i ORIGINA.

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

CITY OF RICEMOND, )
Comnla;nant )
)
)

vs. CASE NGQ. 903.

TES ATCHISON, TOPEXA AND)
SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY)
Defondant.

D. J. Eal} for Complainant

Paul Burks for Defendsnt.
GORDON, Commissioner,

O2INION
This i8 a complaint £iled by the City of Richmoxnd, a

municipsl corporation, alleging that the frelght and passenger
atation msintained by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway
in the City of Richmond i mnsightly in appearance and is inad-
equate for the use of the public in the transaction of 1ts
business with the raillrosd. Complainant requests that the

Cormission make 41ts order requiring the immediate eroction of a
modern snd sdequate Lreight sud passenger statlon in the City oZf

Richmond which will bo of such character as shall be deomed
adequate snd proper by the Commi ssion. The defendant filed its
answer denying the material sllegations of the complaint. A public
hearing was held at Richmond on Fedbruary 21, 1916, the matter wes
gubmitted and is mow ready for decision.

Phe station meintained by The Atchison, Topeks and
Sants Fe Rallway Company &t the foot of MeDonald Avenue in the
City of Richmond, egainst which this complaint is directe?, is &
srape structure of the type known as & coubined freight snd
passenger station. A portion of the structure has two stories
and on the upper floor offices have been provided for the Agent
anl Roadmaster. The baggage and express room is loecsated in
s Separate building closely sdjecent 10 the main structure.

An investigstion made by the Commission shows the

ground floor space to de divided as follows:
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FOR FREIGHT PURPOSES:

Freight Room 10074 x Ba2rae" 3227 s8q. ft.
Less Freight Office 14' x 179" 164 " v

Net Freight Room ' 3063 " v
Preight Platforms | 5437 "

PASSENGER ACCOMMOIATIONS.

Office and Lobby 22" x 39'4" 865
Teiting Roow 17" x 22' ' 374

Open Waiting Room  16°6" x 227 ‘ 363

Total 1602

BAGGAGE ROOM 38'6" x 20'3" 780 ™

There are no tollet sccommodations within the station build-
ing. The toilets are locsted at some distance from the station and
are not of modern type or of sanitery construction.

The complainant precsented testimony in regard to the
unsightly condition of the present structure, the inadequate waiting
room space, the lack of a sepsrate walting room for women,the
dnconvenient locstion of the toilets and the wnsanitary monner in
whick these toilets sre maintained. Testinony wos slso talen to
show that the approasches to the station were not kept in yroper
ccrdition.

The present station of the Sants Fe in Richmond was built
severasl years ago and 1t style of architectwre is probadly not one
which would be adopted if & station were to be bullt today. At the
same time the station is some dlstance removed from the business
or residence sections of the ¢ity and there are no improvements in
its immediste neighborhood which would tend in any way to meke
its appearance objectionedle by comparison, and I hardly belleve,
under these conditions, the testimony directed against the =zmppearance

of the station should be given much woight.




The complaints that waiting room space is irmdequate, that
there is not s walting roox for womern and thet the toilet Ffacilities
are not modern and sanitaery sre of much more force.

Although the complaint slleged insdequate freoight facilities
ke coxplainent mede no attempt to prove that they actunally were
inadequste snd from the investigation made by the Commission I am
satisfied thot they are ample. The complainant's case for a new
depot, therefore, with the appearance of the station eliminsted,
rests emirely on the insdequecy of the waiting room, the lack of
8 Separate waiting room for women and inadequate toilet facilities.
The natter of the approaches 1s to some extent independent as
present conditlions could exist with a new station.

While I am satisfied that all three of these complaints
are Justified I do not bolieve that they are serious emough for the
Commission to require the Tallway Company to make an expenditure
~of ten thoussad dollars or more to rectify them at this time. A4s
far ¢s the tollet facllites are concerned 1t appears thst they
have not been made modern becanse no sewer has been avéilable but

that connection ¢un now be made with 8 sewor and that it would have

been done before this had defendsnt not desired toawailt the outcome

02 this csse. I bellieve that the comsirmciion of = waiting room

Zor women, of xot less then two hundred and fifty (250} square feet
floor area, will be ample to romove‘ that cause of complaint and
thot the constiruction of the women's walting room will make the
totel waiting room facilitlecof the stetlon emple to serve the

needs of Richmond for some time %o comé. There 1s no questlon, of
couvrse, bhut that ample modern and sanitary tollet Lacilities should
be Iirstalled ln the statlon.

I £4nd as @ fact that the waiting roox facilitles of the
Richmond station of The’Atchison, Topeoke sxnd Santa Fe Rellway
Company st MceDonald Avenue are inadequate and that proper tollet
facllities sre lacidng and I fwrther find that 1t 1s reasonshle

that the Railway should remove those causes of compleint.




I believe the company should also construct proper side~
walke and roads to the station, from the street, over its
statlon grounds.

I recommend the following form of order:

CIZY OF RICEMOND ( s munfoipal corporation) having mede
complaint that the freight and passenger station of The Atchison,
Topeka and Sants Fe Railwsy Company at the foot of McDonald
Avenue in the City of Richmond is unsightly and insdequate,
and a public hearing heving been held and the Commission being
fully sdvised in the premises,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, that The Atchison, Topeks and Sante

De Rallway Company shall construct, ir conrection with its

station at MeDonald Avenuve, Richmond, & suitable womea's weiting
room with a floor area of not less than two hundred amd f£ifty (250)
square feet; that it shall construct Iln the station dullding ample
end modern sanitary toilets and that it shall satisfectorily improve
the approaches to the station.

I2 IS FURTEER ORDERED that plons for this construction shall
be filed with the Commission, for its approval, thirty (30) days
from the date of this order and that the improvemonts herein ordered
shall be completed ninety (90) days Pfrom the date on which plans for
Same have been approved by the Commission.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved and ordered
£iled as the opinioxr and oxder of the Railroad Commission of the

State of Californis.
Dated et San Frameisco,.Celiformia, this Y-thday of uarch,1916.
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commissioners.




