
Decision No. ----

In the :!!atte:r of tile s;o-olice.tion ) , 
of Valley Telephone' C'ompany for ) 
a certificate that pu."olic con- ,) 
venie::.;.ce SIld. necessity require tile ) 
constr':lction and. opers,'"vion of So ) 
telephone system 'wi thin the city , ) 
of Eol tvil1e~ California.. ) 

Eeines end lis.ir..es for applicant. 
James T. S:b..ew, Mc?herrin &. Nichols:~ s.nd 

John G. 'Mott i'o'!'. proteste..."lt, Imperial 
Telephone COIt3lsny-

EDGER~ON, Co~ssioner. 

.,' . 

., ,,;. 

This: is an a}Jplica:tio:o. byVelley Telephone,Comp.SIly 

for a. certificate tils. t pu:olic convenience snd necessityre;;':~'~" 

q,uire a.nd. ,will reglire the exercise of'r:tgAts: end: pr:r.vilege~:, 

by a:9?licant in the incorporated; ci tyof Eolt'Ville. under',a:: 
, ' 

francbise ';;:b.ic:c. :has been applied, for out not yet: grs.nted~.' 

The I!Il3lerie.l Telep:b.one COIlIpsny l::s.s llo';;the o~y' 

telep:'aone plant or service in the city of' EoltV'ille, 'and ,it;' 

a,:pes.rec. at t'he hearing, through its, representatives"anet"', ' 

protested. agsinst an in:ve,sio::l oii ts tel'r:itory'oya:9plicant~ 

Ji.pplica:a.t operates telephoneliries, ie., pa.rt 0,£ ',{hich 

it OimS, in territory adjacent to 'but ou.tsicle of the city of 

Eol tville.' ~.!lese lines VJere originally i::ltl.ilt to serve the 

pUI?Osesoi' ~ ir::igetion systeI!l~ "out hsveacq,uir:ed. sub:'scr~'be:rs 

wilose use is t:hs.t of tile ordinary telephone suosc'ribe'r. 
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The Imperi~l Tele:phone Company serves ti:l.eterri t'ory i 

within t1lecity liI:ti.ts Qf 3:o1tville exclusively and the lines 

of a:p:plica.nt connect with the lines of the ImI2:ci~l Te~ephone' 
. ..' .. . 

CO:::tl:Pa!lY at t:te city lim ts so tl:at. a subscriber of the. ap:plicant . . 

Ca2l telephone to s:ny :person in the city of Roltville ha.villga 

telephone ;thrOu.gb. this connection:;or .'S~ch·· su.'bscxiber mayteJ.e:-

phone to the ou.tside worlcl over the long d.ls:tal'1cetbx'ough the: 
same connection. Suoscri bel'S of tile c1tysys:tenrcsn,o:f 

C01U'se, telephor"e to suoscribe::-s' of a:pplicaT.l,tin·theSanlewa.y~ 

No evio.e:w.ce was introd:o.ced. tending to. show that .the: 

Ir:.:perisl TelepAone Com:p&..ny was not ;S.o.eq,u.e.telyserving the 

tel':ri tory wi thi~the oi ty li!:lit:s of Eol tville ~ nor that its· 

rates were' ".lll!"eas.onaole y nol" the t in any respect it was fs.il-

ing in its cluty to the. pu.blic. 

It was fr$l'lk:ly stated by tile presid.ent Of$PP.;r.~coot 
, ' 

that tn,ere was no dez:::t$Jld or need: :tor two telephone systems in 

t~e oi ty and. the. tit was t::J.e eX]?e ctati on of' ap)?li can t that ii' 
:it wss ~-dJ:::).:i.tted into the 01 ty it would. ac.o'O.ire ass"Q.o·scl"ioers ,- . ' .' " 

. ' .. 

all of the :people who use telephones. In ot:b.er Vlor.ds,ep~ 

plioant ex:gects to eliminate the Imperial ~ele.I>hcne ComJ;lanyTs' 

'business in tile city if it is ~11owed t.o enter .. 

The l'e:S.son uxged. by apFlicent why a certii'ics"tssboulCi:: 

'be gra.nted. is the.t· at present the service rend.ereti to its C021-

S'I:::lers. t:b.rou.gl1 the connection at the city limits end. over the 
system of the I:m:peria;l Telephone COl:=.:panyis llotgood se.rvicEt. 

but tbst if· it is allowed. to establish a syster:.ofi ts ovm :in . 

the city tha.t this service will "oe gre'e.tly improved. 

A:pplicant contend.s tba t if allowed to o.:perate a 

loosl exche.nge in liol,tville better service- 'will be' given its' 

Su.bscribers ou.tsid.e of that city 'because they w'il1 h$.vedire:o:t· . . . 

cor.1Lection with applicsnt t s svl tchboard.to be estabi1shecr in . 

the city. Z'cls contention 001.110. ollly oe su'staiIJ.e<i if the 

2 



complete installation of applicant inside ~md outside· of' ~he. 

city wes ~oetter ancl more efficien.t··than the present .combina~ . 

tion of' ap:p~ic~nt'.s pla::::.t o-.:.ts:ide anclprotestant's :plsnt .insid.e 

of the· city. 

~hereis some conilictin tb.e·evidence as to. what;ia 

the cause of the poor sexvice over ap:plica:r,J.tts lines. Its:, 
. . .. ," 

w-ltnesses inSist tnat this poor service :results 'fromthec1.arac:'"tier 
. ' . ,", 

of tile !Jl~t of t~e protestant. Ontheotne.r . handiWi tness&s. 

for protestant urge tbat the plant of applic'a.nt. :ts.inade'quate.· 

ena: oV.er-loaded. end not well ou.ilt, ar..d that. this is tb.eesuse . 

of the poor service. 

Tl:e evidence c.oes not. convince me that thebuiiding' 

of slocal exchange plant by ap:plica.~t i:o. the . city of' Holtville. 

would. obViate. the':present difficulties of ser-v:ice .. In f'act,. 

it is easilypossihle that applice.nt's present plant is re-

spor:.sible :to!." whatever poor service is rendered to' sUbsc:d.bers'. 

If this b.e true a.pplic~t should improve its present service 
. '--:, ," " 

. " . 
Ts:tile:::- tnan completely duplicate: end. pe.r$.11~1 protesta.nt's 

pl~t in the city. 

No offer of better local service to the citizena6f: ... 

Eol tville nor any decrea.sein rates is made by appllc:a.."'lt. . The: . " 
. ," . " 

evidencei:o. tilis cese' does not present a s"ftua.tion which would, 

j':lStify tb~ Commission in permitting applicsnt to inv.ad.e the. 

terri tory of the Ir:lperiel ~ele:phone Compeny, d.upllcate its 

plant and. ~~i ther put . it ou.t of local bu.sinessoritself: £e.il 

to ms.}.:e a success of t~e venture. 

I recommend. that the ellplication.be denied..eYl.d.su.'bi:o.it 

herewi th the· follovr.t!';l8 form of oraer: 

O 'P]),":<,'O 
-.::, -",:.::-

,-" " 

b;PIllication ha.ving been made by Vslley Tele.phone· 

Comp? ny for a certificate decla!."ingt:r..at pu-olic convenience·· 



and. necessi -ty require e:r..d. wi:!.l req"ui.rethe exercise of r:r::~hts" 

a:c.d.:privileges und.er e. fra.r..chise ap:plied for but '~()t yet 

granted.. and. a. puolic hearing neV1ng been ha,d andit·appea:ring 

to the C.on:n:l.ission that for t21e res-sons set out in the fore:go1:rig 

opinion said application should. be d.enied~ 

IT IS Ri:>.3:BY ORDE?.:ED by the Railroad. Comt!liss1onof 

the Stateo.f California. .Icnat the sp1'1i os-tion here.in be, and the' 

s~e is 1:.ereby denied.. 

me foregoing opinion and. order are herebya:9:pro-ied ,,' 

end. ord.ered. :filed. as· the opinio!! and. order of the Railroad. 

Cor:rrm.ssion of the State of California. 

:Dated at Sa.n FranciscotCalifol~nia, this2'a~,; dey. 

of November, 1914. 

ColDDli sSioners.· 
~ I ! :. " ", "", 
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