
:Decision No. ,/ ---
-0 
~ 
(') 

BEFORE THE RA.IL..~.AJ) COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 5' . 

In t.he matter of t.b.e installation 
of interloQking or other proteotive 
deVices at the crossing of the tracks 
of San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake 
Railroad Cocpany and ?acifi0 Eleotrio 
Railway Company on Aliso Street, in 
Loa Angeles • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ,. • " ........... ill ••••• 

Case No. 938. 

:::r. 
Z o 

In the matter ot the applioation of ) 
Paoific Electric Railway Company, 8 oor- } 
porat1on, and The Atohison, Topeka and } 
Santa Fe Railway Company, a corporation, ) 
for authority to install certain safety } 
devioes at the intersection of Aliso } 
Street and the main line of The Atchison,) 

Applioation No. 2043. 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company' a ) 
railroad in the City of Los Angeles, ) 
County of Los Angeles, Cali:fOmia. ) ............................................ ) 

A. S. Halsted for San Pedro, Loa Angeles and Salt Lake 
Railro.ad. Compan~. 

Frank XSrr for Pacifio Eleotric Ra1lway Compa~ 

E. W. Camp :for The Atchison, Topeka and santa Fe Railway 
Company. 

Albert Lee Stephe~ for City of Los Angeles. 

GORDON, Commissioner, 

OPINION .................. __ iIIIIII_ 

This IIIltter is an outgrowth of 8 collision between a 

b:eight train of The Atohison, Topeka and santa Fe Railway Compa~ 

and an inter'tlrban ear of the .Pacific ElectriC Railwa~ Compan:y 

at t.b.e cree.sing of the traoks of the two oompanies on Aliso street, 

Los Angeles, w.b.icb. took place on Mey '7, 1915, and resulted in the 

death of five and the injury of forty passengers. The CommiSSion 

investigated this accident and. ordered the two oompanies to install 

8 standard interlocking plao.t for the proteotion of the croasing. 

On January 10. 1916, the santa Fe and Bac1fi0 Eleotric 

Companies :filed with the COmmission the above entitled applioation 

and aSked there1n tor the Comtn1ssion's approval of an interlocking 

devioe in :ea.J.fi1lmel'lt of the requirements of the Commission. T.he 

plan whioh acoompanied. this applioation showed a devioe w.b.ic1l pro-



Vided for no protection for the frei gb.t track of too Santa Fe, 

on 'Whioh the accident o'f May, 1915, ooo'llrred, and as the plan had 
tbat of 

not pl'Ovided for derails and was in mn:y other respeots not/a 

standard interlocking plant the applicants were ad'V1sed t.b.at t.b.e 

plans 8S submitted could. not be acoepted. as fulfilling the 

Commission's reqUirements and the applioation woe set for a henring. 

At this .b.earing it was lmde pls1n that an interloekiDg plant 

to p:a)tect t.b.e Paoific Electric traoks with those of the Sants 

Fe would not be complete unless the crossing of the Pacifio Eleotrio 

tracks with t.b.ose of the San Pedro, Los Angeles and. Salt :take 

Raill"oa d were also interlocked, and s.b.ortly after the .bear1:og the 

Commie sion 1nstitut ed CS8a 938 of ita own motion. 

The hearing on be 1'Jl the oase and the application was 

held on April 19, 19l6. Prev10us to the hearing. however, t.be 

three companies at interest s1gc.ed an agreement to install a 

standard eleotro-pnc'mll8.t 10 1nterlocki:ng plso.t for the pro tection 

of these cross1:cgs and the terms of installation, mintensnoe 

and operation are set forth in 8 copy of this agreement Signed by 

all tJ:n-ee partie s and filed with. the Commission on Apr~l e, 
19l6. These terms are 88 follows:-

"The looat ion of ssi d interlocking plac.t to be 
upon the property or right-of-way of ~he AtChison, Topeka 
end Santa Fe Railway Compeny at some convenient plaoe 
&djaoent to Aliso Street. ~he Atohison,Topeka aDd 
Santa Fe Railway Company to roni Sl the Site for the tower 
and equipment of the plsc.t :f'l'ee of charge. 

"~.b.e initial 00 at of construotion ot said inter-
looking plsnt to be borne by the Pao1fio Eleotrio Railwsy 
Company and the San Ped.ro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Rail-
road Company, amre and share alike. 

"~.b.e Paoifio Eleotric Railway Company to turn1sh 
eleotric energy for the operation of the air compressor or 
compressors neoessary for the operation of such plant, 
wing the operation of tho ssme, at one oent (l¢,) per 
x. ~1{. H. D. C. 

"The cost 0:£ the m1ntenanoe and operation ot said 
pl8D. t shall be borne by T.ile Atchison, Topeka am Santa Fe 
Railway Company, the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt !.ake 
Railroad Company, and the Paoific Eleotrio Railway Company 
in equnl shares; t.bat is to 68Y, one-third each. 

"The operation aDd. mintemnoe of said plant shall 
be by the bo1:fio Eleotrio Railway Company, undoX' the 
ususl conditions 8S to satisfaotory operation and the em-
ployment of satisfaotory operators, am w1tb. the tmder-
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staXlding t.bat Pacific Electric :Railway Company's 
passenger cars and trains are to .b.8ve first right ot traok 
over the switching trains and freight trains of T.b.e 
Atohison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and t.be 
San Pedro. Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad Compan1, 
but that the passenger trains ot The Atohison, Topeka 
aXld. SSnt a Fe Rei lwa y CompeXIY alld the San Ped:ro, Los 
Angelos and Sal.t Lake Railroad Company shall .have t1Nt 
right of track over all traine." 

T.b.ere is no doubt whatever but tbs t these oro ssiXlgS 

Shollld be :Proteoted. b:y an interlockiX1g plm t 9 and. I see no reasons 

to cbange tlle terns upon which the oompanies .bave agreed to 

di 'Vide t.b.e cost of the installat ion am operation or to o.bs.nge the 

terms upon which the plant ab.ould be 1lIl1ntsined. Three months 

from the date of this order appears to me to be 8. reasonable time to 

allow t.b.e partie s to draw plana and nine monthS t.b.erefrom ~or t.be 

plBXLt to be installed and plaoed in operation. 

I reoommend the following form of order:-

o R D E R • ..... -----
The ZZ8 tter of installing an interlooking plant for the 

proteot1on of the crossing o:f t.be tracks of the Paoific Eleotr1o 

Railway Co~~ Witb. tho8e o~ The Atohison, Topeka and Santa J'e 

Ra1lway Compe~ and San Pedro. :Los Angeles 8M Sal.t :Lake Bail-rosd. 

Comp8.Xly .b.e.v1llg been considered by the Commie 81 on aXJd it appearing 

tl:Bt an interlock1ngplsnt Should be oonetruoted to pl'Oteot 

theee oro 881%188. end the eompanie s at intere st bav1118 8 greed to 

tbe terre upon whioh said plant should be oonstruoted, a1nta1ned 

and operated, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, That Pae1fic Eleotr10 Railway Oompany, 

The Atchison. Topeka am Santa Fe Railway Ocmpany and the San 

Pedro 9 Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad Company shall conatnct 

a stanClard interlookiDg p18:at at the oro aeing of their respective 

l1ne e on Aliso street, in the 01 V of :Los Angele,s, California; th1e 

plant to be 1nm lled in accordance with the agreement hereinbefore 

mentioned and. w.b1c.b. .bas been signed by the oompanies. 
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IT IS REEEBY FORmeR ORDEREJ) , ~.bat plSlS tor this 

1nterlook1t1g devioe shall 'be stibmi tted to the CommisSion tor 11:8 

appro'V81 three (3) months from the date of this order and tho 

plant aball be plaoed in operation nine (9) months tbereetter. 

The Oomm1s sion reserves tb.e r1gb.t to mke suoh ::eurt.b.er 

orders in regard to t.b.ie mtter as to it mar seem right and proper, 

a:c.d to revoke its permiusion ~, in its jUdgme,nt, the ;public 

oonvenienoe and necesBi ty demand such action. 
~.b.e foregoing opinion am order are .b.ereby apPl'Oved 

a%ld ordered filed 8S the opinion and. order ot the Railroad. 

Commi ssion ot the Sta te o:f' Califo mi a. 
Dated at san Francisoo, California. ,this ~ 7d daY' of . 

A.pril, 1916. 

, . 

... ' -----------------_ ... , 

~.' 
Oommi fBi onors. 


