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BEFCSE TEE RAIL..'::WAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OPCALIFORN1A 

In the !r!a.tter of' the appli ca;tion of' ) 
The Western Union Telegra.ph co:::::pany, ) 
a corpo:::'ation, forpe:'mission to close ) 
its office and discoz);'tinue telegraph ) 
service at San Aridreas, California.. ) 

A. E. May, for The Western Union Telegraph. Company.. 

Jas. T. Shaw, for The 'Ps.cific Telephone and T'ele- . 
graph Company. 

C"'()RDON. Com::r.issi oner. 

.0 PI 1T ION 

This application by The Western Union T'elegraph Company; .'. 

fo:- permission to close its office and. discontinue tel'egraphser-

vice at S'anAndre-as was filed wi tho the Railroad. Commiss,ion'.imme-· 

d.iately follo~dng the i'iling of an application by Chas.: .. P. 

'\"lho o'\\"ns and operates a. telegra;phlinebetween Angels ,camp .and .. 

San A."ldreas, for permission to discontinue its operation., He.re~' 
":.' 

tofore telegrams fo·rwarcled. from. or addressed. to Angels CalnP have .. 

oeen transferred by The Western Union Company at S,an 

according to the ;present ap:plication these telegranls 

tuted. the grea.ter part of the business' hand.led. by The ,We~tern . 
. ,., " ," 

Union Company a.t San Andreas~ It is acco:-dinglyoy reasonoi',the' 

oOi::.~=:pla.tec. wi tild:=awal of the Angels Camp ollSiXlessthatThe:'i/:~~;­
e~n Union Co:o.:pany is n.o'f;V seeking permission to close . itS·S~ri., . .All,:.': .. 

,,", 

dreas offic.e u:oon the re"Orezentaticn that the rece'ipts <from the" , . . ~ . . . ... . 
. "," 

bala:c.ce of' its S'an And.:::-eas business a:~.:e not sufficient to"continue 

ti".I.e o.ffice except at a' consider;s.'bleloss • 

The line between Angels Camp and San· Andreas:,·o;wned,::by . 

Snyder, reaches only these 'tV10 points and, accordingt6:t~er:' 
testimony which was offered at· thehea.1'ing of theap:piicationtor 

permission to distontinue its use. the gross s;mountofbusiness;.,< 



handled over it is not sufficient to r:leet operating expenses •. ' 

Its continued operation v{ould, the::'e!'o:r-e ~ result in .loss to the 

owner. The Western Union Teleg:-aph Company, however, owns a.nd· 

operates telegraph lines extending not only ti".roughout Ca11for-

:lia, but throu.ghout the United states and extending also into 

foreign terri to:-y, and while it ma:y be shown. that the continued 

operation of its San Andreas office, if the "business arisine:' from 

the .Angels Camp office were to 'be withdrawn, wouldresultin..a loss. 

so far as that particula: office is conce=neo.., we cannot o·verlook 
. '. 

the fact that San Al'ldreas is 'but one of a vast number of offices '. .' "" ,"> .. :' .. 

which go, to n:.ake up .i ts b~siness aSS. whole, and it is 'but avery 

small unit of its entire syste!:l whichi tsobligations to t1'le<pub~, 

lic demand. that it shallm~intain. It goes w'ithout saying. that 

this Commission does not admit that, each unit in a system. of such 
. ' 

=.agnitud.e as that embraced in this applicant's system should be 
made to 'be profitable in and of itself. To grant that ,ea.ch 

~ate unit should be :lade to 'be pro,fita'ble woule: 'be to admit 

right of t'he applicant to come befo·re the Commission for ',&,uthoiity .••.. 

to close a:ny other or all of its offices, no !:.atter how.nece'ssa.:ry , ,,,d' , 

or important their operation may be to the public 1 if. they,c.otiJ:(L
i 

" 

be shown to b.e 'Unproi'i table when consi<?-e:'ed separately •. 

sible effect of su.ch action. if taken. car.not. of co'tti'se"be ig-

In this' particular instance, it happens that The:,Pac:f'fic 

Telephone and Telegra:9h Co:=.pany, which alsO hand.les telegraphic:' 

business , although it does not employ a telegraph' operator at, 
,- ." 

A1ldreas. has an office at this point •. and. if The Weste·rnUnion 

pany we:'e :permitted to wi thd,:-aw The' Pacific Telephone' and Tele-:-'.' 
, ' 

g:-a.ph Company will :-ecei ve and. forward telegrams 'by, tele:ph6ne~i: 
d.o not wish to 'be' unde:-stood to ~dl:iit that any pu·olicutilitY'·en- . . ."' " .. 

g~ged. in t!le teleg:-aph 0= telephone business in tb.~s. sta.te: may.,' 
at its pleasu:-e shift its respollsi bili ti es, to: others 

pen to 'be so situated as to 'be able to assume·anc. carry-the re-

s'Oonsibilitv, but in this case The Pa.cific Telephone e..nd. 
... .. 



Company !la.s not objected. though given. the oP!l¢'rtunity tod6 so .. 
, ' 

T:o.e hea:::-ing in this proceeding has a.ls,o developed that", 

since M:-. Sr.yder desires to wi thd!'awhis telegraph service at 

A.'lgels CaI!lP, The- western Union cortpany in, tha.t 'eventi s Wil~ing' 
to esta.blish an office at .. .mgels if it be permitted to withdraw-

fro::::::. San And.reas .. .Ample public notice of- the hearing o,f, this 

&pplication was given, but no one interested in WesternUnioXl 

service at San Andreas appeared to offer cbj €ctionto the pro";' " .' 

posed withdrawal o! the Western Union Company, and sin~esu'ch 

teleg:raphic business as ma.y be o!,fered. after 'the discontinuance 

of the Western Union office at San Andreas rz;J.y be' handl,edby-tele-' 

:phone over the lines of The Pacific Telephone and, Telegrapb. Com.;" 

pany, I am willing to recor:m;.end that, this appli cati or; be granted 

t;.pon the condition tha.t before it shall close' its San Andreas of:~ 

fice the applicant shall establish a telegraph office at-Angels;,; 

Ca.:Lp wi th the understa.nding that, if after a sufficient t;ime it 

should appeal' that its further continuance -::.ay not be warrant,ed~. c· ',", 

the applicant may petition the Co~ission for pel'rr.iss,ion to·d.ls-

continue 

The following order is'recolllInended. 

ORDER 

Applics:ticn having been :':1ade by The West-err ... Union Tele-

gra.ph CO::::'1>a.nY7's. public utility cor:9oration~ for :permission to 

close its office and to discontinue telegra.ph servi ce at Sa.Il .A:n~" 
d.reas) Calaveras County, California 1 and. a public hearing hav'il1g,-

been d.uly held.,. and no obj ection other tha..."l as set fo~th in tll: 
.. " . 

preceding opinion appearing, and it appearing to th~S com.is$io:n~ •... 

as further set fo·rth: in the preceding opinion, that' such tele;.. 

graphic business as may hereafter be offered. at San ,Andreas may 
be tr~smitted. by telephone over the lines of The Pacific 

phone anc. Telegrap~Company. 



IT IS EEP.EBYORDEEED that this application be' and it 

is hereoy granted. 

PROVIDED that befo:::'e tile applicant, The Western Union: 

Telegraph COI:lpan.y shall be pe:::rn.itted to close its office at, 

Andreas ,it 51lall establish a telegraph office z.nd ma'intain a 

tel'egraph operato::- a.t A."lgels Ca::..l>, Calavera.s County, and. shall' 

publish
l

Put into effect ane. file with this Co~iss.ion on Or be-

fo:::e thirty days from the ds.te·of a.pproval of this order its. 

the ra.tes at present i:::l ef:fect s-c. its ot:b.e:!" offices located in' 

t:he Sa;::le square in wh.ich Angels Camp is located • 
. A1'1] PROVIDED FURTHER tha.t this perr:..i5'Olon is. not to be 

taken as approval of the rates hereina.bove refe'rred to. since th.e 

Co::::..~ssion has not passed upon theil' rea.sonableness. 

AJ::;J) IT IS EEREBY FURTEER PROVIDED that. this' permission 

is not to be takency this sl'Pli cant or 'by an:y other public uti.lj:- ' 

ty operating within this State as a. precedent to be followed in . 

othe::::- cases • 

. The fo::::-egoing opinion and order are 

orde::::-eo. filed as the opinion and order of the Railroad 

of the State of California.. 

Dated at San, Francisco, California, this2n4.; 'day of 

ft1-. ms. 
',' ,,;, .... - ~,:, .:"",.~.-

;.~' " ,''';. 

Co:minissioxi~rs • 


