
Ilecision l~o,,' 

., 
. ' 

TEELEN, "COmoiSs.ioner. 

o ? INIC N, 

This-is an application, by Pacificl&ght'and ',,'" 

?ower Corpora.tion 'for authority, to incJ:.ease ihe:/rates':fo::" 

ele,ct:r-ic service, supplied: by it at.Bfgcreek i!l:Fresno' 
, ,,' 

County. 
,', .\ 

It, ap'pears that petit~o:J.er owns a. ce'rtainhydr<>~ 
, .... , '/'-

electric plant at Big Creekwhicb: wasconstructe'd by the", ' 

stone and Webster Constru.ction Company. ,The"constxuc:;.;" 
" . ", . .',':. 

tionwork at the Big Creek plant ws.sstarted duriilg the::'" 
, .'. -',.,'" 

winter of i911"';1912 end., the" :plant wiJ.s tilrned:over'to,thE! ' 

o;mexs a.bou.t:: 'June~, ,1.913. D'llXing the,construction 'pe~Io(i "::, '., 

l',eferred.,to, electric energy was: utilize'dfor: powex"pur-: 
" , 

poses oY,the Stone alldrfebsterCom:ps.ny:~nd..,i:r:ibid.eriiii 

thereto., elect:ric lights were sl.lpplied 

buildillSs:of the construction,camp.; 
" -." 

To' 'fUrniSh' 
, " ".' 

J, ',: ; '.' 



electric lighting service to itsconstru~tionca.m:p, . 

tbe stone and. Webste:r cot!paIlY'rancert~i:O: Wires~ sus-

pend.ed. mostly frotl trees.. to the variousp.ointswnere· 

,the lights were. to be utilized.. Due iio the iac-tthat· 

e.largeiorce of ;nen vrere engaged upon thew-ork referred:. 

to fo:!:' a period. of approximately t~o years, other perso'ns. 

ti:l.an the Stone e.no.. ''Webster Company"s employees located. . 
. . 

at Big Creek and these people req,uested e.lect:dcser:vice .. · 

which ; service ,in several instances at least .. wa's: supplied. 

to them by the Construction Cor:.pany at a. straight meter- . 

rate of 8 cents "Oer kilowatt hour or a flat rate. of 35 . , 

cents per::rI.onthper 16 canUe powerls.mp. Upon.the 

,completion of the Constru.ction CompanyTs W'orks.t.Big. 

Bena. during t11e s:o.mmer of 1913, the electric servic-e ., 

tJiereto'io.re supplied' by the Stone ana. Webster Co:::rpa..ny~ to> 

persons ot:b.er. than its employeesw.ascontinu.ed. 'by pe"ti;" 

tioner at the same rates until abou.t Jun~ 1914, when 

petitioner, withou.t authorization fro::::l this Commission 

as reqUired by 'law~ sroi trarily raise·a. said-rates. to 

'those, shown in t11e following tabulation: 

INCRE.!SED RATES. FOR 
ELECTRIC SERVICE ATBIG:CREEK 

First 
.Next 
Next 
Next 
Next 
Next 
.Allover 

25 K. W.:2:.. at' 15~, !'er'Z. 'J.B:. 
25.K.W.R .. at 14¥.:per, K .. W'.E .• 
25·X. 'iV .. E:. at 13~( perK"VI.E. 
25- K. W .. Eo. at 12e."'Oer. Ie .. 7fT .. E. 
50 .K.W .. :a:.at ll~ perX.W.R .. 
50 K.W.E. at. lO¥..:pel' K.W.:S:~ 

200X. W .. E .. at 9'rj. p,er:K.:·W .. :s: .. 
Iltinimum bill. to be .. mi the. basiS: of 1o(l per lamp 
Mininro.m . bill in w.y ill stance'. $2,. 00 . :per month'. .' 
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TABLE I. (Contra .. ) 

INC3EASED RATES FOR 
ELECTRIC SERVICE AT BIGCP..EEK. 

For ~ower 

First 
.Next 
Next 
Next 
Next 
Next 
All. over 

25 X.Vl .. E ... at: 12 ~per K~1N~:a:. 
25 K. 'tV .. H. a.t 11 ~ per K .. iff.E • 
25 z:. W .H. a. t lOi1. p'e r K .. W·~R. 
25 K.W_E. at .. 9# .. :per K.~w .• :a .... 
50 X .. W.E~ at .8~per K .. 'W.R. 
50 K.W .• E .. at 8 ¢:perX.W .. R ... 

200 X.W .. R. at 7. ¥1'.erX.W.E:. 

~1i:ini:nUI!l bill to be basea.. upon 02.00 per ::a: ... ? .. 
iorconnected loa.d •. 

lfinimUm ::::lonthly bill $2.09' 

The establishment· by petitioner of the, 5:ate.s 
""'.' ," 

shown in ~a'ble I .. has resulted. ina geners,lincrease'of" 
. ," 

from 50 "Oercent to 100 ner' ce·nt i:o. all ratest:heret¢·:to·re..·· 
, - . ... • . ',' . ," " >"\",',' 

c:harged. by it for elec·tricservice supplie>d.at.Eig: Cl"e&k.,. 
. ~ '" .. , 

Inad..dition to asking the approva.1bytb.is: C09-

:n.ssion of the increesea.. rates soe·s:tabli.s:a.e·d~ :petit~b:rier' 
, . '. ",', 

requests. authority to make eifectivec:ertain·rules·ruid 

regula tions as follows.:· 

, ..... 

2. 

TABLE II .. 

All necessa.ry line extensions to consruners re-
sid.ing wi thin 100 feet of the COm:9a.nyfs exist~ 
i::lg m~ins will be ma.de at tile·company' s e:iPen.se. 

ill line extensions: in excess oilOO fee.t·of.. . 
the companyts existing me.iD.sshatl "oepaid .for 
llV nOn~ThllufJ ~n~ I ~n ~A~ ~vep. t. tha.t CO!lsume·r-UJ U U 8[J]O ~ Cll!ltt, IUA H'\\ \ I \ ,~ 
desirEfS tb.e company 'to mai.r.tainsUci.::. aad:itiona.~ 
extens:tons. then th.e e:x:tens:t on w:t~~ s,:a:'!;.omat:tca.:t.;...: 
ly Decome the property 01:. "the compa.ny--

'.' . 



TKBLE II. (Cont,fd. ) 
. , 

PROPOSED RULES ANDR:EGDT~TIONS 

3. .tmy consumer using service· for :periods, of one:7 ' . 

two or three months during the' summer;' shall 
d.e:posit in advance with t~e company,a sum' suf;.,. 
ficient to cover the cost of the"Orobable.con~, 
sumption during this period at the established' 
rates.' which sum. shal~ in no ins,tance ~ be less 
than the monthly mirli!:l.um times the:nu.r:lber of 
months used. 

Feti t~ioIl.e::- attempts to justify the,in:creaae 

rates e:tBig Creek by the contention t:b.~tthe' Sll:pe;~ntendErLlt ., ..... . 

of stone and. Webster 9ons'tz-uctlon .companYhad,·'··vio'lated,:ipe.~~': 
, '.' ,.' .. \, .,,,,'" ", 

eific instr;uctions not to furnish electr:I:¢ servic'e.eXc·el't, 
, ' 

~ ," • J' 

toi ts enl!>loyees 9 wli.ich 'Violation wasnot;'diseo,ve:r.ed,bY-
. ~', " . 

petitioner until after' the'Constructi'onCOlXlpsny'had' 

:pIe ted its, work and. until af'ter'complaintregarding 

iate increase was made to this COI.ilmisSiO~ by one ·ot': p~tl.">,· 
'. ',' ' .' '. 

tioner'sconsumers at Big Creek. 
.'.,," 

edthat. the ~atesfor::nerl~r charged by' theStoneandWe'bste~" 

Co~pany were contlnued. bypetitionerT s. empldyees:throu,gh';;' 

!:rl.stake'. 

Ins'U.pport of the app:Liee.tlon forauthor1tY',t9<;' 

increase· t:he'ratc:s endesta'bli.sh certainrlllesandre·gu.- ..... 

lations, petitioner allegesthat~ ·OWiIlg,to.the:'ld:'g:b.~le;~:< " 
. " .<" .. ',' ,,"l' . ,e, 

ve.tion (apP!"'oximately 7 .00:0' feet}s.r..o. the severe·,clima;.· 

tic cond.itions existing at BigCreek9 the cost 'o:f~erv~' . 
,i"" 

ing the few consU!!'lere, whose demandsarelarielY'O:fa . 

I seas,onal :rie.ture, is excessive and tha.t, eve:::l.' at 'the e.di. .' 
. ",.. ,",' 

.. -'.,". 

vancedre.teput into effect.i111S14 the: servi'ce '" " " 

. . 

su."O"Olieo. at a loss • . -" 

- 4-



. . .. 
The investment of :petit.ionerindistribu.t.ing ... 

. '. . 

l1nesand:. accessory equiptlent is claimed to be as follows::' 

TABLE III. 

STATEFJIENT OF DIST~IB'O'TION CAPIT£G 
IN CASCADA DISTRICT 

BY PACIFIC LIGHT AND ?OVf.ER CORPORATION 

. Invest!ne:o.t; 

?olesand.Fixtures 
Overhea.d .. System 
Line Transformers & 
Sel:"Vices. 
Meters 

: : 

Total 

Devices.···· 

$ 265.S5~ 
789.06. . 
.610·~·85. ,'. 
355:~41·: 

'.,213:.-51. 
,; .. , 

$2: . 212:~18 .. 

. .'- ," 

.. In connection v;-i th the ·sts.teme~i.of capital/' 

shown in Table I!! • i twould s:o'Oea:r tha.tthi~· statement , w_,· . 

" \ , 

covers the. entire original cost of :geti ti onel' r S d:1stri-

cm.tinglines and· equipment includiIigthat. ins.ta:.lled.by 

t:b.estone and Weoster Company for service to i ts·employe.es : 

~d. for ligilting· its cons·truc.tion camp at B:LgCreek •. 

Under such circumstances it would· seem: tha.t s.·l~ge'!Jart.: 

of this cal'italis chargea.ble to, a.nd: is in ali.pro~abiii~Y ..•... 

inc;Luded' in~the .cost of the' :Big cre.ekPl~nt~····· ( it::arii;;' 
',' . 

. event it is clearly improper toclla.rge to a:f'e~isois.te~d··'· " 

cons'tUllersan. fuvestI!le~t vib.iCh,' upon pe.t:tt:ione;T s. 

::!lent~' was ·mao.e fo'r an eD.tirelydiffe~ent :9Ul'pose 
."/'" 

!,uxpose h.as alread.y been' accomplishe,d. . . 

?etitioner~s'sta.tementof operating revenue 
expenses is given in the following table.: 

'. 

- 5-
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TlELE IV. 

INCOlrE &~CCO'ONT - CASC.A:DA:DIST?IOrr ' 

1. Gross Reve:nue 

2. O"Oe ra t in,.~E:x:"oense s 
(a.) Superintendence 
(b) Reset. and. Removing 

Transformers ena.~ret€"'1:'s 
(c} Electric Meter Overat:L'cms 
(d.) Com:nercial Incandescent 

Lamp Installations and 
Renewals 

(e,) Ins:;ection and ,Repairs 
Co::asu:m.ers r Installatio:c.s 

(f) General Labor and. Supplies 

'z. ril"aintenance 
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
Cd} 
(e} 
(:f:) 

Poles and ]~ixtu.res and: 
, Overhead. System, 
Line Transforrnersand 

Devie:es 
Station Transformers 
Services 
lIreters, 
nsc:ellaneous' 

4. General &Commercia.1 ~enses 

,5. Deprecis. ti on' , 

6.' Taxes' 4.6%o:f ' Gross 

." ~ 28.66 

10~55 
9.04 

9' .a.:"'" .... Oi 

f.." 1.:.8' 4"" 'l?:O • 0', 

4.5,4 
5;.02-

149~9Q. 
,20: .. 71 

".,26 

" .',' 

~, 62'.02 ' 

Owing to ,the lackofcletail in connecti~!J. 

statement appearing in Teble IV ~)thes:c.O~·ing,ma:de,:i.s, or':l:i~tl~' ,' •• ' 

value in cor.nection wi til th:is'prO~eeding'd~eto,t:b.~:f~~t<i~:~';':;: 
no attempt has been made to iegregate costs 'a.:p':pliCS'ble:to :tlie:::'.' " 
thirteen cons:wne:rs at Big ~eek froma:ay ~ther 
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!:lay be recei'Ving service in wha tis termed the,Cas:cada. ' 

I>istrict. 

sideraole number of the camp 'buildings erected at '3ig> , 

Creek by the Construction COID}?ansa.re now ,vacant and 
. . . . 

probably others axe 'being used..1iy:petitioner .:for ' s.tore .' 

hou.ses~machine sho:.ps,employe,es f ··qu.a.rters~etc. 
'.,; .. 

dott'btedly' such of' the bUildings-as are, :;'6wusedare. 

::tu..'l"D.ishedWi thelectric lightin€; seryic-ebythesame . 

fe,cili ties which sU:9!>ly the sevez-al patI:.ons ,o'fpetitio:ner ." 

who~e . not in its etlploy ~ and. no segreg&~~on.of either'···· 
. . 

in'Ves·~ment· o,r expense has-· 'be'en' .made: which :n·ll', -shOW' the' ..... 
relative cost o·f' the free service to ·em.ployees and' that ' 

',."" 

cost properlychargee.bleto otherconsu.m.e:rs~t3igcr:eek. 
I:::t co:o.D.ect:t.onwi th the me.inte~a.nC:e ~ne,~e. ' ...... . 

. ,' . 4. . 

char-ged. and. d.epreciation c~a.irn.ed by;.:>eti:tfonerin. the, .. 

District e.s shoV'm. i:n Table rv., .r ciesire:to'~all' ~a.:rticti1~' 
. " 

" 

attention. to!tems 3.( s) ~ 3( d.rend 3.(e:) ~ whi6.h'in:4:t'cate.·th~i;;, 
'...'. ,. 
, ... 1 : 

the cost of maintainingnPoleSaJidFixturesandOv-e'rhee:a.:: 

Systemlt , ltServices tT , and ITMetersTTa.moun~s.to, 6.':1:51'e:r::::e:ent" 

44.85 .per cent and.. 9.7 percent,' respectively ofi the1nve:st;';' 
. . ', ;"1 '. ","',," 

ment cla.imed. 

under the severe climatic conditionsalJ..e·ged. to exist ~t . 
Big Creek; . the. second item,S Cd) .,:is<urid.o'ti.bte:aly,ezces-, ,,' 

sive und.er any POSSiblecond.itions,and the thirditem',.3(eJ,'. 

can hardly be-justified. by the.'faet~' di'~~ios:ed .:f'rollievidenc~· 
. '. . . . " 

intr6auce~ at the hearing. 

matter of th.e maintenance coatclaimeclby :p·et;iti6nercon~·· . 
. . ,. . •. .' ' ," .. ',' . " "."'," ,','1"., 

villees me that with theex'pend.ii1lrei:rshovm:iD.T~~le'.rv;~:' 
.. each item. o:f:.d.istributione'quipment': wOuldbe're:pla'd~d. 

.' '. " - ',. 
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least once, and in the csse' of services not le:ss thans:ix', .' 

ti!llesthroughmain:tenance be fore 't'heexpira. tionof iiis .. , 
. '. . . '", '"',::, .', 

netura.1 life ~ a.:aa. unCLer these circumstances, it VTouldbe un-

necessary to consider the me.tter ofaeprecia.tionincon~ , 

nection with such facilities. 

In v:tewof all the facts a.s preseD.ted.ther~ can 

be no escapefrcmthe cOllclusicILthatpeti tioner,. whatever'" 
," "..'",' 

J:l.ay be.' the' jtl.stificat-ion forh:tgherratesatE1g, C;reek 'if . 

all the facts wereknoWIJ., nes fa±l~'dtoshow tha.ta:ri.in.:.: 

crease is wa.:rran:ted or should be permitted a. tthistiI:l.e~ 

s.nd. I Will a.ccordingly recommend.' tha.t . petitionerT~ appli~ ,. 

cation for:gerlll.ission to establish rates' iIl.exc:es~o,ft1icse ' .. , . . ' . . 

in effee:t at the t iDle the Stone and 7.TebsterC'onst;u~tiori 
Company completed. its work at Eig Creek. and, t o.:putint,o 

effect. certa.in rt!:les' and. regulations, be denied.·without "" 

:pre judice. . . 

As to the increased rates heretofore: es,tajjlisll~'d; 
oy petitioner for electric service ~t :Sig Creek .. it is ad:-

mi tte d. the. t suchincreas'e s were maCLe:wi thout applicati on .. ' 

, , to, or au.t~ority, from~ this Commission as spe:ciiiCallyre...:· 

quired. by 'Section No. 63, ?u.blic Utilit,ies Act~:a:a.d,in' 
view of'the fact that the only legal rates, applicable'to 

service supp~iea.. at, :Big Creek were; :the'ratesactually in' 

e,:fi'ect at the time petitioner commenced 01lers.tions at ;,tha:t 

:place, it Will 'be. neces'sary tnat peti tione,;: re~d to ita' 
several cOIlsu:nersaJ.l amountscO:llected by. it' .in excess·:.of· 

.. ' . 

the lawful ra.tesas· herein ina..icated,'. and. I rec:omme~d.·that· . 

the Commission '8 'order specifica.lly. requ.ire such.re:f:tUldS:.,·' 
. . "'. . 

I submit the follomng'forlr. of. ord.er.: .'. 

- 8 -



OE.:DER·· 

A pu.blic hearing he.vi:og been he1<l in the 

c:l.titled. :9roceeding and. the same hav1ngbeen submitted' and .. 
,being 'now read.y f'or decision, 

IT IS EE..'O.zBY OR])EEED tha.t the above er,titled 
. . ' i','. 

applica.tion be and.. the sarne is hereby diSmissed~thout 

!lre judi ce,. and 

IT IS FURTEE3.0RDEEEDthat within twenty. (20)' . 
. "\." " ".' '.' \ ' , 

days from the d.ate of this order,.. Pacific Lightend.,power· 
'. ," .' . 

Co:rp',orstion shali refund. to its. consumersailam.ou:ntscoi~·· 
~ ','" , " 

lecte:dby it for electri.c. servicesu:ppJ.iedat :ai·g cree~':~: 
excess of .those. amounts due under the rates in e:ffect.':tn., .. 

June 1913,. aJld that a true e.ndcorrect statement:: sho:w1.ng> 
in detail the refund.s made under' this' oider S'h8.11b~··fi:l~d .. 
byPecific Light and :?ower CorPoration withthis:CoDl!lll.S~iOn 

',. 
not later than thirty (30) clays from tlle date hereof~: 

T".!le foregoing opinion and. order ere he:reby.·s.:p-

'Oroved. anc..ordered. filed as the .,o-oinion a.:nd.Orde~ ofthEr' 
~ I' .,~,' , 

Railroad. Commiss·ion of the State ,of'. California.···· '. . .. 
, . . . ............ ~" 

]ated..at San Francisco.Califo;nia,thisot"'6'· ~::, 
",' " 

d.ay of June, 1915. 

~. ...~ " ...... :., .. 
.... " .... 1' ,'.', , .... , ..... ,' .. ,' 

_~_~_....;-;;... • ..:. .. ~.;.....;...;.....\;"'...; ••• ;....;...-..:..'-;.;. ~.,',':\ c' '. 
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