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| : OPINION.

The Oleta Telephone Company, the appllcant in fhms
proceedlng, purdnased what is commonly known as a fanmer tele-ﬁ
phone line from the Volcano Telenhone Company in Aprll 1915.3.‘o

The line extends from Oleta, and tne conntry olstrxct adaaeenx’t"”ﬁ

%o Oletaz 11 Plymouth in Amador Connty, and ‘is. connected at the e

la.'tter :poin‘t with & centra.l exchsnge which ls ‘owned and. opera.-bed
1y The Pa.lel».. Telephone ané Telegrapn Company. . The Oleta Tele-
phone Gompany hes 1o central exchange or switohboaxd of ita own.~a~7'"
_Ihere are now twenty telepnones zn use on the line;leadh recein;fffl
ing sthchxng servace through this oonnectxon w1th the.Plymouﬁh -
exdhange for whlch Tne Pacific Company chargee the rate ordan—

‘arily charged by zt t all of its simllar exchanges for farmer-

line service. | , |
| The Oleta Telephone Company 18 not an 1ncorporated

company To all intents and purposes 1ta members are subscrib-e

ers of The Pacmflc Telenhone and Telegraph Company, a8, Fully:‘
'entztled 'nnder tne rates Whldh tnax company enarges, g f.“'
- ice w1+h all other subscrmbers of - the Plymouth exonange w‘ hont

the . payment o’ any addxtzonal charge as they wonld be i

- were located in Pl ymouth and'were connected thh that‘

excnanue llnee.v In ooher words, the rates WhiCh The Pacifi




Telephone and Telesreph Company charges for their preaent servicedff\edd

entitles trem to the same Plymouth excnange ewmtchzng privileges ﬂ*d N

that all other Plymouth gubscrivers heve.

In its application the Oleta Telephone Company asks theff-"ﬁ"

Commission to allow it to put into effect a eharge of. 15¢ for elllfjffdﬁ

calls originating and terminating on its own 1ine, and a charge f;ﬁ@fﬂ

of 25¢ per call for all calls o“lginating at eny of 1te twenty

'statlons and termlnatxng at Plymouth and a eherge of 25¢ per

call for all cells orlgznatlng on The Pecxflc Telephone and'Tele-ﬁffi =

g“aph Company's llnes and uermlnatzng on the applzcant s line.‘itgif[
Toe purpose of the appllcan. in desarmng to make theee charses{‘ng"l

as stated at the hearzng, is to provzde revenue with which to

elp meet Operat;ng and malntenance cherges end to enable it»toijf";
colTect from those who are nov memoers of the comoany and who

ake use o* the l;ne for servxce Whlch they now get w;thout eny
compensatlon whatever to the company R

So ’ar as operat;ng and malntenance ehargee ere concern-ﬁ‘

ed, 1t may be observed that not only in the case of: thls applieant
hut- aleo in the case of many other owners of farmer 11nee similar'
1y owned and. operated, the rates whzeh mte membera pay for thelr
eervzce are presumed to ve su‘flciently lower than they would*be
required to pay
- waich the coﬁpany'furnzshlng the servzce prov;dee the necessaryoff:
'1nvestment in equipment and pears tne malntenance and operatingﬁ
charges, to fully o”feet those charges and to pay tnem lnterestﬁf
on thelr 1nvestment. In other words. the dsz;cultxes.w1th
which this compeny velieves 1tself to bve. confronted and whzch

it is seeking to overcome by imposing an udditlonal burden upon‘

- its members are presumed to be taken care of by the low rates“

afforded for farmer 1ine_serv1ce. As to the maxter 0'P tne usefdgﬁijfg_




of its line by those wao are ot membe*s of the comnany and who :
have contribuhed nothxng toward the cost of ‘the llne, tnere 13
apparently nofhlng to preveat 1ts members refusxng the use of

their elephones in such cases xf they des:re to do so.-‘

The s:.tna.ta.on 13V01V‘3d ln 't:hz.s cage is not an uncommon _

one in the eTperlence of te;epaone comnanxes of th;s character,;ffF”:"'”

but +o graﬁt ﬂe“uloSlOﬁ to impose such charges 1n such caaes would,'ﬁf«ﬁ

resuat not only in unaustly 1ncreasxng the charges for telephone,;jﬂf’Qﬁb

servlce, and in this particulaxr case in ‘denying the members of the‘jgj

| anpllcant company the pr1v11eges to whlch The Dacifmc Company 3

present rates entitle them, but would also have the furtner effect [f'”f

o¢ const*tutlng each telennone connected thn such lines a public __nt°7

telenhone toll station at all tzmes subdect to publzc uae regard-;‘?;”ff

less of locaulon and regardless o’ the wxshes of the party 1n
whose premises the station zay bde located. ' The reasonablenesa
of Tke P&“lflc Commany's rates for *hls servxce are not at 1ssue

in this proceed1ng,~bu if they are proper rates for the servxce

involved, %o permlt the former *esult would be unauat and unreason-L _gF

abie, and it is nlaln that this Commlssxon cannot require przvate B
property t0 be'devoted t0 the publlc use.:. I an accordxngly of

the opinion that this app¢1catlon snou;d e denxed and shall ao
recommend to the Comm1331on. |

1 submlt the followzng form of order. o

ORDER

Applicatlon nav1ng been made ta this Commissidn by the;fv‘

Qleta Telepione uompenj, a farme*‘uelepnone comnany, for permls-'fr"*“

sion to charge certain rates for messages pa331ng over its’ line: PRI

to apd from Plymouth, Anséor County, 2nd for all messages orlgzn-'
ating and ter roinating on its line, and 2 publlc hearmng havxng
veen held, and it apnearmng Lo the: Com“1331on,as set forth in the

preceding opinion, that said aon¢1cat~on should be denmed,

-3




17 IS EERESY OROESED that the application herein be and

it is7herebyfdéniéd.
The,"fdregg'iz;g’opinion and ‘oi"d'e'fv are‘:h‘ér'e‘by; '-:app-fyé.ve*d‘ and L
ordered filed as the vopi-nio‘z';vand ordexr of theRallroadCommxssion
of the State of California.’ e AT
‘_Datéd' at .S-an_ Francisco, Cal:.forma, th:xs / é ﬂ'aayof

Jaly, 1$15.

- Commissiomers.” -\




