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; Decision No. : | \LD Vit A
BEFORE TEE RALIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the matter of the arplication of ,
CARY G. BELL and JOEN L. BUTILER for c
guthority to sell and of MRS. S. XK.  Application No. 1915.
MORRISON for suthority to purchase

the- property of the COMFAX ”ELEEEONE

EICEANGE.., c

BY THE COMMISSION.
0OP I N roxN.

Thig 18 an epplication on behalf of Caxl G. Bell -

and Jokn L. Butler, nereinafter designated and referre&3to*ee’f S

" the owners, for suthority te sell for $3~500‘OC to Mrs;‘S.LK;feej-'

| horrieon, and on behalf 0L NrSe Se X+ Morrison for authority

to purehaee, the Colfax Telephone Excnange in the City'of

Colfax,,?lacer County, 2nd & one-half 1nterest in the telephone Vi[" 

- 1line to Iowa,Hill in sald County.

A public hearing was held in Colfsax on- February 5,\ «

1916, and from the evidence 1t appeara that the ownere have
kept no booku or records of the costs of materiale or 1abor -
nor bhave they £iled any annual reports with thie cOmmiesion as
prescribed by 1aw.- This condition of affairs, while not eeneea L
by intentional violation of the 1aw, has rendered it 1mpeeeible
to form any aceurate eetimete of the amount of capital whioh

has been actually 1nvcetea 1in the proPerty. «




The exchange has been transferred a number of times

during ite brief existence and the following sumnery of these :
tranafers may be of wvalue 88 throwing some light upon the hia-.
tory, the growth, and the average age of the rlant:
(a) Bought by John L. Butler from Pacific:
Telephone and Telegramh-Company in 1905‘or
1906, 16 subscribers. e s sie s e e e e % B00.OO
(b) Bought by J. B. MoClesry from o
Jobn L. Butler in 1910, 21 aubacribers. .‘. 1.200.00_'.
(c)  Bought dy the present owners from . o
J.B.MoCleary on May 22, 1913, 48 subsoribers.  2,000.00
This last mentioxed sale was approved by an ox paxte
order of this Commission (Dec. No. 680, reportea in Vol. 2, -
Opintons snd Orders of the Retlread Commission of celifornia,
p. 938) without paaaing upon the valuation of the property or,fw . 
upon the reasonableness of the purchase price. - ; 
In June,’ 1915 MrSe .K, Mmrriaan, who is the sistert
of applicant Carl G. Bell pald the owners $3, 500.00 ae the |
purchase price for the Colfax melephone Exdhange which now has
75 subscribers and their one-half intereat in . the Iowa Eill |
line, without applicanta naving taken the preoaution of obtaining
the authorization of this Commission for the propoaed transfer-”.r
and applicants are now coming bvefore this Commiseion at thid
rather late date to obtain its aufhority. '
The exchange at present oomprises about seventy-fﬁve
telephones, with comnections with the Pacific Telephone and
| relegraph Company a8 systen, Colfax Subuxban melephone Company
(a Bo-called "farmer's line™) and with the Iowa Eill lina, to-._
gether with all connections, permits. 11nes. poles and fixtures ;
belonging to, oF appurtenant o, the telephone plant of sai& o
Bell and Butler in the caid bity of‘Colex
From the evidence it appears that the purchaae price
of $3,500.00 already paid byéan. S.K;Morrison 1s considerably .




in excesa oi tho value of the proPerty to be transferred, and

in granting this application 1t must be diatinctly un&erstood

that neithar this Commission noT any oth@r rate Iixing body shall
7 in any‘manner be boun& by va selling price of aaid pr0perty. -

CARL G. BRELL snd JOEX I. BUTLER having applied to this
Commission for suthority to sell to MRS. S. K. LDRRISON for the
sum of $3,500.00, the Colfax Telephone Exchange aituated 1n.the N
City of Coltax Placer County, which inclu&ee all the proPerty o
da°cribed 0.8 belonging to said - exohange in the foregoing oPinion.-  ‘“
and theixr one-hali interest in the line known as the Iowa Hill
line, apd MRS. S. X. MORRISON having joine& fn this e.pplica— o
tion, and & public hesring having been held and it appearing
to this Commission that the application should be granted,

IT XS HEREBY ORDERED that Cerl G. Bell and John L,

Butler be, and the éame are hereby;.authorized to sel;,fq{m:a. Jf;
S. X. Morxrison for the sum of $3, 500.00 thebelfdx'meleﬁﬁone |
Bxchange describe& in the foregoing 0pinion ana their one—half
interest in the Jowa H111 line upon the following conditian.q‘
and not otherwise to-wit:

The purchase price paia for. the nroperty herein
authorized to be transferred, ond the action of this COmp
nission in authorizing tae transfer. shall not be binding
upon. this COmmiesion or any other rate fixmng body a8
affeoting the valuation of said property for_ratq fixiﬁg'r

purposas or othermise.

Dated at San Frenciseo, Celifornia, this gé‘ﬁaay of February,f1916;‘.ﬂf




