
J)ecision No. 

In tile ~ tte:!' of the Commis.sio:o.Ts ) 
inv.estigation i:'lto the safety of .) 
t:c.ei:c:terlocking plant known as ) 
the '"Gollien. G'a t·e . ~o we r 1'\', in Oak- } 

·.@· •. ~.~··~~I~I[·.··· •. ·· 
Ca.se. 1~0 •. '741.: 

")"'~d CQ'if-'o""'n-i~· J' 
-~-, ~- - - -~. . - . } . . .. . . .. . ,' ... " .... ' .. ~ .'- .• , ...... ,. ..... ' .. 

Geo. J). S'lui:res., for So-o.thern <PaciiicCompany; 

U. T. O~otfelter~ for The . .itc:b..ison, ::o:2eki··~,d. santa 
·.3.ailwey . Company.' 

.,.0 .... ..;., - .... 0::, r"1 -f'o·_"'" C.; +iY 0"-_;" .Oa'T..:-... .l.an· ~'.' of) ......... ~. ~ .... -,: - ........ -_ .... 

GO;u.,~N ,. CO!!lclissioner, 

OPINION;. 

This' case was i7:lStitu.JGeQ.-' on tbe',Commis:sionls ·o:w.n 'initiati~e':':': 

to illvestisa te tile situation at"~:he"TfGolo.enG.s.tetr'. interloc1dr..g·to:w;e.r, 

of t:heSantaFe and.Sout1:ern?acific·-coClpauies,tbe. co:nQj~~iOn:·'Of,.-wf,:tc'l1~;,: 
';'. :~'.: . ." . 

0'1" the Quart'erly ?erior:nance Sheets filed by the carri'erun.d.er';·,ttle:'< 
reor .. ireClents of the' Commission IS General0ro.er lJUmber3'Z",wa.~::'in.d&;':; ..... ' "", ' .' ,";" .,', .. "'" " , 

. . . '. ~ '. 
cated.· t,o. be 'ir. an ".ms,aie. and.. mlse:tis:factol"Y cond.ition.~:':9Ub,l:~~;;,"; .'.::. 

hearing washelc.'in t:c.ismatter, atwi:.icJ:.' e.l'li~terest0a: ,.:.\ 
>.' ~. " 

iiower·is l.oc&..teo.at tlle 
,'.', .',." .. : 

junction'o,:£' tne, Ss.nta"F'e·~;s:~"" 
.. ', " 

. ..' ,,':, '. ' ,('" ~. ,:\' . '~:' .:.<;i'" "':-':' ::. ".::' 
tb.e 't::-ac}.:s'is at tile j'u.nction·of' stan:tcrd..A.ven~e. ana: Lo;well, st:cee:t,,~. . ,,' . ' , . '. , ~: ".' ' .. 

"',,'. 

where .Stanford. jl:venu.e is occupied. by two' tracks of /che·','sou;t1~f~:,:. ," 
Pa.cific· co,c!,s.ny> an9. LO'rlell street by. ,thesi!lgle~ra.,ck l:tne:b·#, 

," 

Sa.:ute ~e. ~:c.:ts:'91a.nt ~as origina.llY bu.il t and. paio:: 

trs;cks of' tile Southe'rll :?aciiic·COmya.~yat thls~o~nt~'· , Later' 
San Francii~o ~ Oakland. ~er~inaliailweys: o'Uilt:'t:heiro.oubletrao:k .' 

. " '.," . : ..~ , .' . . ,',' ':' .'<.: ,': "." o· 

kc.own as tlleSacraeento street Line" e;p:proxima tely ,paTalleli:a.g': t'h~;~~:, 
" 



2 

santa Pe, ac:ross tb.eSou"'.:;:he~ ?~c·ificne$.r thisp·oint. 1r.o.en :the .. 

~~ :2rancisco, Oa.kland. Terminal Railmiytstra.ck -cra.s laid. itnas 
the inte:clocki::lg pla.nt should. be. remoa.elec. to pe.tmit' 

the operation of the San Francisco,Cs.klg;nd Terminal Railwa:ts~tre.ins 
" ",' 

'oei:ng controllee.. 'by' the o:pers;tor of the tov:er. 'The pla.n,l~:,ildweve:r,.,.·:· 

ws.s beco:ni::1g 010.. &no. ins..dequate s,:t.nce t1e Southern?&:c ific 

i=:cressec.thenumber of functions> ol'eratedthere:ln, ana.- it 
' . .; , 

I ,." 

"by ~J:.e o:t:f:tc;ts.ls of t:ae t:hree ::tri.'teresJced re:tlrosds t:b..-9.'t s. nevi tower' 
- . 

ano. inte!'locking :91s.nt shoule. oe built ana. that this new. fac-l:lityS110:0J.d; 

be of .Uloo:.ern cOlls1iru.ctio::l s.no. ,provide :for 'ps.s·s~e o:f ell t;.:s:;:tll;;' over'_ 
.. , 

t1le intersections Ulla.e:r- :protectio:c.. 

15, 1912,. ana. prOvided. fully for cons·tr'Uctioll, maintenance, .. c]ers:t.ion,: ... ' 

ana. d.ivis:t.O!l of ex-pense ofthecos't of t:c.is:pla.nt.: It. 

fa.ctsc..evelopec.. a.t. tile' hea.:ci::..g,. efter 

"oe'tween the reJ?resentitives of t:hecoai:penies, somedisagreeUlentsit():,: 

d.ivision of expense end ti:e Yiord.inB of elinor clauses ther:ein.cauS-ea'~a:· .••.. 
long delay aric. c.UZ'ing· the ;l.'nterim.the : financial cc:ddit:tonO;:Z;t.he~~ii:; 

".,' . , 

Ere.ncis:co, Oa:lland. Term.inal R~lways. liea.c11s.n.gea. so . thati~ien tAe. . '. " . 

agreet::lent or cO!l..'tract was finally·execu.ted: byt:h.eoffic1:s.1s.;,oftlle:.ill":,,, .. 

teresteo.railroad.s the San :E'rar_cis co ~ Oekland: S:.eroinal Raiiwa.YS~s 
u.nable to finds-ufficient money·topeyi t·s s:1la.re of tlie.6Xl)·ense. T".o.e . 

!:!lS.t,.l. ... er ";';"as ';"Q~-en u.1) -ov .... ne San ~"1"O'Ylc';<:-"'-o Oakland. me"1"1'I'Iin°io~';"c .. o"j;:~ '1,/'-"'-7'- _'''' v. _ -'~- _t."I ........ . ,. 4.,.;: ___ w "'-""" .. :'" J..,J..._ ...... """"'-'-Q-': 

first With the Sou.t:c.er!!. ?a.cific Conr.Qany a.nd. thEm 'i7:Ltb. the "Sante. F:'e;.ixi.· 

an endea:vor to get t1:.e~ to :Jay the necessa.ry cost oft1-SsplSZl.:ts.nd';to,,' 

T'er'tinal' Railways when it r..s.d. fundS' available. 
," .... '" ',.' 

southern ?a·cific Com.:pe.:o.y msnifested considerable rel'l:~"tance 't:obuila; a 

:91ant O!l. this b~sis end the matter draggea... 

sentatives ofti:etbree com:panies met and in.· ~'Cler:lorana."Wll·aireemeri~, 

i!1terpreteo. a.no. am~lifiea. that !,ortioI! o:f tile agreemento::f .b.ugust,'15~ 
~ . .,'. " ':. '," 

1912, perta.i1ling to the d,ivision of ti:e expense o:f'-ti1:.e new plent~ 
, . 

~.Q.ile these :n.egotia tions were being carried. ori. the.saritape 
, ", "".'. . . 

a.nd. So ...... ther:n ~aci:f:tc co:n}?ariies did. not 'i7is:h to spend. any m.ore>,mon~y .' 



t:han was necessary on tee !$intenance of'tllis;pla.nt~for:tl1e, ,reason' 

t:!:lat SilC:h moneys 'Would oe lost "':hen, the new.pl.ant::'Was :tiIJ2.11yc6ns.t~~c£-
, '..,' _ <' '", >- ,',\ ".", .,',' "':,' "i ""., .. 

ea.. Tile So~thern, ?ac,iiic Com.:pe.nY:t :b:owever~ a t.lew tD.onthsago::d.::i:a;,s::p~nd 

co=.sia.ers.ble ' m.oneyfor ex:gea.i ting the pass'~;:' ofit~' ',o,'ViIltrsins~;but;' 
thl.s expense :has been' in line wit]. thetwilicht7oula, "be1ncuXrea.~6'Y:t1::.e' 

construction of the neVi plant, and. theiUilctionS,:i~~ta.l1ea.,~iii.~,~t ~",,', '. 
, " ....... "' ' 

see:ns~ most of the::n. be usef"i1l when the new ~'lant is built. 
,"-.' 

=-.c.ere is no q'O.estion regaz-,c.irig t:i:le co-no..i tion ofthls pla:lt~ , . 
, ' 

Re:presentatives oft:he' three companiesaa.niittea. that 'the s:iti:v;.tioIl. 

:present <78.S fu?ngerot4S and. the.ta new interlock~g:pla.ntshou.id.'b:eci~n;" . , '. \ '.' 

structed. at this ooint.· ... 
~tter o'! find.i:::lg the :noney on the ~art of t:c.e Sa!lFranci~:c,o~<OikJ.and 

Termi:c.al?a.ilways to finance the satle. 

tion. mad.e regard.ing the ::!lan:::le:r of ·the d.ivisio:c. of eX"gense:b-etWeer. 

t:aree companies interested., ana. I see no reaso:o.-r:rq this divisl.onof· 

eA"Pense as ou.tline.a. in the r:lemora.:n.o..uCl ssreement)m:entio~~Q:p're~iouS~'Y,,: 
.. ,' 

anc.,in cOl'1..~.ec~ion with the agreeoent of ';;'t;guSt ,15, 19l2:t filed.: assn 

exhibit in thi,scase, .should. not obtain. 
" . 

On December 3, 1914, tlle Sall-Fra.ncisco, Oakland. Terminal p.a.il-

ways filed wit::c. theCo:n::tission e :petitio:o. to amend an .order of t:ae . . . 

Cot:ll:lission previously issued so that money coru.o.. .. be secured"amo,ng·· 

other thir~s, for the construction of'. th:l:sinterlocking plant, by means . 

of promissory notes. '::h1s j?ertniss'ion was gra.nted· tileID: on. :De-cembei ' 

21,. 19:14, in :Decision' 2019, and. the CO:!lr!lis'sion !-..&s conseq;uently gone'as' 

far as it c~to enable this Company-to secure the mo~ey fort:b.i's 

struction. Since there is, no questior.; but what these crossings. 

find. SOCle means to' pay for'· their just s'hare of 
, ,: 

of s"c'ch ~rotection.:: .. - , 

stan.:ford. 1..v-e!l.~e runs :parallel., as ::;>reviou.sly st&teo.., .. "i1i t.h .. 

t:b.e tre,cks oft:b.e Southe:rn ?s.cific Company. and crosses the tra..cks of 



, , . 

t:he Se.nte.· Fe 'a!!Q. the San Francisc:o~ O$.k1e.n~' Terminal?..3.ilwayS: 

immed.ie.te vicinity of this ,i1:.terlocking :plent.;6iiis:rQ~c.·cr6ss:iilg:> 
is st present protected. 'by So crossi'ng,oell. I 'believe whent:hen'eW.~\ 
interlockin.gplant is' i::lstalled. tha.t t:his c:rossing:9ro.i~ectio'f s:b.O'O.:l:~: 

remain,. &no. tl1at tbee):pense of s~ch, lilstsl1it:t.o::isholIlcr.r,;,e::borne.£.y 
", , 

the Sal:ta Sa, a.na. the Se.n Francisco ~ 'Oakl8,nd, Termbs.i :aai1.wa;ys~'ine;St:O:o.ch 
, .. '; 

ss the .. tracks 0,:: these' two cO!n?e,nieSa18!lear~cl'OSsed.b,ythis;~'V'~n~~,~: 
, "" .. ', '" "" '" '. ,,' ,', .... 

".,' ,",'. ',," 

IrecoClClenc. the :foll,o'Wingfo!-rn., of' ora:er:, 

---.-"-

~:b.e Comrdss1on,on its o"i1!l.,,:tn5:.tis:tive,1la.v:tng 

cone.itions 8. t the i:6.te,;rlocking :plant,' kO.oTIn ~s 

,situ.s,:te<i at LOwell street ~c. Stanfor,a. Avenu.e, 

of t!i.e tracks oft:he Southern ?s.cif:Lc Company , 
,'" .:' 

.s:tcnison, ~o:p,eka end. &>..nta Fe Railway co6:panys.n&'s8.:Q: Frencisdo,~'", 

Oakland. ~'e~min.al ~a:tlways, ana. a pUblic hearing havill&:,b.~e~hel;d.~;'ana' , 
• • ,., .' <, '. ,. ",' 

. its.:;?peari:ng tile't the present p1a;£ iSinS;.iequ:;.t~alla::un.ss:t.e~~>s:s~,~d~,.; 
, ' . 

t:b.s:t the me:n:c.er of tlle division of cost of thiSinterlo;~gpi~t: 

~sbeen. :previously a.greed. ulJon 'bet7:een. the interest,e:dpa:r~i~s"'o:t{a,' 

ossis wllie:A is fair and: e~ui taole, in the a.gre~~ent 'oiA.ugtl$!t15,~ 

1912,. and t'b.e ~e!'1lora.nc:ut:l agreeo.ent accot:l.pany;tngsa:roe~ 
, ' 

I::: IS 'h~y ORD3l.~, ~:he.t San1l'l'ar.cisco,. Oek1and. ~erminaJ.,: .••. 

Ra.i1-;;s,ys, S{l'c.therr. ?a~'ific Co~any and The Atchlson,. To:pekaend,sant~:; .• ".'.' ..... . 

Fe Ra:tl~y Coc:.:gany '0.0,. wit:r..in si~ (6)m.onthsfro:n t:c.e a:a;teo.:f· 

oraer,. lx.stelJ. ana. place in6perationa.:first-cls.~s, s'tanCl.s;d 

l.cckiDg ple.nt to protect t:Ce crossing of the' tracks of So:ti:thern. 

Pacific GOJ:!l)8.ny viit:h t:c.e track of ~he;.!;tcti;on, Topeka ana.,sa,nta.:,Fe 
Rail-:rey CO~:9any and.. Sen Fxs.:c.cisco ~ oe.1Ua.ncl' Ter:r.inal R&:L1.~ys~Sai;~' '.~. 
illterlock:i.Dg :9~nt to be bu.ilt and operateo.. in, ecco.r.o.ance· Wi:t':b.>t:ae;",,"t:e;~ 

ofthisCommissionfs Genera.l Ord.er Nu~ber 3S'. 
" .'; 



. ' 

~:heexpe:oseof cO]lS;truct,ing :tll~ ::glantshall 'be 

accorda;:ice :m.tJ::t:a~s.gree~e!l.there:tfbef6're',nie!J:tione<l;s.n6.·?A~eQ>~~·:'-
~\ . 

.i"Ug-v.st -15~ 1912. toget:her'.titi:. 
\ ',' 

·s~~e. 
.' "I"~. :"'0":"",", 

The cost of the ms.,intenance, of t:c.iS,::9ls.ntsha.llb-~:-borlie: 
"',, 

t:c.ereafter in accorCi.a!lce"v7i th t:o.ete~"illS, o.fthe 

oentoi AugustlS" 1912 .. 

For tne pro.tection o.f traffic O1l,StanfordA.Venue, 

"l,'.'.:;·>·r:' 

crossing-oell 0:' flagman, eit~er a.u.tomatic' or ,under, c.ontrcl:o.f'th~;:'::-
. " . " ,," - . '. '. 

o:peratcr of the int.erlocking plant,- and. tne-c6~,t:o·f tliis"cfo,SSinS-::~~O:~;,:' 

tection device, 

pla.~t, she-Ilee 

o.vel' ana. ~bove ,the' cost "ot l~s~~.-~lilrg)Gh·e.in~~:S1.9.6~i~g:~: 
borne one-l:.alf., (l/Z) bYTh~,'it~~l$Qn.To~eka:im<i:'~te-'" 

. . ., .. ,' . ",. . . ~,'. '"' '. 
',/. 

Fe ?.a.ili1ayCompany e.na.one~l;.a.lf" (l/Z) _ bOy tJ:le "S8Jl Fra:llCiSd,0~.·6~ida.:d:6?· . . '. ,,,.,'" 
.. :- .... 

. . '. 

e.fte~ elld one-bal:t .. 

by, San Francis co" ,Oakland. 'Terminal Reilways. 
, ,.. 

~b.e 'Comm.iss:ion reserves the right ' to. : make such further 
"<: ",:,:,.\:'." 

relati've totb.ec:p,e:ration end. maint,enance 'of this interlock:tiig~la.:rlt· 
. . ... : .. ':...';.' ", ' ,', ' .' ,', ' ' 

as to it may se.em right and prol',er; wl1en~ 

CO!lvenie·nce a.na. ::lecessi ty den:.<=:.nds~6h action..· 

Z'.a.e' fore.goilJg opinion and: oi"cier are:terebYe.:p~rovea.:ahd 
'. "". ':-,." . :", 

filecl'as the o!,i'lior.and ord.er o:f the, 3.ailro:~Ul do~iss:t6ri-o:t:tlle>:s-tiate':: ",' .., .," . .:. <'i> ,<: : .. ->,'." . " ".' 

of Ca.lii'ornia. 
. " . , 

cali£o,rn.:ta, 

.. ~. 


