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In this cace the Business Men's Chember of Commerce of
Healasbnxg petitions the Commission for an order requiring the |
Northwestern :Paci:fic Railroad Company (1) to furnish and mainta:ln
ligh'ta on its pla.t.form at its depot in the ocity of Bealda'burg, ,
that all exits and lendings from pa.saenge‘r trains nmeay. dbe tb.qrough]v.y‘.
{1luminated after dark; (2) to install and mseintain a su:f.’:fioiqnt« :
supply of towels in the lavatories of its boats end trains :tqr the_
acoommodation snd use of the traveling public; and (3) -tol install
and maintain suitable warning devices at the highway crossings of
Matlies-on, North snd Grant streets, to afford prrotection and ‘warn:‘tng
to néors of the highway at the respective streets.

The present 1ighting facilities at Hesldsburg Statlon
{a combined freight and passenger station) consist of three 100.
watt fungsten lemps, one of which is so. :Locs:be.d.‘ a8 to serve the
freight platforme A second light is located in front of the
ticket of:!ice, and the third light is loocated near the ond of. the
etation,serving the poiz;% at which passengers approach the sta:tion
from the street as well as furnishing light on the track side of
the stetion. ' |

A cluster of two lighte, each of 40 watt capacity, is
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maintained by the city of Healdsburg over the center of the street -

approsching the station, snd while these lights render service in the
11luminstion of the approach to the station from the street, they do
not assist in the illumination of the station platform st the point
where northbound passenger traing stop to discharge passe'ngers-‘ The
erﬁ.ciency of the light located to serve the freight platform is ma-
torially lessened as being of service in the i1llumination of the station :
ax platform on which passengers allight by the practice of vermitting
freight cars to stand on the "house-track",(which is between the
station and the main 1ire on which passenger trains receive and dis-
charge passengers) for loading or unloading freight.

The principal objection regarding the insdequate ligmting
facilities 18 made by passengers arriving from the south on the
evening trains, such trains usnally consisting of three or four carse.
It appears to be customery for the Northwestern Pacific Reilrosd to
stop the trains arriving from the south s0 that the baggage car is abouk
opposite the baggage room of the Healdsburg Station; and passengers
alighting from the forward steps of the smoking car have proper light
on the station platform, but those aligating from the rear piatformv‘
of the smoking car, or either platfomm of the déy cosch, (ox coaches
should four csrs be in service), have no illuminstion of the platform
to aid in safely alighting, snd as aged and infirm people, ladies and -
children are occupants of the day coaches, proper i1lumination of the
station platform shomld be provided as & measure of ‘sg.:fety‘a.nd to
prevent acoidents. |

I am of the opinion thet the lighting; facilities at tha
station of Healdsburg can be sva'bis:t‘act\orily improved by the i_na_taﬂ;lation
and meintenance of two additionel lights, each of 100 watt capacity,
one to be located over the station platform at & point app:r:oximatoiy'
opposite a tank or pump-house about 200 feet south of Egaldabnrg
Station; the other to be located at & polnt on the south end of the

freight portion of the Hesldsburg Station and to be placed at a
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height sufficient to il]?.iﬁninate the station platform where ‘passengers
alight and in such menner thet light will be available for passengers
even when freight cars may be standing at the freight house.

The fumishing of towels in the lavatories of the boats and
trains of the Noxrthwestern Pacific Railroad is & convenience for
pasgengers that has become customary, by reason of such facilities
being furnished by the transcontinental lines, and by reason of such
custom and for sanitary reasons, i:he traveling public request that
such conveniences be available. At the hearing of thi‘s case the
comsel for the Northwestern Pacific Railroad advised that the
lavetories on the bosts and on &l peasgenger coaches equippeﬁ with‘
wash basins had been provided with paper towels for the convénience |

and use of the company's patrons.
The highway orossings in the oity of Healdsburg .

considered in this case are those loosted at Grant, North and Metheson

atveaty and £46 asnteiledas the condltons exdating ot sash of thess

intersecting orossings will be considered separaltely.
At Grant street the view on the railroad looking noxrth 1is

unobgtructed. The view on railrosd looking south is obscured on the
town side by an orchard and on the other sidé by the buildings
comprising the frult packing plant qf the £irm of Miller and thbi.
The highway view looking away from the town 1s obscured 6n the north
side by an orchard but hes an unobscured view on the south side.
Tne highway view looking toward Healdsburg is obscured on the north
3ide by the bulldings constituting the frult packing plant of the
firn of Miller and Gobbi, and by & large tree. On the north side

the view is fairly clear and umnobstructed. The highway approach
from this side is on a descending grade. Grant s»tz;ee'b is a mein
traveled road leading from Healdsburg to an agricultural district
known a8 Dry Creek Velley, and is used extensively by teams and suto~
mobiles. Owing to the heavy travel across the rallroad tracks at |
this erossing and the fact that the approaches to the crossing Aare

obscure, the necessity for some form of orossing protection or auto-
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matic slarm bell and wigweg device is apparent, and it 1s my
opinion that such & device should be installed at this point.

At Forth Street the railroad view looking south is en-
tirely obsocured on the town side by buildings. The track curves
toward the town and the crossing is located on the curve. This
erossing is located Just inside the north yard limits of the oity
of Healdsburg. The railroad view looking north is clear on the
side awsy from tdvm, btut is entirely obscure on the towm gide on
account of éhade apd fruit trees. The approach on the highway
looking away from Hesldsburg is entirely obscured on the gouth
gide by reason of ﬁvo barns located clogse to the track e.nd.dn
the north wide by reason of two residences and a row of trees,
_which latter are located on the street curdb line. The highviay
view of this crossing looking toward Healdsburg has a clear view
of the crossing on the north side antil at & point about 160
feet from the crossing, where the view 1s ‘bac'u.y obscured by five
large trees, which are located on what would appear to be & pro-
posed street curb line. On the south side there is a practically
olear view, but as the railrosd track is on a 3° 30' curve this
view is restricted to a point about 560 feet south of the crossing.

Forth Street is a main traveled street leaaing to the ter-
ritory kmown as Dry Creek Valley and is also used a8 & method of
access 1o portiohs of the Russian Iiver. The travel over this
street is not as great as that exlsting at Grant Street, but due
to the obscurity of the view from the highway epproaches, and the
further fact that the railroad is located on & curve at thig point,
the danger cansed by the. obscurity and curvature .is abo_a:t equiva~
lent to that existing st Grant Street where the heaty travel on
the highway renders the jnstallation of an automatic. flagman or |
wigwag sigunsl necessary as e safety measure for the protec.fion
of the public using the highway. I am of the opinion that the |
safety of the public using Kortﬁ Street crossing of the Noi'th-

western Pacific Rallroad in the city of Healdsburg requires the
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ingtallatlon of an automatic wigwag warning signal equipped with
& bell, this for the reason that the obscurity of this crossing
and the fact that the railroad at thils point is located om a
curve contribute materially to the hazard of accident at this
particular crossing. _, |

At ifatheson Street the railroad view looking south shows
the crossing on & curve with the view obscured on the town side
by a denge growth ofﬁ young trees, a garden, and a galvanized iron
building occupied by the Healda‘burg 0il Company. The view on
the side away from Hesldsburg iz partlally obscured by & row of
trees planted just outside the rallroed right-of-way, evidently
originally Intended for a wind b& The railroad view looking
north shows the crossing on & curve:with the view obstruscted on |
the Healdsburg side by a packing house, its adjacent buil‘dings
and by trees on the strect. The view is obstructed on the side
awey from town by s dense orchard. The view on the highway look-
ing awey from Healdsburg is obscured on the north side by a young
orchard and a galvenized irom building occupled by the Eealdsmg
011 Company. The view on the gouth is obscured by a paéking
house, its adjacent buildings and trees. The highway spprosch
on this side is on an ascend.ing grade to the cro's'sinvg. The high-
way approach toward Healdsburg is obscured, towards the north by
& row of trees, a windmill and & lsrge oak treey .= Toward the
gouth the view is obscured by an orchard.

Matheson Street is also & main traveled road leading to
a portion of Dry Cresk Val?;.ay and the terr;tory in the vicinity
of the Rus-sin'River, but it is not according to testimony de.veloped |
at the hesring of this case msed to the same extont as is Grant
Street or even North Street. A further fact developed is that
Katheson Street is not only within the yard limits of the city o:r."
Healdsburg where & speed ordinance of 10 miles per hour is in |
effect by resolution of the City Trustees and the time-tabie. Tules

of the FNorthwestern-Pacific Railroad Company, but .also that ltathesbﬁ‘ ‘
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Street, being but & short distance from the station of Hedldsburg,
trains pass over the erossing at Matheson Street under control at
all times and in either direction, due to the slowing down of
south-bound trains to make the statiom stop snd thq fact that
north-bound trains have not reached fhe gpeed 1imit permissible

in the city limits of Healdsburg after having made the station
stop. In view of these facts I am of the opinion that no undue
hazard will be imposed on the travelers on the highway ag iathe-
son Street 1f et the present time no additional warning proteoc-
tion be installed Qtth13~point. The tiéin service of the North-
western Pacific Raillroad Company st the present time is of limit-
ed extent and the comparatively moderate speed in evidence ét
Matheson Street lesds to the conclusion that the instellation

of automatic protective devices could be deferred until such

time 88 the train schedules of the FNorthwestern Pacific Railrosd
through the city of Healdsburg were consideradly increased or .‘
the traffic on the highway at Matheson Street was in greater fre-
quency. I therefore submit the following form of or&er: -

0 RDZER.

The Business Men's Chamber of Commerce of Heal&sburg

having filed s complaint requesting that the Northwestern Pacif~
1c Reflrosd be required to furnish snd meintein sdequete lights
~on its platform at Its depot im the city of'Healdsbﬁrg, that ail
exit’s and landings from passenger trains mey be thoroughly 11lumin~
ated after dark; that the said Company be required to install amd
maintain & sufficient supply of towels in the lavatories of its
boats and trains for the accoumodation and use of the traveling
rublic; and thaet the said Company 59 required to install and
maintain suitadle warning devices at the highway crossings of
Matheson, North and Grant Streets im the city of‘Eealdsbuig, to
afford protection and warning to msers of the highway at the re~
spective streets, and a full investigation, and pudlic hearing of -
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the matters aend things involved having been hed, and the Conm-
nission being fully advised in the premises,—-
IT IS EEREBY ORDZRED that the Northwestern Pacifie Rail-

voad (ompany instel) within a period of thirty (20) days from
the service of this order end thereafter maintain two additionsl

incandescent lights, each of 100 wett capaclity, one to be ioca‘t:ed
over _‘the station pletform at Healdsburg at a point approximtély
opposite a tark or pump house situsted about 200 feet south of
Fesldsburg Stetiom; the other to be located at & point on the
gouth end of the freight portion of Healdsburg Station on the
track side of the stetion and to be so looated'ana at & height
sufficient to 1lluminate the station platform where psassengers
alight so thet proper illumination will be swailable even when
freight cars are stending at the freight house; anmd

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED thet the Nortbwesterm Pacific Rail-
road Company immadiately instell and hereafter maintaln towels
in all lavatories on its passenger stesmers and in all lavatorl-
es on its passenger cars when such lavatories are equipped with
wesh basins. The furnishing of paper towels is comsidered pre-
ferable as against clotk towels for sanitary reasons; and -

1T IS FURTHER ORDERED that &t the highway crossings of
Grant and North Streets in the clty of Healdsburg th’at.the-

Borthwestern Pacific Reilrcad Company shall within ninety (90)

days from the service of this order erect and thereefter maini:ain
at each of these orossings an asutomatic crossing flagmsn, con-
sisting of a wigwag snd slerm bell, equipped with a 1a.inp oY lamps
for the 1lluminstion of the device &8s a warning to the users of
the bhighway during hours of dsrknecs. These avtomatic crossing pro-
tective devices to be 0f & design either similar to that now in-
atalled by the Northwestern Pscific Rallroad at or pear its station
of San Anselmo, or any other design or type thet may be ‘presen{:ad
by the Northwestern Pacific Reilrosd Compszy end which mey be




approved by this comiesion. The Forthwestern Paoii‘ié Railroad‘
Company shell-also present within thirty {20) deye from the ger-
vice of this order a sketch showing the crossing of Grant and
Torth Strects with its 1ime of railrosd snd the points st which
it is proposed to locate end install the automatic crossing fleg-

men or wigweg signals for the approval of this Commission.

The foregoing opinion and order &re hereby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and orde_'r of the Rallroad commiésion“
of the State of Califormia.

Dated at San Franciso, California, this 15% day of
September, 1914.

— commiesloners.s




