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Case No. 454,
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H. G. Nations a&nd D. W. Garwood fbr can:plainant
Tracy C. Becker for defendant.

LOVELAXND, Commissioner.

gRINION.

The compleint in this case alleges that the Belvedere

Civic Associztion is sn mnincorporated association of present and
prospective water users residing in that terri'b ory adja.cei:t‘ fo tﬁe
city of Los Angeles, and commonly Xnown &8 the "Belvedere District"- o
that the deferdsnt Janess Company is engeged in snpplying water in said. g
district; thet sald company hes in effect & regulstion requi:ring that-}
service connections from the meins of the compeny to the. premi:ééé ‘oi‘
consumers will be made omly wpon the payment of 2 servzce connect:.on )
charge of $25.00 and thet such & regulation is u.naust and nnreaaona‘ble.'
The compleinant asks that this Commission meke ax order-‘requ:ring _the-- L

defendent company to discontinue meking this service' conmnection ch-a:z"gfé.'".

The answer of Jense Compary admits that it is colleotfi:dg _ - .

end hes in effeet this $25.00 serviee cormection charge, ‘tmt--de.ni es
thet such & charge is unjust and wmreas onablé* elleges that &emands
sre frequez:tly wede upon the company for service com::ections by . pa:r- | '
ties who do not propose to become users of water, but merely desire 't:o

mcrease the selability of their lands by having & service connection
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instelled, énd that it would be unjust to require the company in such
cagses to meke the service comection &t its own expense. The defendent
therefore asks thet the compleint be dismissed.

Only ome issue is preéente& in this case; nemely, the
reasonstleness of the service comnection charge of $25.00 now being col~

lected by the Japss Company in the "Belvedere District.™ This Commis-

sior has bheretofore held, in cases numbered 365 and 383 - City of Glem=

dele vs. Title Guersntee and Trust Comvany, Trustee, for the Glendsle

Consolidated Water Compeny ard City of Glendale vs. Miradero Water Com-

R‘EX' thet it is the dnty of & public utility weter compeny to 1nsta11,
at its own expense, meters and service connections from the ma‘ins of
tize weter company to the premises of the consurer. A review pmgeeding“‘
to test the validity of the Commission's order in these two cases -was“
filed in the Supreme Court of‘this Stete. That czse was pen&iﬁg ‘bé'fb‘.‘re:
the Supreme Court whken the hearing in the present p.roceedingf was had be-
fore this Comnission in the city of Los Augeles on September 27, 1913.
At that heering the perties to this proceeding s'bip‘ﬁlatved that the de-?._
cision of the Commission in this proceeding might aweit the dec:’isfion- of
the Supreme Court ip the above mentioned case. It was further '_sti’pm'l.a-;» '
ted that 21l mozeys collected by the defendant company for service c~6h-
nections d.urmg the pendency of thls proceeding would be held s:ub_j.eCt -tol ;
the decision of the Supreme Counrt in the Gleniale cases and refunded in.
the event that the Supreme Court decided that it was the duty of & pub- |
lic service wa'ter"company to instell et its own expense neters e.;zd_ ‘B‘ér-?
vice conneictions”;f.rom the mains of the compsny to the premises of the
CONSTUMETE «

The Supreme Cowrt has now reniered its decision in

Title Guersutee and Trust Compeny exnd Miradexo Water Company ve. Rail-

rosd Commission of the State of Califormia, Vol. 48 Celiforzia Decisions,

171. Irn thet decisiorn the Supreme Court mpholds the contention of the
Commission that it is the duty of a pudlie wtility weter compeamy to in-
stall, at its own experse, the meter and service plpes from the mains of

the water compeny to the premises of the comsumex.

While the Order of the Cormission iIs anrulled on fhe
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ground thet the City of Glendele, snd not the Railred Commission,

hes power to compel the performence of this duty, the Coumrt c.leariy
decides that 1t is the duty of the public weter ntility to ins.tsll,the‘
service cormection pipes =2t its own expense, ana. also that an order' |
from the proper authority that the compsny sha.‘.l.l slgo instell me't:ers _
at ite own exverse would bde wlid. |

In reliance upon this decision, I must hold, in accor-
dence with the decision of the Railrosd Commission in the Glendale
cases,‘ that it is the duty of the Janss Compa.ny to iﬁsta‘-.il meters and -
service cornections within the "Belvedere District™ at i‘ts- own expense,
and that the present service comnection charge of $25.00 nbyw‘ mpos.ed."
by the Jansse Compsny' is mnjust and unrecsonsble and must be abo‘liéhedQ

I am ixrpressed, however, with the contertion advancéd by
the Jemss Company at the heering that 1t would be mnjust to require the
corpany to expend moneys for the Installation of meters aﬁd service '
connecticns in those instences in which the immediste use of watér
through suck connections ls not assured. The c:ompény' should not be
required to install meters and service connect‘io‘ns' unless there i's_”ah
immediate prospect of & return to the compeny in rates for wate.f 'B‘up-
vlied through such connections. I shall accordingly, s.llow the Jansa
Company, irn every cese in which it dces not appear that wa.ter wih ‘be
immed istely used thkrough the comnection demxanded, to require that thg
sum of $15.00 be peid to the compeny by the party demending the con-
nectlon this sum to0 be applied by the campeny upon all monthly bille
incurred by the consuner for water furnished through said connectione
until the entire sum of $15.00 has been absorbed in the samunts prop_er-_-
1y chergeable to seid consumer for water furm ished. In silowing the
compeny to meke this cherge in al) cases in which it doe-s,nof(appéa‘.t_
thet weter will be immediately used throughthe cormection, it must
not be understood thet the Commission regards such & rule a8 proper in
all cases. ' The facts and circumstances peculiar to this case, in my
opinion, mekxe such & rule proper in this instance.‘ It :Ls prima:r:ﬂy the

duty of public utility water compam.es to make service coxmeotions and

instzll meters st their own exvense. Exceptions to this general mle
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should be allowed only when peculiar facts and circumstences Justify-

ing suck vexceptlons exist. The conditions swrounding the service of

(A
J weter in the "Belvedere District™ are such thet exception may Y operly

be made.

It will be expected thet all p.aymentsv to the Jaunss 'Com-:-
pany for service commections made dur ing the pehdency of the present:
oroceeding, including those vayvents made wmder protest, which were
referred to at the hearing, will be refunded by the company to the |
consumers excepting in such instances, if any exist, where wa.tér"-h‘e.a-‘
not been used through & comnection since the seme has been installed.

I herewith submit the following form of Order:

This case heving come on regula.rljr for hearing and the
Commission being dnly =dvised in the rremlses, the Comniss ion hereby
finds as & fact thet the regulation of the Janss ‘Compa.ny‘ rqqnir’iné, N |
thet a cherge of $25.00 be paid for service ‘cormections ':tné.ta;lled‘ viith— ‘
in the "Relvedere Distriet™ is arn wnjust and wreasonabl e regniatiori’, -
IT IS EEREBY OTDERED thet seid regulation be and the seme -
1s hereby abrogated, end that the Janss Compaxy be snd it is lereby |
ordered to meke serxvice connectioné to the property line and :Lnstall
meters free of cherge for persons living in the "B:Sl‘v:édere _Disfric‘t‘;"!- :
along the mains or pipe lines of said company and desiring connection'
for the service of water, except in those instences in'whiéh 1t ap-
*oears thet the conmection requested will not be inmie&iately used for
the supply of water, end in trese ceses Janss Company is authorized to
colleet from the person reguesting the connection the sum of $15 00
in advence of ins‘t:alling of meter and service cornection, which sun
shell be applied upon g1l bills properly becoming due for water ﬁ‘ur-

nished through such comection wntil the entire sum has been absorbed
in amounts due for water 8o supplied..

~

Phe foregoing opinion and order &re hereby approved an;' |
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ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroed Commission

of the State of Cali fornia.

Dated at San Frepcisco, Californis, this /;;iz day o:i"

m
P

September, 1914. |

Conmissi oners. .




