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SEFORE 0SE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE
. STATE OF CALTFORNIA.
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‘In the matter of the Application of
© GRAEAT WESTERN POWER COMRANY,
& cornoration, for en order prelimi-~
nary to the issue of a certificate of
public convenience snd neceagsity for
tne exercise of certsin rights wunder
a Trarchise to be hereafter granted
by the Comnty of Plumes, asrd for s
certificate of public convenience and

‘neceseity for the comstruction of &
certain electric power lire in said

f connty of Plumas.

Apnlication'No.'1767.
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Chaffee Hall, for Great Vestern Power Comnany,.~ oo
Curtiss Hil7yer, for ?lumas Light snd Power uomnany. SRR

DEVIIN, Conmissioner.

P INTION.

This i en anplication by GREAm WESTERN POVER COMRKNY
for en order preliminary to the icsue of & certizicate of publicr{‘ =
convenience and necessity for the exercise o* certain rights uanx”
der s frarchise to be heresfter granted by the County of Plumas,ff7 "
snd for a certificate of public convenlence and. necessity for
the construction of an electric nower line in Plumas County;

This is an &pnllcation in effect for & preliminary
order. guthorizing Great Western Eower Company to construct a -
22,000 volt transmission 11ne from Big'Meadows to Engels Copper :

| Mining Company uine irn Plumes County, &nd forqauthority‘to se11 n 

eiectrical energy to'Engelé connéf Mining cdmpany;nnnder*a'fran; 3r«7'
chise to e nereafter granted by Plumas County.. )

In 1911, eoplicant constructed 8 hydro electric nlant
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with an installed cacacity o SOO horse nower ct Burt Valleyb R
Plumas County. The capacrty of the plant mey be increase& to
1500 horse power. The plant was constructed to generate-elec-::ﬂfrtﬁ

trical energy used in comnection with the: construction of the

dem at Big Meadows. Between the dam.and the Butt Valley plant,gi‘;c
e distence of six miless applicent has constructed 8 three—phase
trancmisoion line. Since the comrletion of the Big 15/"649.610*«&&dasm:.,V‘-._,.-“%-',"JJ“l
‘the Butt Telley plent hes not been operate&, except for tha pnr-ﬁf\%fx
nose o* lighting a Tew dwellings &t the dam. It is now pro- f L§;f
-posed to Operate thig plant and se“l the electrical energy to- SN
Engels.Cocper hinin Companys according to the terms of a con-.'°cf~7
trect dated July 1» 1915. ":_' |
| Great Western Power Company hes 1o transmission linekfﬁﬁ[

bctween the Brg Mesdows dem and the mine owned by Engels Copper
Mining Compeny. The distance between the twc is approximately ;r;ju
thirty miles. The cost of constructing the line is estimatedKrfii
at $40,000. S S
‘ | Under the terms of the contract dated Jhly 1. 1915,
Great Testern ?ower Company has rorty days within which to com-_c;fﬂﬁ
j'plete the lire. R " 
| Engels'Coccer Mining . Company has agreed to purchaeef”"w
_nd pay for & minimum oL 450 horse POWET . The powcr company has
“given an option to the mining company to purchase an adaitionalﬁ'“ﬁf 
600 horse power on or before Jenuery ls 1916. Upon.giving 90
days notice, the power company sagrees to surply the mining com-””*"
pexy with & meximtm of 1500 horse pOWer. " R .“_iﬂ
_ On July 7, 1915, Great Tectern ?ower Company applied
to the Board of Supervisors of Plumas Comnty for & franchise to ,;;g?

construct. operate and maintarn electrical transmission &nd dia- o

'tribution lines along sud across the public highways of Plumas
County. The franchrse annliea for is to be sold to thc highest

bic&er on Sentember 8s 1915.; It is, of course. apparent that
e



u3t11 spplicent has obteined & franchise, ﬁO'final ordéf3cah'bo"' ‘””

issued in this orooeeaing. Moreover. any order whioh may be

issued et this time is only nreliminary and condltioned upon

the gporovel of the_franchise t0 be obteined by‘Great Wostern.~

Power Compeny from Plumas County. |
The granting of this anplication is opposed by Plnmaa f ¥j
Lignt and Power Company This comperny owns a.40—hprse power v
electric: plent locsted st Greenville. It serves the towms of o
Greenville, Crescent ¥ills, ;aylorsvxlle, the Indian School and
some of the intervening territory, ell in Dlumas COunty: ;«Ifs: fgo
vlant is at present operated st its full capacity. | _‘ ;
| Plumas Light and Power Company proposes fo enlarge‘
its plant. In its report, marked Exhibit "A", it reoorts the |
cogt of installing a 750 horse power: plant at $49,120 17._ The,:‘f
‘cost of instelling this pl&nt includes the cost of a 13,200 volt
transmission line from tha proposed power-plant to the mine of

Engels Copper Lining Compexny. Engineer for_protestanx~estimated»ﬁof"

that it wonld require three months, after the delivery ofﬂtpé o

nmaterisl, tO‘construct the plant. 'Appliéant;-oﬁothe othér haﬁd,fo L

‘reports that it cen construct the proposed transmission 1ine with- j,l¢

in thirty days. A repreeentative of the Engels Copper Mining
Company testified that it employed 150 men; that 1ts needs fo:

power were urgent, gnd thet unless it could be secured within £

short time, the company would have to enlarge ita ateam or gas _'['Lfvo

engine plant. o
I 15 JAmportant 1n this prooeeding to congider tho
position of Plumass Light snd Power Commany. This company and
its oredecesspr, Indien Va$1ey Light and Power Company. has at
varioug times ﬁnoeared before the Commission for authority to

lssue stocks end bonds.

On Mareh 3, 1915, this Commission in Decision No. 2193*‘:";-_'}?}}:{r

denied vit%out prejudice the aoolication of Plumas Light and PowaerFV”
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Corpany for authority te issue $525000‘féce.value of bonds. . Im ..

passiig‘on this spplication, the Commission said:

« "Dhere are two elements in this general
situstion, which sppear to render it unwise .to
suthorize at this time the bond issue as aprlied
for. The first diffieunlty is the pending
litigation over the water rights claimed by

Rourd Telley Weter Compary. The lease of

Plunes Light and Power Company of these proper-.
ties gives 1t tkhe option of purchase, but I -
believe it of doubtful wisdom for this appli-

cant to proceed with the counstruction of &
hydrcelectric plent with titles in controver-:

sy, &s in this instence, and particulsrly, when

we are informed that & decision may soon he
expected in this metter. The second element in
tnis situstion to whick I heve referred, re-

lates to the determinetion of which is the more-
feasible of two plans for the Plumas Light and
Power Conmpany to pursue. It may, as it here
proposes, construet ite own hydroelectric plant
and serve the territory whick it has mapped

~out for itself. It nay be possible slso for
this company to comstruct a transmission Iline
Trom Greenville to EBig leadows, as 1t proposed

in Apvlicatiog Bo. 1136, to commect with the ‘
Great Western Zower Company. From the evidence
at hend, I am not satisfied that the plan herein
proposed is the more practical end beneficial

fron all points of view."

b1umas Light and Power Company renorts that tne
litigation :e;errgd‘to in the former opinion.of the Co;missipn-
hédnbeen.deciaéd‘iﬁ favpr of Mr. Bidwell of'Roundivailﬁywﬂgtéf‘f._
Com@aﬁys but that & motion for a new trial haé beeﬁ fi1ed;‘ Bbﬁh”:v
plaintifi end defendsunt have agreed to dismiss the litigation pro-- -
vided this application of Grest Western Power Company is denioa._;  ‘: 
The litigation being ad justed, protestant hOpes to find & ready ‘
merket Tor-its bonds if suthorized by this Commission. . Assuming
that csuck were the case, it would require several weaks before
the protestant could degin construction work. upon itsupropqsng‘,?f
750 horge power plent. | ‘. B | o
Accoraing to the contraet between. areat Wéstexn
Power uompany snd ungels Copper Mining Oompany, the 1atter has
agreed to pa¥ for e mininum of 450 horse. power. | The power com— i

pany hes obligated itself to furnish a maximnm of’lsoo horse




poweTr. Assu~ing thet protestent were able to finance the"
construction of‘its proposed plant, it is by DO- Means certain o
thet the plant would heve a sufficiently large installation:to 
furnigh the power reguired by Engeis Copper Miningstﬁ@aﬁyQ the N
‘tovns of Taylorsvillé, Crescent Mills, Greenville andlaijéceni'
territory, inéluding Indian Valley; It is; of’céursé,‘éelf .
ev1dent thet a public uxillty car. not exPect this Commission t0‘7
_ nrotect it in Its territory, unless such public utility can dem-
onstrete thet it fs or will be able to give sdequate and suifiq— s
ient service &t reasonable rates to'that.territory. _

I f£ind no logical reason why Grest Wesfern'?d#ér
Compeny should not be permitted to.construct the proPQSea.trans~»-‘
' rission line end sell electrical energy to Engelé Coppei’Miniﬁgj

comQany. Before supplying eny other consumer in'?lﬁmas Coﬁnt#-

With electrical energys Great Western Power Company shall ob-

tein & supplemental order from this Commission.

In thls proceeding, Great Western Power cOmpanj
hes asked for suthority merely to serve Engels C0pper Mining
Compeny. The avorovel herein given, therefore, has,inxéoﬁ-‘
templation a finsl order which would permit Great WeStern:Power
Company to sell electrical energy, under the terms of the pro-
vosed Plumes County franchise, to the Zungels Coprer Miﬁing Gom—“
paay only. If Greaf Western Power Company should sﬁbéequehtly
desire to toke on additionel consumers in Plumss' County, 1t will”:“
be necessary to meke o separate application‘therefor. . Theﬂ‘
effect, therefore, ss fer es this‘procegding‘is concerned wiii'

be 2 preliminary order coxtemplating suthority to Great\Wésternf‘“

‘Povér Company to serve Engels Connér Mining'Comnany.‘ This por-‘.‘*°

tion of Plumas County is not now served by Plumas Light and

Power Companye.




I herewith subzit the following‘or&er. |
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GREUT WESTERY POVER COURATY heving. epplied to this Com-:

mission for s preliminary order suthorizing 1t to constrnct 8

trensmission line from its Big Meadows dam to the mine of. Engels L

Copper ¥ining Compamy, both Tocated in Plumas Couniys and’ for an S

ordexr pe:mitting it to sell electrical energy to sai& Engels ff“

Coprer Mining Company wnder the terms of & franohiSe~to-be~heré¥‘o '

efter greanted by Plumes County, snd & nmblio hearing having been . iﬁ

keld and it epveering thet public convenience end necessity will

require the exercise of rights and privilegev under a franchise ;~ 

which hag been epplied for but not yet secured from the Board of._-f

Supervisors of Plumes County, & ¢0Py of the proposed franohise

being attached to tne application in this proceeding and marked
Exhibit A", under such conditions as mey hereatter be specifiea,f'“
| I7 IS EERESY FOUND A4S & FACT that public conyenienoe
and necessity will require the exercise by Great Wéstern’“ower of.ﬁ
Compsny of frenchige rignts for the construction and overation
of & power line sand the sele of electric light snd power to. be o“”.ﬁ
hereafter granted by the county of Zlumes, upon such conditions

25 may nereafter be specified by this Comm1531on.

IT IS ESRERY ORDERED thet & certlflcate of public :\

convenience and necessity shell be grented to Great Wéstern

. Power Compeny for the counstruction and ooeratlon of an electric&l?;ﬂ

power 1ine and the sele of electric . light end power in.Plnmas
County wader & frenchise to be heresfter granted by'Plumas ;?~
Comnty; said certlLlcate of public convenience aad necessity to
be iscued after Great Western Dower Company shall have acquired
said franonise, es aforedsid, from °1umas Comnty; snd said cer-'
tificate of public convenience and necessity to be 1ssuea uvon
such terms end conditions as this Commission may designate after f ,
Srest Westernm Power Comnany shell have obtained said franchise
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from‘Plﬁmas County. : : : i
IS TUATEER ORDERED thet ureat Testern Power Company*?;
te gra.nted authoritys end it is hereby gr...nted au‘thori‘ty, to “
construct the proposed e_ectrica1 power Iine from Big_Meadowé _
t0 the mine of the Zngels Copper Mining Company, Plumas.fcjd;izx.i_ty; o
referred to in Exhibit 7C", attached to this épplicatidng _ -
under & franchise to be granted by Plumas Cownty, and‘én‘sudh‘
terms anéd condltlons ag may hereafter be svecified by'this

_Commission.

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby apprb#e& ‘”“‘“
end orderedv?iled es the Opinion and Order of the Reilrosd
uo&mission of the State of Callfornia. |

Dated at. San Francisco, California. this ;2 ’L4J

day of FLF, 1915.




