 Decision No. .

i
/

| BEFORE THE RATLROLD COMKISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

Iz tre matter of the epplication of
C. S. 8. Forney, for zn order pre-
liminsry uwander Section 50 of the
Pubiic Utilities Act, thet an order
will hereafter 1°sue, finding that
public convenience and nece331ty re-
quire the exercise of such right or
privilege to furn 1S@O§§@ymnnablvants
of Newnmen, Stanislaus, /Callforwlu,
~with ges for light, neet and power,
s may herecfter be obtained by :
Ce. 8. S. Forney or dy =& co*porutzon
o be formed by C. S. S. :orney..

Applic&tion‘Nq.‘lSSl.

e S S e P N Mg e Nl P b .

* ) _
oA MeDoneid, for Wewman.Gast6m§any;.‘
C. 8. 8. Forrey, in Pr0p1° persona o
' Bradley V. Sargent, Henry W. Burkhart NIRRT P
for C. S. S Forney.,,. B s

~ GORDON, Commissioner.

_ Thl° 13 an appllcatlon by C. S. S.‘ orney for'an
'order, nnaer Sectmon 50, ?nbllc Utllltles Act Drelim‘n“ry‘x
%o the issue of & certificate thet publlc convenlence and
_ececsmty reoulve tne exercise by hlm of. such rzghts an& .
y-nerllege ag petltloner nay hereafter obtamn for the furnlsh—

lng of gas to the 1nhab~tants o*’tne Town. of‘Newman.t; f fﬁﬁf




It appears that some flve years ago a gas plenf
wes establlshed in the ”own of Newman Stanmsleus COunty,
by one A. B. LcDonald and °ssoclates and that gas service'f?fe‘
wes furnished to the inhabitsnxs of that communlty for somef’.

sixzbeen montas. Some time prlor 0 tne pass ge by Leglsls-ff7fy

'_ture-o the Pnbllc-Utllltles ict, and folloW1ng an accldentf‘ff“ﬁf-“

‘at tke nlanx end tae 1n3ury ¢¥ one o; 1ts owners the Plantﬁ»ﬂﬂ‘~*~*“

- wes shut dowmn end service dlscontlnned. Slnce the &1scon- ;

: vlnuance oL ‘the supply of gas a8 above related 0o attempt' '

' has. anparently‘been nede exther to glve serV1ce or to msln—fef“1'3f¢g

.'T-taln the plant. N | | |

‘ Dhe | orlglnel cost of the plant ana &1str1but10n
.system at Vewmun cannou be escertslned but Mr. A. B.-hc
Don d the present owner, vestlfﬂed thmt it may have been
between $l6 000. oo and $17,000.00. It anpesrs from ﬁhe'::'
VeV1dence that a large portion of- the plpe orxgznally laid

was secondhana and that in sll probablllty, a con31deruble

nort on et least, of the d*strlbutlon system would bave to ez)} fff*N

be reconstructed before iv could be agaln use&.- Ihe nresent

‘nlanu equlnment anpears to ve use ess 'and 1% would be necess- LT{.‘

ury to znstall entlrely new eculnment..

- LoD "unt alleves thst he hes an ontzon to purchase
- the nreeent pnys1cal g°s pronertles not 1nclud1ng real estate |

‘from mcDonald for $2 500.00 cash, and pr0poses to 1nstall &

ew and mode*n nlunu and renebmlmt&te the dlst*lbutlon system  'f”“‘

‘st exnense rougnly es+1matea as between $12 OOO OO and

els ooo oo

Petztioner has nelther secured nor applle& fbr 57f35fj




e franchlae 1n the ;ow“ of Wewman has made no adeqnate exammn—
ation o tke nresent ges nronerties, an& annarentlv he has coni
&uctea no 1nve=t1gat;on to determlne tne amonnt of business
"uvalluble.. ?otw:thstanalng What unpears to he sn almost tota‘
‘ll°ck of knowledge concernxng the present proPerty, anﬁ with in_
..defln*te plans for. future &evelonment petltloner asks that'th
 ‘Comm1ss1on 1ssue its’ prell znary order merely upon e showlng,
” that be ‘hes eecurea an optlon 0 purchase the exlstlng proper-f 1ﬂ3
ties presumably ownea by'hr. MeDonald and that he or hlS B
assocmates or successo*s may, at. some futare tlme apply for

8 franchlse to serve t%e Tovn of Newman."

Under tne c1reumst_nces, and consm&erlng the mattez~5“':""""“

ine the llﬁht o* t%e ev;&ence lntro&uced at the hearlng, 1t is e

perfEctly obvxous that the Oommmssxon could make no other Or‘”ﬁc;
| aer than to dlsm;ss the abbLlc&ulon.“ Vowever 1n order to

be perfec*ly falr to petltloner and. ulthoug% he requested on—ﬂ

ly four days, he was allowed two weeks in Whlch to prepare and]~-?""‘“‘“”

submlt to the Commmsszon 8 statement glvzng the fclloW1ng in~ jj{y f

*ormatio

Firsu.‘ - ir estimste of the o8t %0 rehaml:.tate ana[_‘j'ff'.-”f"

o~

reconstruct the present dmstr;butlon system and 1nstall new

| eouxwment.‘

Second. An estlmate of tne probable nnmber of con—;j,y?” 

sumers to be snpnlxed w;th gas end the rate proposed to be " f f~f

achargeq-

'Ehird;w; A plen for finsneing.

At tne expzratlon of the two weexs allowed for fur—- ”

nmshzng thn &&althEul 1,¢ormaulon deSlrEd no statement ha& t"




beén'filéd by nétit§dﬁer- nor hed any request beeﬁ maae“by:

hmm for an extenszon of time. Notwmthstandmng the fact that
neztmoner s failure: to commly with the Commlsszon s reonest
cou_d heve ressonebly and proper;y been. consxdpred amp;e gust- ‘
1f1cat*on for dlsmlssxng the apn“mcatlon forthwlth the Com— ‘
mission, &esxrmng to give every oyportunlty_to snpply the;""'
necessary infbrmétion directed a7commdniCation'to petitioneir
under date of uune 29th 1915, asking when the 1nformatlon
previously reauested wonld be supplzed.‘ Vo rebly was recemved‘
to‘the-eommnnicatlon‘above nentioned untll July lSth,‘when a f“f'

‘1ette* wes recelved to the ef fer that the informatlon Te- V‘

'onested vould "probably" e forwar&ed anrlng the next thmrty

days.‘_ -
_ .‘ Inasmuch es petmtloner s evasmve statement as’ to _ |
. the n*obable tine requlred to comnly thh the requests hereto—\rv.y“ ;
fore made 1s-not at ull satist actory, and in view of the fact
thet there hes been submltted to the Commxss;on absolutely
nothlng upon wnlch to. base an order such as that covered by
the epplicetion, 1 recommend that the appllcatlon be dismlssea ."* 1  

end I submmt the follow;ag forn oL order-

ORDER

| bllc hea*1ng havmng been held in the above entltled
-nroceedmng, and tne same hav1ng been submlttea and belng now

ready for d801510n

IS EE?HBY ORdV?MD thﬂt the above entltled appllﬂation

be, ana the same is hereby dlsmlsse& w1tnouu-bre;udAce. RTINS EA

v




The i‘oregoing opinion a.nd order are he*eby approved
-end ordered :t‘lled as the opinion and order of" the Rallroad N
Comm:.f-'szon of tae Stete of Cal:.:fornxa.

Dated 8t Sen Frs.nca.sco, Calm:ﬁorma, the /?Zﬁ
dey of July, .1915. |




