
.In the matter of the application 0·£ J 
the. Council' of· theC:ity .. of Richmona:~ 1 
State' of california., tor an' order J 
permittiIlgthe construc."tion and main- ). . 
tena:o.ce of a. grade crossing acrosathe: ) Apl'l:1:c:ation No. 134'1. 
"tracks and right of way of theSouths:rn ). 
:facific. Company on Bissell Avenue ~ . ill ), 
the. Cityof':R1c:hID.ond. J . 
• • • ,~' ~:' ••••• '., ." ••••.•• ". '~"~' •• '.' •••••••••••••.•• e' ) . 

. . . 

])~.,J. 'llaJ.l:~~ for City of~'1ollmond,.· . 
Geo •. ]).Squires, for Southen:l;':bc1:t1c Compan7.·· 

, ''''" GO:RlX)N, : Commissione:r:. 
" ". 

0:£ IN IO N . -'-.- -' ............. -
. . , ... .." -

1914, the City. of . Riobmond desiresano:rQ.er\"oy thls'CoIllIlU:S:a1.on' . 
".:\ . ' . . - ",' 

:pany.· It is· . stated that .. public interest, end·:o;onv~riienC:~·re~ .. r.:: 
" . "'" ,', '. ' : ., ,I', ',',' 

thiagraa.e Cl1:ossfng.. . . The<. City was Una'b'ls:toi,seO-ure.: an~.,~a..a~nie~~>~,<.. '.' 
for:tlls erossing~rom.the SO'tl.thel.'n~ci:Ei~ColJl.:pa~. , '. ,.' . 

objecting to,theopeningo:f'" a grs.dellro~siligat·this po:r.nt~ ... ~9iia;. 

the a.ppli<lS.tion .was th~rei"ore set d.own for .a> hearing.. ~h1~"liea.r-
ing wa.s. held in liic:bJ:n:ond. on De oember. 16, 19'14. the C·-ity o:f··':R1Ob. __ i 
mond end. 'the Southern ·:2a.cific companyw.e:rerepres:ent.ed.by·Co.:nIuiel, .: .. 

, '. ,', . " " , , .',,'" ~",," \" . .' . ' 

testimony we.staken~ alld the matter 'is now.ready:fdrdec:LSfon •• : .. '.· . 
, . , ,'." ... , /, 

Bissell' Avenue·lies . oD.ly· one (lJ·blOCksoU"th:~f:_~dOlmid::.····· 
-"., ,,', 

Avenue .• which 'latteratreet is the main ·thoroughf'are, of.theXci1t:i:'·:·····: '. 
, , " ' . ,", ,"'," .',' " 

I ',~" • 

of.Richmond s.nd· is. a.eontinuous road .:frOmpoint.Ri~Ond.tJ.·~d~~j.d·~;; 
'. . ..' . ·::.'?\rJ~~\~:#··:;:::/:::'· 

'; .. ' " , .. " 

''', ',,' 



In ,an ea,sterly direction .BissellAvenue ,extends:'OnlY,:twOB:n(t,.oD.e';' . 

ha.li (2t}b:locks oeyo'nd the t:ra.cks:ofthe~Southern Ps;ctiie"c~mj,':' . . . ",". ",' 

l'811yr~ ~in line' and. ends in ~entY~th1rdS~;ee,t~wh11ewes:te:~17" 

without an 6u.tlet~ against the re,ssrvatio:ri 0"£ The A.tchis.on~,:' 
. , . 

. . - . 

Tope1re& Sante. Fe Railway c.ompa.~. . Anotherstree,t'.'nameii~:: 

Chanslor Avenue ~ is. open one el) blo-cksouth of Biss:ellciv~nue 
. .. . . . , 

aeross the Southern Pacific Comps.IlY~s, tracks·tso tha.t· withilia, 
'. " . . 

distsnce of ··e.ppro::.d.mtely fifteen h~d.red (1500:l;:£eet .. tliere:are: .. 

"two(2) open thorougbSares, acroSS. this. :fo~-tra.~kma1n l1:r:u~;:,olle 

streetcross1ng by means of a subwaYa.nd. the other s;tg~d8: •. ·'I, 

cannot agre8c. therefore, tha.t there is aJlY.. grea.t ·neacl~ :from' t;he:> ", . 
, . .. 

point· of view of, necessity or. convenience, for- tbi8~ro.s:sing~i . 
, ' . ' • '. " i 

The, additional dang.era.nd h8.zard to.pedestriansand'velrlo.iea 
,', ...... . 

would not, inmyopillion, ·oe. outw.eighea.byth~).a~'\'tIJit8.g'estlliS: .... 

crOSSing wo'tild 0 :ffer. 

There also, exists a.t pres.enta :well pa.ved. a.tr~etp~n·ai~:.· 

leling the permanent way of the Soutllern;?ac1:f:to'oom:ptuiion'.th~> 

westerly- side and cODneat1ng the present Under~d~O,rOSg:tng~:t" 

Maado:oB.ld A.venuewi ththe existing graae crossing: atchSiisiGr 
\ ~, 

A'V'enue; SJ::ld. there' i:s ::oa.XLother stre&t pa:r:$.l.J.e~:tng the.·ra:U'WSoY" on 

. Eleme.1n eurre'nt of: tra:i'f~e a'ttbiS; .p~ill.t: :i:s¥t'9f~en 

lliclmlond and Oaklend, and a. eros sing atB1saellAvenuewo,uld:'not:' 
, . 

in a.ny ma.terial way:facil.itate 'th:Ls tra:f:fie. 
. '. , . . 

The . Sou.the,rn'Pa.ciiic· Com:paIlY .ope:rat'esi here oje,ri£o~; 

'. (4l main llne:t:rS.ckS, tWo C2J of thEise be'ing.p~ri~eDi~r,traCkaand 
. , . '." .:. ' ," ' 

trains', per d.aY:~' .viz. t :forty..;.sil: (46) pass8ligsr and:se;v:en {/il::: 

:rreigit1;~ pa,ss here •.• · .~es""-~~~:eaQii1e .. ;~~~~!:.~~~·f;l;·:i(l:.Xi 
,.,' , 



lina.:fUrtlie7lIlore ~is on a ~urV& through. tb.:ts,/~6oaJi,~t~'.WhrO¥<~~h,> •. 
an adcii tio:oa.lret!.B~Il. from a. re.ilr.Os.~'():PGra:t'1ng::··8:tandpo:iri~{,;~~:t~ '.. ' ,'.,. ". ':-: ': ." 

the grsntingof this application •. 
, .',,', 

It. cievel.oped at the heariro.g that·the.~ :p:r1ne1:ps.lnece~s1.tl":::::.< 
" , " " ". " .,', " ,.:', ,p'. ' 

is not the' &stab Ii S"hlnent p"f an' addit,1olls;~ ,opening e;(Jros~i;.tlie,~i;~> .. : ... · 
. . '. , ",". ,',.,,', 

way compe.l:'l.y:,strac:l{St. out, the imprdve~ent· .~:f<tb.e,exis.tJ.lig·'.sU.blra.Y;"'''······· 
.~ 

at Maodonal.d.Avenue •..... ". The latteruD.a6ubteai~ ~,:ts:; inad~q~te~:a~a:·;:···· .• · .. 
, ' I ','. ::.;,.' ',~,\ • 

-,' .,' 
wili·sooner: •. or late,r"'have to be reoongtruote.d:8.Ii~,eIlii.J:-ged •. · 

m8.ke· Sll· a~tempt·. s.t.·r~medying the &:d$ting,'~on<iit:tonSb;~i~~~';~li2;:: 
" . I, , " " , , ,', ., , ,~_:~ " ;' \ ,",. : :. ,:,", .' ,':', '.: ",", .. :,,<,'., '. 

tab2isllment.·of 's;very',dSllgerou,snewgxade·. cro:sSing:.:1n~·opin:[ont::, 
.• '" • 'w,' , . . ". 

is a. move entirely. in, i·he' wrong direction. . The Co~S:S-~6n';ri':,<:". . 

eOnlUatent pol:reymust ben(}t to 111:f;rod.l1hi. n,",il.~~t~'b1it'/ 
'to eliminate 'as, many .of the e:x:tsting;'ones:as<m8.Y;:·bep:otis1p.i~';:.<AIJ""::;·· . 

". \ '. • ' .. " • ' '., '. • > • ,:":~'I"'; . .: ': .,"., '; , ". . ',: 

~ numerousotheroas9S·· of tliiS .. :kind thetheOryWa.8'~<lnnd~:~i:'.······· 
.. ' ... ' :.:"\;:' 

one '.' witnssa: ,that, 8. mtt1tip11cs.tion·6f:igrad~cros'S'1nga· YO-a::id.:~:8<>,:t,O:'2~:' ..... ' 

speak~ .. t.end·.·. to,. ·ai.lut~'· .. the .• danger··'e.n& 'he.Zard ... :t~, ···P&rSona;::£l.~;;:~~~i.~:(~~:.,.':>. 
It is' maintained •• ·th.ereiore~tlW.t,'·8;.:" ~±:tu.;,: ', .. 

, " . , , ,~. .' ., .,' 
.,,'. 

ation,where.olle . hnndxed':p eo:ple uaeon~. erad~()rO,sa;ng.p:er'a.e:y;:!s,:' 

more dsngerotUlthazii:f' these one' hundred' ;eop~e.: we:re;:di"~~i"b~~'~'d;'~:'; .:'" 
overtengradearossingS.Thisthedry'1~' wr:~ni'·in· Prln~1p:i~",,\ilJ.~;; 

:;., I,", '. :',,,'\: 

is not b:orne ou't ·oy.th& fa(Jts~ and. there :fa.;n6 ·dO:ubt'·'1xii my,'·m1nd:'·::. 
." ... ," "', , .. ' ,,",. '" 

~.>,,,, .\.,' '. '.''''. 

tha~:e'V'ery" additional. grade: Qross1ng.eon8t1tutes'.a.n:.t..,d<l.1.~fOD8i~.::./··· 
" '::',. " .. " .. ", .'" ,- \. : .. , '.",.".,:,', ..... ".:<.,'.,.,\ .. /,.,::"<.~.:::'~:.',:.,:.,>:'~,,::.'~::.:-::.'.:':.';:,':"'" .. ::, 
~er: tOh~. ~life~, .. '· .<. '. ." ... :,: .... ".; '.' . 

- .,.' "i ','" 

. ··TheC·cSmmisSiOIlhs.;S heldrepeatedlyihB.t :it'i·Wiri:;,grantf<, 
- ' . .. ".' < "" .. 

permission :f:or'ne~ gnLde erossings' only"wh9ni.tiaoi$~l:-iY~h~~ 

that a. real·need.~orsuoll·a. croSs1nS ens,ts. 

need must. be weighed. agaillst"the ad<li t:10Dalda~~i--arid'.h,zard::tll&t '.' 
. . , ..' "'. " . , ' ' " "'." ~, . 

this oaSJanabsQlute~::ne:O;ess1ty .for'thia·erOS81llgd:()'esnot:'.e:X:i:$.~;.t· 
I reeommend:to .theCi-ty:of'RiOhmo.n~~~t.1~· ::a;e&ke"~~W;)'»,::;:,:.'.:· ...... . 

desired reii&f. not -DY establishing new 'CrOS81~B. 'a't ~d.e~~n'·~h1.~:' :, :':':":' 
, .,' ,~, ::< .~,r_C"., '. 



,',\' 
. :". 

neighbOrho:od,.~ut .. ·b'ywo.:rkingoutPlaxi.s;:formald:J:lg·,:tlle']iacidonaicf: . 
, , • <. '. ,. • ,,\ ~ • '.' : ,: • , • ".\', ' • '. ,:;, .,' '.' ":, c' ,: ~ ',-,., , 

AvenUe Subway ·a:d&q1iatea.nds~e ••. '. T.amo'!'tlle .. o:pinf()ii:t:6at~:s.uCli:·': 

pJ.8llS .. oanbe.per.feoted, and the "C9~$S'10nWf~ib·~:.:~:La·d·~6.'~~.:·C>:f.:·.;::. 
, . .' . , " ~ . ',:..:, , ... ;' "'>:":":',, ... ' '" .. : ,:/" . 

. S'Q.ch assista:nces,s.itmay in thi.S matter.. 
":I,'recOmmend the' ~o11ow~ng: o:ra.~r.~ •• 

" ": 

. '. " '. 

ClfiOF RIamtOND, D.S.v:tng.made: a.PPl1.08:t10n:to.the::':C~~~::. 
'. ~ ', ... ' . 

miSBionior penussion to. c.onstrnet:a:nd.ma.1ntaJ.D.a:;Sn;,de.o,tos.s1D.g·. . ... ; .. 

. ::::::.::::,:.·:::h:i :: ·:Gf::;:3tiii!!,;.':;':·· 
:forni&:~ said:' er ossing being shewn on .:t:he·.rri&p·':~&o,6D1lJ~;Ds:i.tlie:,&P~<·· .... 

,', ' ,' ... ,' .. ' ':' " , . ':: ,', ' :'," '" '," ,':", , ',.,,''<'':'" ",":"".<':<~." .. ,:> .. , 
p~i6s.t,ion;. $d.a I>ubliohea.ringhe.viXJ.g.:'been ·he.l<t,8Jid:tEtsti~o~:·:· 

," ... ', 
baving been t·a.ken;.8Jld it app~a.r1ng:to·tb.e .. COmmfsSi o:O..'·~l:W;t:·.said· 

applioat1eli sho:a.ldnet. be' graniied; 

If. IS HEREB! '. ORDERED,' .• ThatssidappJ;1cation: ,be:':~d>"~h'e, 
. . ,. . . . ' .. 

same is. he.re.by derlied without prejudice •. 
. -,.:. " 

.' . 

9:'he.foregoillg,'op1mon and order· ::~re,hereby~:p.pr().ve.d:.:aD.d., 
., , '. I.' ' ",' J".'" ''', • ',,'.'., ,"." ';' 

ordered:filed:as the. Opi:D.ion· and. 'Ord~r: ~f:~tll.e: Ra:rlr~&d·'doIIImiSS:1~n ....... . 
o£ tli.Stat.of -C&11±o ~ia.. •• . ..",,:/ i, 

Da. ted a tS~ Franci s·co .,cali:;orma:·, 1ih1S~"Q:>·ii;:':··:.· . .... ....> 

of.:December:,1914. ,,' 

-~"""'W""~---'~::;.c;~~~~;......~~·· ::.;::.' 

.~§ijiif!;;s~c;":c'::;: 

., ~~>~.~i{:, 
"I'.;;'"'' 

-4-


