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In the matter of the epplicetion of )

the CITY OF WATES, Los Angeles County, )

Caelifornis, for’ permission to construct )

Paoific Drive, & public Street, at grade ) ' R ety
across the private right of wey end four ) Ap'olioation No. 1106. o
tracks of Pacific Electric Reilwsy Com- ) L

pany, in ssid City of Watts, Los Angelas )

‘County, California. : 3

..0........00.....'.‘.O‘.l"’...........0

B. D. Neighboura for Crt;y of ‘u'a‘bts S
Frank Karr, for Paci:ﬁio Electrio Rahway compam]

. LOVETAND, comi'ﬂ'si'onér‘;; |

ORINION

| ‘.Eh.ia ie an aﬁpiicatioﬁ by the éity Af ‘Wa.t';s to- ‘cona*;z"'tlzot
‘Paoi:t':!.o D:::l.ve. a public atreet, 801088 'the p:*ivate righ't: of way

of the Paoific ls.leatﬁo Re.ﬂway Company, and to oonatmo‘o & oroaa-~i"
ins at grado ovor ‘the :ﬁour traoks of said :cailway oompa.ny at mid
looa.t:l.on. ‘ ‘ B ) | ‘ B '
” mhe City of Watts is a munioipal oorporation o:E the |
8ixth olass with & 1910 census popnlation of 1923 poople. | It
lies some savan a.nd one-hal:r milee almoat airootly aonth o:ﬁ | D
Tos Angeles e.nd pmotically all through 'bra.fﬁo on ita straets,,

whether 24 _ti‘ain or automobile, is"i'x; _a' north"'.;anai“south direqtiqi#

:Ehe only .mportant oast and west street is Main Street at whioh s R

a.ll intomban eleotrio ce.rs stop. Sou'th o:: th:is ﬁrt;reot the

open fields oommenoe almost at onoe, wmle nor*,’n o:E this Btre “. s

the country is laid. out in 300 and 600-foot blooks w:.th no a't.roots\

open aorosa the. Eaci:ﬁio Eleo'tric right of way for the oqnivalont
of stlx 300-1‘001; 'blooks.‘- ‘ Paoiﬁ.o I)rive is the 'thirﬁ oi' 'theae

rbreots and Ruoff 1s the s:thh. | ‘ R
The Paoifn’.c Elootric Ra.ilway enters Watte from 303

Angeloa on a four tra.ok rignt o_u Way. : :D:Lreotly sou.th of Min




'_St:ect in. Watta, this four-track: line forks 1n‘co throo two-tmok
wnits through the open :Eielda. On tho four-track right of vay

through Watts the looal trains use the tWo ontor traoks whila  :-,: n

the througn. traina use the itwo umer 'tra.oks..

ltain Street is mot only tne teminus of a local ?acifio
',Eleotrio Borvice 't:o and from. Iaos Angeles bv.'b is also o stoy :!.'or
| all the :Limited tm:!.ns through Watts namely, fbhoae of the Nowport
uno, the Long Boaoh line, the Santa. .B.na line, the Redondo .’Buoh
line and. two ba.n Pedro lipes. Thua Kain Stroot beoomea mturally
vory 1mportant and the orossing is adaqua.tely proteototl' and. a.s
all trame stop hore, n.t may be tairly oonaidered as. aafo a,a o, |
grade orossing oan be ms.do. It would be. natnral :tor tmﬂic to

Beek Such a oross:ing, even a.t some. inoonvanionoo w to tho d.io-

taxoe in reaohing ite A1 pnblm bnildings whloh serve tho pOpu- "  - S

lation on both sides of the Pacifio Elec'tric right or way are
located on this s-treot with the oxoeption of tho new ca.rnegie
I:l.bra.ry botween Paocific Drive end. Oak S'treot. The faot that
lhin Streot is not mppea. on the north by a.ny atroet on tho o
wost side of the Pacific Electric right ot wey tends to makc it o
dlffiowdt to approach 'the libmry :trom the torri‘bory aouthwoat
ot Hain Street S‘bation. Fron the territory aoutheast of IIa:Ln
Street Station podoatrians are inolinea. to oroas the )?o.oif:[o
Elootno tracks a2t soveral placesa whore thera are. no oroesingav .‘ «'-"1: |
a:a& the testimony ahowed 'that the fonoo along the right of. way
ho.d been tom ‘down &t Paci:zio I):rivo, to make it possible :ﬁ‘or :r.ooﬁ

'passengora to cross there.
| ’l'ho orosaing at’ Raoff Streot 1900 foet to tho north

o:E Hesin Street apyoa.rs o a&oqmtely aervo this northem diatriot

: oi’ the city of We.tts. : :Because of the small amount o:E trsvel hor.
at the present time, thla orOBSing is not protoo:be&. I:f.’ Rnof:f

| S'breet shonld ever in "ahe fature becoma an importa.nt orossins,

adeguste protootion will Bave to ve :Eu.rnishod.




Und,or present oonditione & oroumg at Paciﬂc ])rivo
would be of pmotioally the seme dogrea o:f h&mra as tho ono at
Ruoff Streot now is. Whatever tmffio the: proposed oroasing
miga't &ivert :Erom the crossmg at Ruo'ff St:reot would pro‘ba‘oly
not incmse the total hazard. appreoiably under prosent opo:ra-
ting oond:t't:ions where the trains in general mn at :full sPeed.
rast non-stop oros8sings; but eny traiﬁo which S orosaing at |
Pacific Drive would divert from Main Stree't woul& be divertod

:Erom an entirely Ba.fe oroasmg to one of vary real danger. J.’ao- T

ific IDrive is not in any sense a through Btreet. !L‘o the woat it .

“ ‘93"'971&3 bat two blOOkS and o 'bhe Qaat 'bu;t agvgn blooka ;grom ‘bhe";_" S

Paoific Eloctrio tmcks. ~ There was very little ind.ioation o:f

traffic on it. when t:b.e situa'tion wee. 1nvestigated by the COm- R

| mission 8 engmeer3° end there is. an average o:f 1esa than two

houses per Soo-foot block front in tho eighteen block& whioh

i ght ve conaidered as ‘belng ‘tributary to the crossing here pro-»*-’--j_; i

posed. & orossinmg et Bscific Drive would e used by pedemianef}

‘ living ea.st o:f.' the traoks in gomng to and from the libra.ry, by
pedestrians living west of the tracks praotically not a‘t: all
:Vana by vehioles only of. the nature o:f.’ delive:y wagons. I:a.my
Opinion aooess from one side to the other o:E tha I’aciﬁo i‘.‘(loo-‘

tric right of way, by moans of srade oroaaings 1a not now d.ifﬁ-

cult fn this territory, and ontails only a minimum dogreo of in- S

convenienco by roason oZ rouna.-abont 't:ra.vel. Such inoonvenienoo‘. e

olearly is bound to. oxie'b whore a oommum.ty 18 d.ivided by & :four-( o

tmck high-ayoea rellroed, &s is the caso in the city o:E Watts.

!I."ne dtd:y o ‘che Comission in applioe:biona such aa tho ono undor L

oonaid.eration is clmr. It is neceseary to weigh against eaoh‘*ﬁ‘;‘

other the factor of neoessity and convemence 'bo the oomu.nity

‘and the people to be gerved oy the orosszng a.nd. 'the other faotor

oof a.a.clod ha,mrd ancl de.nger to the Bame oommunity and tho aam :
*people and also to tb.e pu‘bhc ntihty in q_ueetion‘ In thi




instence there is mo doubt in my mma tha't; this adiitioml grado

oroeaing on. Pacific Drive wonld 'bo a :t‘ar groater Bouroo o:i.’ aanger

than of oonvenienoe and I am eaually eonvinoed t:hat the nooc&- L

sity tor thlB grado croas:mg is not seriou.a at this time. 3 I:nvoa-

ti:gation shows thet approximately 380 regu.lar tra.ins not countins FREEY
extras paea the point of the propoeed oross:.ng overy day ;m 't;hqi“i

21 hours 'between 4 A.M. and 1 A.M. It is praotically :tmpossibla::?-‘”'_'_;‘j, S

to make ‘such R orossing safe by the 1nstallation of an a.utomtio; o
:E‘la;gman, as such :fla.gma.n wonld be wigwagging a.ml ringing p'xaoti-‘.‘ SRR “
cally: contizma.lly, and there oan be no qnestion tha't 't;ha °P6n1ng“’_ PRI

of Paciﬁo Drive would simply mean the adai'bion o:f 3 do&‘bh-trap t‘o

‘the o:lty o:E *.Ya.tts. If tre.ffic oon‘d.itions ahould mterially ohamgoir :

in the mtun and the opening of ani:io :Drivo a.oross tho }'Paoiﬁc

. Elootrio righ'b of wey become a mattar of. ml importanco 'to 't:ho

_ oi't;y o:t‘ Watts coneideration will then have 'bo ’oa givon ‘by tho

Gommiasion to & grade aepa.mtion or & grade crossing at -thie Imint._f_f_’_g -

I shall thereforo raport to tha commission 'that tmder

A

ami I rocomnend the. following form o: or&er. o
| | 0 R n R o
GITY OI«‘ nmfns Tos A.ngelos county, California a nnmioipal

oorpora.tic»n, having file& 1‘t8 applioation wrbh tho Gommiasion for :
pemiesion to oonatmct Pacific Drive & pv.bl:.o Btreet a.t grs,do

| a.oross the privm:a rigm; o:f: way a.ncl :Eour tracks of the Pa.oi:fio
m;cotric Railwey Compa.ny in seld. city oi‘ W&tts' and a pv.blio
_hes.ri.ng hav..ng been held, at wh:.ch all intorested parties Iu:o

: roproSented, and it appearing to tho COnmission that 11; would; bo
against :publn.c policy a.nd not in the: best in‘bereat o:t‘ 'bhe oity

of Watts to grent thig applioation‘  -

_the cond.itions now existing this ap;plioe.‘bion should not ‘ne gra,ntod,

IT Is EEREBY OREEHED Thet this applioatian be, and tho ffh%jrf‘)

same is hereby, d.enied without p:re judic..

Tha foregoing opinion anﬁ orde:r are horeby approved. aml

ordcred :tiled aa the opinion axd ora.er of ‘bhe Railroad commised.on

-4 -




~ of the State of Cali:t'.binia._ .

. Tated st Ssn Franciseo, Celifornis, this 2.2 2¢¢

ot Naron, 1915.




