 

It is not necessary inthlsproceeding to express an ','.,; 

opinion as to the wisd.om 0 f havi:og,these two com:pa.:oies:.d¢mp~te":,, 

wIth cne ano.therin "the City of Sono!la. The, cO!D:oetit:i.'(j~ exi'ated: ". 
'. '...... \ .,,' . , ,"" .. 

before this Commissio.n secured. itspowe'rsend is 

of w:y act of the COmr;J.ission. 
, , 

While I naturally sy:mpathize wi tll s water COID:9$n~.: .' 

which res oee::lin, "business ~ny yee:rs an,dllcs had.conside:rahle . , " ," " ',' " , . 

difficulty and now fac:es competition in its field .... this:·c,o.rki1s-'-
, , 

sion can notdeci6.e its ceses"on SY!:l:9athYbu.t!ciustbe,'~veried· 

by estsblisb.edprlucip Ie s app Ii cs.ble ,tb.ereto'~ -

Appl1cs:a.t i1s:ving'su'OOlitted.to th~.doInI!rl.ss~ona.: ' 
..... ' ~. 

',' 

satisfs:.etory deed of trust and ,therebe~ nosubstantiel.:,.me-rit ",'--
, ,.- ' , .' .' ." ", "'-' .... ' 

in the protest., ap:.91icrult shou1d~eceiveeIl:' ord.er autho:r~.~ii.tig 

the iSSl;.eof· 'bo,nds in ecco rdancewit:a. theCo!'!).m"ssicll,"·S 

of Sept ember 50. 1913. 

It appeared. at the :hesring that possi ely 

·oe adViss'-ole to se.nd cne 0 f the 9o:m:nissi on" s 



to SonoJ::Je.to e:remine tile si tuation.Qn reflectio:n, however p 

I have concluo.ed.thst it is not !:l.ecess.a.ry to, do so:. ",No report, 
render,e,o. by s,li'.ch engineer could. change the essential facts: 

vi:lichs.I'e shown by the evid.e::l.ce in t:c.isproceedin.g5.nd 

the COl!!Ulissio;!l!)lust render itsd.ecision. ,""', 

. .' " . 

Isubroit hereWftil the following iormof supplezi1Emt.al 

orc.er: 

Sono!!l2. Valley -;rater ~ Light snd Powsr C:o.':, 

llavi!lg submitted to the CO:$lission, $. ferm of tr.lst deeder:'" 

::lortgage to First ]ledersl Trust Co::np~y to se',cu.re its pro:P9s,ea::: ," 
, ' ' 

oonded i::l.deoteo.nesso:I the face valueo.f $30,OOO.,OO.·ihiclf> 

ioI'm of truSt deed. er ~ertgage has been £i'le:o. herein and ,id:trked 
, .,' 

, ' 

of trust d.eeclor mo,rtgage is satisf&~tory. 

IT IS EERE:BY OR:DE:?ED thit: ,Sonoma, Valley water,:, 

Lig:c.t and :Power C·o •... '.' b-·e end. tb.esame is hereby author:tze:d, 

to issue the bonc.s referred to in said. ora.er·of.Sept:·et(o~e~SOt 

1915~ f,or the pu:r:pos'es tberein S3'ecifiea.·~to be secu.r:e,dbY '. ' 

ss.1d 'tr'"J..st o..eed. or cio'rtgage ~ on the follOwing 
',' ,", 

not otherwise, to-wit: 
-:' . ".: ' "';. .;", 

1. SonomSo Valley :'is.ter." Li ght·and. Power';~ 

Co. sll9.1l account to' the Ba.ilroed. CO!!!!l1iSSiO~f~r ,the:, ' 
. ':. "", 

issue oissid bonds alldthe useoi' the "Oroceeds thereof'·-. ..., " 
, ' 
," .. 

as specifiea in said order. 

2.. ,The eu.thori.tyhereby gl vent,o !:ssuebona.'s. , 

s:hall apply only to s~¢h· bond.s as way b,a. issu,edpriorrto>' 
.. ":",. 

~,".' .. 

4 



S. In all other respects' s'~ia'order ·of, 

Septemoer 30 ,191S~ shall re:::s.in in ~U:l1:fo,rc~. Sna.::'e.f:f'ec~:~'> 

The forego:!ng 's~pplemental opinion' a.nd' order"are 

:hereby ap:p:roved and ordered. fileds.s the su.:pplemen tal: oFtn1on 

order of t:O:e Railrosd. CommissiCIl o:fthe Sts.te, 

.Dsted atSs.n ~rsncisc,o~ C~iforn.:ta, 

1:..ugu.st t 1914,_ 

5 

. " . . ",' '.' " 

of ,Cs.:t1fo'rn+~.:, ",' ", 
", ",:2'1'X;.i,"" "" ' .. p ,0 . ', " ," " t)Us' ",da.y'of 

, ',. '. '," .. 


