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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

B. H. MoFEIL,
Complainant,

mgom uogsgosq

V8. Case No. 922,

FORTHVESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD
COMPAXY,

Skl B gl N e i Sl Sl el Ol a®

Defendant.

Wm. Eehoe for complainant.
Delos A. Mece for defendant.

TEEIEN, Commigsionex.
OPIXIOPN.

Complainant in this case~ alleges that by reesson of the
fallure of the Northwestern Pacific Railroed Company to stop ita
trains Nos. 1 and 2 at the station of Rohnerville, Humboldt County,
to permit passengers to board and alight;‘pagaengers to and from
the town of Rohmnerville are inconvenienced end are compelled to
use the more distant stations of Alton or Fortuna, The defendant
filed ite answer denying the material allegations of the complaint.
A pnbiic hearing was held at Rohnerville on March 16, 1916, at
whichltime the casé was submitted.

The town of Rohnerville is situsted .east of the station
of Rohnerville. The distanqe by wagon road.f:om the station to
the Rohnerville Postoffice 1s 1.4 miles. The distance from the
Rohnerville Postoffice to the agency station at Fortuns is 3 miles
and to the Alton station even further. Patrons of the Northwestern
Railroad Company desirings to travel to and from Rounerville object

to the rule of the Northwestern Pacific Rsilroad Compeny éompelling
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the use of the station of Fortuns, as trains Nos. 1 and 2, being
the only trains betﬁeen Sen Francisco and Bureke in each direc-

%1on“ pﬁﬁﬁ p@fzuna &ﬁ ng;g when there is no dependéble transpor-

tatlon between Fortuns and Roknerville. The evidexnce shows
That speoial arrangements are necessery for automobile transporte-
tion between these toms DY passengers destined to Robnerville who
are compelled to alight from trein No. 2 at Fortuna.

The station of Rohmerville was esteblished by the Eel
River and Bureks Railway, vredecessor in interest of the defendsnt;
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company, during the year 1884. At
one time there wes a station dullding with agent's living quarters,
ticket office and waiting room, and a large freight‘wa:ahouse.

The egenoy station was continuously mainteined until the Yyear

1906, since vwhich time & non-agency station khas been meintained.

The evidence shows that the population of the town of Rohnorvilie
and adjecent texritory tributery to the station of Rohnerville ie |
between 500 and 600 people. A flag stop &t Rolhnerville for treine
Nos. 1 end 2 was maintained from Mey to October, 1915, during which
latter month it was discontinued. Although the station of Rohner~
ville iz served by two trains in eack direction daily, atopying

on flag, these trains are local and do not serve any territory
south of the station of South Fork. \

Witnesses for the‘defendant teatified that the principal
reason for the elimination of Rohmerville as & flag stop for trains
Yes. 1 and 2 waa that the location of the line between the stations
" of Alton amd Fprtuna was such that high speed counld ﬁe safoly main-
teined and that frequently late trains could be restored to‘ohhd&ulo
by taking adventage of the opportunity for high speed over this sec-
tion of the line. The present achedule of train No. 1 between
Eureks and San Francisco is 12 hours =2nd 35 minutes or an average
gpeed of 22.5 miles per hour; the schedtle of train,Ko. 2 Between

Jan Francisco and Eureke is 12 hours and § minutes, or an average
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gpeed of 23.5 miles per hour. These schedules are not fast and
cen be made without diffiewlty under normel westher conditions.

The evidence shows that the mere possibility of a2 flag at Rohner-
ville station would not canse a delay in excess of betveen one

2nd two minutes snd that am actusl stop at Rohnerville atation
would osuse & delay not to exceed sbout four minutes. The
addition of & flag stop at the station of Rohnerville would not
require & lengthening of the schedules between Eureke and San Fran-
cisco in either direction.

In view of the accommodation that will be furnished the
patrons of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Compexny traveling to
and from the territory served by Rohnerville stetion by the estsb-
lishment of a flag stop for trains Nos. 1 and 2, without.anyvsub-
gstantial detriment to the sexrvice of Nortlwestern Pacific Reilroad
Compeny, I am of the opinion that the request of:.complainant ie

reaconable and that such flag stop should be established.
1 submit the following form of orderx:

ORDZER.

Complet nt having been mede that Northwestern Pacific
Rellroad Company refuses to stop its trains Nos. 1 and 2 on'flag
et Rohnerville station for the purpose of teking on and discherg-

ing passengers, baggage, meil snd express, & public hearing having

been held znd the Commisel on belng fully advised,

The Rzilroad Commission herdby finde as a fact that
it wondd be just and reasomeble to require Northwestern Pacific
Railroad Company to stop treins Noa. 1 and 2 on fleg at the
station of Rohnerville for the purpose of teking on snd discharging
pasgsengers, baggage, express and United States mail mﬁtter.

Beeing its order on the foregoing £inding oZf fact and
on the other findings of fect which are contained in the opinion
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which precedes this order,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED tkrat within ten da&s efter the
sexrvice of this ordexr the Northwestern Pacific Rellroad Company
ghall stop its trains Nos. 1 end 2 on flag at the station of
Rohnerville for the taking onand discharging mf pessengers;
beggage, express end United States mail matter,end that Nortiwestern
Pacific Reilroad Coppany shall thereafter continue said Rohnerville
gtation as & flag station for its trains Nos. 1 and 2 for said

purposes until otherwise c¢rdexred by this Commission.

- The foregoing opinion =nd order are hereby approved
and ordered filed as the opinion snd order of the Ralilroad Conm-
| miggsion of the State of Californmisa.

Dated at San Francisco, Californis, this dgy of

March, 1916.

Commissiope#é.f




