Decision No. .

S —————————

groN boseq

BEFORT THE 2AITROAD COMUISSION OF
025 STATE OF CALIFORNIAS

-
*

In the matter of tho apwlicetion S -
of AMOS E. STINSON, MABXEL IDELLA Spvlication
SXINNIER and NEWMAN L. FITZEENRY, .
for an order fixing water zrates " Noe 1961.
. at Stinson .Beaca, IlMeorin Cownty. ST

George H.Eerlen, for applicants.

‘As . Unton, Zor the consumers.

* BY TEE COMMISSION. °

Tois is an application by AMOS H. STINSON, N

VABEL IDNLLL SEINVAR snd NEWMAN L. TITZEENRY for sn
order fizing tue rotes for v‘:ate‘r furnissed to_tae
intebitants of the sub-divicions df_lénd witain ‘t‘h‘e :
bouzide.ri’gs of what is kuown as. "Stinson Renekh™y be~
ing the most soutbeas‘teﬂm}porfion osﬁ’ the Ra.nc'nc‘

Les Beulines, in Bolinas Townskip, Merin Lounty.

This commmuity {s generé.lly known as"“s“tin.sbn, Bes}ch"‘, |




and consists of 35 or 36 consumers, {neluding two
smell totels ond four or five families who live
thore througtout the yosr, the remsinder being
families who ere there o Zew weeks or months in
summer end. who mey or may not go there foxr thelr
week-onds throuwguout the rest of the year.

Spplicants are the foint owners of the
‘water plant wahich serves the sbove deserided com~
menity. From the evidence it sppears that this
plent wes originelly installé& by applicants’ pre-
decessors in order to make thelr land availabie for
purvoses of subdivision, and that the.plant‘has
boon somewhet extended by tae present owners, who
are also the owmers of most of the wnimproved prop-
erty in the immediate viéinity.

The water is obitained direet from.g peren»
nial stream f£lowing through thé Stinson Rench. ‘Mbst
of the water-shed 1s conparstively insccessidble, and
altaough stock remge over a portion of it at times
thexe i3 mo human pollution, and apparently the wa-

ter Is at present o good guality.

Toe plont wes first built in 1906 and em~

plified in 1910. The prosent system consists of

somo 6,800 feet of wrought iron pipe, a large por-
tion of waich is galvanized, conveying thévwater to
each house on the tract. From.the‘ihxake e short

Lour inch yipe carries the water to & smell redwood




- tank o£'abou$_l,10O gallons capacity. The ﬁgterfiéwV‘“

conveyed from tee tank by'meané bf‘a‘twb inch traﬁs+?
mission main. Nome of the distribution pipes excoed.
two inches in diameter, the greater portion of them |
being three-qugrtor iuch or ome inch. ThQ ev1dqnoe
further shows toat the pipes'héfefnot been burie&”tb
& proper depth and fhey occasionaily appear‘expoa4‘”
ed, the resnlt being that some of the conswmers. can;‘_'
not obtain cool water in'warm,weather. . | “
in examinstion of the property‘waa made by  |
one of this Commission's ansiétant‘éhg:née:s, Mr. o
F. Claxk, end it was stipulated by all parties at
the hearing that his figures aS“tbjth6 value‘of the
physical properties of the plent, irrespective of .
the value of the lend conneétedftheféwith;'might”bé
considered 1n evidence.‘ No other estimate of. the
value of the plant or its gost new was offered.
mae figures aubmitted in Jr. Glark‘s report tor the

estimated cost new of that portion of the plant

above-mentionea are as fbllowa-‘
Pipe'aystem..........;..$1.122
Tm ....v"-‘..‘.-‘..'.v-.. ' 54
Tbtal.......$1,176‘

Apblicanis also have approximately %50.00

worth ol tools and 1mplements uged and useful in aon—

nection with their plant. o

A public hearing was held on this matter

in San Francisco om Decomber 13, 1915, at which the




- general m&néger of the wétér'nlanf@nmr.'Kéﬁﬁaﬁ;f;
Eitzhenry. testified on behalf of the applioants,
and the follaving witne°ses testified on behalf of

'the c onsume I‘S T

Frank V. Mrw ‘
Mrs. ‘mhoms ‘Sprexc ex
Jules Eoff :
Ire. G. D.Harper

e Worrall

' JOSCph Dunn
A. 3. Andexrson
A.H. Upton, and . -
George 3, Harlan
These witnesses xenréseﬁted overy olass
of congumer, from the proprietor of ome of tbe hotels
to the owner of & one-room,oottage. and all of tbem,_
while willing‘to oy whatever‘rgtes might~be'aeter~

mined by this Commission to be reasohabiey'axpréSSBﬁ :

tbeir preferanqe for flet retes by the'yearfiaﬁher“

than rates by the month.

Several of the witnesses testified that
they had bougnt tae land from appliosnts’ predeoea-
SoXs upon an oral a°surance tbat their water rate
would not be more than $6.00 per JeaT, and appli- ‘
cants frankly stated thot thls nlant was 1nstalledf{
in order to assist tho owners of the Stinsonlxanch
tn<~elling the lotv of their subdivision. Epp;if
cants further sctatod tust thgy did‘not‘ask‘at £30 '.
present time for interest upon. any“of thé-laﬁdfré- |
served‘by then for théir ter—she& or fox. alleged‘

water rights connected tberewith. bum that all they




deuﬂred ot this timo wes enough income~to oover f.“‘
reasonable maintenance and operating expenses an&-~
interest and deprecistion on thelr pipe. tank and-“

tools.

Evidence wes introduoed &8 to & portiom |

- of the pipe Leving been secdnd-héﬁd‘and somewsat
depreci&téd at the time of install‘ztion. but this o
oonstituted only & small nortion of the whole and;
wo.5 oongidered by this Commission’s engineer in
erriving ot tne ostime te adbove referred to.‘

It furthor sppeered that m the past |
there has been more or less trouble with tLe supply.
owing to the 1nxake having occasionally bocome
clogged with 1eaves and twigs.‘ or. Fitzhenry test1- v
fied, homevor, that seversal. montns ag0 avnlicants
installed a new screen at the intake, and that under
toe plaht's prosent management &é‘felt~confident
conditions would be cons iderably improvad. g

In.autaorizxng the rates bereina ter set ,
forth; we b&ve allowod = certain increase in the
iten for mainten&nce and oneration over what appli- |
cante have devotea to this item in tac'past, 1o or-,.
der %o enable them t0 prevent in the future tna in-~°
terruptions of service cimilar to those complained

of et the bearing.

It also sappeers that on sSundays and holie
days during the Summer months there is often a short-

ege of water for the consumers on the higaer 1evels.




mhis ahortase is due to the small.storage~sapacity of

the plsnx and. to the leaxge drafts uyon.the supply hy
eertain of the consumers There sre three possiblev~ .
remedios: Eirst the installation by applicanxs o! larg-
ex. stor&ge'facilities. whiock, however, 1s impraaticsble

on aeaount of the large outlay. required and the heavy
additional burden.wbzob this would entsil upon the conp
snmsrs. Second, the establishment by this Oommission

of rules. for the prevenmion of the excessive‘use of wa -~ :
ter at such tzmes, but rules. whioh are not eniorcea are 7e
woree than useless. The most practicsble method of .
avoiding this trouwble is for each eonsumer to reslize - :‘
that during the times of aelsrge‘demend foruwste: i£ Hf: .

one uses more than his shere some'other censumef‘mnst ‘

suffer, and aceorﬁingly to be as considerste as possi-,-

ble of others.‘ we sbould suggest thst allﬁoonsumers
during meal hours should do as little irrigting ss pcs-
sible, and that whenever there is a large inilux of
people, &as during Sundays and other holiaays. thmr |
should either stop irrigeting entirely'or, 1£ any'eon—
sumers. wish to irrigste st this time. they should pro-‘
vide themselves with indlvidnsl tanks from wbioh they

oan 1rrigate without affecting the genersl supnly. If

tae oonsumers refuse to adopt some sush systsn as sng—
gested above, and if any namber of tbem eOntinne to use
water exxravagantly when the demand,ms greatest, this ,
Gommission may have to enforee the third posszble remedy. |
which will be to order the ;nstallstien of meters-throngh~
out the system. This would unqpestionebly eheek the |
‘waste of wster, bux, on. the othex b&nd. it wovld mater-

vially increase not only the fixed cspitsl but alno the C




'maintenanee and operating expenses. an¢ whioh would in
turn.materially inorease tbe cost of water to all of
the consumers. ﬁ‘ . | |

Ehe rates herelnafter authorized will. |
the epinion of thio Commise 1on.»be sufflclent to cower ‘ap-
plieant? maintenance and 0perat1ng expenees and yield sev- |
on per eent interest upon the value of the pipe, tank '
and tools, tosether with the annnal depreciation upon the
same eomnuted oy . the sin?ing fund method. A8 above stat-
ed, appl;cants did not osk us to consider, and this com- 1
mieaion.haa not eensidered, the valne ef the 850 or 300

. scres which applicants eleim are: usea and usefu;‘in;oen-.

nestion with theirtwater plant.

AMOS E. stwsom, MABEL IDELLA SEINNER ane
'NEWMAN’L. FYTZEENRY having filed with teis Gommiasien an
application fox an order fixing the‘rates for water et
Stinson Beach, Marin aonnty.‘ |

Ard & pubdblic hearing having heen hel& on said
applieatzon and the matter havins been.anhmltted and be— -
ing now ready for decision, this commiesion hereby findn‘
as 8 fact that the existing rates insofarx as they differ
from the rates hereinefter authorized are non—eempenaa-:f

tory and unreaeonable and that the rates hereinafter au-\‘

thorized are JuSt and ree.son.,'%g WW? W '99 UHMEU(I w

sa:!.d. appuco.nts- ‘ .
Basing its,eonclusien upenlthe‘fereéoing
Tindings of fect and on other findings mneh 8re con--\

tained in tihe Opinilon which preaedes taia order, -

7.




I!I! IS H"‘REBY ORDERL"D that s.p'olioan'ts ber

and the aame are hereby, authorized to pu'blish. and. ea‘tab-
1ish the follomizg rates for water o be mmiahed?-‘f”

1. TFor oottages of one room,. where the 1and.
ocoupled by the cottage and the land: ir- ;
rigated together do not exsceed 1,500
square Zeet, per anuum. ..‘............... $4.00

2. For all other residences. wb.e:ce the land
oceupied by the house and-the land irri-

gated together do mot exceed 7,500 sqp.are
feet. 'Oel' &nm:m .-o..o-nc.q.atctqt;-tooo:A"}SOOO

3« For each adciitional 1,000 square feet of :
land :erigated., PET SANWD ecesasasassass $ <30

4. Tor hotele .he i‘ollowing schedule- :
For to.e dmins room. per ANMU o 0ee $5.00
For the bar-room, 'per S NUM «s.eeees $3.00
For caohk bed-room (whick term shell
inslude rooms im cotteges cozmeo‘t- ‘
ed with the hotel and which are
not supolied with: house-kee'_ping
:Eacn.li“ties).- por a.zmum esesvensaces P .50

. For stage o:r live:ry stablea. pezz ammm ; “"6.00

IT I8 rmﬂm ORDERLD 't:ha.'t the rates Berein |

authorized shall be payablo :for each oalendar :y'ear, annual-‘
1y in advance. ‘ ‘ . ‘ _ .

IT IS FURTHER ORDm:‘?chﬂat "th‘e‘ lrates herein
suthorized ahall become effective wpon. Jamza.z:y 1, 19:1.6.
proviﬁed that a:pplica.ntw shell, within 'thirty days from -
the da.te of this Ord.er, mbli...h and £1le with the Rail-— k
road Commission its schedule of rates in d.uplicate.

Dated at Sen Franoisco. California., thiag‘ﬁu
day of Decembez'. 1915. |




