
Deaision 1ro. ----_. 

BEFORE THE :~ILROAD co~ruaSSIOK OF 

} In the matter of tb.o api:llice.tion 
of M!OS E:. s~n~SOl~, '1:AEEL DELLA 
SX.I1~ER a2l'd NEr.:M.8N L. :l!'ITZRENRY, 
for ~norder fixing r.ator rates 
at stinson .Boacb.~ Mc.rin County. 

} 
) 

AJ2'Olication 
} 
) 

No. 19&1. 

George E:.E:~:rle.n,:for a.:pplicants. .' 
A. H~ Upton, for the consumers. 

. BY THE COMMISS ION. • 

O:PIHIOU' -- .... -,..,-- , 

This is an applioation by AMOS R. STIUSON, 

YJJ..:BEr. IDELL1.. SZIN!~l!!t $one. lrE\·,~!1>.N L. I'ITZEEt~Y for ,an. 

order fixi"'oo tho X'$;tes for we. tel' furniso ad to the ".00 • , 
, .. 

inhabitants of the su.b-divisions of,land witb.in the- ' 

wunda.ri;es of w'oo.t is known a.s. "s:tinson ~~ncil", b~-' 
.. 

:tng tb.~ moet soutileesterls;;;port1on o~ tho Ra:ne he 

Las Baulinefi, in Eolinas T'owl'lsb.i"O~ Marin -c:ounty. ... I... . 
Xb.is O'ommu.n1ty is generally known as' "Stinson. Beaoh", 
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and C'onsists of Z~ or 35 aons'O.tlers. including two 

sms.ll hot els and :fo ur or :f'i ve families, wh.o 11 V& 

tb.ore tllrougb.out the yoar, the reminder be-ing: 

fami11ers wao ere t here a. :few weeks or month:s in 

summer and, who mayor may not go there for thG~ 

week-onds th.roughout, tile rest of tb.e- year. 

Applicants nre the jOint owners of tb.& 

water plant whieb. serves the ab ove- dGserib'eel eom-

munity. From the evidenc& it appears that this 

plant was o,rigi:cally installed by ap'P'lican ts r pr&-

decessors in order to mrutO th.eir la.nd available for 

Pur:PosS's of subdivision, and that the plant b.~s 
, 

been somewhat extended by t he present. owners,. wh.o 

are also the owners of most of the un1lll.J?ro,ved prop-

erty ~ the immodiate Vicinity. 

~hEt water is obtained d1re-et f~om. a p-erO'J'l-

n11l1 stream flov:ing through. the Stinson Rane:b.. Most 

of the w(l.tor-sb.ed is e:ompa.rative-ly inao-cess1ble. and 

although stoek range over a portion of it at times 

there is no human pollution, and apparently the wa-

ter is at present o! good ~lity. 

~C~ ~lant was first built in 190& and am-

plified in 19~O_ Zhe present system. consists: of 

some & .. 800 fee't of wro'Ugllt iron p'ipe, s. largo por-

tion o£ wilic-b. is gal vaniz ad, c-onveying t he' water to 

eao-b. house- on tllS truct. From tb.G intake- a short 

four incb. pipe O'arries the water to a srrall redwood 
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tank of about 1.100 gallo,ns O'apaO'it.y. The wateri8' 

conveyed from. tb.etank. by means of 8. tw·oi:ccb. trans-' 

miss10n main. N.one of the di stri bution p1peaexr.reed 

two imb.es in diameter, the greater portion. o·'! them 

being tb.ree-q~rtor 1neh or one. inc·h. The- evid.enoe 

:further shows tb.at the pipes'ha.vanot beS'n burielito 

a propel' depth. and. they OOCle.sionallY appear expos";' 

ed, the result being that some of the oonsumers can-

not obta1n 0001. water in wa.rm weather. 

An examine. tion of' t he prop'erty was made by 

one of this Commission's 8I3sist8Jlt eng1ne&rs, Mr.:S:. ' 

F. Clark. and it wa.s stipulated by al~ parties at 

the hearing thsthis figures as to the value .of the, 

pb.ys1ca~ properties of the :plant, 1rrespeO't1ve of 

the value of the lo.M connected tb.erew1th,;mgb.t' be-

considered in evidence. lIoother estimate of the-

value of the plant or its Qostnew was of:rered~ 

T.b.e ~igures submitted in M::r.alarklsreport ~or the 

estimated etO,st new of t bs. t portion of the, plant 

abov6'-ment1oned are as follOWS': 

Pipe sys,t em •••••••••• ~ •• ~~.122 
';tank. .... • ,. ,. •••••• ., ... ~ • • • 54 

~otal ........ $1,.176 

Applicants also have approximat&ly$50.00 

worth of tools ana. implement s used 'and uaef'ul ineolt-

ne~t1on With their plant. 
./ 

J.. public hear1:cgwas held on tb.is matter 

in San Franoieco on Deoem.ber 1Z,. 19~5. at. wb,1ob. the 
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general m~agel' of the water:plant·,. Mr. Newman:,L. 
• • I " . . '. . 

Fi tzhenry, tGst1:!ied on beha.lf of the e;p:p~1oants.· . . 

and the following Witnessos t&st1f1ed ,on beb.$lf:o,:f 

FrB.llk V.. Ai rt!1y 
Mre. Tb.OmD.SS'p&XlC er 
Jules Eoff 
M...-s. G. IJ .. :asrper 
:Ii'. 1i'orra.ll. 
J'ose:pb. Duml 
A.. 2:.' Ande.rso n 
A.A. Upton, e.nd 
George R. 'Harlan'· 

Tb.ese witnesses represonted a.very ol8oss. 
, ' 

qf eonswnerp from the proprietor of one of' tb.'e hotels 

to the owner of a one-room oottage, and ,all,ot tb.em" 

wb.i1e wUl.ing to pay wb.ato-ver rates' m1ghtbe deter-

mined by- tb.is C'oDm'J.iss'ion to be- reasona'ble,expre'seed 

their pre!eren~e for :flut rt:tes, by the yee.r.ro,tb.er 

than rates by tb.e month. 

Several of the witnesses testified that 

tb.ey lw.d bought tile land from applioants' predectes-

son upon an oral tlSSllranc e tllat tb.e1r wa.ter rate 

would no:t; be m.6re than $6.00 per year., 8l'ld.., appli-

oants frallkly stated that tb.isplant was installed ' 

in order to assist t'tlo- OW:::lers. of tb.e Stinsonlt9neb. 

i:l,selli.rJg teo lots of tb.eir subdivision. :4ppl1-

eante further ctatod tb&t they did .not ask at thO' 

present title for interest U'POll an~of tb.e1.c.nd' re-

carved by 'them for their water-sb.od or for al~eged 

water rig.b:~s Qo.nnoc'ted tb.erewit.b., •. but that. eJ.1. they. 
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deSired ,attb.1s time wa.s e'nough':.inaome'to covor. 
, .J I ~\ ' 

reasonable maintenance find opera-ting expenses and 

interest and de~recis,tion on taeir p1pe,tan'k""f1:11d 

t'oole •. 
i 

~dence -::~s introduoed es' to & portion: 

o:i:' tae pipe havi~ be-en seeo:c.d-h;e.ndand somewb.a,t 

dopreoiated a.t. the timo of installation:, but tb,is 

(tonet1 tutcd only So small :portion ot t b.e whole' and 

WD,S Q'onsidered, by this C,ol'tltlds's1on's engineer in. 

arriving ct ti'l.o estim!'t& above re:t'erredto,. 

It turther appeared that in the past 
there b.e.s beon meroor less: trouble with.tIle suppl.y,. 

Owing to tb.e intake having ,oocasionallY ,become 

ctlogged with leaves and twigs. :ID:'. Fitz:b.eXJ.ry' teat1~ 

:f'ied, b.ov:evor.' tha.t sovcreJ.months a.go applioants. 

insto.lled So neVi eor€ten at the intakG't and that. llllder 

the- plant's present l:lSJl.e.gement he:f'e-lt,aon:f:tdent 

O'ond1t1ons wOl2.ld be considerably improved. 

In auttlor1:.:i:ng the rate.s b.ere-ine.:fter s,at 

forth, we b.e.va allow ad ~ certain in~re's.se' in 'the 

item for m1nte:re.nc e- nne. o!,eration over wb&. t, app11-

co.nts l:.ave d.evoted to tb.1s item in tb.e:paet,::txt()r~ 

del' . to enable, tb.em to :prevent in the futuro.tb.&:1n-' 

terruptions of aerviee similar to those complained. 

of at tb.e hearing. 

It also appears tb.aton Sundays a.nd 1::1;011-
•. 

days during the SumQer months there is ottenasb.ort-

sge of water fo:r:tb.e conS'l.JJllers on the b.igher, levels:. 
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~hie shortage- is due to th.e small. storag& o:apao1ty., of, 

the plant and ,to,tb.e large drafts u"Pon t,b,9'SUpp:1Y'" by 
oertainof tb.eoonsumers. ~erea.re three,possible' 
remedies: F'1rst,. tb.e' installation' bY' appl.1eants 0:"- l.arg-

avoiding this: troubl&is tor eaoll 0:0 nsume r toreaJ.1.z.& 

toot during the times of SO large' demand for wate'~i:f' 
. . ., 

one uses more than b.is share some'otheroonsumermust 

suft'er, and aooordingly to be- as C"ons1derate as po,ee,1~ . 
, . 

bl.e o~ others. 'We sb.oUld suggest tb.e.t al~ oonsumers 

dUring meal hours should do as little 'irr1gt1ng as p~8-

sible, and that whenever t.her& is a large 1:cflu:x:of 

people, as during SUndays and other b.olidays,.tb.ey 

should either stop irrigating entirely or,.' i:t~. O'on-

sumers. wish.. to irr1gste at tb.is timEt', they should prc~ . 

vide' themselves wi tb. individWll tanka fro·m whioh tb.e-y 
, , 

Clan irrigate without affect1ngtlle general· sup:ply~ 'If 

t~e oonSUMers, refuse to adopt some auob. syst~as Bug-

ge-ate-d abovet, s.nd if any n~ber of, tb.em O'ont1ll.uet"t.o- use 
, , ' ' .' ". 

water extravagantly when the demand 'is greatest', this 

Oommi ssion may b.a. va- to e-nfore':Et the~;~th1:rd possible remody,. 

wh.ioh will be to order tho installst1o:n 0·:( meters througb.-

out the system. This would unquestionablY'. ctheO'k'the. 
, , 

waste o~ws.ter, but, on the other bmld, it wo'C:ldmater-
" ' , 

1ally inorease not onl;ytb.e j!ixed.oap1,ta.l but ,'alllo' th& 



maill t~mno e and opere.tirig 9l:pe:as8's~· and: wb,i0 b.. woUld:'!ll, 
. . 

turn materia.lly' ,iXlO'rease' the eo st. of water to all :of , ' , 
" , 

the OOXlS~ers. " 

The rate-s horeiIl8.fter autho r1zedw111; :tn. 

the ~p1nion of ,this C:ommission, ,ce sutficient tooolVerap-

pl:toante'ma1ntenanoe and operating expense's' and:y1eld sev~ 

en' per oent. mt 9rest 'ttJ?on ~b.e value of. the p1p$'~ tank 

and to 0.1 a." together wi tb.. the annUAl deprec:ia.tion upon"th.e 

same (Jom:pttted by tb.e Sinking fUItdmethod., As 'above- stat-

ed; applicants did not ask us to consider, and tb,is Com:-

mission bas not ~O'.nsidered,tb.e value of tae' 2:500,1',300, 

,sc-r&s wbiob..e.ppl.icants ole-1m: are' used and use-ful.1n' ooli": ' 

neO'tion wi tb. their water plant,. 

o R D E R' .... - ....... --

BOS H. S~INSON:) MABEL IDEtLA SKIIDrERand. 

B'EWlWT L. FITZHENRY b.av1llg filed with. tb.is Commission an. 

applioation for an order fixing tb.e rates for water at 

Stinson Beaob., .Marin C:01lllty. : 
I 'I', , ' 

.And a publie b.e&ringb.aviDgb:een held on said 

applioation and the matter b.$vi~ ,b'een s~bmitted:I,8J'ld be-

ing nov: ready for deCision,· this Comm.iss1on hereby :U.n.da 
, " 

as a t'aat tbe.t the existing rate-s· insofar as' the'yo. differ 

from. the rates ilere'iDB.:fter authorized are- non-O"ompensa";' 

tory and unreasonable and tb.s,t. the rates b.ereins.fte:rau'-
, ' 

tlloriza~ are ~ust and rea~o~,:~~~, ii'w'~~ w'~)9ilWJigO'["Dl' 

86:1.(1. liLpplloo.nts. 

Basillg its a onolusion u'Pon the foregoing 

findings of tact and on. other. fintllnS.S wb.ieb. are' con';';' 
tsi21e d in tl::.e Opin.1on wb.10' b. preO'ed:e's t a.iEl Order,. 

7. 
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I~ IS REREEY ORJ)ERXDthat s.p:p11~o.nts be • 

.aDd tb.esSme' Bre- hereby, autb.ort~ed: to publish. and estab'~: 

11sll the follOW1:og rates for wate:r:to,.be ,fIlrn1s:hed,: 

1. For cottages , .. 0:£ one room,wb.era, tb.e land. 
ooO'up1edby th.e cottage 'and,tb.e .lana: :1r- . 
r1gated together do 'not'exeee-d l,.500i' , 
square feet , per annum ....... ~ .. : •• ' ~ •. ~ ... .... $4.00 . , . . 

2. For all. other ras1denoos:,wb.erEt.' tb:eland 
occup,1ed by the b.ouse and·tb.e:la.nd' 1rr1"7 
gatedtogetb.erdo ::lot exO'Eted7, 500: square' 
feet, :ptlr, annum. •••• ' ••• ~.:.' .... .;. .... ,';"' ...... ' .. , $6 .• 00: 

, " I,t., , 

s. . For ea~'b. a.dd1tiOllSll,.OOO:,~sq'QB.re-:f~et.o:r .' 
land 1rriga~ted, .:per s.nl:ra:Dt.' ........ ~'.: •• ~.:'~, •• $, .30 

4. For h~te1~ ~;he fOllowi!lg,·sab.&dUl,e-: 

For the., dining room,., per' e.nnum. ••••• is .00 
Fo r t b.e ba.r-room., 'pe'r SIIllum • ';:i. .... .. ... ~3 .. 00' 
Fo r eao b. b,e-d.-:t'oolXt (whioh;.t arm 's.bs:.1I. 

illO'lud.e rooms in ootta.ges: oo'rmeo-t .. 
ad wi t,b, the hotel ;a.nd wb.io'b. are' . 
no t. . s'tlp;s>l 1e d. wi t'cl,b.OtLS·e-lt&eiping: 
fSO'i11:t1es),. por tU.:xZlU'lXl. ., ...... ' • .: •••• $, .50 

5. For sta.ge or li'Ve:r:y stabl.o:s,' 'Per\s,:rmum. t6 .• 00 

,I 

IT IS FORmER ORDERED that, thers.t&B b.eroin: 

IT .', • 

autb.orized eb.1l11 bepayablo ·tor ee.,,·b., O'alancIar year, anu'llBl.- . 

1y in advanoe'. 

I~ IS FURTHER O:tmEErEDtb.at tb.e rates, here-in 

autb.oriz.ed shall bee-ome c:ffoet1ve upon Jan:cary 1 .. 1..9:L6,. 
" .I 

proVided' tha. t app11can ts~ shall,. wi tb.in th1rty\ da,ysfrom 

the date- of tb.1s Order. publisb. and :f11ewitb. tb.e 'Rail-

road Oommiesioll its: sCthedi2l.e of rat.es in dup11oa.te-... 

r.nted at San Frano1s~o, ca.lifornia.,tb.1S.~ct.~~ 
, -

day of Deo'ember, 1915. 
'J~."' ..•.. 
, '". • :' " ".j 

. .' . , 
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