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Defendant.

Geil and Pence for Complainant
Deniel K. HEwmsaker for Defendant.

GORDOE, Commissgsioner.
OPINION

The complaint of Beldwin Park Chambex of‘c.:ommerce,__
slleges that the defendsnt, Baldwin Park Domestic Water
Company, of which S. If. Walker is the proprietor, is en-~
gaged in selling and distributing weter for domestic use
to the residenmts of Beldwin Rark, which is situated aﬁoﬁt
thirty miles east of the city of Los Angeles; that the
businesgs methods employed by the defendant are such as to
gseriously retard the growth of the community served 'bj the
Company; that the defendant refuses to installi service con-.
nections for domestic consumers except upon payment of a cng
therefor, the smount of which charge is not uniform, and that
it is unjust and unreasonable to impose wpon the conswmer any
charge for installing smeh service comnections; thab the de-
fendent company has in effect s regulation providing that
the Company will furnish water only in case the counsumer sigus
a contract to receive water for a‘period- of t;éh years, and
that such a regulation is mnjust and unreasonsble. The c;qﬁé | E
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pleint asks thet this Commission require the defendant to in-
stall service comnections and meters free of cost to aomestic
consumers and declare thet consumers:shall not be required to
sign & comtract to receive water for & term exceeding ome yeaTe
The answer of‘Baldwin Park Domestic Water Compeny denies
that its business methods are such as to retard the éevelopmenf

of Baldwin Park:; denies thet the charge imposed ﬁpon.domestig

consumers for service connectioms has no uniformity; alleges that

the present rates at which water is supplied, the Gompany'is:unrl

able to make any profit. The defendant asks that. the complaint

be dismissed end thet the rates of the Compeny be inmcreased. :
The reguest of Bgldwin Park Domestic Water Company for

an increase in rates was subsequently mede the subject of an

application filed with this Commission, namely, Applicatibn

No. 747,~ “In the matter of the application of Baldwin.?érk

Domestic Water Company, S.ii. Walker K Proprietor, for authqrggz

%0 increase retes and charges snd for smthority to change rules

snd regulationgs.™ In the order upor that application the comp‘

nission will give full consideration to the question of the

proper rates to be charged by ﬁaldwin:?art‘bomestic Water Company.
In the present caese, therefore, there are but two issues

presented, nsmely, the reasonablemess of the rule of the defen-

dant cobpany requiring that domestic consumers pay for the cost

of insteliibg service comections pd 1) Tega0lENLeTeEs Of £hy

rale of defendant company reguiring congumers to aign & ‘tex-yeaxr

contract to receive water. . ,

This Commission has heretofore sumounced in several cages.
that it 1s the duty of public sexrvice waterx companieé‘to iﬁstail‘
gt their own eﬁpense, meters snd service commections from the )
meins of the compeny to the premises of the consmmer. There 'is
po reason for meking sn exception in the present case. In con-
sidering the application of Beldwin Park Domestic Waier dompahy
to incresse its rates it will be assumed that the COméany will

-




install meters and service conxectioms withomt cost to consum-
ore, 4ud the rates established Will be determined upon that vasis.
I recoumend, therefore, that the Company be reéuirad'to,abrogaté'
itg regulation reguiring domestic consumers to pay a charge for-
meters and service connectlons.

Park . _

Bsldwin, Domestic Teter Compsny hes entirely failedto
Justify ivs regu*uuion reguiring consumers t0 sign -3 ten—year 7
contrect to receive water. Furthermore, I zn unable t0 say how
such avregnlation cax be of adventege even to the compaﬁy. It
will be extremely difflcult to enfO*ée such & contract. The'fe¥
culrement that a ten—year contract be signed by the consumers
eppears to me in this case to be clearly unressonable. "hile
the compleint ssks thet this regulstion be declared unreason- .
able end that the consumers te not reguired to sige s conttacﬁ_
for a term in excess of one year, I believe thet it is unreason-
sble for the Compeny to even insisf-upon a one;year‘cohfract;'l,
accordingly, recommend thet: the Company be required to dbrogaté 
its present regnlstion requiring that e tenm-year comtract be

signed by those desiring water.
I submit herewith the following form of ordex:

CRDER

This case having come ox regularly for hearing and the
Comnigssion being duly edvised in the premises,

THE COMMISSION ZEREBY FINbS AS A FACT that the regulation
of Baldwir Perk Domestic Water Company, requiring domestic con-
sumers to pay & charge for the installation of a meter and service
copxrection from the main of the Compeny to the proPerty line of

- the consumer, is unjust and unreasonabdle; and

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED tket sald regulation be, and the

seme is hereby abrogeted, and thet seid Company be, and it is




veter
- ordered to install a 5/8 incl and & 3/4 inch service connection

r-from its mains to the property lines, free of charge for all
persons living in Baldwin Park along the mains or pipes of sald
Company.and who shall, in good faith, request a service conneet-
ion for the supply of water for domestic we. |

The Commission FUATHEER FINDS AS A FACT thet the regula-
tion of Baldwin Park Domestic Water Comwpany requiring the con~.
sumers8 to sign a ten-year contraset to receive water is an un-
Just and unreassonsble regulation, snd

IT IS HEmEBY’ORDERED that seid regulation be, and the

same 1is hereby a‘brogatea.

+ Ihe foregoing opinion snd order sre hereby spproved
and ordered filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad.

commission of the State of cali:t‘ornia.

Dated at San Franeisco, California, this 4-5"7% day of
September 1914.
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- Commlgsioners.




