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J)eciSion No.m7 

BEFORE TEE EA.ILRO.AD ccwaSSION OF TEE. STATE OF CALIF03.NIA. 

----000----

In the matter of the a.pplication of 
SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILRO.AD C01!PA1'TY 
for an Order exempting it from com-
plying with the proVisions of Chapter 
254. Statutes of california·1913. 
entitled "An Act Regulating Headlights 
on all Locomotives and Providing e 
PeIl8l ty for Violation of the Frovisions 
of this Act. n 

~ 
) 
( 
l Applicsti on No. 1290. 

~ 
( 
) 

c. L. Preisker for s:pplicant. 

LOVELAND~ Commissioner. 

This application csme on regularly :for hearing and. the 

testimony of applicant. Santa Maria Valley Railroad Compa.Ily 7 s.howed 

that ap:pli cant is a corpora. tion duly 0 rg8l'l1z.ed and exis.ting 'tW.der and . 

by virtue of the Laws· of the state of California and is engaged in the: 

operation of a line of railway extending :from Guadalupe" in the Co-onty 

of Santa :Barbera" State of Cali forma. to Roadam! te. in the County of 

Santa Barrera. state o~ Cal:i.:fornia, with 8. branch line to Betteravia. 

in said county and stat e. 

That the length of said railro ad is 24.3 miles; that it 

rUDS through a farming district sparselY' settled except where 88id 

railwa.y pssses. through the. City of Sa.nta Maria. and that in passing 

through said oi ty the line is through the outsltirts of said. city" 

which ha.s a. population of approximately 2500 :people. 

That app11cent's operation of' said :rosa. :reVer exceeds 

one tl'R-in a da.y ea.ch W!3-y ana. said treins are opera.ted exclusively 

between S'tUlrise and S'IlZlse-t except in rare ins~nces when the train crew 

is unable to fini sh the day's work before sunset 9 whioh the testimony 

shov/ed occurred not 0 ftener than once in three months. That applicant 

has no regular ~rain s.chedule and ce.rries no passengers.; that the max" 

imum speed of the trains operated by ~pplicant is fifteen miles an 

hour and in many :parts of' the road as ~ow as six to eight miles per . 
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hour; thet the trains consist of ten to fifteen ca.rs e<rctippecl with 

S-ta.ndard e-quipment and. air brake. and can be sto.}?pec. at any place 

on the line within a distance of one hundred feet; that the: engines· 
, " \ 

of s'Flicant are ecru:tp:ped with' first elass United. States Readlight 

COD!pS.!J:Y c.ea6.1ights,~· the refla ctors of whic'b are n:Lcteen inches in 

diameter and nine inches deep. using acetylene gas; and the t the light 

project'ing fron such hee.alights e:oables the locomotive enginee:r to 

observe clearly a dark ob je·ct. the average size of a r::.an on a dark, 

clea.:r night :for:;!. distance of 350 to 400 :feet. while the trs.in is 

:-unni:ng at fifteen miles per hour .. 

That the operatioll of said road is fairly comparsble 

~o $.:::l ene:nded switching service and does not reasonably require 

complis,:cce wi th t~e ~)rovisions of Chapter' 284, Statutes of Cal iiornia, 

Session of 1913. 

Mr. -r:. J. Handford:, Service E~1>ert for the Railroad Com.-

missic:::l of Caliiorni&, testiiie& that in his opi~ion en exception, 

in t~e case of applicant could re;a.so!lsbly be' rns.de; that he .regard.ed 

applicentfs Fresent equip~ent as sufficient for the operation ofa:p~ 

pliCs.:ct·S road a:cc. that in his judgme:nt applicant should not be re'-

quired to comply with the provisions of Che.:pter 284 .. Statutes of C:a.1i-

fornie. Session of 1913) for the reason above state'o, ana. for the further 

reasol:. that the operation of the road is entirely in daylight excel?t 

in rare instances and that the service might beregardec as, an extended 

s:witching service. 

Mr. John Finley .. Chairman of the :Brotherhood of Locomotive 

Engineers .. was present at the hearing and. assured tb,e O:o:mmssion 

that the petition of applicant to be relieved from the operation of' 

Chapter 284-. above referred. to, was a reasonable one ana should. be 

granted. 

I lind. t'herei'ore ~ that ";he operation of applios.:::r:;,' Santa 

Maria 'Valley Railroad Company, is such as to justify the CommiSSion 

in 'relieving applicant froIn cOI:lplying with the proviSions 'of Chapter 

284~ Session of 1913, and. submit the follOWing Order:: 
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WEEERA.S the Santa Maria. Valley Ra1lroa.d Company, a. CO'1"-

:pore.tion~ operating a re.ilroaa. :from Guadalupe, in the County of Santa 

Be.rbe.ra~ sta.te of California, to Roadamite. in sa.id County. with e. 

b:rsnch line to Bettel'8.via., also in said. County, ha.s applied to this 

Oom.ission to be relieved. :from the necessity of equipping its 100;0-

mot ives with headlights as pro vided in Chapter 284, statutes' of 
, ' 

California, Session of' 1912>, entitl,ed "An Act Regulating Headlights 

on sJ.l Locomot ives and :Providing a PensJ. ty for Violation of the Pro-

visions of this: Act", 

.A..."'ID WBE:REA.S the testimo:cy as set :fo rth in the Opinion 

preoeding this Order, shows that the a:p:plication should. be granted., 

IT IS :·P':~iY ORDERED tha.t a.pplicant ,Santa Maria ValleY' 

Ra.ilroad Company, be and.i t is hereby re11 eyed from. the operation of 

Chapter 28~ statues of' Oalifornia, Sessi'on o:f 1913~ with permiss,ion 

to continue' its operation with its present eqUipment. 

The foregoing Opinion end Order a.re hereby a.pproved and 

orde!'ed filed as tile Opinio~ and Order of the Railroad COmnission 

of'the Sta.te of California. 

Dated. at San Francisoo~ California, this 22nd day of' 

September ~ 1914. 
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OOmmiSB;ionera. 
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