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DECISION NO~ _"..",.-__ 
(;J. 
0_· 

",. :B!FORE ~EE RA.~LROAD COMMISSIONO:r~BE S~E OJ!lCALIFORNIl. 

ilfthe M&tte~ of th. Appl1-J 
,~tlon of SACRAMENTO. VALLEY) 
&~. S . RAILWAY for per-, ) APPLICATION NO. 1'180. 
m1 ' to aba.udo:n .o&rr7ing) 
o· • ght., ) 

~h08. B. Dozier, for Applioant. 
C. L. Wilson, Protestant. . 
G. G. PolloCk for Ross Construot1on 

Co. Protestant. 
C. C. carieton far California State 

Righwq Comm1ssion, Protestant. 

GORDON Commissioner • • 
OPINION • ....... -.-,-- --

This is an 8.p-plio&tion on be.b.8lt of Sacramento Valley &I 

Eastern Railwq tor an order of We Commission permitting theaban-

donment of freight serVice on its line of railroad, 1tbetng alles-d 

that the Operation of the line for. the oarriage of freight has' been 

conduoted. at a. h.ea.v;y :finanoial 108s. Public .hearings were held at 

San Franoisoo on September 18 and Ootober 22, 1915, the matter waa , 
submitted and ,is now ready for deoision. 
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The Sacramento Valley & Eastern Railwq extends from the 
station of Pitt on the line of the Southern Paoifi0 Company to !ul17 
Hill, a distanoe of 14.85 miles. The line 1:0,110ws the C&.n:10n8 'Of the 

Pi tt ,RiTer, Squaw Creek and Towne Creek through a mountainous countr7 

wi th abrupt slopes and narrow vaJ.leys. !Che line was or1g1l'J..8ll.7 con-

struoted to serTe t.he plant of the :Bully 1:!1l1 Oopper:M1n1ng andSDiel t-

1:cg Company at Winthrop CRai1ros.d station, :Bully ~ll) and durillg t~. 

years in wb.1 ch the Min1:cg' and SIne 1 ting Comp~ was operat1Te the' b'O:B-

1ness of the ,ra11ro~ was profitable. The smelter of the :Bul17 Bill 

Copper Mln1ng and Smelting Company has not operated for the past fiTe 
" . , 
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years by reaaonof differenoes with the Federal authorities regarding 

the di aposi t ion of t.be smal tar smoke ana.. :fUmes and the work1llg ot the 

~~8 serving the smelter Me been d.iscontinued. Due to the suspension 

of operation of the mines and smal tel" the bttainess of the Sacramento 

Valley & Eastern Railway has steadily deoreased and &lth~h the t~ 

servioe has been reduced. to a minimum. heavy lOBS from opera.t1on·.baa 

been in evidence. At the present time the passenger service is oared. 

for by a gasoline motor oar whlch makes one rOlmd-tr1p d&11y ooxmeot:1l'lg 

With the Southern Paoif10 Comp&IJy'S tram at l'1tt. !rhe motor oar 1. 

also eqU1pped to haul a. small trailer upon WMCA anall package :t.r:e1ght 

is transported. Oarloa.d fre1ght serviae 1s handled by a steam loco.-

motive and servioe 1s given on an average of one d8¥ per week. Th&. 
-oarlo&d freight business 1s extremel.y light am: 1t 1s allege' dO.8 no't 

return t.be ooat of opera.tion, there be1X1g praotically no oar10&d8 of-

fered for movemeXlt be70nd th·e station of Heroult. The stations of . 

Copper City and :Bully Rill t'rl.rn1ah or reoeiTe no :freight t.b.&t reqa1rea 

transportation in carloads SJ.ld. such less than oarloa.d freight inten4ecl 

for or ab.1ppec1 :trom these sta.tions could be aocornodated bY' the trailer 

. oar that is haul.ed by the gasoline motor. 

~he reoord of the busfnes8 transaoted bY' the Saoramento Valle7 

& Eastern Railway for the fiacal years 1912 to 1915 1nolueiTe 18 as 



Freight Earnings. 

Fre1ght Revenue 

Other Revenue from Trans. 
n " n Opera.tion 

Total Freight Earnings 

Total Misc. Earnings from 
Operation 

Total. Gross Earnings trom 
Operation 

OPERATING EXPENSES. 

Main tananoe of WaY' & struotures 
" ' " Equipment 

Traffi0 EXpenses 

~ransportationExpen8e8 

General Expenses 

Total Operating Expenses 

~'F18oal. 
Year 
19~2 '. -

$6381.04 

--
6381.04 

-. 
10092.06 

4081.80 
646.02 

9137.3'1 

6935.60. 

19700.79 

Fisoal Fiscal. 
Year Year, .' 
1913 1914 -
.- - -- ,.I. 

- - -.' 
9429.73 4099.61 6888~60 

- - .-
13'166.09 '1124.19 . 9886.61 

3357.41 11016.60 16696.63 
3937.68 1215.08, .408.".66 

- - -
9639.50 '1063."1l. 52U.84 . 

5244.'14 4640.'19 2936.6& 

22179.33 23936.08 88862.6', " ',' 

NET LOSS FROM .OPIqATION. 

Note: 

9608.73 8413.24 16811~89'21.96".0'1 

Expenses do not 1nolude "Taxes." 

The above reoord o~ net lo ••• s trom operation indio ate that 

80me relief from existing conditions is properly sought by'the applio&nt. 

the protestants aga.inst the grantillg of th1.s ",plication 

ottered no material e,videnoe as ·to the present existenoe or immediate 

probe.bi11t~ of ca:rload Shipments of ~eight 111 an amount even .'prox1mat-

i:cg the cost of freight operation aDd as the Sacramento' V8l.1e;y &, Eaate:rn 

Rail~ offerea. at the hea:riDg of th.1s case thro''Dgh its a.ttorneY' am' 
preSident to oare for all f:reight ofieriXlg for eh1pment, in less t.b.m 

oarloa.d quantities, I 8m of the opinion that this 8.Ppl~oat1on8ho'tlld: be 

granted insofar as it refers to the handling of freight in oarload lota . 
until' such time as the volume of the carload busilieas jU8ti~e8 the 

restoration of suoh class of service. 



I therefore reoommend the followillg form of order:" 

ORDER. - -_ .... -

saoramento Valley & Eastern Railway hav1 ~ made 8J1plicat1on 

to this Commission for an order permitting the suspension. o~ freight 

operation on :1 ts line of railroad. between the st&tions of Pitt aDl .. 

Bull," Rill, publi0 heari:cgs hs.vi:cg been held and the Commission being 

ftlll:r a.dvised in the :prem see 

I~ IS :aERE:BY ORWRED !rhe.t Saoramento VsJl.ey & Eastern Rail- ,. 

way Com:p~ 'be am the same .b.ereby 18 authorized to disoontinue the 

transportation of freight in oarload quantities, same to be effeotive 

on March 1, 1916, and this :permission to continue thereafter· until the 

further order of this Commission. 
~he Commission reserves the right to make ~oh further order 

as to it mll1 seem just and. reasone.ble ar as the publio neoess1t7 aD\; 

oom-enienoe m&.7 req'01re. 

The foregoing opinion and order ere hereby approTe4 and 

ordered filed as the opiniOn, and order of the Ra1ll'oad Oommiesion o:t 
. . ' . 

the State of Ca1i'!c,.rnia. 

Dated at San .Fra:c.o1Boo, California, t.b.18 t.f~ dq of 

l"ebruary t 1916. 
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