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Decision No. /' • ----
:BEFORE TEE RAItROAD CO~llI!ISSION OF ['liE'STATE OF C,AljIFORNIA., 

In the matter of the application of ' ) 
SOUT.E!.RN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order ) 
authorizing the ext~nsion of a sp~ } 
t:ra.ok a.t' gmde scross ,Paoific street" ) AIJp1iaat1on Ro. 2116. 
in the City, and. County of San Fra.noisoo, } 
:~:::~~~~ :' .............................. ~ 

Geo. D~ Sqnir~s for Southern Paoific Company. 
:S:cnr:;C. Costs. :for Vanderbilt Es-:tate. 

GORDON, Commissioner. 

O?INlOliJ' --.-._ ...... -.-. .... -. 

This applioation was filed by the SO'1ltbern Pac1,fie Com-
pe.ny on be~alt of 1lrs.V1rg1nie. Vanderbilt. the omsr o:f:p:ro~rty 

on the nOl"thea.st c orner of :Bloek ~9 in Front street. It is d9~ , 
, , 

sired to ~':tend anexist1ng spur track 'from its present terminus 
10 • >' ,'L.,,\ 1 

at the so~~h line of Paoific street tj,eX'oss thst s,treet and 'a.lc:i! 
. ,\' , , I 

Front street. a:c.d. more partioularly descri,bed as:follo:ws,to-wi"ti':, 

BEGINNING at a poi:c.t in the "northerly line of Pe.oi:f1c' 
street produced 15 feet easterly from the westerlY' line 
of Front' street whGre a s:pu track now te:r:mine.,tes~;_ thence' 
southerly pa.:re.llcl with tbe w&sterJs line o:!F:r'ont street 
cross-iDS :Ea.oi:fie Street to a. point Sixty one feet eight 
inches (51 f 81f), southerly from tJ:le- southerly; line of' , 
Pacific Street. ' 

The entire 1 ~th of the, proposed" extensfon~ ineluding 

the crossingo:! Paoifio Street, will b'a III feet. 

Atta.ched to the application is a. oertified. copyoi' 

:Bill NO,. 2930., Ord.inance No. 3597 (New Series) of the Boa.rd. of 

Supervisors of the (lity ~nd county of san Francis,co. granting per-

mizsion to ~s. Virginia Vs-ndGrbil t :fo'x' the oonstruction of the 

."bove d.~scri bed extellS1on. to t'he spur track. ' 

A lJrotest ~ga.inst the gl'antingof permiSSion for t:O~e ' 

construction o'f this spur track was :filed 'by J'a.s. F. J3reIJ.J:lS.Il., a.s, 
. , "," 

attorney 'for Business Men c,:o.d. ~ropsrty owners. on Pl"ont'street,:tn 

which it is alleged. the. t the Boa.rd. ofSuperv1sors ~ of· the City: and, ' , 
I ' 



C:O'.U:l.ty of San !'ro.noieco 'Were not fully .informod a.s: to th~~ wishes 

and rights o·:f the b'tlsinosS men and property owne.r$~ a.djo1ning'·Front 

Street when they pa.ssed said ordi:oa.nce and 'billf that said businesS 

men and pro:perty owners on Front street d.id not know that anyap-' 
p11oa.t1on was pending before tho ~oard. o'! ~uJ?ervis,ora. for a. per-:-

m1 t forsa1d spur track; and that the grantingo! this app11caUoll 
will .ser1ously inter:f'ere with tre..:!:fic on' Pacif1o. .' and Front stre&tl! 

,c ," 

and work to the detriment of the business. men a.nd. property ownerS:. 
on ~'ront Street bet\Yeen Pacifio street a.nd. Jackson street.. 

A hearing Was. 1leld on l"'.arch 16, 1~16, 8.,t which tlleap-

plice.nt and the V~derbilt ~sta.te were represented. but no appear-

ance was made by the protes1:$.nts. It d.eveloped at the heari:ag . 

that 'by Resolution NO. 12699 (New SerieS), copy of which was in-

troduced. in evidenoe, tho Boardo:f ~'Upervisorsof the 01 ty and 

Cour.ty of san F:ranc.1sco on March 13,1916 denied a pet.1t1on filed 

by the protestants for tho revoca.tion of the spurtrackperm1t 

gre.ntod. byse.id: Bo~rd. of ~upcrvi$ors in the r&solution, r&:f9l"red to 

above. 

Thfl engineering d.epa.rtment m.e.de its report to the Oom-

mission, a.nd the fa.cts,:,appoar to be that the proposed spur tn..ok 

extension will be' long onough to hold but one froight ear and oc-

caSionally "'-'ill "oe us,ed for ::.-wi tc,hing purpOSes only d.uring the' 

hours from 6 1> .!!. to"" .A:.M. 

It appears that this 'loaality is a Wholesale distriot, 

depend.i:cg U)?onspur. tre.ck :r~cili ties ~or the proper transe.otion 
of 'busir.ess, and that thore are other spur trtr.oks a.Clrosa Pacifio 

.. . 

stroet eas.t. of Front -St:r-eet. The operat,1on Over this spur traok 

will bo oarried on by the state Bolt ~1ne Railroa.d. 
neering d~:pa:rtm.ent also reports tliat a s~:pa.re.t1on of gra.d.es at 
that pOint 1 s impre.c:tietlocle •. 

It is the Commissionfs duty in <laSes of thiS kind to 

weigh a~ainst oach othor considerations o~ publio convenience and 
necessity and cons1d.entiol'ls of he..zard and ~d.anger to life and· 
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property. There :is no doubt in my. mind tba t in the present in": 

ste.nce the increaSed hazard of operation by reason otthe prOpo'sed 

'one htUl.dred $ond .eleven (111) i"oot extension, and. 1lIl.der t,h.e oondj,'-, . 

tiona of safega.ard governing th~ railroad. Operation at tha.t:p0111t~ 

is. practically negligible, while the public neces,s,ity 'for: the oon~ 

struetion ot this s;pur track extension and th~ addi tioll8.1 con-

venienoe ·to the public is real and compelling., 

It is my recomendat1on, the!e1"ore.ths.t this applioa-

tion be granted, subject to the prOVisions of the ordinance of 

the Board of ~1l~erv1sors of the Oity and County of 'san !"rancisGo,' 
above referred to. 

I submit the following form of order. 

o 'R D 'E 'R 
-.- - -- .... ' -

SOU!l'.'EE!lli PACIFIC COMPANY, a. oorporation, ha.ving on 

March 3~ 1916 filed with the Commission its applicat10n !or an 

ordera.uthorizing the extension ,of' a spur traok aoross Pao1fio 

Street a.t grade, in theCi'ty and County of san Frenc1so, Cali-

fOrnia, and. more particularly desoribed in the opinion preoeding 

thisorde:r; and a hearing having been held; and it appearing. to 

the Commission that ";he applie$.t1on should be granted; 
. .,I', 

IT IS EEBEBY ORDER!D, That PermisSion be herebr granted 
\ 

Southern Pacifio Company t9 construct and extend its Spur traok 
at grade across Paoific Street, in the City and County ot' san 

FrallCisco, cali:forn1a.~ in acoordance with the pr?viS1onsof' 

Ord1:canc c .No. 3597 ~ . Pl.~ sSed by the Board of' $up erv1sors . of'said 

C:ity and County of San !'raneiseo. and here1nbefore referred to. 

The Commission reserveS the right to me.kesueh further 

orders relative to the looation, construot10n, operation, ma1n-

t,enano-e and protection of said. crossing e.sto i.tmtJ."1I Seem right 
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and proper and to revoke its permission if, in its judgment. the 

:public convenience ~:c.d. necess1 ty demand. such &ction .• 

The foregoing o~inion and order are hereby approved and, 

ordered filed as the opinion and findings of the Railroad Commis-
'.,"',' 

sion of tIl'a State of Ca.litornia. 

Dated at S$.nFrSl'!cisco. Ce.1Jfor.rua, this. 
of March. 1916. 

/1~~r.··· 
'"I 

-

" ... .../ '\':~<I<:"'~'j,'~ .' .!~:;~:" ~I •• 

~lJjliff" 
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