
l)ecision. No. 1/ 

: .; 

BEFOP.E ~ERAILRO.AJ) Caw.a:SSIONOF ,TEE.SUE OFC:£GIFO:?.NIAw~.:,·:·· :: " 

In the mat-tel'. Ofconstrnetingetreatml,'\~~~~.~,~[' .. ~>' ~ t-..:.: crossings at gra.de over t1:.e t,racks, ,,) '~" , 
of Pacific,Blectric Railway at Che:s.t-)" Case No,. 680~· 
nut. streete.nd S~venth S,treet,~ ill: the} " ~, ,;,' 
City c>:f Glendale? Los Angeles, Co~ty.J . '" :~" 
California. ' , ",)' 

w. E ~ ,E'V:anS and Frank Muhleman for" 
Ci ty 0'£ G1end.S.le ' ' 

Frank Karr for Pacific Electric 
Rail way Company. 

EDGERroN ,Commissioner. ,", '. 

. " ~ ,'. 

OP:$>N'10' N " - - ,-",'-' - - -
0:0. June 6, 1914, tile B:oerd of Trustees oft,he 

Ci ty o:t Glendale :tiled an ap})lication With tile <COmmi'S-

s:i on ior, J;:eXID.i sSion to construct Seventh S,treetand 

Chestnu~ street,in the City of G-1enda:J-e" a.tgradeo,vei. " 

the tracks oiPaCific Electric, Railway Company. 'On. Ju:n.Et ' 
"-

26, 1914, a hearing WS.8' held and.:Le.ter ~. 'order was' entel-..;. 

ed. d.enying the a:p:plic ation • Upon :r~presentation there.- ' 
. " . . , . 

after? :from t:b.e City of Glendale, thattheylladf'urther 

eVid.ence which theY' wished to introduce, the C-omm:tsS'iori~ 

on September 1S, 1914, inst:ttu.t.edonits' own mot1.oD.sn .' 

investigation int.o the I:l$.tter,anc. on October 6, ~91:4>a 

pu.b1ic :hearing was held in Los .Angeles •. 

While the decision in this, cassis d.1fferent.than 

. that aI'rived, at ill Application Ire. 1172~1tshou1a.'be.re..;:· 

membered that the matter waamore fully :presantediri'th1s,' 

case than :tnthe ,o:tht3::t and he'nee the,different' con(tius.i'on,~ , 

-',1 

The Pacific Electric Reilway runsthrougllthe. C~ty':" 
, . . . . . . . ., 

, . . . . '. . .' . '. ~ . 

of Glendale in s. north .and. southdil'eet1on, and. sou.th,o,;f':: ., ,',' ,', 

Sixth St:r.eat it operates over a' for'tY-fo~t"private,' right:..·'· 
: " " :. 

1 



.... '. 

fe.et wide. from the . line . of. the·?a.c.ific:nectr:ic'~Sr:fg1:l:t;--6.f-yai><::' 
. . . " .' .. 

to thec:p:posite a'ide .. of. tnestree.t..T'he,:str.eets crosse:'a'by\ . , . '. . ,'.' " 

the:Pac5.:fic Elect,ricRailwayOompanyint.hiS: vic1n:tty':ar~.~ . 

. street.s ~:b.i c hW,ere: lai aoutwhentllfs •.. s~b a:t-visi oilwss':t.hi-:~~ •..... 
. 'cpen sc~.time:be'fore th~?aCiii~~l€)C~:eicr~:ent,ranc~~in~~ · 

, .' ' , .. 

Glenaal~. Slld' 1}efore . the. city was incorporated.. .~~. ·f.td;':'f:O~·: 
,', -.' '. ."" "";' .. 

st,ii;pof. pTi vate 'rige t . of 'waY':or;igi~allY :e.Xt'endedf':r,Q~si~i:~:\,: 
. . . . . .",...." , .. , .. ,,". 

t. ~" 

stree:tnorthbut: recently i;his'.priVate:right:, 

t'hr.own open ana:l:ieco~e a: partof't..he:st.iee't. 

Fl'o~ Sixth Stree1; 'souththestree:t;s;' now . "",," " . ,. 

those whieh the city ¥';ish~s tooj;len,in their·o,r'~~rfi.orn't~~;' 
north. 'are: siZtlr Str:eet, Seventh street' "L6:cita.Av.enlle,Chest~ 

, ' ' • ',. ,. • .' ,". ,. ".' "'0,",' " 

,Seventh St'reet·g' is 295. feet·;. betw.een~~'Veniih:~a!id··Lo!tii'1ia29:i:' i 

feet;' betwe'en ,Lomita and ccestnut.::Z'5o.feet':, 'andootween,o,he,St:-' 
. . . 

nu.t· and. •• Ma,:ple. S50:.:f'eet. 
. ~.'. ""," 

... " :-',.>: 

LOmita . and ]lra:ple street.s were' o:pened.t~~a:itY·;h~S "inc,;eas~d, .. ': 
""'', ,'," 

It is the' contention . CIt' :thec:t:tithats:rnce:s:i:rtli.~y,'·; 

largely in .. population,.· and Seventh a:o.a.· Chestnut' streets'shotdd'., 

nOVY.be' openeo.to·serve the co:n'Venienceof.there·Si·d~~t:8.'·6':f.t.hf8' 
district and that the o.rivoers of veb.:ic-le's, , ~s.pe:Cialii',d€:t~iery: 

st.reets close.d. 

opelled acrosstne·tracks, 
Ma.:ple'andsonth of Si~"thStre etisc t.he'net.u...-alplace::io~ ~t'tl,t~r~: 

" " . ' ..,,', . ,'" . '. ",'/. ,": ',. 

business ext,ens:fon to ta.":replace,· and.tbatthes~ crossi#gs·,;a.re 
" ,'.~, ", ",;,: 

, . " ' 

~ee ded to' bring thiS' s;'bo·u.t. 

Ont he ·ot he :rhall a. the ~a:c.i;:fic:IDectri~~a:ssert,s.'.t:h~t:>· 
. the 'time :assnot;ie:~ a:rri ved WhenI>~bi:Lcnee'd.req'll.i;es;'·,tb:es~{ 

,'" ' 



crossings; tha.t each s.c.tiitional crosSing: adds ,'to th:eha:~ard 0:£ 

operatio-n ana:- the liability-to, aCCic1e'nt."andthat"eac'h' addft,i,orlL 
.' . , . . , .' . " . . ... ,-. 

, . 
" ' 

seqi1ent inconvenience- to all who, use' itsser-V-'ice;. ,It 
. ,. . 

anotb.er g:ro-une:for.objection .. As' previOusly.' stated. ~ ,',', 
" .. 

30nlevard parallels, 'and. is on b 01:11:" Si das of ·,i t s "ri.ghi,·' 6:·£' way'., 
It has ,bee'n the 'compa.ny f sex:perience.,tha.:t iiimany:plices.v;bdi~,a 
similar condition bas preva.iled: it-has iirs,t, ,a;sz.na:'but,t.:ing, . . . .' . 

':',: 

:it has been takeL: aSyartoi the street~. and:ne:sfi~ilY:b~ien" 
. ". .' , " . ' " 

cozpel1ed to stE-nO: not only the' expe:lSeofpa~:t:rig 9,ver: :it~s 
.' ",' 

tra.cks andtoe.certsin distance outside' oft!~em, as:we::tls,s 
", . ., 

pert of the :re~fning portion o·f the' street,,'but:sas'oo!.' lowe'I'::" 

over it. b",lt the courts have :aeldthatsfnce its' use,wa.-s: no.t<' 
" , 

'.,.,.: 

diminisbed it was' entitled., to' nods.~ges: for the 'right o'f . way, 
o'f v.'hicb 1"t h2.d been deprived. ':A11,thiS 'meeriathe<exP~iidjt;ure" 

o'f cons:i ~e:rab le moneyw,i th:o.c illcrease,o':f" earl:lfng~,~< :r:O:" ~his' ",;, 
.. ,'c '0 '.' ,. 

particular cs.se the grad,e cf :BrandE'culevard: ,is ,:f:rO:m18"i:C.C.h~;s,:: 

to' ,2 feet lower teen the grad,e 6:: th'etracks;~ and.the,':?a.cf':f'iC: ,> 

31ectricfesrs that gr~di~g dOW!l its tracks to the': grs;cte:.oi:~~e:;,:, 

street v;illb~ a f1lXther ite:c:: ot expe'n~e to the C:bmp$.riY~i:t:t,h~'~,~: 
.crossings ere'gra!lted. 

T,ne' se,etion o'f Glenrlale in which thesest:re~t-s are, 

l,ocated is ,i!!'l::2ediately' s,outh o'f thebu~:ine~s~:' :p'ortionbf'the.~ 

town 'a.nd bye: re'cent' oraina:c.ce the T:r'U.stee's bs.ve!Jls:C'&a:'isuC,h':':" 

'building restriction on the- territol-y Il.orthof]!apleand 'soutli:~,::, 
." . ", \".,' 



. . 

ings erect.eliior business purposes .. · One block north 

Street the right .of" way hes beenreC'en~lYt8.ken'·forst;ee.{:p~-: • 
. poses and 'be.come. part of Bra.~a. :oou~evarQ., arl.Q.withthe8rov;:t.h of.:.)' . 

. . ... 
Gle!:e.ale it is a question of butashortt:i:rne:~D:tii, the· sa.r:le~ ' ..... 

thiIlg will b'a cone with .the rig:b:t of way aSfar·sOllth. as M~ple • ....•.. 

~:ne evi d.ence shows. that' the: lack of cros,s.ings· was·:t'he·;·.: 
• • • >' " ',' ," ,,' '," 

cause. of inconvenience to the people>'li vingon>th~se two.s:tX'~;et~ 
and- in the neighbo.rhood ~ ana. :particularly- t'odrivers of del~vez.;. 
wagons and other vehic·les who have business: in this; section,>o~;.;· 

the town. 

:;:rhe agitation for the ,openlngofthesetwo st:reets;:· 

da.tes· beck to 1910 • when the popUlat:Lonv;asco,nsia:erablY:les:~:'-;' 

than it is now, and these are the only streets along 
_ .... :.' .. : 

vard !lot open across the t!"acks~ 
. . . 

I believe that the cit-yhas :sustaine:d'1tsc.o'nte:ntions: 

'that pu.'blic .convenience reQuirestheopeni:::lgofthese'.str:e~ts .. 

anQ..t:!:a.t they are needed to bribgab'::)'~t,.the~ae~e!;op!ilent6ithi~ 
.' " 

section into s. business distI':ict ,bu~theqUesti()n i:-emains:as~t~" .' 

whether the. objections of the ?ac'iiiC:Ele:ct.ric.areimpoit:allt: .'.,' 

enough to offset' this neeC:. There, is no; quest, ion .1:iut-wli~;:~a~.~: 
,~ ac"it.i 0=1 gre.ce crossing carr}r'IVi;th it a cert~in~ti6:r.c.k': 
~ h~a:rd.. I fi:t:d, however ,.ths;t~thesetV{o crossi:q.gS::W.ill~~,;,~penA:: .• 

~ a gco:d: view of the tracks in both direct,.ions~~'be':~d:::by: 

driyers oIvellic:les an·a thet the·~;sP,eedofo:pera:ti.on: of t:ra1;hs>:rk: 
not high:.. 

8tre.ets~ ha.s been free from accidents for five 

t"bat these crossings Will be reasonably sa.:te,,:;. 

If t,b.eGlendale line extended. rce.ny' miles: beYOIla':Glell~': 
.. . . 

dale and carrie'dIrlany peopleiro:!Jl beyo'nd the .cityio:-andfrom 
-.'"', 

!,os .. .;,ngeles. there ~ould be c'onsia.ers.bie'fo:r~e' tot,he ' .. argrunent': 
. ' '"" ,'. . .'. 

tbat the installation of these c'rossings W01:J:i:inconveniene~ the.> , . ". ", .. ,. " .. 
. 1'-'" 

traveling public~ b:ut I find t!!at: t·his· cond:l:t.·ion does not exist:. 
- . '-'~,! ,- : 



This line. rons but a. few :miles beyondthe.clty a.ndtheS!llaiJ.de.1ai'~ 

Ca.used by the slowing' down of cars over'tbese tv;o.crossin·gs,WJ:.ll;:· 
. "',.,', 

beneglig:ibJ:.e :i.n .i ts .effect 0:0. ?sssengers liv:Lngbeyond these. 
,.' ' .. " 

!Joints. 
. . 

'The COlllmlssionfs action in'this case' is taken under 

Section ?S of the' Public ~tilities .;.ct~ which gives the Commission 

power to deterroine and prescribe the' manner, andtne pa~ticulS;~, 
. . . 

pO:Lnt of crossfng~ and this :'s notthe:proper"1)1a,ce t·o:consid~r.· 

the question of compensation for rights Ofv;ayta.~~no:rdarnig~~·· 
sustained. lam satisfied that this COmmiSSion will havetb.~ 

:. " 

o!,porttmityunder its Vlidepowers to' :preve:o.t1:c.just.ic'e b-e:t:ng ' 

done this' railroad where its prop~.rty has, beentake'n .. fro:m·:l.t . ',. . ." ',' , 

=or little or no compensation. 

On the Whole I believe, tha.t, the need oftbe 

Glenda.le . for these Crossings ,to serVe public' conveIu~nce· ana.' ........ . 
. . ',- \ 

'. . . '. 

necessity, is great enough to oi:tsetsx.y ob-ject.ioils·' which have 

been or can be raised a.gainst their.collStxuctiO~, and I' arlo! 
'; . .' ' , ' 

the opinion teat satisfactory cTossingscan be l!la.d.e atthepre.~ 

sent grade of t~e 'Pacific Electric tracks .. 

I rec-o::nmend t·ne following form o:forder: 

()RJ)E':a -.- '- --.", 
'. . 

The Co=nission ha.ving ins'tituted.this cas'& f~'r the, 

:p~rpose of inves"tigati:og the grade C:ross:ingsituatioll over. the' .. ' 

tracks of :Pacific 31ectric Railway Comp&ny Oli~3:~an6:' 301l1evar"d
t 

.' 

... ',' ~;. . 

a.t Seventh sno. C"nestnut streets 9 a.."ld a.public·'heal'ing:hav:tng ):e'eri' 
. , . ",', , 

. ,l'k' .... 

helei,. and it appearing to the C:ommission that :fOl".there3:SCl~s:set 

forth in tbe opinioll, that the Oity of Glendale should be :permit~e;d 

to construct Seventh Street and: Cnestnut straetat grade across> 

the tracks 0= :PacifiC Electric Railway Cd~'P.any,.. ' 

I:: !S REP.:E3Y Op']E?:E'D t That Gity' ofGlena:al~ ,'be 

S~e hereby is grantee :germission to construct se~eIlt1i 'a.lldCne:s.t:' 

5 



Streets at grade across tbe trecks of Pacific Electric RailwayCompan7, 

subject to tbe follovJ'ing cona:itions~.'viz,: 

1. The crossings shall becons.tructe<i toconi'orm. to the 

grad-eoi .?aciiic Electric. ~ailwey Co:mpany~$.s 'noW established,..V1.ith' 

gra.ae~ 'of a;ppro.a.ch :lot exceec.ing six. f6} 1'e:1- c·ent·. ana shal1'1:1l :ev.erY. 

way 'be ~aae sa.£'e for the passage the-reover of vehiClei: and. other . '.' ~ 

tref:fic. 
2. . The entire ex-pense of constructi~ ·the crossings-snali:: .. 

be borne by the oi ty. 

3. The expense of r::aintsining the,. cross.ingson each 

the trac~ ana u.p to two (2) feet there·of ,shall be 'borne by the city. 

4. The' entire expenseo'i maintaining the" cros·s~ing:ove:rthe.· 

track and to a a:lstance of two (2) feet outside: of the railssliallbe ..•.... 

borne by Pacific Electric 3,ailway Company. 
. . . 

5. The Conrcnission reserves the right to m.ke such further 

orders rela.tive to the location, construction, o;perat iOIl , ms,intensnc'e: 
. .. 

ana protection of said crossings as to. it -may seem .r:rght~,nd :proper and . 
;'0 revoJ.:e its permission i:f ~ in its judgment. the public convenience' 

The :forego5.::lg opinion anQ. order sreherebyspproved and . . 

of. the Sts.te of California. 
:Dated at: San Francisco~. C:s.:t.i:fornis..thfS ·b'd. 

h"YE'41!Mf> of Ce~.e"eer9 1914. . " :,': ,,', 


