
Deo181.on NO. _____ e. 

:BEFORE !::BE MIraDA!> COIW:SSION OF TEESUTEOF,':.OALll:omin,. .g::' 

In the matter of the applicat10n of' ) 
the CITY OF WL'"!S.Los Angeles' County. ) 
California •. :eor' permission toconstruet ) 
P8.0.11:10 Drive.. a public street, atgradit ) 
aoross the priva:te right 0:1: 'WSY' and four ) .!.p:pliaation No. 1106'. 
traeks of Pe.ciiic.Bl&atr1o. Railws.y Com... ) 
pany. insa1d Cityo:r Watts. :Los Allgeles; ) 
C<>unty. Cali!ornia. . .' .. ) .... ~.~ ... ~. ~ .- ............. ...... ' ....................... ,'.). 

:B~J).Jreighbours, :f'ora~t7"o:f'w&ttiJ; .•...... ,. .... ". '.; .. 
Frank un, for paOi:fiO.E1eQtr1cR811wayCO~. 

o p, I N .:1 ,0 Ji . 

TlUe ;Le an e.pp:U .. ~e.t;S.on ~y the C:lty of We:tta to., oonatruo·1i .'. 

2a.o:l:f:1.e Dr:1'Ve. eo pub1.io atreet. aerose. the PJ!'ivateright. otway'. 

.. t .. " 
,~,<, 

IN:\:~'' 
, .. ~ .. 
~'. . 

• ., j, '. 

o:f tha Pa.ciiic l~l&().triQ 'Railway COInpSlli.ana. to~on~truot~, Oto,8a~ ...•.. 
. '," ., . ,.' 

inS. $:t.·gradG; oTerthe' ~our i;raokS of said r!111Way'oompa.ny':a~ .. aa1d·· .. <. . '"', . 

The City ot' 'Watts 1samnn1c1paloorpore.t1on of.: the, ~' ... ' 
. . 

S1rt1l0laBS, with 8.l910 oensus popuJ.a.t~1()n o:t1922:p8op.l~e It: 
. .' '. , 

~:1.e8 some seven a.nd one-hal.:t:' m11es:~ almoat. direot1y aou.tho:r . 
. . . ., . 

];os A.nge~as end prae-t1cally a.ll through t.raffic on1t.8.streets. H ..•• ' 

, . 
whether by train or automobile, is 'in s. nOl'th~and. 'south d1r80t1on~" 
. . _ .' • .."': ';d,-,,""; .. ,. " . < . ,"_ " :,' "~"{~',"' .. :'"' 
!rhe onl7 ~~mportant ",at and weatstreet is Main 3j;r8et.~at' "ldOll. :i' . 

all interurban aleotrio cars stop_ South o:fthis atre,et::'the. 

open fieldS oommenoe almost at onoe. while no~tho:£th1S;8tre.t .;: 
': '.\} " 

the countr.v is laid out in 300 and ~-f'oot blookS, wi.thno:atre~ts '. 

open a.oross. the Fac1fio Eleotr10 right o:fway i:or the. ~qu1~l.nt": 

ot six 3OO-foot ~lo~k:S. 1I8.01f10· ·Drive 1s the thirdo:! th~;~: .. 

atre~t8 ancl Ru.O:f:f is thes1xth.· 

!rhe;, Paoii'ie. E1Gotrie. Railway-enters Watta£romJio8 . " .' . :., ", '" ',", 

:D1rently s:outh ofyain .... . " .. . 



, , . .' . . 

unita tllrough the open: f"1elds-. On the four~trCi.ok r1ght,oflrq 

through Watts the 100&1 trains ual tlie'trwo outertraoks;" while, .. : 

the ,thrO~A trains use the two inner traokS .• ' 
Kain Street is not only the terminus o~al.oOal :.b~01fiO 

Ele.otric serv10e to and :tromLos' Angeles. but. "isalso.,stop· for, 
, • ., .! " 

all the~1m1 tedtra.ins through watts,namely-, those o:ftlie:N.wpo~' ' ," 
I ," .. " • 

line, the· Long Beaoh line, the San~' Ana line ,the Redondo ,:sea.o1i:.' . ,.', "\, 

lin. and two San Fe,dro l.ines.Thua,'Ma.1nst,reetbeoomes,natural.ly,' 
, l • ~ .': •. 

very1mportant, and, the crossing 1S, adequately prOtected; s.ndaB '. 

all tra~8 atop here, it may be fairly oons1derea. .. s .. fa 8;8 a , 

~de orossing 08n' be made. It would be- na.t~l for-t%8;~f:[o;:to 

a.eksllo'h a. oros8i:o.g" even at some, inconv.enienoe p,t-o'the, ,die-," 

tanoe in res.ohillg it·. All publio buildi1lgswhich serve the popu-

lation on both sides" of the ?ac1'f1o- Electi·ic right· of way are,' 

lo-aated on this street,,' with the ex~eptiono~ the naw carnegie 

ldbr&l7 between P&aif1c :Drive a.nd Qakstreet.rhe,!'aot, tllat 

}(e.1ll Stl;"eet is not, tapped on the north by s.ny street on t·he ' 

west side o~ the Paei:f'ic Eleetrio right o~ way tenas, to m8ke1t ; , , .,', 

,. " '." ".' 

di:f:fioul tto a.:pp:roach the. 11 brs.ry trom, the ter:r1tory southll.at 

o:! ilrain Stroot' station. From the territory southeaet'ofM8:m " 
'. , ' 

Street Station pedestrians are inolined toorossthe' Pa o,ifi ° , " . . . , . 

El~O-triQ. trs.ckS: at se.vera1 pl.aee8 where there8re<no er0881:ng1a; 

and. the test1mon:y ahowe-d. that the ~eno6a.longthe :right 0:£118.7, '. . ' . '. . '. 

hndbe.en torn down at Paoifio Drive". to make; it l?~8S1ble:':ror,:10ot. 

:passenger. to orosa .there·. 
The crOSSing at,'Rtl.off street~". 1900 ieet to <the'north 
.. . " " ,,' 

of Main Str&e.t, a.ppea.rs toadequatel,-8;ene tll1S northern d18tri~~. 
• ', .•• I,' • 

of the o1ty or watte. ~eoause o:fthe sllBl~ amount O:ft~~lh.r.. " 

at the present time, this crOSSing: is notpro'teo.ted. If: Ihto:rf:' ,,' 

Stree.t, ahoul.d. ever in the ,:fu.ture" b:eoome: ,an important erosa1Dg.~, 

adequa.te protection will have to iie furnish_d. 
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Under p,resent oondi tiona" a oro,~iDg,e.t·P~oif1o :nr:1v;e:> 
"'.' ." 

!ould be ',of,p,zaClt1cslly the seme degree' of,lluard:as the: one:: at': 
Ruoff Stre:.t now is. '!Jlb.EJ.tever ,traffiCl the: pz:op08&dO.rOaaing. 

might divert from the crossing at ,RUoff st~e6t wouJ.dprobabl,. 

not inorease·the t.otal hasard appreciably ,under, pres,ent,opera";', 
, . ' '\ I ," ":, 

tiIlg Cl;ondit1ons ~ where the tI'8;ins in general ro.n atf'Ctll speed" 

past non-stop orossings; but arrytraf:fio which a~ros8iIii, ati 

Paoifi0 Dr1ve wOUld divert from, Main St,reet wo~dbe d1vert&d:' 

from anent1rely aafeor08s:ing toone of,T8.ry reald8llger. Pa,c~" 
, ; 

1£10 ,Drive is, not in any sense a thro:u.gh st,ree.t:. To the, weat· it 
\,:. 

extends, but two blockS; aM to the', ",at butse.Ten blooks' ~rom: the, 
. . . . , 

:Pacific Eleotrictraoks. There was Tery lit,tle indicat1ol1o:f. ','. 

t~1c on it ,when the situation we,a inveati,gate'dby·the Com;' 

mission' BengiIleers.; and there ieanaven,ge of less than two:' "" 

houses per 300-foot block front in the e1ghteellblookS.wh10h 

might be eons:idered as beil1g, .tributary to the cros,sing herep:ro ... ·· 

pos~d.. A. crossing'at Pacifio :Drive wou:Ld be· U8~d.bYP.4td.atri&ns .... 

li;villg:, east of the traokS, in going to and 'from, thetllbrary:;;>:bY '.' 

p.~e8trians 1iving west of the tra~ks."praot:rC8.1l.y.<nota.t,.:ail~,,'··" 

and by vehicles, only 0:'£' the nature:. 0,£ cle:Liver.yw:agons.'In,~: 

opinion, &O~eS8 :from'ont) side to the other of ths,P&o1.ffc, nec-
" ,'. 

trio: right of way, by means, of gradeoro8s1ngs,iS: not,· nowctt£fi-
oult:l:n thisterr1to'ry., and. entails :On1Y' a minimum degreecof. in-

conven1A3nc6' by reason of round-about travel. . Such inoonven1eno • 
. '.' 

olearlY'is ,bound to exist where a oommrmi ty18 divi.ded' by a~our~ 
• ., • 1 ", .', 

track, high-speed. railroad, as' is. theoas8.1n the e1tyofWatts.' 

T".ne : duty. o:t the C,omm1s.s:Lon inapp:ti.ce..t1ons s;uoha,8' thee on.>under': 
'. ' " . ',. 

consid.rat1oniscJ.esr. It is- neoas:sary to weigh agS;fuat;ea'ob 

other the :faotor ofneoessity a.nd oonvenie~oe, tothe:oOIDlJlUD.it;>: . 

and tbe people to be served by the .orosaingand the.;other:fe:o;t:~r:.' 

of added hasards.ndd8llgerto the seme.·oommnllftyand the~m8' 

people . and: al.so to thepub~ic. u'tl1ft'y:inquesti.:on ... " 
"',''. 
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1nS1ian09 there i8 no d.oubt in my mind that this ad~1t1onal gn.~. 

croa&1Dgon Paai£ie Dr! 'Va 'Wo:ttid be s. ~a.r grea.ter.. sO.llro.e Q:f, ~bger' '. 

than of' oonvenienoe ~. and I am ~qu8.11~ eonv1ncedth&.t the.n.o.~~),:· . 

81 ty :ro~ this grade orossing 1s not serious at this. t,ime:~ 

tigation shows that app~o::d.:.me.te:ty 380 regalar, trains:. not oountillg' 
enraa t pass the POint of the proposed crOSSing. · .. very de.y1n .the: .' 
21hour.s between 4. A.:M. and 1 A.M. It is pro.ot1ca.!iy:rmp08SibJ. ... · . . 

te> make sueh a orossillg safe by the iIl8tallat1ono:f.' an'aut()JII&t1~ .... 

fi~. a8 8uo.h :fl.agmBllwould b.e w18wagg!XIg snd··, ringing p~~t~·';': 

cally·· eontinua.lly;· and. there oa.n be ne>que,s.t1onthat t.he open1Dg: 

of" ~ac1fio.· Dri~e 'Would. simply m.ean the addition' of' e. ae&th":t%apto" . ' " " " ' 

the o1't7.ofwatts. 

1nthe. :ruttu"e, and the' openi:og o~:e~oi:!io Dl'1ve ~r~s~the'·'b.01:r~o: 
. Ele Cltri 0 right o:f way oacome a ~tterof :rea,~impor.tano.t~··the.' 

o1tyo:f Watts. consideration will. then bave to be giveXtD7 the 
. -.. ,,\ , .,' 

Commission to e. gn.de8epa;re.t1.on: or' a grade O%'~9S:1ngat. thiS::l~J;l1't·.: '. 
:' ',' , \' ,. ': 

I shall therefo're repOrt to theComm1ss~on, that Under." 
the.oondit·1;ona .now existing. thiS apPlioat1onSho'tlld 'n()t:be' grant_&. 

and Irecomm,6:a.d the.f.o·llowiLg form o.:t order. 

O"R· D3.R 

aITY OF UTTS·, .:LosAng.ele.s: County. 

(lorporat1on. having f11ed its applioat1onwith the OommiSSiO)'i·:for' 
", ' "> ' 

permiSSion to oonstruct- Paei:!1e DrIve, a; publio, .. 81ireet·~ .. at:,gract •... 

ao~088 the privata right o:t way and four t%8.cks, of ~hepa.01f:[~ . 

n.otr1c Railwa.y Company. in said Q1ty·Ot'W~tts;e.nd:a pubUo .. 
. . . 

hearing' baviIlg. been held. at which aU1n:terestedPe.rt1ea".:re, 

repre8ellte~' and 1tappearing to tli.:c.Ommisa1onthat1t,wouldb~". 

against pubiio pol1cyandnot in the be.st ,intere&t o:! the:. o1'ty 

of Watts to. grant thiS: e.pp1.1oat1011j. 

IT .IS EEBEBY ORDERED, That this appl:Loat:tonbe.and.the 

same is hereby ~den1ed without preJud,1ce. 

The . foregoing opi~on and .. o%derarehere~1' appro'!e.di·aIid. '. 
" ' ,.', ' ,." 

ordered ~il.&:de.s .the op1n1.on a.nd or.der. of'the Ra1l.roe,dCO_ssion .. 



Q:f the State o:f. Call:r.orxu.a.. 

llB.ted. a.t Sanl!'rano.1soc>. Ca.ll:forIi1S.·~ 
.. ot iiarch.19~5. 

..~ .. : ... "' .. .. 1t ..•... -...•..... <.; 

. .' ".: >. ,/..... .' .: .....•. /1 _ .... /7 .. : ...... _ •. 
. "." ""'(,.,:" ... Q,~~ .. >::,.~~:~oi"i"-:,. ... :" ... 


