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3E?O?..E TEE RAI'r.::tO.ll> CO?~GSSION OF' ~:s:ES,!TATE. CF' CA.!:J30?3L~ , . 

. Cola 3rook camp Company, So' 
corporat i on, 

) 
. ~" .. 

Complainant, . ) 
) 

'. ' 

vs. ~. case No .. : 678, ." 
} 
) . 

R'~ c. ?ollard' et al., )' d' 

) 
:Def.endants. ). 

OliverC-.. Clark f'or com'Olsinant 
Mac3:n1ghtand 3'i t zgerre it :for' de:f'eno.e.:nt:s 

O?INION -------

Cold Brook Camp Com:pany t a cor:pora;tion~ complains 
. . , , 

ags.inst the o.e·fenc.ants herein, alleging thatsaia: defendants 
. . 

own and, operate a telephone li:o.e ertena~ng fro,nJ. the' moutho:r 

the Sen Gabriel Canyon in theOounty of Los .'L"1geles, to camp 

Ri!lcon, a distance 0:: about 13 miles fr,om the mOilt.h of the 

Ca:lYOtl, ana a branch extending from ss.idtelepho-ne,line to 

Thatplainti:ff co:o.structe~,,",a telel'lione line. 

irom saie. Camp Rincon t a a. public camp i7hichit or:-erate:s 0:2 t,he: 

north fork of San Gab;'iel Canyon, a e.istanc'e of 8' :cil:les from 
, ~I' 

Camp ?..inc 02:.. Tbat plaintiff"s line., was thereupon cdnnected 
wi'th the line of def'en6.a.nt s in tile year 1915~ a~a. as C'ompenss. . .:.... 

tio!). for the transmission 0:: messages fro!n :pla.intiff'~s line over'" 

defencants·t li!le to the, outside world p a.nd in a. like: meDlle'r 'of 
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incoming messages plaintiff paid the agree,a: sum o:f $.clOG'for' said: 

yeer .191-5. 

Plaintil:fts line' remained c'onnected t,o'J~he. line,: of 

c.ei'enda:cts a::oresaid during the year 19·13: snd 'd'Uring ii.he year, 

1914 up to the early pz.rt of Se:ptembe.x~whende~eri.a.ant,s dis:-

connected tne line of :plainti:f~ atCemp Eincon.: 

?lainti:ff· prays, tba t tne comniission compel the. d.e""::,· 

fendants to' re'co:mectits line with 'theirs stOs.mp . .Rincon end' 

cox:.tinu.e' to giv.e it the service heretofore'had, ,aZld a~ks t.hat ' 

the Co~ission fix the fee to be paid for SllChservice~· 

It aplJears fro~ the evidence that the telephone line' 

';1ith which :plaintiff asks to "be connectec!:lS' ~o~owned,jOintlY 
by Ca~pRincon, Resort Compa.ny, a corporati on., and' R.M.:::2011ows.' 

, . " .' ,', . " -' . , ;.'.' 

~lle compla.J:nt scou.ld be d,ismisse6: as: against ,the other defenaS.n:t:s> 

n~ed in tne conplaint. 

It s?pears ~ro!:. the e'Vide:ncetbat t.he above a~l.ega.'tions 

are substantially correct, but thea,efendants insi'stthe:t their 

telephone line was 0'0.11 t OIl1y to Serve' the public camps r;hl:oh 
. " . 

, .', .' " 
, . '. 

they operate in the San Gabriel Ca=.yonsnd tee forks· t:tere:of'., 
,," 

that they do I:.ot deSire to cont inue to permit: t·b:e lJls.fnti:f:t:. to 

cOmlect. with their line. as their line is. already.burdenedto 
. . . ' 

capa.city. They contend thet t:hei:t' line is not a p12bliC utility 

line because it wss·ou.:tlt solely for the purposeoiserlriDg:their 
, . . 

c~:os end. that the connecting of plaint,iffrs line in.l~13 'Was-

only by w~:yo:f accO!:!1!lodatio;l and the cbarge-of$lOO: was a.ro'ugh' 

esti!:late of the share plaintiff s~ould -pay i,Il the'Up-kee.:p,SIid~in";" .. ' 

te.:c.a.n~e of the. line. 
. . ' . 

.. ',.' 

It ap1iears from the evide_Dcethat atall.:oi these camps,,' .'. -
'including tha.t of t:c.e plaintiff, the" campers oX: hoarders were '~" •.. ,. ' . 

allowed to use tb.e tele:pbone upon t-he ::payr!lent of a :fee 9' a :part OI 
. . 

Which went to the telephone cO:l:9anyconnec"ting With the, 

defe:o.dants T li.:o.e at the mouth of the. SOIl Gabriel. 

of Which went to the proprietor of the camp .. 
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Here then we have .a situation 'i'1here not only-was the' 

lin.e 0:: the defendants hooked ul' with the line of the plaint:if:f:.· 

~nd. s. charge made by defend.ants· to pls.inti~:f for sucnserviC'e:. 

b<;.t we also find the defend.a.nts providing a telephone service: to 

'their boarders for which they exact a fee,. s paJ:'t of. whienfe-e 
. . 

they retain for themselves. I think' this clearly-establishes·.·· 

the d.efendants' line as a public utility line, end Irec:o:omelld"i 

tha.t we so hold. 

Tl:.is being true. I see no reason fordeie:cdants. now 

refus ing to. 'cont inue s. service whiCh they had heretoi' ore 

'Voluntarily accorQed plaintiff. 

I $.::0. sa.tisfied. from the evidence "that :plaintiff can be 

give::l tee service heretofore rend.ered. without und.uly burdenfngthe: 
. 

line of defend.ants. 

and other witnesses for. defendants, that the line of. de.f.enda:nts 

shou.ld not be thrown open to all who wish to atta'ch to ·itfor 
. '. . 

tele:phone service .. }a. Follows tes:tified that he arid his. 

associates owning the linenad refused to connect . anU:6ber of 

individual prope:rty owners along. the line beca.use thisw:ou:ld'. 
.". '" ' 

overburden the line and render it u.seless and inconve~:ientfor. 

the use of the camp ~ but clearly a:l exe'eption was volunta.rily 

made in the c~se of the pla.intiff. 

Tbe plaintiff alleg.es tb.at the price of $100 paid for . 

the year 1913 is ex.cessive and. that any price: above $25.per year, 

.is excessive and the :prayer is that this COlmllisS ion fix .the rate.;. . 

The evid.ence u:pon weich to base e. conclusion as to a: 

proper ci:arge is eA'"tremely meager,. but I believe that" und.er ·a11 

the circUI:1stances $50 :::. yee.r would. be a. reasonsble cb.srge to b,e,· 

~de by c.efendants· to plaintiff :for the ser:vice 'ne.re.inord.eredto: 

be given. 

lie-rewith a: 'Proposea order: 



Complaint having been mad.e by (}~la.:arook c..amp Company" .. 

s. c0r:Porationt against R. C. :?ollard~·.i E.!)aily.'~· R. 1!.?Ollo:ws 

a.nd CS!llP ~1ncon Resort Compa.ny~ s. corporation ,Snd'S:.l),ubiichear;';' . 
. . 

1ng having .. been hads-no. the Co!lll:liss.ion being. f~J.Iy,ap!>ris.~:d":fn . 

the preJ::lises, 

IT IS ~~ ~OU'ND .AS A' FACT' that .thed:e:f'eno.snts.R.' ,~~ '. 

Follows, ahd Camp Rincon3es':Ort Company. now oWlJ;ando.:psra.tea. 

tele::?ilone line erlend:iIlg:r:rO:r:l. tile' !llo:ath of th~san. Gab:r':ielCan-
. . ' ," ," ," , ' 

yon to Camp ?.:incoll. and scamp operat'ed:'by R'.1iI.. FOll.O"1[:s .. , That .' 
l'ls.inti:ff oW';as a tele:phone line e:x.tending :fro,S c(ha:s~OOk:,q~.t(),' 

"" ':, 

:part of Sel)tember of the. latter year" the tele:phoneliIl:e:O{piS.:·in~: 

ti.:ffwas connected with the telephone ·lineofsaiQ;d.~enea:o.ts2;t 

saic'CSl::lp'Rincon andtele:phone rnessageswere:deliv~r.e~d. t6:"and . 

rece'lved. on, t.ne line of' saie. de£enCiants:trOl:ltJ:ie'l:irl~ O:f, .. ~~~: .. ' 
plailltiff" during sa.id til:le .• 

de:fe:o.dant·s· disconnected the 1i:o.e o:fplaiIltifi atOam:pRin.~o.uand< > 

. . , 

have reiu.sed: to again cOIUlect t.ne se!lle~ 

IT IS BEP33Y ?1BTEE3: FO'2v-r:D. AS !... 3'ACT:ths.t. Bai dQe:f'ena.e.llts~ 

::t.. !£. 3Tol1o";7$ ~d c:a~p ?.i~con Re sort;.Co211:p&.llY ,.have been and now. 

are o:perating saidtelephohe line ownee. 'bythetls.~s;fo~eSaidas. 

a; :public "C.tility telephone line~. and that. it.isjhs:t~nd.re$;so;Ila;J:le: 
tha.t the telephone line 0:: the Cola. :Brook camp,'C:OI!lpa.llY$.:f'o':resS;::i~ .. ~ 

should againb.econnected at said CS::llP ?..in~on,s.Ilatba.t said 
.. . 

de:f'e'no.az:.t 'should aga.ingive s2.id pleiI1tifftheserv.ice 
. . 

rend.ered •. 
'., . , 

IS: IS ~'O.E3YFtJ?~h.:!R };~OD"~T.D AS A l~CTi:tb.a.t .8 just and. 

reaso!1able rate or 'charge for sucllservice given by-said 
.' 

to said. pla.i:c.ti:ff is :t'he sum of $..50lJeryes.r. 
. . 

:BaSing its: order on tr..e for,egoing findings: 0f'factand 

the :further ::i:ldings' oi, fsctset out .in theOJ?iriio~p;ecediIlg',~h~S'~ 
. '. , . ' 

order,. 
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-.... , '," --. 
State of Cel.i:fornis. that :a.. M. ~ollo.,;s &.ridC'$!.mP Rincon: Re/sort .. 

, ",' " " '_ .. , ",' 

Co~e..ny co;withillte,:o.· days fro,!!!. the, date 6~ this,or·a:er;:C'o·:cn·eet .. '. 
" ..' " '. ,'., .1" 

the telep:!lone line of plai:::rtiff<with the.i!" telephone linea.t Cemp' 
Ri:ccollmld tu.rnish'the sa.me service' eshas hereto.:t:ore::beell 

. . 
. ' 

IT IS:sEBE13Y Fu"'3.TEER O:j):&.~·<the.t the', charge ·to 'ber>.sd&' 

byssic. defendants to. said.plaintiff·for such serviceis,her:eby: ,,' 
'. ~,~. 

f'ixec. at $50 :per year. :pa~ble in' a6..vance •• 

T~e compl~.i~t as to defenda.nts 3:,; c.:pollard. . mid :Dr. 
K. :a:. :Daily is here-by dis!!liss.ed:~ 

The foregoing opinion and. . order are he.reo.y ap:proved 
, . . . . 

ana. orderec.filed as the opinion s.ndcrd.~roft.:heRaiiroa:d· 

C.O!!:!llissi.on oftne sta.te 0= California. 
, ~,I~'-I:'; .... .' 

])ate-a. at San ~'ranc·isco. Cali'fornia, this: ~da.y, 

of October. 1914.' , 
• '. l '. ~, 

... ~.,' 
............. 


