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Decision No. • 
. ·0 ----- en : ' n·. 
,en " -' '0.,' 

:eEFon 'l:BE RAILROAD COl!MISSIONOF TEE" 

ST.A.TE OF CALIFORNIA. 

---000---

In the matter of the application of the ) 
CONTRA COSTA GAS COMPANY. ) 

a corporation, 'for a certificate that ) 
the present and f'ut'!:l"e public conyen- ) 
ience and. necessity require,and,,·will ") 
reqUire, the exero,1~e of such portion ) 

: 

of the rights and privileges granted to } 
S. Wald.o Coleman by Ordinance No. 130 of ) 
the COtmt~ of Contra Costs. adopted Sep.. ) 
tember 2, 1913, (which s~id rights were ) 
later assigned to said Contra Coste. Gas ) 

Applioation 

No. 2064. 

Company in accordanoe with.~ecieion No. } 
1878 of tho Railroad CommisSion o,f the' } 
State of California) as are necessary to ) 
enable the construction of a gas srstem 1 
'for the distribution and sale of gas in ) 
the general terr1tor~ commencing with the ) 
Westerl1 boundary line of' the ~own of ) 
MD.rtinez, Contra Costs. CO'Cnty, thenoe ) 
We$terl~ through the tmincorpora.ted place ) 
known as ~ort; ,Coeta end thence Westerly } 
to and including the uninoorporated pla- ) 
oes known as Cro,ckott, Orolona and, Valone.. ) 

---------~----~-~~---~-~-

s. Waldo Ooleman for applicant. 

GORDON, Commissionor. 

o P IN ION. 

This is an application UILder the provisions o·:f' 

Section 50 of the Public Utilities Aot for a certifioate that 

the present and future public oonve~ience and neQElssity·re­

qu1re the oonstruction of a gas s;ystem for the distribution 

::», , 
Z 
o 
f~ . 
~. 

of gas 1%1 the n general terri torr com:nenc1ng Wi ththe Wester17 

boundary line of the Town ot Martinez, thence Westerly through 
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"the unincorporated plaoe known as PortCoeta, thenoe ~esterl1 

to and inoluding the uninoorporated plaoes known as Crookett, 

Crolons. and. Valona", all 1n Contra Costs. COiXIlty. 

Applioant reports that at the present time no 

plant, system, oorporation, firm or person is supplying or 

oonveying ga.s to the inhabitants of that part of Contra Costa . 

County above-~ent1oned •. No proteets.~gainst the ~roposed 

extensions of Contra costa Gas Company have been filed in oon­

nection with the application herein. 

c.ontra Costa Gas COnrpSllY was organized April 24, 

1914, with an author1zed oapital stook·of $250,000, d1vided 

into 2,500 shares of the par· value of $100. eaoh. Purausnt to 

Deois1onE'o. 1878, dated October 15, 1914, (Vo1W1lEt 5, Opinione 

and Order of the Ra1lroad Comm1sa1on~of OSl1for.n1a, page 594) 

S. Waldo Coleoan sold to Contra Costa Gas Company among others 

a franchise (Ordinance No ... 130) wh10h he had aoquired from the 

Board. of Supervisors of Contra Costa CO't2%lty. Th1s franohise 

permits the grantee, his successors and assigns to lay down, , . 
oonstruot. mainta.in ond operate So system for the manufaot-are 

a:ld distribution of gss and. all. gas pipes, ~ondu.1ts. fixtvea, 

ap~urtonance ana appliances 'as may be ~onven1ent and proper 

"",. 

for the manufacture and d1otr1but1on of gas, and the maintenance 

and ·operation of such system through, under., along. ,and acrose all 

the road.s, h,1ghwa,-a, publio mlYS t streets. lanes and publi0 

~ " c 

grounds and :pla.ces outside ot 1noorpora;ted terri tory. in sa.id·coux%ty. 
, . 

This Commission by j)eeision No. 1200, dated J$.llU-

e:ry 15, 1914, .(Volume 4, Opinions· and Orders of the Railroad 

Comm1osion of California, page 27) authorized S. WaldO Coleman, 

his sucoessors and. aSSigns, to exercise such portion of the 

rights end privileges granted to him by said Ordinanoe No. 130 

of the COtmty ot Contra Costa., adopted September 2, 1913. &s are 
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necessary to enable the construct1,Qn of a. gas p1~t and system 

:for the manufs.ot'Cl'e and d1stribution of gas 1n the general terri­

tory commenc1ng With MArtinez on the west, thence southeasterly 

to ~acheco and Concord, thence northeasterly and easterly to 

Pittsburg and Antiooh, 1~ciud1ng the territory adjaoent ,to said 

towne of Martinez, Pacheco, Concord, Pittsb~g and Ant1och. 

By the aforesaid Decision No. 1878, dated October 

15, 1914, this CommiSSion authorized ap!)lioant herein·.to issue 

$61,150.00 par value of stock at not less than $80.00 per share 

and $109,000.00 face value ot stx per cent bonds at not less 

then 90 per oent of the face value and aocruedinterest. All 

of the stock and bonds have been issued. Applioan.t reports 

that it has expended the proceeds from the. saleot its stooks 

and bonds to construct a gaagenerating plant and a transmission 

and distribution system. 

Its gas generating plant is located just outside 

the city limits of 'Pittsburg, Contra Costa County. Originally, 

applicant planned to erect a generatipg plant having a oapaoity 

of 360,000 oubi0 feet per d~ and a storage holder with a oapac-

ity of 36,000 oubio feet. It now reports that it has ereoted 

a storage holder having a capac1t7 of "7S,OOO cubic feet and a 

generating plant with a capac1 ty ot 400',OOOoub1e feet per day. 

Transmission 1ines~a.ve been oonstruoted from the generating. 

plant to Pittsburg,'::Antiooh, Concord and Martinez. In eaoh of· 

the oities or'towns distribution systems have.been. installed. 

Applioant began to operate its plant Maroh 15, 

1915, at which time it hed 15 oonsumers. On January 1, 1916, . 

applicant reports that it had 1092 consumers. The daily output 

at present is reported (LS being al'proX1ma.te17 110,000 cubic feet. 

Contra Coeta. Gas CompaDi'·reports ~pers.t1ngreTenues 

and expenses fl:O'D1 Me.rch 15., 1915 to December 31, 1915. a.s' follows: 
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OPERATING P~VENUE: 

$9,341.75 
3.347.95 $12,689.70 

Gas P1ttsb'lll'g Distr1ct, •••••• 
Gas Mart1~ez District, • •• ••• 
Sundry Sales Net, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • __ 3;:;..r..;.3:;.;4;;.,;7,..; • ..:1;,;;6_, 

Total O];lerating Revenue,. $16,036.86' 

OPZRATING EXPENSES: 

Commorc131 Expenses, ••• 
Miscellaneous Expenses , • • * • • 
Produotion Operation, •••• 
D1stribution Operation, • • •• • 
~rs..nsm1ss'ion Operstion, • " 
Production Repairs, • • • • • 
Transmission Repsire, • • • •• • 
Distribution Repairs, • • • •• • 
Taxes, • • • • • • • • • • . • . • 

~!~~cgffic; SUPpii;i~&'~;n~e~, 
General Officers Sa.1s.ries, • .. .' • 
Amortiza.t10n of B~d Debts, •••• 

~2,467.61 
, 164.07 
4,294.94 

581.03 
564.21 
157.43 

45.13 
101.97 
666.21 
132 .. 25 

,73. '1'1 
75.00 

126.90 

Total Operating Expenses, ••• $ 9,450.46 

Net Operating Revenue,. ••• 

Bond Interest, • • • • 

Corporate Surplus, • • 

. . 

. . 
• • 

• • 

6,586.40 

817.50 

5,768.90 

Applioant reports that up to September 30, 

1915, all bond interest was charged to construction. From 

October 1, 1915 to Decel:lbe~ 31, 1915, one ... half of the bond 

tnterest was charged to construotion and one-half to operating 

exponses. Since January 1, 1916, all bond interest is being 

charged to operating expenses. 

Contra Costa Gas Comp~ reports as of Deoe~­

ber 31, 1915, assets and liabilities as follows: 
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ASSETS: 

Intangible Capital, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $l, 709.00 

Tangible Capital: 
Landed Capital, • • ••••• $l,554.14 
l>:roduct1on Cnpital, ••••• 37,705~90 
Tr~smiss1on Capital, •••• 30,92S~32 
Distributing Capital, ••• • 57,066.47 
General Capital, •• • ••• 32,934.44 

Totsl Tangible Capital, ••••• 160,207.27 

Current Assets: 
Ca.sh, • • • • • • • • • • • • 1,218.74 
Accounts Rece1v~ble, •• •• 8,495.52 
~~terials and Supp11es, ••• 13,019.41 

~otal Current A~sete, • • • • •• 22,733.67 

Prepaid ~ense$, •••••••••• • •• • • 

Deferred Assets: 
Special Deposit City of P1~ 

burg. • • • •• 500.00 
Stook Discount 'Ilna.:nort1zed, l2,879.50 
Bond Discount and Exnense 

unamortized,· •••• 11,291.33 

Total Deferred Assets, .' • __ 2_4 ....... 6~7_0._83;;..;o..._ 

TO!r.AltASSE~S •••• ' •• $209,375.43 

LIABILITIES: 

Common Capital Stock: 
Authorized, • • • • • ••• 250,000.00 
Less Unissued, •••••• 188.850~OO 

stock Outstanding, • • •••• ~ 61,150.00 

Bond.s: 
Authorized, ••• e •••• $500,000.00 
Less Un1ssued., • • •• •• 391.000.00 

Bond.s Outstanding, •••••• , 109,000.00 

Current Liabilities: 
Notes Payable, • • • • •• 20,316.24 
Accounts Payable, •••• 6,358.73 
Unpaid Wages, • •• • e. 1.098.23' 
CO:llsmnera' deposi te, • • • 70.00 

Total Current Liabilities. •• 29,843.20 

Accrued Lic.b1l1t1es not yet due: 
Bond. Interest, • • • • • • 
Other Interest,. ••• ~ 

~axes, • • • • • • • • • • 
Ins'tlra:c.co$ , • • • eo • • • 

1,635.00 
l11.06 
666.21: 

1,068.16 
Total Accruals, •• • • • 'It • • • 3,486.43 

Reserve for Accrued :Ba.d Deb~ • • • • • •.• • • 
Corporate Surplus Unap~ropriated. • • • • • • • 

TOTAL LIABILITIES • • • • 
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General oapital ($32.934.44), a.s shown on preoeding page, in-

cludes $13,884.51 sa.id to represent development expenses, 

i7 t 256.l9 for engineering and sup er1ntendance , ~2 t 756.56· .10r 

Applicant now proposes to install a 3-inch 

trensmission line extending' from Martinez to Crockett, e. d1s-

Distribution systems are to 

be installed at ?or~ Cost~, Crockett, Crolonn and Valona. ~e 

cost of extension, applicsnt est1I:lates at $35,000. The f'cnds 

neoessary to pay ~or tho extonsion w1~1 be secured through the 

issue of short term notes, the payment of which Will be guaran­

teed bl" S. Waldo Colocan, president and general mana.ger ot . 
Contra Costa Gas Company. The president of the oomp~ esti-

mates that by means of this extension 400 additional consumers 

can be obtained. The addi tiona.l oons'Qmers will not neoessi­

tate an enlargement of the generating plant. 

1n view o£ the facts suom1tted b7~pp11cant, I 

reoomcend th~t this epplicstion be granted sub~ect to the oon­

ditionsfound in the order herein. 

o 'R D E R. 

CONTRA. COSTA GAS COMPANY have applied to the 

Railroad Commission ror a certificate deolaring that present 

and. fut"CU'9 public convenience and neoess1t7 require and Will 

require the construction of a gas transmisSion and distribu­

tion s1stem. as hereinafter described, and also the exercise 

of a portion of the rishts &nd privileges granted to applicant 

bl" Ordinanoe No. l30 of the County of Contra Costa, adopted 

Sep~e~ber 2. ~913, 

.And a public hearing having been held upon 

said a:pplioation end the Railroad Commission finding that a 

oort1f1cete chould De gr~ted, as hereinafter set forth, 

The Ra1lro~d CommisSion ot Califor.nia hereby 
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declares that public convenienoeand neoessity reqUire the 

exercise by Contra Costa Gas Company of such portion of 

the rights end privileges oonferred by Ord1nence No. 130 

of the CO'tlnty of Contra Coeta, adopted September 2, 1913, 

as are neoessary to enable the construotion of a gaa trans­

mission line and distribution system for the d1str1bution 

of gas in the "general territory cOllll'llonc1ng With the West­

erJsboundery line of the Town of M8.rt1nez, thenoe WesterlJ 

through the unincorporated place known as Port Costa, thence 

Westerl1 to and including. tho uninoorporated places known 

as Crockett, Orolona ruld Vslone.", all in Contra Costa .Coun­

ty, provided that Contra C03te. Gas Company shall first have 

filed W1~ the Railroad COmmission a stipulation duly auth­

orized by its board. of directors, deolaring ,that Contra 

Costa Gas Comp~t its suooessors and assigns, will never 

clam before tho Railroad. Commission or any court or other 

public body, a value for said rights and priVileges gr811ted 

by said Ord~snoe No. 130 in excess of theaotual cost to 

Contra. Costa Gas Company to a.oquire the said rights and 

priviloges, whioh cost is represented by Contra Costa. Gas 

Company to have been $299.45, Illld shs.ll have received from 

the Railroad CommiSSion a supple~entel order declaring 

that such stipulation, 1n form satisfaotory to the Ba.11road 

COI:mlission, ha~ been filed with the Rs,il:roadComm.1aa1on. 
,j 
" 

The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby' : 

approved and ordere~ tiled as ,the Opinion and Order of the 
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Railroad Commission of the state of Califor.n1a. 

J)ated at Ssn Franc1sc 0, California.. this 

dny of February, 1916. 

CoxDm1ss1oners. 
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