
:Decision No.. 1.~ 

Ll'l the !latter of the s;o"Olication of' ) 
CTr:1V O'W·· r\I~r.N';:l'!!'I7\~':'':\1' ~-;:!!.c~- C-=-l-i.;:"o..,....,nl.·,e } ..... _... , __ ~ ~ .. _ ........... .,J",J __ , \.,o'If __ .1..1 ~, 

for a~thority to construct eleven J 
crossings.a.t grs.d.e over the track ) 
of ::he Atchison, ::o:peka. s:lQ. Santa. Fe ) 
RaiJ.vv'ay Com~S!lY i:l:. Ilsnha ttan. Bea.ch. ) 
.. 'tit. • • •• '.. • .. .. • •.• • • • '. .' • • ",' • • • • • • • • • • • .. •• • • • )-

@ rm n~ ni.\t1' r"I 1"'1 ... . I' '~Uni: I It fA! I! 

. r I m.l 'f- I
l1nl' ~ ~ J U;~ ~ ~!i fJU\ iLl: :.' . 'J U; f . '.Fill' ' '. . u···· . 

Application No~ 1621 

FranZ J,,;. Perry, :Cor a.pplicant 

M. Vl. Reed., for T·ile Atchi"so·,n". TO!,fek.S and, 
Fe 3.silway Compsny. 

DEV'!:IN; COtlwi S si oner, 

OPINION. 

Although tl:is application asks for eleven cro,ssings at: 

gr~.d.e it wss correcteo. at the hearing to ask for some at gra.d.e, 

P.·.·· 
··M··· oJ, ' .••• . . , . 

. -~: ' .. , .... : . '~,. ,'~.' .' . .' . ," ·N·,,· 
.ft}·: 

so~e uncleI' the tra..ck and SO:n.0 over tile track. end. one cl"ossing 

applied. :fo,!: (San?e c.ro stre et) was \Ii thd.ra.vrn.. As the spplieatioI!.·· 

was consid.ered. permission wss as}~e a. to constru.ct El Car:rlno Real, 
.' 'I' '.,,', 

?a.cific A venu.e t . Center St~e et and. Fifth street. at grade; Rosecra.ns 

Avenu.e, Secone. street and LongfelloVl 2.:venue una.er the track;a.nd..:, 

Oak .~,:venu.e, rEarine 1... venu.e ana. I'irst street over the track. 

Manhattan :Beach is a. newly incol"Po:retea. city. It· is. 

within its bound.a.ries has ·oeen s'tl.bd.i via.ec. sno. laid. out in.lot.s: • 

. track tooe crossed is So branch line of The .Atchison, :2ope.ks,,:iria. 

Santa Fe Reil71e.y ru.nning from L.os .b.ngeles to ~eQ.ond.oBeacb..' It. 

enters !Eenha..ttan from the northsbou.t· mid:way 'betweeu theess:tand' • '< • • 1 

. .' . . . . 
: ..,' . "J. , ",': ',..-: '. 

west oounc.a.ry lines of that city and folloV1s e generaJ.; sou\,t.c:.wesv 

.d.irection to a point ab,out in the centeroi the ci·tyno.rth aJ:!d. 
so ..... tl::., tb.en swing.s so,utb. :e.nd !"".nlS approximately :parallel to' th,~ 

ocea.n and a."oouta q,u.a.rter of a tlile therefrom until it leaves 

at the southern oo'undary. It effectus.lly d. i-v-l des: the -city 

two' parts and. on account of the fact that .. the co u.ntryis 

the track gener~ly lo~ ted. OIl high fills or dee:pcu ts" makes 
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:problem of crossings a. real one i7hile at the same time lend.s i tselt 

At :f)resent th ere are fou.:!' cros sings in use over the' 

track altb.ouge. none of tb.em he.ve been dedicated to the public and 

they are open 6erely on sufferance of the Sant~ Fe. t:;:he service 

over the track to be crossed. is light, consisting of two trains' 

each way per d.ay; the princi:9a1 train service to and from Los 

lngele s being on th e ?:::.cific Electric along the bea.ch. 

Tb..e circuitou.s route taken oy the Sant0- Pe thr ough the 

city mskes it, of course, necesS8.ry to hsve rc.o:-e cro ssings than would: 

'be th e ca.se if t.he track ran 6..ir ectly 'between the pOints where it 

ente!'s end. leaves the city, for the reason that -ooth north .and . south 

east and west crOSSings are 're~uired. ~he fact tha.t the, prese nt 

iugs a.re not dedicated to the city and mSlJ not be permanent "T~kes it· 

imperative that the crossing question shoul,Q. be solved both 

iently serve tho 00 who now live in l.!anhatten Beach and 

who co:n:template purChasing 10 ts and. erecting homes to know defi!J;ite:r.Y: 

\ib.at they m~ eX'~ect in the way of crossings, ana.. the routes conse-

q,uent u.pon tlle!:l, to enable the:n to get to e."1d. from suo-cr-osn ca.rs 

on the Pacific Electric tracks and. the bu.siness Oistrict; oithe 

which are in the ea.s tern 2;>axt of tb.e city along tile oecich. Where 

cros sings ere affected. in a manner other t:c.s.n at grad.e, { .. e.~. by going 

o'Vor or Denes. tl:. the track in 811 cb. :z. case as this, the'Commis sion \,isfol, 
" '. " "" 

:ptll'ticul~ly interested. in them, its principal d.uty in cro ssingmat,ters 

being to safeg.1c.rll, as much as risy be, tte ero ssings whl:cb. it· grents" . . 

Bone. whe!lproJ;'erclearences are observed inbu.ilC:i~:overheaa.. or -mder-,'" 

graa..e ero ssir.gs , its. interest in them practically ~eas,e:s. In this . 

case the city pro po se s to as surne all expense of tile crossings 

:proposea. ana.. it is probable that t.be Santa. 3'e is not particuJ~ .. rly 
. . 

interested. in tho se ero ssing~ not at grade. TInder thes e circumstances> 

it is not necessary to a..iscuss to any greet length the public 

necessity anC!.co!).venience of those crossingS applied. for Which :axe '. 



to be mac.e in So manner other ths.:n at grad.e. \Vi tb. the exceptio~ 

of ?irst street I am of the o:9inion t hs. tall 0:: the over or u:o.d.e!'" 

grade crossings reQ.uested. should. be' gr~l1ted. to theCity.I:~ngfellow 

1:ven1le is the :lost southerly street in the city; Bosecransthe.most 

!lortherly s.n.d. with the excep~cion of tbe ter.ci tory imme6.:!.a tely n.orth. ' .. 

snc. south of Center street the rest of these proposed. Uncler ana.' 

o7er srz..~e crossings are 

between these streets. 3'irst Street the crOSSing D:ro:po'Seo. is 

now i~proveQ Will have to be torn up. First Street is 'between and: 

close to the :9ro:poseo. ero ssings at; !:ongfello71 AVen'1le a:r:a. Second-

street, and. it will "oe the :no st eX:90nsive ero ssing to const!'1.!ct of' 

~ ~. ~. .. h any 0 .... u.c.ose ... 0 r Wl1lC application is wed.e. From the testimony 

I am convinced. that this crOSSing will net be built fors. long ti~ei 

in the rl.1ture, end I am unwilling to recommend. an orc.er where it 

is clear tha.t it will 'be ino:.oer& ti ve for a .long :gerio:d after it is 

issu.ed... Ii the city shoulc., in the n~er future, wish to constru.ct: 

an overhea.d. era ssing Sot thiS point and secures an easement from t,lie 

Ss.nts Fe, a. flArther application may be W3.Q.0 for it &"'10. an ex parte 

oreter T!.J2.y be entered by the CO~r:iission. 

::'0 eonsie'ler now the grad.e ero ssings. 'l'he. mo st northerly.'· 

of thos e e.P1l1i ed. for, namely, 31 Ca.mino Real, is' on So' north and 

S01ltb. rosa. sno. is aero ,sSing now in use. ~.b.e proposed.·· overhead. 

cro sSing s.t Oak ~ven1;,e will 'oe aoo--=.t 250 feet south of this gra,de 

era ssing and. the :proposed und.el"gl"ao.,e crossing at ?.osecransmll,:oe 

less than 1200 feet to the north. I believe that these t"i10 gr;cie 

sepa!"a. tions 'Will amply care for trs.ffie with but 'Very little 
. . 

incon7enien.ce to the public, and. tha.t Jlihe 6.anger 7lhich would. b.e 

incnl"te& by this arassing rew.£iping open wonle. IDQ;ce tban O,fiset this 

inconvenience .. 

:::'b.e E~cific Aven .... ~e crossing,_ is now o];)en and in u:se~ It 

is aboi;,t 500 feet away from the proposed overhead. ero sSing at Karine' 
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";',,\'e:c.ue Zona. cen T'ery ';7ell 'be. eliminatec.. when that overhes..a. crossing 

is comple ted. Counsel for a:9Plice.nt st2.teo. thet proceeo.ings were 

no":7 'iA...71d.er 7ley for the constru.ction of ~b.e overhead. at !i[a.rine Avenue 

but toot it might be so~e time before they couJ.<1 be ca.rriecl to a 

conclusion. In the tle~nwb.ile it is clear tbz.t Pacii'ic i.l.ven:u.emu.st 

re!:lsin open, and I will recon:.r::.end. t:ca t this cro ssing be granted. . 

to the City for a period of IS months :a111ess Ma.rine Avenue should 

be o:pened. before that tine. If~ at the eX".9iration of the 18 !:lontb.s, 

:;ra:rine .~,:venue is not yet opened the Commi ssion CeIl, if i ttl'_inks 

proper,extend. this time. 
t 

Center street is the main east and. west thoroughfe.:re .. 

::-ro:::1 :':anhatta.n Beach to t.b.e County Ro&d system ~eed.ing to· and from 

Los lngele s. ~he .-cro ssing over the tr.ack is in use a.nd; .,ha.s ·bee:o. 

in use for a. n:c:mber of years, s.na. the street was imp:coveo.. by the 

county 'before ~he city was incorporated.. S:here is ·very little 

cb.e.nce for a. gra.de separation at this point. 1he nearest orossing " 

proposed. to the north. is the overhead. at Earine about three Clusrters '.' 

of s. mile w.s.y. ~o the sou~.;h the nearest cro ssing .conte::Jl:pla.,tec.. 

to be g.r'$.nteci. in this applies, tion is the und.er: grade crossing at 

Se.oona. street a-oout one-half n:ile to the south. .1: am ss.tisfie·d. 

ihst thiS cro ssing shou.lo. rer:w.in open and. be· ~s.u~ea.. as s:pplie<lf"or, , 

ana. since the testimony we.s -~a.nimous to the effect thet the view 

of' trains from the north is baa.ly oostructec.., I will recommena..that 

it be protected by an automatic flagmall. 

The last a:c.6. most southerly of the grad.e crossings applied. 

for is s.t Fiith street. l~o need. was shown for this crossing at 

this ti::ne. The street is open only fro:::'. the track to the west. 

To tb.e east th.e l:::n.d .has not yet oeen subdi vicled and. to 6s.rry "tills. 

street aCl~O ss the track 'ITould serve no :~)U "olic convenience. It. 

appears t:o.at there is s. possibility of securinggredesepars.tions 

.one clock north ana. one olock soutb.from this street sn& I. am 

setisfied that the .application in so is.!' 80S it pertains to the crossing' 
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oi this 
I 

street shouJ..d.. :cot be grante<i ~t this' time. ' 

';71th tile construction of the cro ssings gra.nted. in this 

ap:9lication eo.6. the installz.tion of z. protective d.evice a.t Center 

street 7 I believe Ms.nb.ettan 3e~cb. ;;ill finO. itself well provic.ed.' 

with cro ssings for prese:c.t neeo.s ana. will certainly b.s:ve 

I am confid.ent tha.t with 

the growth of the city. the topogra.phy of the country an6: the 

progressive policy of the city officials in avoiding grad-e cross

ings Vib.erever po ssible n'ill make it probable tha.t,s~~h crossings 
I 

as are needed in the :future will be other thsn grade crOSSings.: 

I recomn::.eno. 'tb.e fOlloWing form of ora..er:~ 

ORJ)ER -- ---
CI~ OF ~,r..u'EA.::r,'I;U~ 3E1..CE,: heving filed. its application' 

l7i th the Cor::~'j sSion for permi ssi on to construct eleven (ll)cro sSings:" 

at g!'ao.e scro ss the tra,c:k of The ..;.tcb.ison, Topeka i!ld: Ss.nta Fe 

3eilw.s.y Conpeny ,s.nd. So public hea.ring b.aV::;'lg been held: at whiCh 811 .'.' 

interested. parties were represented., and: this applics.tion,Mv:Lng be'eJ:." 

nOd.ified. as:, Shovvn, and. it appearing tb.e.t the .applice.tion ShouJ.,d.be' 

gra.:::ltec. in so far as it :pertains to sone of these crOSSings .. a.na. &sto 

others it should. not be gre.ntecl. for reasons set ·fo,rthiil', tb:e ..... 

:for ego ing opinion t 

IT IS E'S"REBY O:?J)E?..ED. That :per.ni ssion b€ hereby granted 

the City of M:a.nb.a. ttan 3e8..ch to construct :EZosecrans l. ve.cue, Secona' 

street e.nd. longfellow £'venue oenea th, the t;rs.ckoi· The Atcb.i son •. ' 
. '" 

TO:gei:c. and. Seo.ta Fe Rs.ilws.y Com:?-a.ny" and. Oak"=" venue and :t[e.rine 

A"1enile aoove the track of ~lle Atchison,. 7o:9eka s.n<l santa F.e 

Company t S'J.bjeet to the following conditions, viz.:-

(J .. ) Tb.e entire expense of co.nstructing these cro ssings shall 

be borne 'by the City of ~'':"f-lnb.a.ttan Beach. 

(2) :::.b.ese ero sEings sb.e.ll be constructeo. with clea.~nces to 

co=.forr::. to the Com:mission T s General Order No .2'6. 



grantee. City of :i.[anhat""sn Beach to constrect ?acific',A.:venue at' 
graa.e a.cross the track of ~b.e .Atchison, Topeka. and. santa. :5'e Railwa.y 

Company for a. period of eighteen (IS} months, unl.ess Marine .A:venue 

De complete6- before that time. Wb.eniiIarine A.venue crossing is' 
• ,I I • 

coople ted or at the eX:fliration of 18 months :trom d.a.te of this order 

this c!'o ssing shell 'be i::m:ediately clo sea. and s. bando·r.e d asapuollc 

highrey crossing- ~he ent ire eX.fi·ense of constructing tb.i.s.cro~si~g. 

in So good arid. first-class condition for the s.de ana.' convenient 

use of the public s.bell be borne by epplics.nt. Grades of 

sha.ll not exceed six (6) per cent. 

~b.&t perrei ssio!!. be hereby, 

g:r~teci City of ~1a.n..battan :Beach to construct Center Street 2.t gred.e· 

o ... er the track of ~he ,Atchison, Tope:;":aano. Swta. Fe Re.ilrey 

Company, S',fcject to the follonng conditions, viz.:-

(3..) The entire expense of cOl:lstrueting thiS. crossing sQ..:>il 

corne by a:flpli C&ll t. 

(2) S:he. expense of maintaining this eTO ssing tiler,eaiter 

r,i thin two (2) feet of the rails of ~b.e i.tchison, :o'oeka ana. sSrite, .-, 

:5'e .:2e.ilwey Company sr..e.ll oe "0 orne byappli csnt. ':,he expense. of 
. . " 

:cs.iciaining the era ss·i.'1g 'betvTeen the' re.ils and. to a point two· (2) 
. .. 

feet oii.tsidethe:-eo:f sb~t' 1 be corne by C:::.b.e Atchison,Topeka and. ." 

Se.n:ta Fe Railway Company-

(3) :E'o.r t.b.e pTotection of tb.i s ero SSillg ::he Atchison, ~o:Peka 
. . . ., -" 

and. santa Fe 3.ail1'l2.y Cor::.pany s.ball install a first-class automatic: 

flagmen of a type to 'be s.pproved. ·oy the Commiss ion. ::'he expense •. 

of furnishiIlg and instal~ing tb.is fia.gr;mn sha!. 1. oe"borne by 

al'plicwt, and the expense of its maintenance thereafter shall ce·· 

borne by '~.he Atchison, C'opeks. and santa Fe. Railws.y Company. 

rese:-ves tile right to tlake s'IJ.ch fu.r.t,j.b.er ord.ers =egarCirig. this' 

applies. ti on as to it =:nay a:.9pearto be r igb.t and. p:roper ,:mdt<> 
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revoke its perrd ss10.ll if, in its judgment, tb.e pu,blic convenience 

end necessity dem~a such sctio~. 

':'.b.e foregoing o:ginion and. orCier are hereby a:s>proved. 

~& ordere& file& as the opinion an~ orQer of the RailroaQ 

Co::;r:;.i ssion 0 f the state of Ca.lifornia. 
. . .~ .. 

De-tea. at San Francisco, California, this ~2 . . day 

of Ju:c.e~l915. 


