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Compleinants,
Cese No. 925.

~
-

.. NORTETESTERN PACIFIC RAIL-

TOAD CONDPANY,
Defondant.

Wme Ingrem. for compleinants. o
Stanley iloore and T. J. Goodell for defendant.
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The issues raised by the pleadings are wacther the 14 com-

vleinents snd the vublic noed o switch snd fleg ctation at o

polnt mown ot Charlie Lee's £lat on defendant's line sbout o

oo,

e

ond one~nalf miles north of Dos Rios, Mendocino County.

Deferdont's main line from wWillits. to Eureka follows.
the parrow canyon of the Eel River through very mouwntainous coun-

try. Complainente are mostly homeseekers who nave entered upon

government land on the west slope of the canyon votween Berger

Creel and Stony Creek, botk of walch flow into Eel River from
the west a short dictance noxrtk of Dos Rics They are esitob-
lishivg homes and rancicsSs fhore are seversl small cultivated
fiolds, vineyards end orchards. Oﬁb complainant also ks o-cmall sum-
mer regort. The asress cenable of cultivetion on their vorious
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claims vary in size from & acres <o 40 2gYesS. The areas now

in cultivation vary from 1 acre to 15 acres. All Tinds of

grain, vegetables snd Irult con evidently be grown, but in
rether limited sreas. The country is also adapted for grazing
end stock raising. ost of compleinants oxpect 0 raise
stoeck and feed the grain they raisc.

mwo of the compleinents have conslderabdle ten oak upon
their proverty end most of them have timber suitable for fire-
wo0d .

Only two of thc complainantec own patented or deeded
landsz. Some of their claims have been preoviously Liled upon
and in one or two inctances contests have been filed, or eare
enticivated.

At Doz Rios 4here is an egeancy station, ample cattle
correls and loeding chutes, post olfice, school and stqre.

The cownty road from Iaytonville to Covelo and Round Velley
vosses through Dos Rios end seross the county bridge over the
Zel River. Wost of complainents end thelr neighbors heve
business bringing them to Dos Rios.

During the construction of its rallroead, &6fen&ant
buily & wegonm rood elong or neer its right of way. From
Dos Rios 4.8 miles northerly to Woodman, o flag station, the
roed romains in feir condition except Lfor about‘threeffburths of a-
mile north o? Berger Croek waere it is occupled by the rail-
road tracks. From Do2 2ios to the mouth of Berger Creelk,

road is used in connection with -

The nomes end renches of complsinants and others in
vieinity cen de reached only by tac old wogon road and
horse rails from Dos Riocs via the mouth of Berger Creek.
Building mater - supplics are taken from
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Dos Rlos up the trails upon the backs of the settlers, 6r upon
rack animals, or dragged dy horses over the tralls, which lead
to en elevation of about 2,275 feet sbove ihe river. The principal
trail has a fairly good grade. During the winter season e3-
peclally. the storms and floods make the fording of Berger Creek
dangerous at times. Vehicles and modern ferm machinery are not
used, priacivally vecause of leck of roads. |
Complaigants provose to bHbuild & wagon road to the
reilroad a2t the said flat by contrihuting their lsbor, provided
they are assured sultable facilitiles fox tsing the railroad
at tzatv point. No surveys nor careful estimates of the cost of
such & road have been made.’

Ve thainxk it provable that a careful investigation
will show that the present principal horse trail can Dbe developed
into & wagon road at s very/gggiler cost then building the pro-

oged new road; sand that access to and from Dos Rios over such &
road would be more advantageous, easier and perhaps gquicker,
taough farther, than to and from the railroed at the point'in gues-
vion over the new road proposed. The proper serving of the com-
Yisinants and the people in their vicinity ané vhe devélopment of
business for defendant depends principally upon the wise location
of a wagon road. e are not satisfled that sufficient studj of
vnis guestion has been given by either complainents or defendant.
Te hope they will cooperste in a thorough investigation of both
proposed routes to the railroad. Defendant roughly eStimates that
e sultable wagon bridge across Berger Creek west of the railroad
could be conetructed for about $200.00, ineluding the purchase of
sawed vimbers and veyment for labor. 4 much larger bridge of com-
siderably neavier type of constructiom was recently built by de~

fendant for C00.00. Suitable rough timber is standing inm the
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vicinity of the bridge snd defendant expressed willingness to fur-




nish rods, bolts end hardware and supervision of its bridge
builders if complainents end their neighbors would furnish
labor end timber for construeting a rustic bridge.

Compleinants are enduring the hardships of pioneers
developing new country. DIhey deserve our encouragement and
aid. Defendant vhrough the cooveration it cam give is in s
pogition to develop future traffic for its line, and also give
needed ald to the plioneers.

IT complainants after en adequaute study of'the situ~
ation conclude Vo make the necegsary sserifice in ladbor or
money and build the road to the flst rather than to Dos Rios,

2 situation will be nresented which will probably Justify the
esteblishment of & flag station, and lauter, wien sufficient
traffic hag been developed, justify the installation of a switch.
Yoither is now justified. The complaint will therefore be dis-

missed without prejudice.
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YILLIAK INGRAM, et al. having filed compleint
againest Torthwestern Pacific Rallroad Company regquesting
that defendant be compelled to establish and mainteln &
switenr or flag svation at 2 voiat sbout two and ¢ne-half
miles north of its station at Dos Rioes, liendocino County, &nd
defendent haviang answered Sald complaint and public hearings
having been held thereon and the matter being now ready for

decision,

IS EEREZY QrDIRID vthaet said complaint be

gud 1% i ereby Gismlisced without prejudice.
Prencisco, California, this é o

day of




