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Dec1sion No. __ / ___ " • 

. 
BEFORE THE RAILROAD COIDirISSIOrr OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. ' 

.. """------

In the matter of the a~p11eat1on ot 
CARL G. BELL ana. JOEl! L. BU~LERfor 
authority to sell and o!DS. S. X. 
KORRISON 'for authority to pureha-ee 
the property of' the 'CO!.FA.,,{ TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE.' ' 
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) .A;ppl1cat10nNo. 1915. 
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::sr !!HE OOlllaSSrON. 
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o P r N x 0 N .. -- ...... ----

~e is 8Jl applioation on behaJ:t 0:1:" Carl G. Bell 

and John :L. Butler J hero11'1a:f.'terde-s1gnated 8.Xld referred to: a., 

the owners, for autho1'1ty to sell :fo:r $3,500.00 to Mrs.,S. K~ , 

Morrison, 8lld on behalf of Mrs., S,. X. Morrison for authority 

to pur'chase, the Colfax Telephone Exohange in the,C1t" of: , : 

Colfsx,iP1aoer , County; and a one-half interest in thet,elephone 

line to Iowa. Rill in said county. 
',A public hearing wa.s held. 1nC.o~fs.x on Februa.rY,3~ " 

• 
1916, and from the evidence it a:p:pears that the ownel'ShaV6, 

~' 

" kept no b00ktJ or records of the eO'ste of materials oX" 'labor' 

nor have they filed EJIJ.l annual reports with this COmmiSS1'0Il:,as ' 

prescribed. by law., This oondition of afte.1rs, while'riot'caused 
by intentional violation.of the la.w, hasrender'ed it 1mpos.s:tbl'e: .. ' 

to fom any aocUX'ate estimate of the amotmt of eap1talwhioh 
, " 

has been a.ctually 1nvcsted,:tn the, property. 

1 



The exohange ha.s 'been transfel'red a number oft1mes' 

during :1 ts brief' existence and the .:f'ollow1ng summary ofthes8 

transfers may be of value as throwing soma light uponthe'h1a-
tory. the growth, and tile average age of the plant: 

(a) :Bought by John I,. :Sutler :trom Pacific' 

Telephone and Telegraph' Company in 1905. or 

190&~ l6 subsoribers. • • • • • • • • . .. . $ 500.00 

(b) »ought by J. B. MoCleary trom 

John ~. Butler1n 1910, 21 subsoribers. . . 1,200.00 

fo} . :Sought by the present owners from 

J.B.MoCleary on May 22, 19l3~ 48 subsoribers. 2,000.00 

This last mentioned sale was a.pproved by an ex .parte 

order of this Commission (Dee. No. 6S0,reported in Vol. 2, 

Opinions Slld Ord.ers ot the Ra.111'0adC·ommiss1on ot California. 

p. 938). Without paeeing upon the vaJ.uat1on o"f the pl'opeJ:'ty or .. 
. . I 

". '1 
upon the reasona.bl;aness of the. purchase' price. i 

Ii • I ' 

" Ii . . 
In JUne ,:: 1915, Mrs. S.K.MorrisOll, who is the sister 

/. 

of applicant, Carl:: G.:Sell, paid. the· owners $3,500.008S the 

purchase pr1 ce tor the Col fa.."'C Telephone Exchange, wh1 ch now has 

?'S. subscri bars, and their one-half interest in. theI~Wa.R111 
.',' I 

l1ne , Without applicants baving taken the precaut.iono'f obt&1ning 

the authoriza.tion of this CommiSSion for theproposedtra.nsfer; . . . . ., 

andapp11eantsare now coming before this ComI1l1ssion at th1l ,! 
, 

rather late date to obtain ita authority. 
~he exchange a.t p:resent compi1ses' a.bout seventy-tjlve 

. . "', J 

telephones. with connections with the l?acific ~elephone and I ... 

'relegraph Company's system, Colfax Suburban Te~e:phone Company' . ; 

(a so-oalled "farmer T s line ft.). and With the Iowa R11111ne , .. to.~· . 

gether With all connections, permits, linea, poles and fiXtures 

belonging to, or appurtenant to, the telephone plant o·{ .said .. 

:Bell and Butler in the said l=it1 of" Col:fe.x. 

From the evidence it appears that the purollase' prioe . 

of $3.500.00 already paid by ltre.S.X.Mol'rieon is considerably: 
'2 
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in exo'ess'o:f the vaJ.U& of the llroperty to be transferred.'~' and 
. . , 

in ,gr~ntuigth1sa.PP11ca.t1on it'must be d1s,tinc,tl, 'und~rst?Q~> 
thatne1ther thieCommiaston nor any other' ratef1xingbo,dy:sl:l8l.l . 

. . '. , 
. '. 

in any ~e':r be bound by the se1l1llg price . of sa1d propert1~ 

.Q. ~ D ~!. 

C.A..,PJ. G. BELL and JOHN L. :SUTLER having applied to this' 

Commission tor authority to sell to ~S. S. X. lroF.RISOlf for the 

sum o:! $3.500.00, the Colfax Telephone :!?;Xohange 61 tuated in t'he, 

City of Colfax, Placer County, wh1ch includes a.ll the ~ropert:1 

desoribed. as belonging to ca1dexche.nge 1n the foregoing Opin1on, . 

and the1r one-he.l:f 1nterestin the line known, 808 the Iowa'Rill' 

11ne, and. MRS. s. x. MOm'.ISON having joined 1n this app11ca- .' 

tion, and a public hearing having .been held~ and 1 t appear'1ng 

to th1s Commission that the application should be granted, 
, ' 

I~ IS', HEREBY OP'!)E..~ tba.t Carl G. Belland John L. 

Butler be, and the sa.me are hereby~ a.uthorized to sell to' Nrs. 

S. :z:. Morrison tor the sum of $3,500.00 the:Col1'ax'~ele:phone 

ltICcha.:cga descr1be(l 1n the foregoing Opinion. a.nd thoironG-half 

interest ill' .the Iowa Hill line upon the following. conditiOn,',· 
, .' 

and not otherwise, to-wit: 

The purohase price pa.1d for, the p:r.opertyhcre1n 

authorized to be transferred, ::.nd the action 01' this Com-

mission in authorizing the transfer, shall not be bin~ing 

upon this Commission or any other rate :fiXing body as 

affeoting the valuation of said pro~erty £or rate ftxtng 

purposes or otherwise. 
" 

Dated at ~nFranc1sco, California, 
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