Decision No. "”////

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COLLISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

"H' Street Property Owners
Assoclation of Fresmo,

vﬁ):?;zrgi'oN uoIs109§g

Cconplainant,
-v8 - case No. 932.
Southern Pacific Company,
Defendant. §
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Ze. M. EPrescott . for complainant.
Geo. D. Sguires. for defendant.

GORDON, Commissgioner.
OPINIONX

In this case the "E" Street Property Owners Associstion
of Xresno {(not incorporated) complains thet the grade crossings of
the Southern Pacific Compony*s railroad at the southern entrance
of tke State Highway into the city oI Fresno are a menace to pubdblic
safety; that the people of the city of ¥resno have in the past
made complaint to the Southern Pacific and also to the city
officials ol Fresmo, but that the memace still exists and that no
aotion for the elimination of the dangerous grade crossings hase
been talken. The complainant asks for an investigation and hear~
ing by the Commissiorn and states that it is ready to produce evi-
dence which will show that this menace 10 public sufety should be

oliminated by the construetion of a subway under the tracks of

defondant's railroad at Monterey Street commecting "H" ‘Street with

TG" Street in the clty of rresmo. In its answer to the cdmpla;nt
defendant denies all allegetions and asks for a dismissal.

4 hearing was held in Fresno on March 31, 1915. The
eity, through its anthorities, 13 not a party to thie Proceeding;
and 1t developed from the testimony of Mayor Snow that the city of




Trosno i not prepared +o0 pay a portion of the cost of the con—l
struction of = subway at Monterey Street if the Commission should
make such an order. It also developed that there would be strong
opposition from proverty owners and citizens of Iresno if the
congtruction of a subway at Monterey Street would result in the
olosing of the present grade crossing of Cherry Avenue; and it
became clear that a considerable number o0f people would favor an
wdercrossing at Cherry avenwe rather then a diverslon of the
State Highway travel to Monterey Street and a separation of grades
et tre point indicated in this complaint..

I am of the opinion that this question of the eatablishe
ment of a safe main highway entrance into the c¢ity of Fresmo from

Uhﬁ PoRpth is of such importance to that city as to merit most

cereful investigetion, and should not be solved Wi‘ﬁ.ﬁou’é {hé
fullest co=operetion of the ¢lly authorlties, the carriers, sna
this Commission.

4 thorough study of the problem in all its aspects, it
ie evident, has not been made by petitioner, and the city is not
officially interested in this case. These facts werxre recognized
at the hearing and an agreement was reached by which the city
undertook to bring the watter before the Commission iz & formal
way within a reaconable poriod of time, fgiling wvhich the CommulsSe.
sion would institute an investigation on its own motion. With
this wnderstanding, complainant agreed that the predent case
shonld be dismissed; and I rocommend to the Commission thet the
complaint be dismissed without prejudice.

I rocommend the following oxderi-

R

"H™ Street Property Owrers Association of ¥resmo, having

made its complaint to the Commission that the gryde crossings of
the Southern Pacifie Company's raillroad at the southern entrance

of the State Eighway into the city of Iresmo are a menace to
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public gafety and that this mensce should be eliminated by the
construction of a subway at Monterey Street commecting "ET Streat
with "G™ Street in Presno; and & public hearing having beon held,
and an agreement haoving been reached by which the city authori-
ties of Fresno will undertake to make formal applicgtion to the
Commission in this matter, failing which the Commission will
institute procecdings onm its own motiom; and it further appesring
that the vresent complaint should be dismissed;

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED, That the complaint be, and the

sane is,‘hereby dismissed without prejudice.

The forsgoing opinion snd order are hereby approved

and ordered f£iled as the opinion and ordexr of the Railroad Commis-

gion of the State of celifornis.

Dated at San ¥rancisco, Californis, this
of April, 1916.

Commissionexrs.




