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BEFORE TEE BAITLROAD CQUMISSION OF THE.STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

== 00 Qmnmn

In the matter of the application of
SANTA MARIA VALIEY RAYLROAD COMPANY

for an Order exempting it from com~
plying with the provisions of Chapter
284, Statutes of Californise 1913,
entitled "An Act Reguiating Hesdlights
on all Locomotives and Providing e
Perelty for Violation of the Provisions
of this Act.™

Applicetion No. 1290.

Vgl Py, P g e Nl e

Ce. L. Preisker for ayplicant.
"I;OVEI\AN'D,‘ Commissioner.
OPIXIO N.

This applicetion came on regulsrly for hearing and the

testimony of spplicent, Sante Marie Velley Reilrosd Company, showed
thet spplicant is & corporation duly orgaxized and existing wnder end

by virtue of the Laws of the Stete of Celifornis axnd is engaged in the

operation of & line of railway extending from Guadaﬁlupe.,‘ in fhe, County
of Sents 3erbers, Stete of Califormis, to Rosdamite, in the County of
Sante Barbers, State of Cslifornis, with a branch line to Betfe‘:"aviyg,-_

ir said county and stste.

Thet the length of said railrosd is 24.3 miles; that it .

runs through & farming district svarsely settled | except where ~‘sé.id'..
railway pesses through the City of Santa Meria, end thet in pessing
through said city the line is through the outekirts of said city,
which hes a population of approximaetely 2500 people. |

That epplicent's operation of said road rever exceeds
one trein a day esach vza.y and said treips are opersted exclusively . |
between sunrise and sunset except in rare instences when the train crew

is unable to finish the deay's work before sunset, which the. fes-timony-”

showed ocourred not oftemer than omce in three months. That applicent

nes 1o regulsr train schedule and cerries no pessengers; that the max-

imum speed of the treins operated by applicent is fifteen miles an
hour end in many parts of the road as low as six to eight miles pexr -
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hour; thet the trains comsist of ten to fifteen cars equipped'With
stendexd equipment and air brake and can be gtopped at any place
on the line within o distance of one hundred feet; that the engines:
of svplicent ere eouipved with first cless United Staﬁes-ﬁeadlight |
Comawwy rezdlights, the reflectors of which sre nirteen inckes in
diemeter and rine inches deep, using scetylene gas and thet the lzght
rrojecting from such headlights enables the lqcomotmve englneer t0
observe cleerly s dark object, the average size of & man oh a dark,
clear night for = distsnce of 350 to 400 feet, while the‘%rain‘isF_
roanping et fifteexn miles per hour. - |

Tha# the Operation of said roed is fairly_comparable
Lo an extended switehing service and does not reaeonably reguire
comnl ance with the orovisions of Ghapter 284, Statutes of Callfornia
Session of 1913.

Mr. W. J. Zendford, Service Expert for,the Reilroad Com=
wission of Californie, testified that in his oPinion an excertion -
in tre case df'applicant could réasonably be mede; thaf_he.regardea

icent 's rresent eguipment as sulficient for the operation of,épe‘
plicext's road and that in his Jjudgment appligént should not be re-
cuired to comply with the provisions of Chepter 284, Stetutes of Cali-
“fo:nia, Session of 1913, for the ressorn above stated, exd for “he fﬁffher
reeson that the operatipm of the rosd is entirely‘in deylight excepﬁf

ir rare instances and thet the service might be‘regar&ed'as.an_extén&ed'

ewitehing service.

¥r. Jokn Finley, Cheirmen of the Brotherhood oflLocomQtive

Engineers, wag present at the hearing and assnred the‘Commission_
“hat the petivion of epplicant to be relieved from the oper= tion‘of".
Chapter 284, above relerred o, was 2 reason&ble one anéd should be
granted. ’ |

‘I find, therefore, that the operation of apnlidant,-Saﬁfé 3
¥eria Vslley Railroad Company, is such as to Justify the Gommlss onﬂi

in‘reiieving applicent from complying Wlt% the nrovzs:o of Ghapter

284, Session of 1913, and submit the ¢0110W1ng Order-'
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WHEREAS the Santa Marie Velley Railrosd Company, & cor—
vorgtion, operating a reilrosd from Guaedslupe, in the County of Santa
Berbera, State of California, to Rosdemite, in said County, with 2
branch line to Betteravia, also in said County, has applied to this
Comission to be relieved from the necessity of equipping ifs* lioco-
motives with headlights as provided in Chapter 284, Spatutes of
Celifornis, Session of 1913, entitled "An Act Regulatizig Eeadiigh:t‘s
on all Locomot ives and Providing a Penalty for Violation of the Pro-
visions of this Act™, |

AND TEERTEAS the testimony as set forth in the Opinlon
ovreceding this Order shows thet the spplication should be g,ranted,

IT IS SEREBY ORDERED that epplicent, Ssats Meris Valley
 Beilroad Company, be end it is hereby relieved from the oPe;'atidn of
Chapter 284, Statues of Californis, Session of 1915', with perﬁa;tseion,'

to continue its operetion with its present eguipment.

The oregomg Opinion and Orde:r are hereby approved a.nd'
ordered filed @s the Opinion and Order of 'the Ballroa;d. Cozrmission |
of the State of California. o

Dated at San Francisco, Cal.:t:t‘ornia, this Zaﬁd day of

September, 1914.

_ o] ommisaioners.




