
Decision No. ~ 

BEFORE TEE RAnRObD COMM:ISSION OF THE STATE OF c.ALIFOBNIA. 

---oOo-~ 

EELVEDERE CIVIC ASSOCIATION9 
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LOVELAND, Oon::missi-one r. 

OPINION. --.------
~he complaint in thi-s caSe alleges that the Belvedere· 

Civic Assoe:ia,tion is an unincorporated association 0;( present and 

prospective water users :residing in that territory adjaee:r::.t tothe 

oi ty of Los Angeles, and C OIDI:lollly known $.6 the ":se~vedere District"; 

that the defez:.dant Janes Compa.ny is engaged in supplyingwa.ter in said 

district; that said compaDy has in eff'eot 8. regulation reqtdr:1ng that·. 

service oonnections from the me..ins of the company to the premises 01: 

cOIlSumers will be made only upon the payment of a serVice connection 

charge of ~25.00 and that such a regoJ..ation is unjust and unre:s.s.cn:able. 

The compls.in,ant as.1ts that this Cocmission make an orderrequir1ngthe 

defendant company to discontinue making this service connection. charge. 

The a.nswer of Janss Company admits that it is eolleo.ting 

s.n.l haa in e:f'::tect this *25.00 service connection oh&rge, but deDi ea 

that such a charge is unjust and mrea.sonable; alleges that .. deItame . 

ere freque:c.tly made upon the company for s ern ce connections by. p8J:'

ties who do not propose to become users of water, but merely desire. to 
increase the salabill ty of their la.nds by having a service connection 

-1-



inste.lled, s:nd that it would be unjust to reqttire the companY' in such 

cases to make the service comection at its own expense. The defendant 

tJ:.er~ore asks the. t the canplaint be di srnissed., 

Only one i,ssne is presented in this case. riame1.y, the 

reasonableness of the service conneotion cha.rge of '25.00 now being 001-

1ected by the Janas CompaDY in the ~:Bel,vea..ere District." TMsOon:m18-

sion has heretofore held, in cases nmnbered 365 end' 383 - caW of Glen- ' 

dale VB'. !l.'itle Gue.:ra.ntee and ~rttSt Com"Oany. Trustee, for the Glendal_e 

Consolidated. Water Company ~d. City of Glendale vs. Miradero Water Com

~, that it is the dnty of a puolla utility water compeny to instal1., 

a.t its own expense, meters and servioe connections :fro~ the' ma.iDs o~ 

the water compaDY to the premises of the conS"O.II:.er. A review proceeding 

to test the validity of the Oommission1 s order in these two oSSeswas 

filed in the Supreme Court of this sta.te. That cB:se was ~nding before 

the Strpreme Court wh.en the hearing in the present prooeeding, was had be-

fore this Commission in the city of Los Al:lgeles on September 27, 1913. 

At that hee.ring the :pe.rties to thi s proceeding stipula.ted that the- de

cision o:f the Commission in this proceed:lng might await the decision of 

the Supreme Co'OI"t i:o. the above mentioned case. It was to.rt.herstipuJ.a..;. 

ted that al.1 moneys oollected br the defenda.,nt cOID.J;laIl.y' for service eon

nectio.llS during the pendency of this proceeding would be held s'Objectto 

the decisi on o:f the Supreme Cou.:rt in the Glendale cases and. refund.ed in, 

the event that the Supreme Court decided that it was the duty of a pub

lic service water: companY' to install at its own expense meters and eer

n ce cOllXlections :from the mams of the compeny to the premises of the 

cons1lIO.ers • 

The Supreme Court has now rene.ered its deci sian in 

Title Guarantee and !rrust Com;papy and M'.1radero Water Oanpany VB. ~

rosd Commission of the State of California .. Vol. 48 CsJ..i forma. ])ecisions, 

171. In tbat decision the Stl.:preme Court uphoids the contentio.n of the 

Commission that it is the duty of a publlc utility water company to1n

staJ.l, at its wn expense. the meter and service pipes :from the ma.ins. of' 

the water oompall;1 to the premises of'th.e COllS1lDler. 

While the Order of the Oonlm1ss:ion is annulled' on the 
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ground that the City o~ Glendale, and not the Railrce.d Commission. 

has pDWer to compel the perfol:'lIl$.llce of this duty, the Court clearly 

decides that it is the duty of the public water utility to install the 

service cOIlllection :pipes at its own expense. and ru.sothe.t an. order 

from the proper authority that the oompany shall al.so insm11 meter. 

at its own expe me Wou.ld be ~ lid. 

In reliance upon this decision, I must hold, inaocor

d8.ll.ce with the decision of the Railroad Commission in the Glendale 

cases, that it is the duty of the Jansa Company to install meters and 

service cm:necti ons within the "Belvedere Distriot" at its own e:r-pense, 

and that the :present service connection charge of $2S.00 now imposed 

by ~he tJanss CompSllY is unjust and unreesoIl8:ble and must ,be abolished. 

I am in::.pressed, however, with. the e onte:c.ti on advanced bY' 

the Janss Company at the hearing that it woo.ld be'unjust. to require the 

company t,o e~nd moneys for the installation of meters. and serVice 

conneotions in those mate.noes in which the immediR .. te use: of water 

through. such coxmections is not assured. The compaIJY' should not be 

required to install meters and service connections unless there is.. an 

imnediate prospect of a return to the company in rates for wa.ter sup

plied through such connections. I Shall, accordingly. sllow the Janss 

comps.ny, ill every case in which it does not a.ppear that water will be 

immediatelY used through the co:onecti on demaDded. to -re qc.ire tha.t the 

sum of 115.09 be paid. to the compaxlY bY' the party demanding the con-
'. , 

neotion. this sum to be applied. by the oanpany u:pon all monthly bills 

incurred by the OOIlstt::ler for water iurnished through said oonnections . 

until the entire sum of ilB.OO has been absorbed :tn the 8;munta proper

ly cha.rgea.ble to said cons-amer for water fum ished. In allowing the. 

oompaIlY to make this charge in all cases in wbi eh it does not appear 

that water will be immediately us ed through the conne etlon. it must 

n@t be understo od tha.t the Commissi on regards such a. rule as proper in 

all cases.": The facts· and circun:.stooce8 peculiar to this case. in my 

opinion, I:l.aZe such a. role proper in this instance. It isprlmsriltthe 

du.ty of pu.blic utility water companies t·o make service connerit,ioIlS and 

inst2.l1 m.eters at their own expense. Exceptions to this general,mle 
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sho"G.ld be allCM"ed only when peculiar facts· and. circumstaIlC:es justi:f)'

ing such .eX'eeptions . e:xist. The conditions surrounding the service of 
(!:IV"-

J water in the "J3elvedere District" are suoh toot exception may properly-

be made. 

It will be expected the.t all payments to the Janss Com-· 

pany for service cOIlIlections made duing the pendencY' of' the present 

proceeding. including tho se 1'ay:r:oents m~,de under protest. which were 

referred to at the hea.ring. will be refunded by the company to the 

,consumers excepting :in such instSIlCes. if any exist. where water has 

not been used through e. connection a:incs the S8I:le has been installed. 

I herewith submi t the :following form of Order: 

Thi s ca.se having come on regularly for hearing and the 

COmmission being dllly advised in the p:emises. the Commission herebY'· 

finds as a fsct tl:a.t the rega.lation of the Janss 'Compa:oy re.qu1riDg. 

that a charge of $25.00 be pa.id for service cozmectiolls ins t&lled. with

in the "'Belvedere :Distriet tT is an unjust and mreasonable regulat·ion. 

IT IS EEBEEY ORDERED that said rego1.ation be and the ssme 

is hereby a.brogated, and that the ~anss CompaIlY be and. it is l:e~reby

ordered to Imke service eODllections to the property line end mst,all 

meters free of chsrge :for persons 11 vmg in the ,,:s~~-v.edereDistrict" 
a.long the mains or :pipe lines of said company ane. desiriIlg co:xmeetion 

for the service of .... rater, except in those instances 1.n'wbichit ap

}>ears the.t the connection requested will not be i.I:DD;tedia.tely used :f'o·r 

the supply of wa.ter. end in these cases Jsnss Company is authorized to 
/ 

collect :from the person requesting the connecti on the S1lID. o£' $15.00 

in advance of' installing of meter and service connection, which: sun 

sha11be a.pplied upon all pills properly becoming dile for water fo.r-

nishe.c; through such c oxmecti on until the entir e sum has been absorbed 

in 8.'IOOwts due for water so strpplied. 

~he foregoing opinion and order are hereby a.pproved aId 

-4-



ordered filed a.s the opinion and order of the Eailroad Commis8ion . 

of the state of' Cali forma. 
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