
, ,-

B..::70EZ TB:E:: E:A.I:l:3.0b!) CcmassION, OF, *,the:' ,sz.A!i!E.' OF ,CALIFOEN'U ' . .. . 

~\ . 

T~e County Power Co~ 

vs_ 

Sa:!l Jo~Ligb.t 0: Power·"cor:pora.t.ion. 

:De:f'end.s:n:t) 

DzqL.lN" Co:c:n:oissioner. 

: '. 

OPINION"' 

, " 

o:f" :r.i:::l.~ f'iled:. With thls COI:ll!dssionits eomplaUlt agaiust"the ' 
\ \ .' 

San _Joaqtti.u Ligilt and ?ower COr:po::-a.tiO!l, ~ch eol!rplain'ti illeges' 

in. e...~ect,3S ,£ollO-'WS:' ." .' ..... 

~.ll2...""e: Co~,. CaJ.i:f'ol""'-ia.; t::l.a:t', eOtlplainW."t heretofore: ,in Marc::li 

19lZ
7 

e::::.te:-ed. ;Urto ::!. col!trs.Ct with "the: de:te:ldant wheremdefeim-: -' • 



" . " '. 

;t:>-'P ed.to 'a.eliver e:o.e.~ to it. :b. acc~:rt!s::l~ ~t2t. said. contract~:: 
" , " " '" " ',' 

2nd tha.t.,sU.bse~ently,. 'Wile::. s:::z.ea.f'or, ,thecollec:t1011 of' ~.'," ' 

am<mnt dU~ i:::lder the co.:..t:2Ct, it, !ilea eo c;rO~S-ComPW:lt dset.t'iJlg: 
., ",. 

f'or..A the Q::Y"","'ges cl~iI:ed. to have b~ iIlcu:rred by reaSCX!:O'f't1le 

~~~ce ~d. power ~J:y. ' :T!.!.~dt:ile:-e~er de:te:nd:a:c.t resumed: 
the seniceof' er;.erg:; w.d. c:o~~ ___ ed. to' ~l?1y cO!:lpls:in-a:trttmtn. ,,' 

" the. 26t:b. d:a:sr oi' October, :'9'14, 'dlmiit sen'ed.: no~ice or; , cql;·j.,.,a!i 

t:b2.t it WotU.Q. d.:i.sco::7;timte the <ie-livery ot:elec:t;riCe"!Jfs;g =d:er, ' 

therestt0r ~~discont:Um:e<ibycldend:mt:; thit' s::fmltan~ 

<msly cle1."e::tdsnt ~~t Sttit to collect, the atlO'Olt, 'clsimec! 'to,",!» 

d:::e, :£:0:- ~fY::gs ~p:plieQ. O'ttri.. .... .g~,. September, ~6:0cto'ber.1914; ",'. 

that since 'the cllscont~~-ce of" th:tss~p!y compl~'t; ':b$'been 

wle' to c:zrry the ,entire losd 'Wi~ its' s:t~ pl:m:t ,of" 1,.500: kil~, 

~s czp:l.ci'ty', b~ taa.t tJlis loa.cl is r-p::taly l:a.cr~inga:c.d: after 
, ' ! , 

steam pl3:lt;, tJlat co::rp~ MS bee:rl:. ~leto'co:o.st:a:l1!l3:.~e'aCOll

t.~ i<.!t!l ~ ot1lerco:t::p~ to tar::rlshele-ctricclenergy d.nrioi 
; ;' ,," , 

, " '. 

Cc:::p~"t: ::'::r'"..Jl-e: stzt:es t:h.~'t:, in ~" i't;:i:s ," , 

-.::.uable to obtcl:l sdclitiOllcl supply o:t electric~, ~-:.. ,w111 ,De' 

~""sble to' serve al.3J:ge ~ o'f" its consrenersvttio ar-ede)?eItc!eut' 

O:l its ser:ice -ror tJ:ei::: wa;;er s:a:pply,. ~d. in event' 01: ·s:t<clr.iailu...~~ 
the cOJ::~rs~ crops ~J.!' begreat!y '~e:Ild 'probcl>ly <les:"..ro.~e.;;, . 

that conrgl~ !laS .~C:ed.emand:. ondefend.~:o-: to' rec_encetile de-



ret'erred ~e ane! offers to. ps:s,m:onthly :Ina<i.vanceierenerg:r tore ,0 

S'tZl'Pli~ ~a:. t~, d~e:ldant ::e::t:'ilse<i te:co.mply' With thl.sctez:i3nCt ,. 
, . .' 

-:mless ::tll r:J.o:.ey cl"t\med. to. be due- by cIe:tenC::.?""t, sAOul<li~ ·ce-

," 

ot l,OOOhorse power or n:ore:,. ~t :::. rate censiderably!.ess than th3:t 

:m its p~ co=p:r.~S"'snt ,asks that o:e:f'endant Ce' ordered·" 

to rec~!lce tAe c1elive:-y of" energy~icie!l.t i:l 3ID.Otttrt; to-,~ble 

co::pl;:,;X"'ant to. czrry' t:o.e j.ead. il:.' co:tjtt:::let.ien ,'With. i~~ steam:' :pl3Jl.t~ 

aJ.so t.bat the CoI:lt:.issie:c:.. inves~igs.te the contrsct 'SJ:ld' :t:b:~'reSson~: ,.' 

. , . . 

tion. avers t4tthe::l:latt.ers im"olvedin the eol:IPla:in:t~ a.:re not Withili.> 

, " 

i:ii~ -;n,e co::r'"...ril.ct ~set ~orth in. the' co!tt',Plai:l.t, a:o.cl,that it had ..... ' 

',~ 

" : .',', 

f'o:r:' de~e:c.~ ~e!!.gEl<l the j'tlri$dict:torr.O~'~: Comrillss1cm. ever ",' 

this:::lZtter and ttr€;ed. t'1lr>t t:b.€- COmr:usSiOIl has, no, :power to, gr3nt~o ' 

rel.1ef' ~ever. 

1:; lIWopinion t:heCom:niSSi~' has 'j:ctriSdic:t1on. overtlle ".,," 



Ita:J;l:p&aI"S £:rom the ev.ideztce" tl:l:s.t there":aas 1.>eena. diS'pttte: " 

betv:een tAe psrt1es inVolved. ilerein as re~thesmoun.t· ~money 

dl:.e '!maar the: contract 0::. ~eom:tt . 0-£:" ~s clalmed 'to have be6li. 

~. by eo:r:plej'nSl)t,. which. rr:a:t;:ters Sl"e:noW" "~" 11tigit,iOn.. 

Considerable t.estlI:loney was given. by Witnesse.s :torcomplaiIl:s:l%t. in 

3.l:. eri:'-ort. toS"b:wthe :c.ago.it.'t7Aeo:t SlIM~. T:il&seare ma.ttm 

:ror clete~i~ 'by s. civil c:~-t a:ria" th>t $c:om:su.SSi~ is·not j;n:'" . . . . 

, " , 

~. "cJa.t6ed. co.u.1i Oe es:t~lis:a.ed. ~".as to ~sUlt in a judgm9JIt."" 

:tIl £'3:ro.r o:t: c.cI!Ipl~" herein f:or "3;.s.tml: S'l2.~ieie:o.t tocOraplete~ 

ofisetthe .bill owed. def"enc:.~'r'tf'o.reners:Y', com:pl~t wci't:ld. 1>e:< 
, .' . ,. " 

in. the :positio!l o:t So ~w sp'pli~t tor service. 

serVice-unpaid;. : 

s:J:le pOints SJec1ficaJ.J.:y-"i.obe. "deter:d:cted iri ·.·.:tliis mtter 

~irst,Ctoes the need. tor thesmcUiary.:pOwe~&tP:ply:ex1st;· 

l3s:Cly, is;the:p1lb11Cnecess:~o~:fttl:fii-' " " 
., . , ., 

cieni;. :i:l:pOr'"..anre to ~t. gr-:;z..tiDg there-lie:: ~ :E'or': 

I sliall ~ss ~ £i:rSt to the rela.:t:to:C:O"f',"C~la:UI-" 
" . ," .' -' . ,. ': .. ' . "' .. 

a:c.t's stem:. pl.a:ll.t ~pa.city t.o' the peak load on its.~em·.a:!.d.tlle: 

deMand to-be crea.ted on a:l a.t:::tiJ.iarySu'pply .. 
;,' ",\".'.' 

. . . ' 

Compl<>-5nwt t S l~d c6ris:1stsalnlo.stooccl'llSivelyo:£ "'Inotors: 

dl"iv.iJ:g" pc:mps "f'or-the ir:d.gat1011" o:f" sucllcroPS:is "ci~," 'lemOns; 
. .,".' ,.' " .. 

olives ane. aJ.i"al:ra., " sno. nth a k!!~ledge o:r"tll.e: co:oieCt~ load,. the 

d~d-to. "oo.crea.tedon th~, syster:z. ~o.edefiIdteli ~et~d. , , ' , ..' " ., 

, .... \ 
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Ur. Kolley, e::g;tneer £or'the-complaiII:mt,est.ima.tedtha.t 

a:p'prox1~ly 1, '000 horse pOil1el' woultI. 'be required: d:t:rini: the coming 
.' ' . '",. 

, . 

1914, assb.~ in ccmp!a5narts aroma! ~:pO:rt. ' Thi~ 1nd1ca:t9d~' 
o'V'er-a:ll,'d:ive-"'"'S1ty 1'~r o:t 1.41., "Compla.iJl3:xIt'sprese:c.t. conuee:t";, 

edlOOd is. 4,763 horse power, h.ence.we Sho'tid. expeeta: 'system.:peak. 
. , 

ity o:t' con:r.pla "in::W:t 1 s, generat.'rng plant is Z~ 000 horse, power ~but .~. 
, . ' 

. . . . "'. ,': .. " 

power i 1'or considerable: periods of' time, Without iDJ'DrY'.' Usbgi 

'this. as a "besis, we,fino. t.b2:t. co:t:ll?lainwt wUl'reqtUr~somewhat' m: ' ' 
&:meSS o!"l, 000 horSe, :pQ'i7el" in. ac!c!itionto· its, pN:sen.t:gal:9-J!'3.tmg . . . ." "" 

. . . . . 

amctmt 01' power: It wss admitted by ,cls£'enda:o.:t ~ cOlllpl.atn;ant 1 $ " 

cons:t:m:erS wex:e who~ de:Pencle:c:t upon 3. 's:x::ro:>ly of' ,e,l.ei:::tric e~· ' 

"£or the, o:pere.t1on o:ttl:dr :pl3:c.ts,. Zo.o. th3:t: .. s:p:y ~a11Ure oI:thi$ 

sr::ppl:y <5:z:.rlng the irr:tgat.ion.s~ason would. mesn ~ter13J.', inj;llry) ana 

probably destnc.tion t.o their ero:ps:. 

" .' 

horse; power by ~ rotation o£ conson:.ers demands, 'but', ,that 
tJ:l.is w.ula :probal>ly re~t. fr:. s.ome' inj'Ql7 to erops on accouo.t o:C. 

, ' 

~eiEmt1rrig3.ti~ and. woulo. st.:Ul. ieaVe,SClXOO 1,OOOhOrsS:" " 

pmte.r o1'motOX'S mthout SU'P~. 

-'-,5·,-



C ,. 

acim:se-l for d~end'<>"""t sugges:ted.: ,tJ1at 'i'MlSil:aeh.as'·~ ,,'7,5$. ',' ,,' • 

. o£ CO!I:Plain3:r::t' sd1str11T.:rt1ol:. 'syStetl is d:hp1:ieated: by tb.a:t '0£ th&" " 

~ .. W'.o.i"t:oeyCollll's:ny, a portio.:::-. ct"'~ ~&C6mpa:cy~SCOns:OIoersr;' . . " ," . .,' 

, ' 

:presentS eer'ts.i:.'S.f:t'f'iC'C.lties 'Whie:h:rendoo:- itimprao:tieable~ :Ele: 

:l.7t. VJ:U'beyd.ls.tr1biltion is 2; phaSe ana. tilat of" the T'ala.r&Col:apmlY~ . 
. . .' 

.A. ~ over ~'s-:::ggeS'te<l w'ttl.d ~Ve al.teratio:aS ,"iit" 

eo:o.s'tlIOOrs'" transf'or.eers, motor ~ mtchb.oard, the, coSt oi, Which ' 

woilld·ooappro::d.ril8:tely ~O.OO for the~veragep1a:!lt:r ',311 of"v.tdeh 

~ temporary s.tt~, w'cld place' :3:0. ,tt:tdl:te.- b:arde:::t 'ttpOll the ' 
, ' , 

co~r. AII:othe:r :f"aotor which 'Would:. l'reve:llt tb.e adoption 'of"' 

1,504, SOO LW.:an.. with its, s:tea::: plant as compared with 99Z:,lOO' 

x.w~. for d:&:rend.3:c:t's syste=, zticl this: yezr O'\'11r:gtO: the,'~as

ed l~ the' ot::tpttt. will :p1"obs1>ly 'be considoo:-ably"in emass o:t th.1s 

, ' , 

O'OO'Ntt'fO .... } nf' t.he TlJit. r'1f'l it.'Me:v s.team.'Ol,rm.t, loe.~tr.wi·atViru:t11~ is'" ':, .... ndft .. ,*g,.n~ /IIIUC,V ... n~:"J; .. m:.J ,"!lr.:,.'t"':7 r. L':~'~"'J ': 

ne=l.y tvdee 't).S ~ ~ tb.:::.t ob"to1n'fng:o.t de£~t",a:' :sa:xro~e-:td. 
. .' , . . 

pl3nt:' ' 

Co:oside:ting~m, the aAeqaaC1 ot'de!e~daut's syStem to; 
m:pp~the- ~oad req:iirel! i:Yy C:o:lJ?ls~~t: It"WS the t.e$t~:~ 

:Jr. -;t.a'1.tJ':a1' ,li.Ssis:tsnt C;e:c.~ ~~ d.&:t:'9D.da:o.t~.tha:tMs 
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, ' ' 

o~ de1:endant OIl :tile 'With tlle Conmission bear' outMr,. 7ltdthan.~s.", 
sta.te:::oont.' 'I:::; 1915 def'e:o.<bl.t wai t:oiced. to call 'on 'the' SOttt.herJ:. ' 

, " 

to o.pel:'3.te. its s:t~ J?l~t to' czpseity £or Sev~~lllO:r:rths. ~ 

the. ~ak :period it 'tmSo-OJ.iged. to. cliscont!mtesupply:!ngthe ~" 

Co.t::!lty Cor:Ip~, as recited. ~ t1:lecompla.iJ:t;.. 

, '~s year de::enasnt t s o:perating eOlla1t ions are, ma.t~i3.lly ", 

, ' 
, '.' ,,',' . 

3.1ld.a. reSW'lOir o.t: some ,46,000 sere :t&et has ~m:, completed. '1u • ,the 

t.O.3:. in 1915 mlctthe lo.s.-d. h.as not 1ncre.;!sed. very mter...ally. 

CoI.s:ide:ro.:t1on ~ tilese :tooters illdica.testllit de£eMant 
, ' 

w:Ul. ha.ve ic::f':ricient ca:pa;city s:r:.d. ism a. f:Z1:'~oetter condition: to' 

0.'£ tile question of" the ai!.e~ o£ the:' 3.'V'3ila.'bl.e '~'CJ?ly aid the 

a::lOlUl.'t Of"' demand. . to. be." eras.tect by eO~laiU3nt~ I Shall:rieXt disC'ti$S 

the equities involved. in gra:c.t:tng'th,& :relie£ reqtle,sted"bY' com:pl~ 

ant .. 

The :lS.i::.t.en2:ce of sen"ice is' ~tive hthisc.ase 

ovr.tllg:: to~a serio't!S:n.ess Q:f diScontil:C;wnce. . The pu1>licn'eCess1t;y 
, ... : 

exists, as is aC:td.tted. by both e~es, ane. tA&. ConmllsSion IlXtlSt 

. look:tor- the·. "oest, quickest ana: mo.st. :reasonable. :eans,~" 'ob~ininS 

'·service .. 

- "[ -. 



~ a tz:tiUty to :resort to cirtl action to. collect its.,ord:il:t.ar'i 

, ' , 

U:!.d~ the' circ':Jms:""....sncesOl:". tMs C3Se: I 3lll' o~ the- o.:piD-
. " . . . ' - ' . 

, , . 
ion that 5::lzos::nch. as co::rpl~t.ls·tI::lSb,le,.,'withont asSrs:t3:r:e:e: ~() 

.' "" '.' . ",' . .",," 

s:lPPl:.Y" the e=.ergy :t'e'qi41....---ed ,by its Cons:t:ll:lers~, ~e Comr:n~iOI!: s:c.ottlct 

'" 

:£rem inSu::r to their crops, providing such 2~iO!! doosriotwork 
, " , ", 

. . . 
however,. if'S".:cil, or<ler is!!l2.d.e it is. o.ut.fr->'ir to; de!"entl:m.tt.hzt. . . . . 

. t:i:U.s Com:::i:tssio.:c. sa.otU.cI provide seC'tlrl.ty 1:"0:-~ p8\yme2l::t; anct 

:PrOt.ect. . a.a.fen~t fi'o::::c :;rrry .:90ssibl.e ~renee· Of' l?revi.ous de.l.jn..:. 

b&~ce~l.~ci :!£ complsSn:::ti:rl; give "o=ond. or o~ seC't!l"1ty~f'!

cie:::.t to. ~. :p~ent o:f one years .J?owerbill,. same t.e· 'be $pJ?Xoo:v':" 

ed. by~eJttdge o:t the Su!,erior com.~of' T.u:la:re COtt:l.ty. 

De:f'e:l~ colltended at t::l~ he~tha.t ~nt. shOtUd:.· be 

- 8 -, 



, ' 

ines=ci:. ,$ at the expir">;io!! of" t:b.e:g-~ee: for the,e2::iu:t:ag ye&:r 

cOI!l";Pls.inz:J:t will be .in i:t:s present sit"tuct;.ion,. th2.tis,. i~ \'liU'~' 

~cther p1lss-e: o.f this ~"-:t.er which was'tle~:tiOll-ed 1n 'the 

co::;pl~.;..,:tp 1s the' resscmablenesso:t the com.raet rate ~$4C~OO ~ 

a:!:l.le rate.. 

~senice o.ver the e:o.:t.:ire: syste:::: ~ tl:leSan Joac;r...inLight' and.?ower • 

COJ:'porat.io.!t, which, man. co:a:ple.-:ed.,. will ,remer. the' deteimriation 
.' " .' , " 

of, t2la :reaso:rs.i>leness of" ~s rateccm;para.t.ively s~e.Compla.:i:c.8n~, ' 

~o ,~t.he Coxa:n:is:s:ion to. red.n.ce ,the basis of: thS: ml.~ ':t'rOm. :;:' 

. ' 

be renemed. acco.rd.ing to the t.ams 0.1", the 'co:.trsct as: it, n<:JW:s:t3:c.ds,. 

l::lves:~igat.:tOll ~tb.ese matters can be condncted.conc:arre:!ltlyw:tth! .. \ 

the. ot!ler :i:l:ves:tigstioo :;md. if it is f'o~d that either the ra.t.e 

a:f'ford.ed.. by ;;.c:ppleme:!lt3J. order. Defend3Jlta.ppeSred: "to.' 00 s.~.::" ,,' 
, " 

, , 

1 Z4S, J;l.o!"Se "COWer - "MA. iUzs:"lP'M as z. re<1nc:tionis.d..esirSd::"by->com-:., p - ,. , ' 
. ' ' 

;pi s;:.,..zrrt.
p 

I bel.ie"le t:b.at it s:o.~<l 'be: le.""t to. t:b.e cpt-ion o.f' defend-



" 

O:RJ):ER 

~e Zt::lareCo-.:r.ty ?r.mer Com.pany- ha'rl:!:!g :tlled. with tll.1S. 

Comnissl:on. its compls.1J:lt ~ the Sa=l Jo~ Ligb.t'o.nd.:Power' 

Cori>0;r:3.tio:, allegiJ:1g tAatsa:td. de!"end:aut ~,:re1"ttse.<a:tosupp~ 

it"'l1itll, electricene:rgy- tmdeI" ~ c:ontr3Ct pre.viOuSly entered'into, ' 
.' . . 

~ requesting t:::D.sCol::::u:!::tssicn t.o. order a: l"ell~ o:t ''thiS 'sernoo~ • ' 
, , 

an([ 3. p~biic :b.ear!I:g :b.sv:tl:g -oee::l held t1lerecm 'and., ~:t:cg~ 

~rs.t.l:lg syste::lo;t' the: ~ Co-a:a:tyPavz~ COmpa:cy is 1llsLle<;LttSt& " 

to. ::trXJ!Ply its present cons:oers" ~ it.v;lll be, necesssry ,t:b.a.t tlW' 
~e County POWErI" Comp~ o-o-t:nn adclltional. su!,pls o:tenergy '1xt' 

Cl'de%' to- serve ~<l COllSCIIOOrs~ tb.::l.t the system 0.'£ the San .T~ 

Ligb:.t :md. Fower c.o:rporation. otters the most available and Oll:ly",:prac-

:pro.=-e 3.:ld. give sttri"icient bond. oz- otJler &<f.%.ivaleltt,'seC'llrrti~the 

S3lOO', to- ~e 3.PP:ro.ve<1 by the J:.dge of tae, Su:perior GO'tl%-to:t ,'~~ 

Co=ty~ to cover the J?~~ 0£' :power :tor o:a.e year, eitherl,.Z4s" 
. .. . 

, . , 
, ' 

horse :power or 1,000 horse power esdet'endsnt.a.t its optiOn l:t~E:lai'ter" 

sb2:ll. elect, ~ upon. te:ne:er o,:£' &?ie.,:>O:n:d or o~ secilrl.tyd&f'e:nd~ 

a::;t, ,shall wit.b.1n. 24 hC~ reeo~'dellv.ery- oi: e:r;.ergsto 'eomp:t8m;'" 

an.t as.:p:rovidetl :tzt their eont:r:aet, a=tciit,isf'a:rt::'ero'rdered.t:b:at 

the e:f'f'eet;1ve ciate o:f'''t:ais o~ sllsil. be~~th, 1.9lS~. 
It is to be S)?e:cifi~ tIl:d:er:s.tooo. 1;hat:, tile rste to. "be: •• " 

paid. ~ compla.1n:mt- :tor service- ~. herein: provided saa:u.be$40~OO:., , ... 
. '. " '" 

per horse :power l'erYe:J:r7"""l'ess ~..1:ervz1S&· £'ixect by·tliis C0xrm5~1on. : 

- lO -



The- forego:ing opinion. $lld. orcler are itereby approved. and. 

ordered. :rUed as theQl):Url.cxr. s:!ld. order- o'f: the~,ad C~1(:1n 

r4 ~e State· o.£' California. 

Da.ted a.t san :E'r3:z::eisco, CaJ.ifor.xua;,. ~J.t'~o.a:s ~ 


