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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSIO~N O]~ TEE S1:A~" 

" ,,' , 

.. In- the mat·ter· of the application ). 
of' the Wll1 t.tier Rome ~e-lephone; & . l· 
T:elegra:ph COmpany fo·r an order 1 
authorizing the extension of sex-) vice. ) 

AppllcationNo:.· 1334." 

.' 

A.Wardms:n :for applicant. , 
.Arthur, Wxight .for .C'oYina Rome T:elephone' 

end Telegraph C¢mpany~ 
A. :8 • Silawe.nd John G. Mott; .for.Pa~1fic 

Telephone and Tele'graphCOmpany. . 

'\ . ,': 

El)GERTQN ~ 'Commi sai oner. 

~,s'iB- an appl.icationbY "Whi'ttfer Home S!el:&:Ph~ne;;and" 
Telegraph C::ompe.ny for a certific,ate· that public', conven1encEt&l:d,:'i ,. 

necessity require the exercise of rights and:pr1v1le.gae1lide-:r a" 
. . ," 

franehl6,e heretofore granted by the C'ounty o:f'r,oS.A:ngeles. :tor the. " 

installation and operation of', a, telephone 'system in :ter:J:.1torY. , •.•. , 

in Los ··.A:ngele:s. County which ·1.s known e;S···N,orth~:ttt1~r.':a:~1ght;':, .... 
Monte-bel:to and ~trero Heights;.., . . '. .,.' . . ..' .,.:' .... • ... 

.As; x&s.pec;ts the North Whittier. R'e:tghts·terrltory;. 

Cenna Home· T.elephone and TelegraphC:Qmpany objeets: 'to: the:' 
granting: of the ap;plicatioll, and. as to. the Monte:beliote~ritory: .. 

Pac·ifie T.elephone . and 1elegreph ~mpanyobjeo,t.g. ',..... ..~. ..-.' 
" ,-~ 

North Whittier Heights is a. tract of' land re.'CElntly· 

C'Utup into lota snd is loca.ted a-oont three miles: from,thet.own· . 

of Wllittiu, and. about a mile' and. one-hsl:f'·fromthe tOw.D.O:f<::E:t1ente .. 
'. ',"" ,'" ,',.:'. ." , U'" ' J" ,-" 

COVina Home T.elephone.and T'elegra:p:h O:ompany. hag· .. ex:-
. '. , ,",' , 

tended its lines to Puente and is, ready and will:l.ng; to serV'e, with . . , .'. . . 

telepho'n:e. se~vice the territory here· invol:ved. ..It 

~". 



c b'jeets to Whi ttier, Rome Telephone and Telegraph <rom18nyoom:rng,~,'.' " 

into, this. territory. ," 
",. . . 

'Whittier Home' ~elephone ,and 1elegraphCOmpany~pe;,itS8:: 
," " ," ..' .' , " .. ~'. 

, princiJ?ally' in and about the town of 'N:h1t,tfer: 8lldi~ ptO:pos~to:::::<" 

,extend. i't8: lines :tnto this ne,wterritory; andela:ims;that,ft.,:' 

,Will, satiafy So pro,no:aneed. demand 'for SElrvio~ ,i:t' It,, 'b,~ al.ld.wed':to, 
".. ". \::"', '. '; , 

c.o "this .. 
, .. ;" 

!ChereiS'tlothe re involved: the' ,ques:tiOzt" ot, wh&the~:'8Ji' , 
..... , .. , 

invad.i:cg company sballbesll.owed,:' to ente:I',the: territorY,i, of ,',::, ,." 

anoth&r ,. thus duplicating anexie.t1ng:/tel&phOne 'System"bu:t',,:l'&the:r: 

weha.ve:praaentedrival e:la.1ms of' two 'c·o~aD.ie8:' toa:give~,terrl.;-:: 

tory.ne,1ther of wh1ch,hB.ve really entered'this,;territo~Y'W1;th:\' 

aerviC$'. It is. true' tha:t the crovina dOmpanyha8::~lia:~ '" 
.. ",' "" 

"" 

traat, and is anxiGusand willing to: ge.t c:'U.s.tomers,1n'tiiiS';trs;'ct.~ 

but :r,tcannot be said that it now>has ,a plant,1ns,ts:lJ:ed:aJ:id::ls< . . '. , , .. 
serving ,this territory. ~ere" are not 'over 251'O'8&:1b1."," 
oonsumers loes.t&din the dis1'ute:d territory,'bu.t.theeV~clen.~9., 
shows: 'that this' traot :baa 'beenprcmot,&'clla:rgely tbrOu.ghtll~< :::' . 

§if8ftR a1 ~~,gid~t1~! af waf t,ti M' . M.d . thir~ QeQmg lo,be') '~~ ,ery .' · 
.'" . 

active. sentiment. on the pe.x-t o'fth.e.~tt.'1er :peo:p~e:tD.·-ia;vor oct. 

" ".' 
" . 

as: to whether th1a;trso:t; was really econom:t:callyand1ri.:& 

busi.ness sense conne.etoo· w1.th Whittier, c:ort:na. or .. Pu.ente..,and 
one of ·the qo.eet1ons that the C'onimi~aion was: aakedt'o,de;Cide·'····· 

was which Of,. these towns was topog:r:aph:!eally' lJlostconrieo,te.d:: .. '.' .. , . \" . 

with 'this .. traet .. 
"1,- .' 

The C'ovma CioDtpany urgea ~pon'our' attention' an 

he:r~tofore me.:.:de bY,the C'.ommiBsionau thoriziIlg· 
'" . . '. 

and. -oonde for the purpose o:f bUil,<tttig:,s:':pia.nt·i~. Pllent'e,the-' 
~ '. • • " ,. • " .0 " • • • • .' '." i • ': "" ' _ _ .' -1', '. ",: - " , 

authorization providing for the expenditure of$lO.:OO(},'£'or'sllO:D, 

:plant. 



refuge the Whittier Oomps.ny permission. to come into the trsO:"t 

a mile end a hal:f from the town of Pue:nte,ss the' C:ommiss,ion 

has: b;y j.ts authorizat,ion encoUl'aged the ,C.~v:tDa C:om:pany to msk8 
. . : 

the, above expendi turEt, and in' e£:!e:ot this company has: been led 

to believe that it will be proteo:ted in serving thi's terrltor~. ". 

This latter contention may be. d.1sposedo:f at onQ:e:,.8:s, even 

conoeding that the C:ommission! s actio:n in perDdtt:tng: the:tssu~ee' 

of· stooks and bonds can be oonside'r&d. an india'ation of the Com-

mission's w111::tngneSS' to protect the' company in serving' s, Siven ' 
. . 

cOIDmllnity, at ill the ,authoriza.tion as to the e::r.:pend1turein<Puente, . 

ommot be held to, indicate e: willingne:88: to protect. this, company 

in serving an unlimited or indet'ini t.e- terri tory. acupled with 

this is the fac:t· that the Covina. C:Ompany Manot e:o:tusllyextended 
. , .":~';' 

into this trae;t. 

It· is cona:e<Ied that the service, o:fferedt.h1s-teI"iit,bri .. ' 

by the C<rv1na and the ~ttier COmpa.nies is, differ-ant, at le!:t.st; . 
, . " .:'" .. 

in this r&a;peet, that the 'i'lhittier Company o:fferss. servie-e' ior.· .' 
eo local Tate- to the town of Whittier. ~i~i'~'O:f co 1n' I!e . isno~ .. .., . " 

. .. . '", 

is used,. Ylhittier could only 'be reached through a ,long dii:rtsno.e 

service which would invol va: an addi tions.l rate:,. . 

~e C¢vina: Company urges ti:lB.:t· even though this s:ervice-
. "". 

to Whittier at local rateis is offered. theoff'er is aoonomica11y 

mlso'D:lld, and. that unless telephone compame's in Sou.th~,:z:-n. Ca2i-

forn1a. are ohecked in their present course of providing ,tel&.-

pb,()ne se:rvill'tt OVer long distanoe-at loea1 ra"tEtSl,ba.nlcrllptcywfll· .. ··, 

re~ul tt or at least serious fipancial d1:fficulties .. 

:fo.:rther -n:rge'd to consid.er that· the Commi'ssi on ought to lay d.own eOlIl~ 

rule O:r standard upon wh:tehto base 8: d.1a.ti~c,tion between iong. , ... 

dist8nc& and-local serviee; so.'.that for a given·d1s.ta~C"~10ng,di8tan~8· 
" . . ' 

sexvie:e.should be provided wi th:a: properl'atethe.re:fo~, . . 

-'.'" . 

other given. dis·tances. looal.service should be provided, thus draWing> '. 



~o:re any: J:"Uleac.o:nlclbe.laid· dOWJl:f;or': 

this. purp<>se,. however t a. ve:ry'thorough inqu:try ~~tu.a . 
, . 

haTe to be mad:e and there' ha$ not bee-n etiff±ciient· 

evidence. offered in this ca,se, upon whiehtoa:.et. i~ 
", '," '>':" . ,. , 

very important matter of dis:tingm,Shitig ,.betw6:enlong·· 

di8ta.no~e and local·serviae. 

If this could' be done at' this:, time, 

much dif'fi cul ty would b.e. a:vo·i deel and . a; more. &equitable' ..... 

sPreading 0:[' the . burden of paying for: telellJlone ~v1C'e 
.. ',' . ' 

. . . 

overlooks·d 'that. we are hare: comront'edwith. e,n:·off.'er .... 
from. a. raspons,1ble tele:phonecomllSXl.Yto g1 Vtt 10~ai:~ar-'< 
v.iae. at local rates to this. territory, 8nd,1t:·o13:ano1;. 
be concluded' :from the eVi,deno&:,'in" this. oaa&tll~'ttb.e 

ratas here propos&d areo!' nece:aS:1ty unremt1l1exat:rve~ 

and tha~ "the present consUmers:.would l:l!tT.Et'.~ to b-e8r an 
undue burcte:n in order to '. suPPOrt' this nevi sexv1o:e,.' 

Really the Obj&et1on:to'the.. gr8.'.O.tmg'.o£:·t~8 
",. 

a.pplice.tion mus.t be: based. on the beJ.1ef· ,that-the' e:rten~ 

sion of' this lo~ 1lb.1t,t1eraervia:e". tot:b.:is.te.rritory: 

will result-in a. loss'of pro.spec:tivelongd18:taD.aeitbl18~· 
.~ . . . ".. 

:Because ,if the Wh1 ttier C'ompany ,1 s: ka~,t ~t: .an~ the'., 
, ' 

crov1na: Company cover.s this: terrt,t.orYrlth 'ita8~rvi'ce 

the subscribers in thisc tract. wfll have to'U8(ft~e 
distance', in ordex- to reac.b.w:hit,tier ... 

4 



I am not impressed with :thecontentiontb8;~'the;dit:fere:nc~ 
, .. . " '" " . ", . ',.' 

between either the' servioe·or rates of 100al' and long. :dis.tano;e;te'ie·~(·· 
'", . .,.' '",.', 

phoning, Will determine whether Whittier, Covina. or Puente'is.tlie; 

city most closely tied to this communftyin a busineS:s. Way~ 
.' :,' ",' >, '. 

reSidents of .this traet desiring to maintain business c6niieCt.io~8 .' 

WithWb.ittier ~ll do so, regardless of- a compar~ti.velY sli~htiri- .. ' 

creas.e iJitelephone toll. 
- . 

and. 10c:al. rates i'orbusiness: communications' between'Whittier and: 

this·tre.etwill·not be suffic·ient to direct the:s.treani. 
. , , . . 

~ere are so ma.ny other po.te·nt andinfluentialfae~org 

the coUZ'.ee- of. this business that this ·elementwo:o.ld·be 

able: .. 

. I believ.e, there.iore, that whe:r&the 

o:tfera to . .enter this: te~ri tory not now. -aQ;tuallY~CCUPiect-:~y<any 
other tele'p~one.c0lD.1lany and to produQ-e- to:. aubscTib'er-s the;e~· 
serviee connec:te:d With, the 'ihittier &xchangeat-:the:'loca:l·;a.tea: .......... . 

that it should be s110w:adto eto so', a:c.d, .... of' course;, itwouJ.d:.· '.' 

:follow: that if the aovinaCompany.ean ·fi.ndaubseribers·of'th.i~·· .. 

88llls' tract 71illing "to take it.s· service; connected dirao:tlY with 
. . 

the towns, of Puente'and CCvina that it. alaoshould ,be 

se-rve this,ter:r;itory. 

It must be und erst 0 o.d '. that. wlla.t has'._ he re:to.:fore- bee!);' 
, . -

said does not in any way c onfiiet With the doctrine: here:tofore -' ... 

laid down by this CommiSSiOll"that where' e. publf ~'lltility aoml'any 
is :properly serrtng ag:tv.en te.rr:tt,orya:t~ r.eltSonS:ble rlttes~;an~tb.~ ....... . 

~ompany offering:. alike service will notb-e al!.owe·a:· toent~,and.· 
. " . " .. 

compete. ~ediatinction here Dl5:de is ,tbat. the:servie:e · .. of':fe.rad.',. 
is: a. diff'erent service at lower mte& than that wbicli is offsr.ed .' 

by the Covina; ~mpa.ny, and furthermore ,:it must "bel':~ember8:ci 
, .' ."'.:'. . 

that. the.C:ovina., Comp&ny does not now: B-etuallyse:rv& this:' te:~r:i·tOl:Y. 

appllesnt. is now servings: :parto! thetov.in oi,Mont~~; 
'" ',.-' . '",' .' 

'belto~ out it has nOt hads. fre.:.tJ.c-hise: permi ttingitso, to dO~ 



" '",', 

It has now obtained such s; i'rancb:1Be and. we are e;sked:to 
',I, . ',. 

tl:.e exercis:&of the rJ;ghts and pr1vilege:8 there:under., Pae1!ic 

~le,phone and. 2elegraph Co~ps.ny ob;je~ts to a:ppllcantbeingall.o~~:d~' 
" ' . 

. . ' 

to ext:end its service to new subsoribers or new" territorywitblxi .. 
.. , " .' '., '. ' 

the town 0'£ Montebello~ in other' words:,. tofncres:s8: ·1t:a buaine:88: 

in this territory. 

now serv&8 the :me:.:or, portion of this town wi.th:[ts't~ie.Ph6%1.e. 

service. applicant only having 8: feW' :ph~nes in .,UBe. '. " .l:p~i:[08:nt. 

os W1111Ilg tha.t its business. be' confined. tc]resent 
, it was: atatEtd thet, it was not :tts:rntentiontocompe:te: w1th,~:r:£:1O: . 

~elepb.on6 ancl~elegrs:p·hCoDlpany in the' tOlmo! Mont~~ell:O~'ana:·tha.t. . ' ' . , ", ,.',' '/ 

its prinoipal purpose' was to lega1:t~e its.:pres·entbue.ines.a fu:':1ihat' 
, '" ' . ""' .. 

'to?m by-obtaining the:franchiae and the perm1SBionofthis'C:OIll-

mission to exero:i&~rlght.a and pr1vi~egeB thereund.er. 

Irac.ommend that- this a.:ppl1ca.tion:be grsnted'withthe, ' 

pr.ovi80 tbat as. to the town of Monte:bello: the rightS: and pr'1v:l;": " 

leges: UIl.derthe :frs.nchi8'e~ obtained by app:l.icant fI'om .. the. CountY 
. ' 

, . . 

of Los Angele:s :shal:t be limited t.O the. presentbusinesabefng 
, ,,' 

by". app'Uc:ant' 1ns:rdct town~ 

" .. ,' . 

0, RIl'ER" --'-'-'-' 
J:ppl.ieation having been made by Whittier iome2~lepho:ne 

andT"elegra)?·h CompanY :f'or a oertiii'oate ,'o£'publie oonveIli&ll~~:,and:\ 

necess±ty~ and a public hearing ~~:r:Ilg bE:lenh$ld\t,and'1t.':8:ppe~.1D8' . 
, • , • ". ." < •••• 

to th~c:ommission tha:t.sa1d. applieationShoUld.' be. gr&Ilte4:and;r,:~', " 

·the cond,11;icns he-reina:fte.rset out.,.. 

IT' ISEEBEBy ORJ)EBEJ) ANJ):DEaLIBxn·by the:RailroadCom-. 

mission of thestat~. of aa:I.ifornia that. pubiio C:o'n-v:enienoeanci' . 

neoeesi tyre:quire- and wil~reCft1ire the exercia~ofr1ghts: ~~, .' · 

privileges bY'Wlli tUer Rome· ~ele:ph~ne: and'.~el~gr8.Ph,Compariy:.m1d8r, 
. " ";" 

, :',.' 



that ~1n franchis.e granted. sai.d .company .by .the~ Super.-n:aoJ::80.:r: 
"""'" 

Los .A:ngele-s:COun ty, .which said franohi.se 

munbere:d 371, .& copy -of whiohis on :file'here1n~:r~erence 

is he:raby ma.d&;. 
',' , 

" :" ' , ' 

rusorder i8 made upon the eond1t1on tha.t.the r1ghts8l1d:' 
'. . 

privileges "QD.der said franchise· shall be exe.ro:i8~d:rn:thetowno:f:· 
. . 

, , . ' ',' ' , 

Montebell.ooxlly to the extant; of perm1tti.ng .. 'Wh1tt1;e:r l!Ome 

and. . ~elegra;pheompe.ny to continue to s:erVeit,s preaent· 

in 88:1dtown with a. telephone serv.:io:flt.· 

S!b.a foragoing opinion anti ord.er are here-by s.ppro_~ed::.~d. 

ora.er&d..f1led as· the. opinion and. or.der of .the: Raiiroadcrommis~6~'.~. 
"', ' 

of' the.'s:tat:e of Cal 1:rornia • 

. Da:.ted &t Sari .. Francls<lO.· . California, th1 • . ~:24<.i 
""", 

• • I ,," • 

o:f"))e:aember. 191~._· .' 
... , . ~ . 

t . /~~ 'rc="-\-'" .,.",,-, 

·····c:!!?~~ff!t;-:\;$) 

~." ' 

, .... ' 


