Decision No. / - ‘ U HN& o

BEFORE THE RAILRQAD COMMISSION OF TEHE S’.I!ATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the application of the
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO for permission to
construct a pudlic stroet at grade ‘ ' :

over the tracks of Southern Pacific Company) Applicstion No.1976. .
in San Fermando, ILos Angolea cOunty, ) '

California. .~

.......‘............‘.............‘.........

YroT oNuotskeq -

Frqderick'Bakbr, for applicant
George D.-Squircs, for Spﬁtnern Paoific Compény.
GORDON, Commissioner. |
OPINION. | |
This applicstion was filed with the Commission on November
Sax Fernemde, -

24, 1915, and looks to the opening of Jessie Stree?/ovcr the"t;aoka
of Southern Pscific Company. A hearing was held iﬁ this ﬁutter on
December 21, 1915, at San Fernsndo.. o

A brief discnssion of the grade orossing situstion in this
city seens desirable before the merits of this applicetion sre oon-‘
gidered.  The main line of the Sounthern Pnciric COmpany runa through
the city in a northwesterly end southeasterly direction and dividea
the clty so about two~thirds of its population of 2000 people are
north of the track and one-third south. Its streets are generally
laid out psrsllel with the railroad or at right_anglés,to it. is
stated in the application, there are but two:c:osaihga.ovor-thg trgck
recognized as dbeing public cﬁowsings; The first of these, Embbard
Street, is near the northwesterly boundsry of the city and the approaoh
on one side is over private property. Hhclay Street, about in the- '
centoxr of the city_,is the second of these two crossinga and is the
main street across the track. It is paved and improved but the title
of the erossing is in the railrosd company angd not in the city..

There is, however no question about closing this stroet.
About 660 feet aoutheasterly from Mholay Street Mbrarland Street

on the nortn sido of the track ends at the railroad ;eaervation;i-i
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sounth of the track and about in line wifh MoFarland Street Brénd_‘
Boulevard ends at the railroad right-of-way on that side of the
traecke The terminus of the Pacific Eldotrio line from Ios Angeleé
is on Brand Bouwlevard st Porter Avenume, a street parallel to the
Southern Pacific Railroad and sdjscemt to its right-of-way at this
point. A private crocsing 1s open over the property of the Railrocad
Conyany, between these two strcets, which is used consideradbly dy
tbg public and, exceﬁt that it is not improved, is in effect 8
public rosd. Abont 820 feet southeasterly from this private road
are Jessie Street, xorth, and Wolfskill, south, of the railrosd
right~of-way and it is the intent of this application to join these
two streets by extcnding Jessie Street over the tracks to conneat
with Wblf&kill.\ There is at the present time a temporary crbeéing‘
8 short distence somthessterly from the crossing now proposed.

Between Jessie Street and McFarlend Street there is a
bigh school bullding snd the only connection between the two strecis
is a private 30 foot roed through the school giounds which i§ not
convegient fbr travel between these streets becsuse it was laid
out to take travel from their ends, &t the reilrosd right-of-way,
_ to the buildings and it forms two sides of 8 triangle, the third
side of which would be a direct road between MbFarland and Jessio
Streets parallel with and adjecent to the Southern Pacific 8
right-of-way; “here are no other cross streets between MoFarland
and Jessie except Fourth Strect which forms the northerly terminua
of Jessie Street. The owners of yroperty on Jessie Street now
desire to put in improvements byl paving, instal‘lihg‘light‘s and’
constructing sidewalks and they do not care to do 80 until thaf
street has some comnection with the rest of the city at or near
where 1% joins the track. N

It was suggested st the hearing that if Jessie Street

were opened across the track the private orossing between.LcFarland‘ :
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Street and Brand Boulevard could be closed, and this developed the -
faoct thet many residents of San Fernando believe that instead of
olosing this private crossing it ghould be made a public atreet."

Severasl witnesses were of the opinion that & street in this J.oca'tion‘ ‘ﬁ

would better serve the public than wouwld a pnialio crosaing st Jessie

Street.

| Theré is no application before the Commiseion to construst
8 ¢rossing at MoFarland and it would be impossible now to determine
whether & erossing 15 needed more there than et Jessie Street but |
from the testimony ana from ny own observation on the ground I an
convinced that while one street shoulcl be opened :!.n this part of
the clty there is no need for two at the present time and tb.ore
prodadly will be no such need for some time to come. This would
be more appsrent, if, as suggested, & street were built pa:rallel
with and a.djacent to the Sounthern Pacific's right-of—way between '
Jessie and McFarlard Streets. There are already several cross
streets on the south side of the traok and with such a cross atreet'
on the north side either the Jessle Street crossing or the auggeeted '
MoFarland Street crossing would, I believe, amply serve the :pub_lio
end & second crossing in this viclinity would not be remired.

I bhave already stuted 'that it appears to me to be reasom’ble'

that & street should be opened in this vici‘fbity. - The reed for such

} ‘desors £ th
a atreet should be cie&f ff@ﬂ ma pf?ﬁ?“s 1; desoription of the

817'1‘66133 now Openog, the location of the 80n00l and the ustributioi
of theyopulation, and 1t seoms wmnecessary to 4iscuss the,ne_edu |
the crossing Purther. ,( | o
At the site of this proposed crossing, in sddition to“'.
the main lize ‘t‘:-ack, apd s spur trsck, there are two switches,
protected with derailing devices, which will have to be moved to

perm.it’ of 8 crossing being medes The cost of this work has deen’ |
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estimated to be about $300.00 and there seems to be no reason why ‘
the Commission should not follow its usual custom and require the
City to stand this experse as well as the expense of automatioe
flagnan crossing protectlon, the néed for which scems fo'be ‘béyond ‘
dispute. |

The temporsry crossing now used to conrect Jessie and
Wolfsﬁ:ill Streets should be closed and tre ususl conditions will
be covered In the following form of order, which I recommend:

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, having spplied to the Commission
to construct a public street at grade soross the tracks of Southern .
Pacific Company, «d a public hearing having beex held, and it
appearing to the Commission fhat fo: .‘the reasons given in the
foregoing opinion this application ahoula.'be’ granted sudject to
certein conditions, | ‘ ’

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, Thet the City of Sem Fernando be
apd the same hereby is granted permission to construct Jeseie Street
at grade soross the tracks of Southerh Pacifia Company &t the plsoce
and in the msnner shown by the map attached to the application;
said crossing to be constructed subject to the i’ollowing\oopditiona,
and not otherwise, Viz.:- |

(1} The erossing shull bde comstructed of a8 width of nmot
less then twenty~four (24) feet, with grades of approsch not ex-
ceeding fouxr (4) per cent, snd shall in every way be ﬁaaé safe for
the passage thereover of vehicles aﬂiﬂ other road traffic.

(2) The entire expense of constructing tie crossing,
including the removal of the two switches hereinbéfore mentioned,

shall be borme by epplicant. |
(3} The cost of maintaining this crossing theresfter in

good and first-class condition shall be borme by the gpplicant-* to a

113
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point within two (2) feet of the rails of Southemn Paéi:ticl cdmpany.
The cost of meintaining the orossing thereafter between the rails

- and to a point two (2) feet outside thereof ahall be borne by
Sout hern Pacific Compeny. |

| (4 For the protection of this crossing there shall be
installed a first-class sutomstic f£lagman of = type approved by
the Commission. The cost of this installation shall be borne by
applicant, and the cost of its maintonance thereafter in first-clees
opersting conditiovn shall be borne by Southern Pacific Comprany.

(5) The present Itemporary“ crossing now used, sout heast
of the proposed crossing, shall be le‘\gally closed and sbandoned as.

a public highway orossing. . | ‘

(6) The Commicsion reserves the. right to make suoh further
orders relative to the locatidn. construction, operation, maintenance
and protection of sald crossing es to it may seem to be right and
vroper, and to revoke its pernission 1f, in its judgment, tb..e eublic
convenience and necessity demaxd such' action.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby a;pproved and
ordered filed a8 the opinion sné order of the Railxoad Commission
of the State of Califoi'n;la. ‘

Dated st San Premcisco, California, this _3OFH day

of December, 1915.

Commissio‘ié:‘zjé'.;ﬁ .




